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Singing

..H.-_ni_-.-n--_I.-lul..

¢lish on the relationship of vocal

tional area. The population of

(lb:ﬂ., Eug, tr:u?n.: Hm{.v on Singing, 1894), a further refine-
nment Jl'lhd claboration ol lh(‘! [1I'|Ilt‘i]1h‘s prm-inuuly ¢stablishied
and liﬂunu it acconnt the newer tends in tE[JL‘I"IlII.:‘ f't-l-hil:;l‘l
t::ﬁ["*t'!‘i.l‘l:l“}' as reflected mathe operas of Rossing, |J:Jl]'l.r'{_‘llf+' 'l-l::i
Belling BENRY PLCASANTS, The Great Singers: From the .}”):Inrn
u/. Opera to (?IH‘ v Time (1D60), a Sll;'vcy of the history of
Western siging as reflected in the lives and :r:u'cm of a

selective hist of st ers fr . B ; - : :

l:;-i tp'-w:';:ll ,:R:In_' Hi.l.:!: I‘mm Ilul L[.H‘ of the 17th centiry to  grate the regronal economy into that of the nation. Agri- Ecgioue

\,ocli“;”_“_\: tli"“i";i:'t"l‘:?“d”':l bll'lltr}:l'ﬁll’illy, and YA Shorter  culture has been improved, mining increased, powci sta- develo.
Y i s catism,™ Stereo Review, pp. €9-72 (May  tions built, and industry introduced. Previously isolated  ment

1971), a layman's gude to the terminology and techitigues of
Western singing., .

Folh and non-Western singing:
il dpapste ’ * b, . % :
Chililren's Songs (1967), a fine analysis of the relation of song

style and melody meoone Aliican tribe; VICTOR A, Gravey,

“S‘”T'* Song-Stvle Clusters: A Prehminary Study,” Lilino-
nju'..t:::!fr.'ﬁ’r‘ 9:263-271 ([‘?J(_;S)’ E.iVC.‘i an L!ﬂlli}:i% of tho
Gatherer 51}'1?5 FRANCES ITANNL 11, *The Haunting Lyric: The
Personal and Social Significance of American 'opalar Songs,”
Psychoanal ., 33:226--269 (19G4), analvzes the cmotional
content of the American popular song tradition; BESSIE JONES
and BESS LoMAN vHawrs, Scep (r Down: Gamnes, Plays, Songs,
crtd Stevges trem the A0 Aaerican freritice (1972), a pre-
sentation of the performance sivle of a great black Amertcan
folk~iiiror; ALAN VOMAX, The Folh Songs of North dinericd
(1y60Y, o mapprine and discussion of the soni styles of North
America Iv._'_;..":lhf.‘?' with 400 illustrative SOLIy, “The Homo-
geneity of African—=Afio-American Musicat Style,” 1n SORMAN
. Wil N, JR, and JOUIN FooszZwiD (cds.), Afro-Anioricdit
Anchropology (1970), on the styvie regions of Africaant their
celat v to Afro-Americaa song Folk Sory Snle wid ( ul-
rre {1069y a beok-length presentation of the idoas an this
arti~le alone with 2 number of micwinods for measnring and
comparing acsthetic performance; and, with NORMAN BI'RKO-
wilz. “The Evolutionary Taxonomy of Culwre,” Science,
177:228-239 (1972), shows how souz style anaiysis can lead
to a classiticatinon of huaman cultures; NORMAN N, MAPEEL
(ed). Psvcholinouisues: An Inteeduction to the Siudy of
Speech and Personality (1909), the best sununary of the
features of language that arc the huckeround to singun. style;
DAVID P, MCAJ LESTER, Enemy Way Music (1954), 2 iull de-
scription of Navaho singing style; ALAN P. MERRIAM, The
Anthropology of Music (19G4), a general description of the
methods of conventional ethnomusicology with comiments on
the acquisition of style; A/rican Music on LP: An Annomn?‘d
Discography (1970), a full bibliography of African music
on records with many annotations on musical style; PAUL J.
Moses, The Voice of Neurosis (1954), the best essay in En-
qualities 1o individual
psychology; CURT SACHS, The Wellsprings of Music, ed. by
JAAP KUNST (1962), poslhumously‘“publishcd essays of one
of the great musicologists with illuminating comments on
style: and The Rise of Music in the Ancient World, East and
West (1943), a summary of Near Eastern and Mediterranean
music with many comments on style; BRUNO NETTL,‘.:VGH}!
American Indian Musical Styles (1954), a mapping of
American Indian musical regions; and Music in Prumitive
Culture (1956), a general ntroduction to world musicology
with some reference to style features; EGON WELLESZ (ed.),
The New Oxford History 0 Music, vol. 1, Ancient and
Oriental Music (1957), a discussion of a number of culture

' . (yvlistic point of view,
regions from the 5 ylistic po (HLPL/A.Lo.)

