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"re-education through labour" - a form of administrative detention imposed without formal
charge or trial. According to the report, prisoners in the camp work on average 10 hours a
day at making and carrying bricks, cutting and transporting stones, and agricultural work.
They are punished severely if they do not go to bed or get up on time, if they talk to each
other, if they sing songs or shout, laugh or cry, if they secretly take water to wash themselves
for prayer, if they do not finish their allotted tasks, or if they answer back to the police or
guards. The punishments include being hit on the head, stomach and crutch with electric
batons; being made to lie down and having their hand trodden on; being made to stand in
the "flying aeroplane" position; being strapped to a pole and beaten, and being hung from
the ceiling and beaten. On several occasions, police officers inserted an electric baton into a
prisoner’s anus, laughing among themselves as they did so. [...] Many prisoners have lost
their teeth, have bleeding ears, broken arms, infected and useless testicles due to torture.
They are frequently insulted and humiliated by the guards. [...] At mealtime, they have to
sing songs of praise in Chinese, failing which they reportedly go without food. The camp has
no doctor. Prisoners who are sick have to work or are given no food, and only those who are
incontinent are taken to the hospital 36 kilometres away. Some have died on the way to
hospital. [...] Alemjan, a 28 year-old [muezzin from the Baytulla mosque in Khotan]
detained since July 1995, reportedly developed a bad liver condition while in the camp but
was not taken to hospital. Mahmet Abdullah Mehsun [another prisoner from Kargilik]
became diabetic and asked for medical treatment but this was refused. ... Amnesty
International has the names and details of 26 political prisoners who were sent to the camp in
1996 from places including Kashgar, Kargilik (Yecheng), Yarkant (Shache), Keriya (Yutian),
Qiha and Karakash (Moyw) near Khotan (Hetian). Most of them are believed to be still held
there.

Current prisoner cases

The following are examples of prisoners reported to have been tortured or ill-treated who are
still currently detained or restricted. They are only a few examples among others reported to
Amnesty International, some of which are cited elsewhere in this report. Other cases cannot
be publicised because the sources have requested confidentiality.

Abdulhelil, a 28 year-old businessman from Gulja, is reported to have been severely
tortured in detention. He was arrested on 5 February 1997 after taking part in a
demonstration in the city that day (see above, page 18). According to unofficial sources, he
was arrested immediately after the 5 February demonstration, beaten and later taken to the
local jail. Upon arrival at the jail, he was made to face a wall with his two arms raised
against it and police officers proceeded immediately to beat him on the back. He was then
taken away for interrogation and tortured. According to reports, shortly after his arrest, he
was shown on state television and a commentator said he had "confessed" to being the leader
of the 5 February demonstration. Little information has been available about him since then
and the authorities have not disclosed any information about his situation. According to
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unofficial sources, up to April 1998, Abdulhelil was held in Chapchal county jail, some 30
kilometres from Gulja, in Ili prefecture, then moved to other places of detention. He was last
known to be held in the prison of the Bingtuan 4th Division outside Gulja. He has reportedly
continued to be subjected to ill treatment. According to one source, a former prisoner who
had been held in the same prison in 1998 said he had seen a guard set a dog upon Abdulhelil,
His legal status is not known.

Abdulshukur Abliz Haji (also known as Abdushukur Haji), an Imam and Chair of the
Islamic Society in Gulja city, aged in his early 40s, was reportedly tortured while held in
Urumgi following his arrest in March 1997 (see above page 27). According to unofficial
sources, he was released a few months later in poor health. Some sources allege that he was.
given injections in detention and became unable to speak coherently as a result. Following
his release he went to Beijing to seek medical treatment but was reportedly re-arrested there
in early 1998. He is reported to be held in Urumgqji, but his legal status is unknown.

