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PREFACE

From ancient times, Xinjiang has been an inseparable pért of
our great mothef]and. It is a region whe‘re. thirteen nationalities
live in compact communities, namely, the Uygur, the Han, the Kazak,
the Hui, the Mongol, the Kirgiz, the Xibe, the Tajik, the Ozbek,
the‘Manchu, the Daur, the Tatar and ihe Elousi nationalities. From
remote past, there have been accounts of moving scences about fr‘ie.ndiy
- intercourse among the nationalities.: .-Frqm the political power set
up by the Han Dyn.asty in Xinjiang, undergoing the Tang, Song,
Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, to the founding of the P;:ople’s
Republic of China, the peoples here have together lived, laboured
and multiplied on this vast piece of land. After liberation, under:
"‘9 hrilliant illumination of the Party sp‘.p::ei?lcy towards nationalities,

Ainjiang unite as one, love one another fraternally
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and work té)gether in order to build up Xinjiang, this has Hrought
about a great advance in industrial and agricultural production, and
a prosperity in culture. The spoken and written languages, .the
habits and customs and ‘the religious belief of various nationalities
in Xinjiang have been respected, and the cultural heritage has been
carried forward.

For the sake of celebrating the 30th anniversary of the founding
of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, - we have compiled this
picture album of the habits and customs of the minority nationalities
in Xinjiang on what has already been doné for the exhibition of
HCMN. This album would vividely depict the local conditions and
customs of the various nationalities not only from the architectural

technique, tools of production, the dress and personal adornment,
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but the way of living and their_stationary as well. These outstanding

‘habits and customs of the various nationalities forming and develo-

ping for ages might promote mutual learning and respecting one
another, and result in common development. @We hope that the
flowers of the splendid national culture. will be in full bloom in
the hundred-and-one-flower garden of our great motherland.

We should be very gléd to hear from readers or experts using
the albem who find mirstakes or omissions, of who have comments

or suggestions of any kind
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The Eastern Duke and the Western Madonna

So the story goes: when he was in power, the
Eastern Duke once travelled around the Western
regions (the area west of Yumenguan, including what
is now Xinjiang and parts Central Asia). He was
met by the Western Madonna (who might be a mistress
of a tribe in matrilineal clam society) and was
accorded lavish. hospitality. The Madonna had 12
daughters. On hearing of Great Yu in gaining’ on
prevention of floods by water control that had brought
about benefit to the people, they took a French leave
and went to the Three Gorges of the WujiangRiver
to help Great Yu with his work. Later the Madonna
was shocked when she realized what had happened.
Being in a towering rage, she turned absconding
daughters of her. own into rocks. Thus they have
been standing on the banks of the Wujiang River
from then on directing the boats passing through’
night and day.” : @

“The folklore tells us obviossly that from ancient
times the inhabitants of tribes in Xinjiang had a
frequent communication with the people in the Central ;
plains, and that there was indeed a close friendship
between them. 7

It is shown in this picture that the legendary
Eastern Duke is riding a heavenly steed to the
Kunlun Mountains to pay the Western Madonna a
visit and the latter is sitting on the back of a rera
and bizarre bird to meet the Eastern Duke. What
a magnificent sight! This fresco is now preserved
in Hole 423 of the Dunhuang Caves, Gansu Province,
China, dating from A. D. 366, containing Buddhist
statues, frescoes, and valuable manuscripts. -