Sinkiang Uighur o

Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Regi9n Qn Pin-yin roman-
ization Xin-jiang-wel-wu-er Zu-zi-chii) Occupies the
northwestern corner of the People's Republic of China. It
is bordered by Mongolia to the northeast, thc'Scmet
Union to the northwest, Afghanistan and the disputed
territory of Jammu and Kashmir to the southwest, the
Tibetan Autonomous Region 10 the southeast, and the

JOMN BLACKING, ‘Venda

Sinkiang is an area of lonely, rugged mountains and
vast deseit basins, 1t indigenous population of agricul-
turalists and pastoralists inhabit oases strung oul along
the mountain foothills or wandezr the arid platns in search
of pasturage. Since the establishment of firmy Chinese
control in 1949, serious efforts have been made to inte-

from the rest of China, Sinkiang is now connected to
neighbouring provinces by road and rail, and transporta-
tion to the Soviet Union has been improved. Despite the
grecat incicase in the Chinese population, the ethnic
groups aie officially encourazed to develop their own
culiures.

For related physical featnres, see Al TAl MOUNITAINS;
KNI UN MOUNTALNS:, PAMIR MOUNTAIN  AREA; TARIM
KIVLR, TAKLA MAKAN DFSERT; and TIEN SHaN (MOUN-
TAINS). For a more deiailed discussion of history, see
TURKISTAN, HinTORY OF.

History., Southern Sintiang was conirailed by China
during ihe Han dynasty (202 ue=aD 2205, it then pussed
under the rule of locut Ulghur rulers voul i was con-
gquer>d hy the Mongc! teeder Genglis Khan in the §3tn

e,

ceniury and in the 18th century by the Mongohur “eak-
ine Kalmucks, Sinkiang agair came under Chinese con-

trot Juring the Chling (Manchu) dynasty (1644 1911
and was made a province of China mn 1884, Becanse of
the region’s rawsote focation, the ruls of the central gov-
ertauent was nominal; the province was grierned by
semi independent warlords, occasionally under pressure
from the Soviet Union. Sinkiang came under the rile of
the Chinese Communists in 1949 and, in accordance witl
the government’s cthnic policy, became the Sinkiaig
Uighur Autonomous Rezion in 1953,

The lundscape. Reiiey. Sinkieng can be divided 1into
five physiographic regions: the INcrihern [lichlzrnds, tha
Dzungarian Basin, the Ticn Shan (Celcstial NMountains),
the Tarim Basin, and the Kunlun Mountains. These re-
vions run roughly from east to west, the high mountains
alteinating with large, lower basins.

[n the north, the Northern Highlands extend in a semi-
circle along the Mongolian border. The major range In
this area is.the Altai Mountains, with average heights of
approximately 4,500 feet above sea level. The slopes of
the Altai Mountains on the. Chinese (western) side are
relatively gentle, with numerous rolling and dome-shaped

hills.
The triangular-shaped Dzungarian Basin. or Dzungaria,

with an area of 270.000 square miles (700,000 square., -

kilometres), is bordered by the Altai Mountains on the
northeast, the Tien Shan on the south, and the Chun-ka-
erh-a-la-t'ao0 Shan on the northwest. The basin is open
on both the cast and west. It contains a ring of oases at
the foot of the enclosing mountains and a steppe and
‘desert belt in the centre of the depression.

The Tien Shan occupies nearly one-fourth of the area of
Sinkiang. The mountains stretch into the region from the
Soviet Union and run eastward from the border for about
1.000 miles. They are highest in the west and taper off
slightly to the east. The highest peaks are Khan-tengri,
which rises to an elevation of 22,949 feet (6,995 metres)
on the Sino-Soviet border, and Sheng-li, which attains
24 406 feet (7,439 metres), 13 miles to the south. The
Tien Shan is perpetually covered by snow, and numerous
long glaciers descend its slopes from extensive snow

fields.

il
‘hr
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Chinese provinces of Tsinghat and Kan;gstgoéh: Eisrté The Tarim Basin is surrounded by the Tien Shan to the The
China's largest political unit, it COVETS TRTh tt?e o, north, the Pamir Mountains to the west, and the Kunlun Tarim:
miles (1,646,700 square kilometres), Or ORE-= Mountains to the south. It occupies about 55 percent of Basin

+bout 8,000,000 1S com-

posed of numerous ethnic groups. the la_rge_st _of_ ‘-‘f’thh I:li
the Uighurs. The Uighurs follow the Islamic religion qrf |
work at agriculture and animal }_msbun_dry. The capita
city of Urumchi is abusy commercial and lndtlstfl:}l centre.