Iminjan, a 28 year-old teacher at the Gulja (Yining) Teachers Training College, was
detained during the February 1997 protests in the city. According to unofficial sources, he
was severely tortured in detention, including by being made to stand barefoot in the snow
and having cold water poured over him in the freezing winter temperature. He reportedly
suffered severe frostbites on both feet as a result. He is reported to be still imprisoned in
Gulja (see page 38).

| e Ty oy o o 4] Abidjan Obulkasim, one of four
(2 e G 2% 1 students tried on political charges in
! 2 & Kashgar in mid-1995 (see above page 31)
! was taken to a "public sentencing rally"
4] together with his co-defendants in

; September 1995. The rally was held in a
. square near Aitgar Mosque in Kashgar
and about 1,000 people attended it. The
police reportedly warned people in the
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Public Scntcncing_ Rally in Kashgar in September 1995 foreigners and tourists from entering the
(80ic;a0 Obuliasias auclothers) area. The four students were taken to the
square by soldiers, with their hands tied and wearing a placard around their neck. According
to eyewitnesses, soon after they arrived, Abidjan Obulkasim shouted "down with the
Chinese Communist Party, long live the minorities!", whereupon a soldier inmediately
forced him to kneel down and repeatedly bashed his head violently on the ground. When the
soldier stopped, Abidjan’s face was covered with blood and a guard put a gag in his mouth
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to prevent him shouting, the eyewitnesses said. They further reported that when the soldier
started bashing Abidjan’s head on the ground, several people in the audience objected loudly
that this was not legal, but they were quickly surrounded by plainclothes police and taken
away into police custody.

Ahmed, a trader in leather in Aksu, married with two children, is reported to have been
arrested in Aksu in 1996 on suspicion of possessing a gun. According to a report received by
Amnesty International, the police tortured him in detention to find information about the
gun, then detained his wife and children in order to put further pressure on him, deliberately
depriving the children of food for a period of time. The children were released together with
their mother after a few weeks, while Ahmed was reportedly tried in secret and sentenced to
15 years’ imprisonment on a different charge unrelated to the initial accusation against him
(see below page 54). His current whereabouts are not known.

Obul Kasem Imin, a Uighur from Dol village in Lop county, near Khotan, was reportedly
taken into custody by public security officers from Lop County in September 1996 for
"speaking out against the government". According to unofficial sources, while detained he
was kneed and kicked in the groin by a police officer, injuring one of his testicles. The
testicle was removed in hospital and Obul Kasem Imin was subsequently released, but
placed under house arrest. According to the sources, the police officer responsible remains
unpunished.

Deaths in custody

Amnesty International has received allegations from various sources about deaths in custody
due to torture or a combination of ill-treatment and neglect, but in most cases the names and
details of the prisoners were not known. These include, for example, allegations that four
unidentified Uighur political prisoners died of starvation at Chapchal prison in Ili Prefecture
in March 1998. Various sources had also alleged that up to fourteen people arrested in Gulja
during the February 97 protests died in detention due to torture within a few days of their
arrest. According to the reports, in some cases, the bodies of the dead were given back to the
families, while others were just dumped on the streets. Below are two cases of deaths in
custody reportedly due to torture where the names of the prisoners are known. Amnesty
International is calling on the government to launch an impartial enquiry into the
circumstances of their death and to make the result of the enquiry public. Some cases of
prisoners who were allegedly shot dead by prison guards are also described in a separate
section of this report (see below page 65).

Salam Kari, a young Uighur from Gulja (Yining) who had formed a Uighur football team in
the city in the mid-1990s, was reportedly arrested in May 1997 in connection with the
February 97 protests in Gulja. According to unofficial sources, a few days after his arrest, he
was dead. His body, which was given back to his family, reportedly showed marks of
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torture. The police reportedly claimed that he had committed suicide in prison. As far as
Amnesty International is aware, there has been no independent enquiry into his death.

Nizamidin Yusayin, a scholar from Urumqi aged about 70 and former journalist for the
official newspaper Xinjiang Daily, reportedly died in police custody due to ill-treatment on 7%
April 1998. According to unofficial sources, he was held in the custody of the Urumqi city
Public Security Bureau and was beaten by police to force him to "confess" to the accusations=
against him. He had reportedly been arrested on suspicion that he had sheltered people

wanted in connection with the February 1997 protests in Gulja (Yining). The exact date of

his arrest is not known, but is believed to have been in or after September 1997. His relatives
were reportedly denied permission to see him in prison. The authorities have not published
any information about his detention or the circumstances of his death. During the mid-1980s,
Nizamudin Yusayin had published a series of articles in a magazine on the theme of religion
in Central Asia. In the articles, he reportedly referred to politically sensitive topics, such as

the reasons why the Uighurs had become dominated by the Chinese in recent history.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS RESULTING FROM THE BIRTH
CONTROL POLICY

Amnesty International does not take a position on the official birth control policy in the
PRC, but it is concerned about human rights violations falling within its mandate which
result from the implementation of the policy. In the XUAR, these include reports of forced
abortions and sterilisations, and of arbitrary arrests made in the aftermath of attacks on
family planning offices or birth control officials.

