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:’iaring"éxbedltloris-c;ﬁ came!'aniiﬂya'k: biplanes buffeted by gales in the
Himalayas; shootouts with bandits as paleontologists race across the
Mongolian steppes; lost cities beneath desert dunes, priceless art treagyres
and manuscripts along the ancient Silk Road—here are real-life adventures in
the great uncharted “alluring target” of Central Asia at the dawn of the
modern age. .

Rescued from obscurity and profiled in compelling detail are eleven
explorers, scientists, mystics, and just plain adventurers—including two
indomitable women—who journeyed through this forbidding region between
1890 and 1935 and brought back its secrets, its treasures, its knowledge, and,
as vividly presented in The Alluring Target, fascinating accounts of their travels.
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“Central Asia,
once second only to
sub-Saharan Africa as
an area of exploration,
appealed to @ much more
bizarre band of travelers ...
mystics, soldiers, charlatans
and savants. Writing with
an eye for vivid detail,
Kenneth Wimmel does
them all proud.” — Booklist

— John Keay, author of
The Honourable Company

“Wimmel's
Foreign Service
career equipped him
with an intimate know-
ledge of Asia and a keen
awareness of its history.”

“ Kenneth Wimmel has done
a great service for those
of us who delight in tales

“Well researched ... : 5
of exotic adventures.

vividly written accounts,
sure to appeal to — Luree Miller, author of

armchair travelers.” On Top of the World
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