The Chinese name Sinkiang, OfF New Do'mtmon, was
applied to the area when it came under Chm’e‘se 1'1_\1;’3 In
the 3rd century BC. The region was Jong known to yvest-

erners as Chinese Turkistan to distinguish it from Rus-
<ian Turkistan.

Sinkiang, extending 8350 miles from west to east and
about 350 miles from north to south. The basin consists
of a central desert, alluvial fans at the foot of the moun-
tains. and isolated oases. The desert—the Takla Makan
__covers more than 270,000 square miles (700,000
square kilometres) and is absolutely barren. The core of
the basin has an eievation ranging from about 4 000 feet
(1.200 metres) above sea level in the west 10 about 2,500
feet (760 mictres) in the east. The Turfan Depression at
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the castern end of the Takla Makan, however, is 505 fect

(154 metres) below sea level,

The Kunhim Mountains form the northern Fampart of
the Tibetan Platcan. With elevations up o 24 000 foet
the central part of the range forms an almos lmpencty; -
ble bartier to movement from north to south. There are
passes Ofl the \u':fs{ and cast such as the Karakoram jn
Kashmir and the E'verh-Kan in Siokiang. In the east the
Aorh-chun Shan-mo turns northeast  and cvenditally
merpes with the Nan Shan ia sowdiern Kansu rovinge,
China.

Drainage and soils.  The drainage pattern of Sinkiang
is unique. The only stream whose waters reach the sea 1S
the O-erh-ch't-ssu, which rises in north centrl Sinkiane.
crosses into the U.S.S.R., and joins thie Ob. which cmpiiEs
ite the Arctic Ovean. Other sticains In Sinkinng issue
{rom the mountans and disappear o inland deserts o
salt lakes. The principal river is the Tarim, which is fed
by largaly interanttent streams that rise in both the Kun-
lun Mountains and the Tien Shan. It fows ecastward
across the ‘Tarim Pasin into the sali lake of T.op Nar and
>nds in marshes west of the lake.

Climate.  Remote trom the ovonn and enclosed by high
mouniams. Sinkicagas cut ol from marine climatic intlu-
ences. It thereiore has a continental div climate. The
Tien Shan separaics the dry south from the shehite less
artnocth, and the northern slopes of the Tien Shan are
nmeic humed than theee on tie h.

Kaintalt 1s not only small. but it fluctuaties widelv from
vear to year. Averace Jaiuary temperaetures in the Tarim
Basiii wre about 20° F (-7 C), compared with 5° F
(— 15° C), in many parts of Dzunearia. In the summer.
average tecmperatures north of the Tien Shan are lower
thza they are south of the mountains. In Dzuagaria, Tuly
averages vary from 70° F (21° C) in the noith to 75° F
(24° C) in the south. In the Tarim Basin, July tenipera-
tures average abuui 867 10 (27° C). The hottest part of
Sinkiang is the Turfan Depression, where a maximum of
118° F (48° C) and a July mean of $0° F (32° C) have
been recorded.

Vegeration and animal life. Because of the great ex-
panses of desert, the plant life of much of Sinkiang is mo-
notonous. There are pine for'sts in the Tien Shan and tu-
grak woods in many places on the edge of the Takla
Makan Desert. Apart from these trecs, the most common
are varieties of poplars and willows. In the Tien Shan
and other mountains, there is a great assortment of wild

. B LR
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Plants and flowers, many of which have never been classi-

fed and of which little is known.

“Animal life is of greater interest. and big-game hunting
's an attraction of the Tien Shan. These and other moun-
lains are inhabited by antelopes. ibex (wild goats), wapiti
(¢lks), vaious wild sheep, leopards, wolves, bears, lynx.
and marmots (burrowing rodents). There are wild horses
i the north, wild camels near Lop Nor. and wild yaks
tlarge, long-haired oxen) and wild asses on_the Tibetan
{rontier. Deer, wild boar, wild cats, foxes, and hares are
also found. Bird life is extensive. especially in the Lop
Nor district. The few varieties of fish are mostly of the
carp family. Snakes are not numerous and appear to be
harmless; scorpions and centipedes, however, abound.
During the summer, horse flies, mosquitoes, flies, and
Midges are thick in the woods. A great variety of butter-
lies are seen in the mountains. TN
The people. Population groups. Sinkiang is inhabited
by 13 different ethnic groups, of which the largest are the
Uighurs and the Chinese. Other groups include the Mon-

folians and Khalkans, Hui (Chinese Muslims). Kazakhs.