While it is difficult to document specific examples of women who have suffered such human
rights violations, notably due to the sensitivity of an issue which touches on people’s private
life, it is clear from many reports that the primary victims of these violations are women.
Amnesty International considers that forced abortions and sterilizations carried out on
women who are forcibly taken away from their homes by people acting in an official
capacity, such as family planning officials, to have the operation amounts to ill-treatment of
restricted persons by government officials. Reports of violence against women in the
context of implementation of the birth control policy in the XUAR refer not only to forced
Sbomons and sterilizations, but also to cases where women have suffered permanent health
amage or even died as a result of careless surgery during such operations.

;[.;tin?:hn{::::?i;:v;l:ep°mdly il'_ltro.duced personal "birth limitation contracts" which

is the only reme d)'r in ‘:hc‘m"aCtS indicate that contraception is compulsory and that abortion
limitation contracts" s :c?ase of unauthorised pregnancies. In Kashgar city, the. "birth
couples when the Worr?an lgy the method of contraception chosen, the rewards given to

for those who become 0€s not become pregnant "without a plan" and the punishments
Pregnant outside the plan, whether or not they have used

Amnes!y Intemnatjg
nal, Apri
pril 1999 Al Index: ASA 17/18/99




52 Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region

contraceptives. The punishments include fines "until the child is aborted". A translation of
one of these contracts and the original text, obtained by Amnesty International, are included
in Appendix 2. According to unofficial sources, Kashgar has a "Centre for the Protection of
Mothers’ and Children’s Health" which functions mainly as a birth control and abortion
clinic. Forced abortions have allegedly been carried out on women nine months pregnant.
Abortions are reportedly carried out with little regard for the health of the women concerned,
as a result of which many women reportedly suffer permanent health damages. Some have
reportedly died due to carelessness by medical staff performing abortions. Similar
allegations have been made about other areas in the XUAR.

A short news item published in the Urumgqi Evening News of 2 June 1998 said that "birth

control organisations" had issued "personal

birth certificates" to 18,000 women of child ?u;-,-:uus‘:u-
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There is evidence from many sources that

implementation of the birth control policy Urumgi Evening News, 2 June 1998
has caused a great deal of discontent
among the local population, leading in some areas to incidents of violence. Aksu district is

one of the areas where such incidents have been reported and where arbitrary arrests and
other human rights violations related to the birth control policy are reported to have occurred
for many years

In 1994, large-scale arbitrary arrests were reportedly carried out in Aksu district in the
aftermath of two bombs explosions, one of which was planted at the Family Planning and
Birth Control Organisation of Toksu county. The bombs had exploded on 18 July 1994. By
the end of that month over one thousand people in the area had reportedly been arrested
during police scarches for those responsible for the explosions, and arrests continued during
the following weeks. According to a report received by Amnesty International, the
explosions tollowed one year of "family planning trials and birth control experiments"
started in June 1993 in Toksu and Yopurgar counties. These counties had reportedly been
chosen as the two main areas where the experiments would be conducted for the XUAR.
The experiments reportedly included reducing the number of children per couple to two,
introducing personal birth control "plans" and "contracts", and carrying out forced abortions
against women who had already their full quota of authorised births. According to the report,
during the one vear experiment, over a hundred women in Toksu county were given forced
abortions, including some who were nine months pregnant who were reportedly given
caesarean operations. It is alleged that in Chkyayuzi, abortion and sterilization operations

Al Index: ASA 17/18/99 Amnesty Intemational, Apnl 1999



Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region

were carried out very quickly with no attention to hygiene, as a result of which many women
became ill and some died within three months of the operation. The report did not say what
happened to the people detained in Toksu in the aftermath of the bomb explosions on 18 July
1994, but it indicated that the county was in a state of terror for weeks, with daily arrests
made by the security forces and people being treated so brutality in the process that many
local farmers left the county. Repression and discontent related to the birth control policy
have continued, as shown by the two cases below.

