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The invention of the Armenian alphabet and the translation of the
Bible into Armenian in 432, heralding its Golden Age of literature,
produced a legion of historians, who too often, however, accepted
legend for history.

Coming down to modern times, a step toward methodical his-
tory was taken by Mekhitarist Fathers of Venice. The three volumes
of Armenian history by Fr. Michayel Tchamtchian, whose recital
begins with 1784 B.c., are a welcome contribution. To him we owe
the identification of a 2107-vear line of rulers called “Haigazants,”
from Haig, legendary founder of the nation, to Vahé, who fell in
battle against Alexander the Great. To these he added succeeding
dynasties—Arshakuni, Bagratuni and Roupinian.

A fine Armenian history up to the 11th century is that of Kevork
Aslan (1928). As a masterly work on the pre-Christian era, we have
the “Critical History of the Cuneiform Period of Armenia”, by Astig
Khatchatrian (1933). Covering 2400 years—3,000 to 600 B.c.—it is
rich in geographic and ethnographic data. The History of Armenia
from the Tenth to the Sixth Century B.c., by Nicolas Adontz, covers
the period of Urartu and Nairi. René Grousset, who wrote its pref-
ace, declared that Adontz had established a sound continuity be-
tween pre-Armenian Armenia and “Haigan” Armenia. He praised
the land as the citadel of a “grand race,” the “cradle of an original
civilization.” Other foreign Armenologists and Orientalists are Lay-
ard, Kretschmer, Rawlinson, Maspero, Lehmann-Haupt, Lynch,
Sayce, Macler, Gelzer, Marquardt, Gutschmid, and Jacques de
Morgan. Victor Langlois translated the early chroniclers from Ar-
menian into French. Dulaurier translated the Armenian and other
historians of the Crusaders.

Even today, regrettably enough, one dare not tell in detail the
whole pitiful story of Armenia’s wrongs. Fate has been parsimoni-
ous towards the Armenians. The great Christian powers have ex-
pressed sympathy for them, but went no further. The Treaty of
Sévres in 1920, which promised them a homeland, in fact, decreed
an Armenian state, was ignored by Europe; and three years later,
meeting at Lausanne, the great powers admitted, “We can do noth-
ing.
g]ames Viscount Bryce, historian and diplomat, British Ambas-
sador to the United States, said of Armenia in 1916:

“Those who have learnt what the Armenian race has shown it-
self capable of doing in the field of art and literature, and who have




learnt from history how true it has been to the Christian faith, and
how tenacious of its national life, will hope that the time has now
at last come when it will be delivered from the load of brutal
tyranny that has so long cramped its energies, and allowed to take
its place among the free and progressive peoples of the world. It is
the only one of the native races of western Asia that is capable of
restoring productive industry and assured prosperity to those now-
desolated regions that were the earliest homes of civilization.”®
Lord Bryce’s hopes were not to be fulfilled; worse was still in

store for Armenia. But it was not crushed. Braced by the never-
failing sympathy of its children all over the world, it is maintaining
its entity in a part of the homeland. Without attempting to grope
for the unpredictable, may I close this preface by a comment from
an eminent anthropologist and Orientalist, Professor von Luschan:

“Homogeneous in language, in religion and physical type, the
Armenians may serve as an exemplar. The homogeneity of this peo-
ple, which is not found in equal or similar degree in any other civ-
ilized nation, is interesting as proving that the striking geographical,
linguistic and religious isolation of Armenia during its develop-
ment and florescence has consolidated the type to such an extent
that even today, many centuries after the fall of the kingdom it con-
tinues almost entirely uniform.”

Vauan M. KURKJIAN

New York, 1957

*From Lord Bryce’s Introduction to Armenian Legends and Poems, illus-
trated and compiled by Zabelle C. Boyajian of London, 1916.
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