Uzbeks, Tungusic-speaking Manchus and Sibos, Ta-

~dzhiks, Tatars, Russians, and Tahurs. In 1953 the Uighurs

Accounted for almost 75 percent of the total population
Of 4,900,000: there were only about 1,000.000 members
Ot non-Chinese groups and about 300,000 Chinese. By
the mid-1960s, the Chinese population had increased 10
-3-500,000, or almost one-third of the total population ot
%.000.000: there were 4,000,000 Uighurs. '

.[ he Chinese migration altered the pattern of pOpulauor!
distribution. In 1953 only 1.300.000 people lived north Of
the Tien Shan in the Dzungarian Basin, and three-fourths
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Sinkiang Uighur

E;"’:u'til:: !l;?{::lmll;:? (l!rgd‘ S.(}I:IF}I’; of thr., mountains .in e
iy h;- abm L 1‘11_191.: nflux was dlI:CUth m:n{nly L0

sithrbecause of ity resource potential, By 1970 tha
l“‘l‘l!hlh}rn wars belicved to be cvenly divided between the
Lwo I'iimnt;, with - a Uighur majoiity in the south and a
Nujority {:Il' Chinese in the north, ‘1 Kazakhs, the third
largest minority gronn, are nomadic herdsmen in the
steppes of Dzungaria; thicy are especially concentrated in
the Upper 1 Valley.

| here are two major funguage grouns in the regton. T he
Mongolians speak languages of the Mongoliun branch of
the Altaic group, and the Uighurs, Kazakhs, and Uzbeks
speak the Turkic branch of the Altaic group. The Ta-
cl_?hikx, howcver, belung to the Iranian branch of the Indo-
Evropean lananasc group. Mongolian, Uighur, and Ka-
zakh are wiiilen Janguares in cveryday use; Moneolian
has its own script, while Uighur and Kaszaki are writien
In the Avabic script.

The largest Muslim groups in China are the Uighurs and
the Hui, The Kazakhs and Tadzhiks also follow Islam,
and the Mongolians are adherents of Buddhism..

Settlement patierns,  There are y duisrences in
rural seitiocment potierns in the north and south. Oosic
azrreultiive in the Torim Basin ozcupies abont 40 percemt
of the peopulation, and only 2 percent are engacad 1In
aniinal husbandry. Noivth of ne lien Shan, the erpss-
lards support 35 {0 40 percuni of the populaiion, who are
pastoialists,

nr

Mt

In 1oz early 1970s, thoic were four n.ujor cities in the
proviace. Uitimchi (Chinese Wu tu-mo-cli'i), the 1evion-

al capial, had grown from a population of 80,600 in
1949 10 about 500,000 by 1970. Formerly an agricu!tural
centre for the Dzungarian Basin, it has undereone consid-
crable indusirial development. Karamai. also in Dsungar-
)a. had a population of more than 40,000 in 1958: in the
carly 1960s 1t was developed as a centre of the petroleum
industry. Kuldja (Chinese T-ning) is incated in the Upper
[li Vallcy ncac the Soviet border. With a population of
85.000 1n 1958, it was an administrative town with a
growing food-processing industry. Kashgar is the largest
city of the Tarim Basin, with a populaiion in 1960 of
140.000; 1t 1s an ancient centre for the manufacture of
handicrafts such as textiles, rugs, and tanned leather.
Administration and social conditions. Government.
The adnmunistrative structure of Sinkiang reflects the gov-
ernmental policies of recognition of ethnic minorities and
self-administration, in which local leaders are appointed
to governmental positions. The Sinkiang Uighur Autono-
mous Region is divided on the subprovincial level into
three types of administrative units. There are two munici-
palities (shih) of Karamai (K'o-la-ma-i1) and Urumchi
(Wu-lu-mu-ch’il); the area to the southeast of Urumchi
—including the towns of Toksun (T’o-k'o-hsiin), Turfan
(T'u-lu-fan), and Shan-shan—is under direct regional

