e S

T s e T

A HISTORY OF THE SOVIET UNION

Geoffrey Hosking has been Professor of Russian History
at the School of Slavonic Studies, University of London,
since 1984. Born in Scotland in 1942, he studied
Russian at Cambridge and European History at Oxford
before gaining his doctorate in modern Russian history
on the basis of archive work done in Moscow and
Leningrad. He has taught at the universities of Essex,
Wisconsin, Cambridge and Cologne, and has been a
Senior Research Fellow at Columbia University in New
York. Amongst his other books are The Russian
Constitutional Experiment: Government and Duma,
1907-1914 (1973) and Beyond Socialist Realism:
Soviet Fiction since ‘Ivan Denisovich’ (1980). In 1986,
A History of the Soviet Union won the Los Angeles
Times history book prize. In 1988, Professor Hosking
was invited to give the annual Reith Lectures; he spoke
on the subject of Change in Contemporary Soviet
Society.
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WINNER OF THE LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK AWARD FOR HISTORY

Never has it been so important for Westerners to
understand the Soviet peoples. In this acclaimed book, Geoffrey
Hoskmg traces the evolution of the Soviet political system from
its origins in 1917 to the present day. He shows how power has rarely
been devolved outside a particularly tightly-knit ruling elite,
and he focuses on the forms of contact that hav \NLbetween
rulers and ruled. He places special emphasis o/ O/, . ’ ™
of the peasantry, urban workers and the professi
on a mass of monographs and memoirs to show
generated their own informal practices to adjust to chan s
social structures, and how, more often than is commonly realised
in the West, they have resisted repression and deprivation.

This new edition has been updated to include Hosking’s
account of the convulsions in Soviet society which have attended
Gorbachev’s perestroika. It provides a vivid picture of what it
has felt like to be a Soviet citizen during the tumultuous
upheavals of the twentieth century.

‘The outstanding merit of Professor Hosking's book
is that the author knows and understands Russians, and brings
this understanding to bear on his study of history.’
R.W. Davies, THES

‘This is a first-rate introduction to Russian history since 1917...
No-one reading it can fail to be impressed by its sound sense, its mature
weighing up of the issues and its considered judgements.’
Pierre Watter, TES
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