administration. There are five autonomous districts (7zu-

chih-chou)': Bayan Gol Mongol (Pa-yin-kuo-leng-
meng-ku). Boro Tala Mongol (Po-erh-t'a-la-meng-ku),
Ch’ang-chi Hui (Chang-chi-hui-tsu), Ili Kazakh (I-li-
ha-sa-k'o), and Kizil Su Kirghiz (K'o-tzu-lo-su-k’o-erh-
k'o-tzu). The six areas (ti-ch'ii) include A-k'o-su, Ha-mi,
Ho-t'ien, K'a-shih, A-le-t'ai, and T a-ch'eng. the last two
of which are under the administration of the Ili Kazakh
Autonomous District. | |

s e i i
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Below the subprovince level, there are two municipali- °

ties of Kuldja and Kashgar, 73 counties (/isicn), and six

autonomous counties (tzu-chili-hsien).

Education. Before World War Il the educational sys-
tem was minimal; attendance appeared to be voluntary
and the teaching halfhearted. Since 1949, educational fa-

cilities have been broadened. Institutions of higher learn-
ing, concentrated in Urumchi, include the Sinkiang Uni-
versity: the Sinkiang “August First” Institute of Agricul-
ture. which offers a course on water conservation: the
Sinkiang Institute of Minorities, which offers courses in
art, Chinese language and literature. history, and science;
the Sinkiang Medical College; and the Sinkiang Institute
of Languages, which offers instruction in Russian, Fn-
glish, French, and German language and literature. The
proviacial library and museum are also in Urumchi.

[nstitu-
tions of
higher
learning
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The economy,  Sources of income,  Because of the dry
clim::ltc. mote than 90 percent of the cultivated land In
S.inklztrn‘;: tlll‘.‘[‘t.‘lld‘i cn}iwly On nrigation, The various po-
ttonabhies an the revion have had rich CAPCFICHCe in wi-
ler-conservancy technigues, of which the hareze system
in the Turfan and Hami depiessions is a fine cxample.
The present cultinated arca can be more than doubled
with ”]l‘ finthee utilization of Sinktane's mountain ¢la-
crers, Nvers, and underrround watey |

bt Badi ot the tolad crop Teom v sobn iBtaw fater andd
spitug wheato Mae (coimy, cnothe: POt SO, 15
grown more extensnely in the south than the north, Rice,
kaoliang (Chinese sorghumY, and millet are also pPro-
duced i large quantities. Long-staple cction is produced
in the Twfan Depression and the grcarer Tarim Basin,

Sinkang 15 one of China’s main (ruoit producine resions:

s sweet Ha-mi melons, seealess Turfan grapes, and 1]
apples are well-known. Livestack includes about 25 per-
cent of China’s sheep, which vield about 62 nercent of the
nation’s wool.

Mineral resources include deposus of lead, zine. copper.,
and molvbdenum and inngcon Gaoerallic elements nsed in
strengthontng <teoly noee of which are of indnst gl sie-
niicance. Goid 15 prodaced from placer and lode denosits
on L osouthern slepes of the Altai Mountuins, where
uranidin s also behieved to 2o miuncd, Significaat quanti-
tiecs of petroleum are produced at Naramai, whose Ul
ahur name weaens black Sl

Siinkiane’s industry i powered by thermal anld hvdio-
clecliie statiens in tre major cities. Heavy idustry in-
cludes an 1ron and stcel works and a cement fuctory at
Urumchi and a farm-tool plant at Kashgar. Industries
processing agricitltural preducte have been established
near the sources of raw materials. They include the cotton
mill in Kashear the silk mtii in Khotan in the south, the
cotton mill in Shih-ho-1ze, the wooicn-textile mill in the
Kazakh pastoral area of northern Sinkiang, ihe beet-sug-
ar mill in the Ma-na-ssu reclamation area (northwest of
Urumchi), and processing factories for the animal prod-
ucts of the pastoral areas. |

Transportation. Roads encircle e Tarim Basin,
along the foothills of the surrounding mountains. and rui
along the norihicrn foothills of the Ticn Shan in Dzungar-
ia. The two basins are connected by a road that crosses
the Tien Shan near Urumchi. There are roads leading to

" the Soviet Union in the north through passes in Dzungur-

la and in the south through the pass at quhgar, the
historic gateway of the.silk trade between Asia and Eu-
rope. The region is also connected by road to the Chinese
provinces of Kansu and Tsinghat in the southeast. |

A railway crosses Sinkiang from Kansu Province
through Ha-mi, Urumchi, and the DZU!’I_‘_J&E'IGH Gate _(a
pass in the Pamir Mountains): it connects with tlhe SO}’IEt
railway system at Aktogay, Kazakh S.S.R. Air services
radiate from Urumchi east to Ha-mi, south to Khotan,
west to Kuldja, and north to A-lo-t'al. |
Cultural life. The various indigenous pqaples of Sin-
kKiang exhibit their own cultures. Th; dominant U_lthl[:‘f
are sedentary farmers whose som'al' organization 13
centred upon the village. There is little _pc:htlcal umt-},
and the villages are virtually autonomous. [he Uzbeks,

related to the population of the Uzbek S.S.R.. are alsd

agriculturists who exhibit some remnants of lheu:amélegf
nomadic way of life. Tadzhiks are related to those ot the
Tadzhik S.S.R. Agriculturalists, they are also skilled 1n

handicrafts and trade. _ '
The Kazakhs are pastoralists related to the people of the

Kazakh S.S.R. They migrate seasonally in search of pas-
turage and live in Jdome-shaped, portable tents known ayj
yurts. Livestock includes sheep, goats, and some gattle,
horses are kept for prestige. The basic social unit is the
extended family; political organization extends through a

hierarchy of chiefs. Although there is a concept of na-

“tional origin, the chiefs are seldom united. |
Like the Kazakhs, the Mongolians are pastoralists who

live in yurts, but their society is more ﬁ_rmly organ:zed.
The basic social unit is the nuclear family. There 1s an
established political hierarchy of groups, the smalilest of
which is a group of several househo

1ds known as a bag.
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I'hf: average person, or free nomad (arat), owes alle-
gliun.cc L0 nobles (raifi) and princes (noyan or wang).
National power, however, is fragmented.
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Sino-Tivetan Langouges
Io e narrowest sens2. (he Smo-libetan lapenaes in-
clude the Chinese and Tibeto-Burmoan larzuages. In terms
of tuimbers of spcakers, they compris2 the world's second
larcest languace famiily (after Indo-uronean), including
over 200 languages and major dialects. In 2 wider scnse,
Sino-11betan has been dcfinaed as alse including the lat
vor Daic), Karen, and Mino-Yao languages and even tne
Yenisey-Ostyak (eor Ket) Ihneansee in Northein Siberia
(the latter athliation secms rather untcnable). Some
Lhnguists connect the Austro-Asiatic or Austronestan
(NMalava Polvnesian) famuilies, or both, with Sino-Tibet-
an; a suzeested term foe this most inclusive group. which
seems (0 be based on premature spccuiauions, 1S Sino-
Austric. Other scholars see a relationship of Sino-Tibctan
with the Athapascan and other languages of North Amer-
ica, but proof of this 1s beyond reach at the present state
of knowledge.

Sino-Tibetan languages were known for a long time by
the name of Indochinese, which 1s now restricted to the
languages of Indochina. They were also called Tibeto-
Chinese until the now universally accepted designation
Sino-Titetan was adopted. The term Sinttic also has been
used in the same sense. as well as for the Chinese subfam-
ily exclusively. (In the following discussion of language
groups. the ending -ic, as in Sinitic, indicates a relatively
large gcroup of languages, and -is/t denotes a smaller
grouping.) -

Sinitic languages, commonly known as the Chinese dia-
lects, are spoken in China and on Taiwan and by im-
portant minorities in all the countries of Southeast Asia
(by a majority only in Singapore). [n addition, Sinitic Is
spoken by Chinese immigrants in many parts of the
world, notably in Oceania and in North and South
America: altogether there are some 600,000,000 speakers

of the Chinese dialects. Sinitic is divided into a number of

languages, by far the most important of which is Mandar-
in (or Northern Chinese). Mandarin, which includes

"Modern Standard Chinese (which is based on the Peking

dialect), is not only the most important language of the
Sino-Tibetan family but also has the most ancient writing

tradition still in use of any modern language. The remain- |

ing Sinitic language groups include Wu (including Shang-
hai dialect). Hsiang (Hunanese)., Kan (or Kan-Hak-
ka). Yiieh. or Cantonese (including Canton and Hong
Kong dialects), and Min (including Fuchow, Amoy, and
Taiwanese).

Tibteto-Burman languages are spoken in Tibet and Bur-
ma: in the Himalayas. including Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhu-
tan; in Assam and in Bangladesh; as well as by hill tribes
all over mainland Southeast Asia and West China (Kan-
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