In 1996, a Uighur named Ahmed, a trader in leather in Aksu who was married with two
children, was reportedly sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment on a charge of "opposing the
birth control policy". The initial reason for his detention had apparently nothing to do with
the birth control policy. According to information received by Amnesty International, he had
been detained on suspicion of possessing a gun and tortured by police to force him to give
information about the gun. His wife and children were also reportedly detained for a few
weeks in order to put further pressure on him, but apparently to no avail. The police
eventually dropped the accusation of illegal possession of a gun against Ahmed, but charged
him instead with opposing the birth control policy. This charge was apparently based on
comments Ahmed had allegedly made on this topic during conversations with people in his
village. A few months later, Ahmed was reportedly sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment on
this charge after a secret trial. He reportedly did not have a lawyer and his family was not
officially informed of the trial. Amnesty International is concerned that he is reported to be
arbitrarily imprisoned for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of opinion and
expression.

On 15 July 1998, Rehem Sajeden, a Uighur farmer in Aksu, was executed for allegedly
killing a birth control official. According to official press reports, the official - a Uighur
woman - had been killed on 10 May 1998 when she went to Rehem Sajeden’s house to "talk
to his wife about birth control". An article in the Xinjiang Daily on 17 July 1998 indicated
the incident had occurred in the course of controls and "medical examinations" carried out in
the area on women of child bearing age by officials and medical personnel from the Birth
Control offices of Awat county and Yenge Erik township. The official press dedicated a
series of articles to the murdered birth control official, describing her as a martyr who had
worked without respite to enforce the government birth control policy. In this context, there
is some doubt as to whether Rehem Sajeden had a fair trial.

THE DEATH PENALTY

Amnesty International is gravely concerned about the growing number of executions and the
use of the death penalty as a tool of political repression in the XUAR. It is also concerned
that many of those executed are reported to have been sentenced to death after summary
proceedings, in violation of international fair trial standards.
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The XUAR is the only region of the People’s Republic of China where political prisoners
have been executed in large numbers in recent years. The unrest in the region and the
continued use of the "Strike Hard" anti-crime campaign to target ‘separatism’ have resulted
in a growing number of executions of Uighurs. As elsewhere in the PRC, the death penalty is
also applicable for a very wide range of offences, including many non violent offences such
as theft, economic and drug related crime.*

Since January 1997, Amnesty international has recorded at least 210 death sentences in the
region, of which 190 were executed shortly after sentencing - the real figures are believed to
be higher. Almost two thirds of the cases recorded were publicly reported by Chinese
official sources. The vast majority of those sentenced to death and executed were Uighurs.

These figures indicate that the ratio of death sentences to the population is several times
higher in the XUAR than elsewhere in China. The execution rate vis a vis the number of
death sentences appears also to be higher.

Most of those sentenced to death in the region have been accused of offences related to
clandestine opposition activities, street protests, violent clashes with the security forces, or
terrorist incidents. Some of these cases have been publicly reported by the Chinese
authorities, but others have not. When they are reported, official sources merely list the
accusations against the defendants and do not provide any detail about the evidence against
them or the trial proceedings.

Political prisoners are often tried in secret, under procedures which are reported to be
summary. Trials are a mere formality, with the verdict usually decided by the authorities
before the trial. Convictions are frequently based on forced confessions and statements
extracted under torture. The families are often excluded from the trials and few defendants
are known to have had the assistance of defence lawyers. Defendants who appeal against the
verdict invariably see their appeal rejected. If they do not appeal and their case is reviewed
by the regional High People’s Court, as required by law in death penalty cases, the process
of review is also a mere formality.* In none of the cases recorded by Amnesty International
in recent years have any death sentences been reversed in appeal or review in the XUAR.

» See Amnesty International report, “PRC - The Death Penalty in 1997", Al Index: ASA
17/28/98, August 1998.

3 Though the Criminal Procedure Law (1997) requires that death sentences be reviewed and
approved by the Supreme People’s Court before they are carried out, this procedure is rarely implemented
in practice. Indeed, some regulations adopted in January 1998 effectively cancelled this provision of the
CPL, confirming that the High People’s Courts retain the power of final approval of death sentences,
except when the court of second instance (usually a high court) increases the sentence passed by a lower
court to the death penalty (see Al Index: ASA 17/28/98, August 1998, p.13).
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In many cases, the authorities have staged "public sentencing rallies" to publicly
"pronounce" sentences imposed on alleged offenders. The defendants taken to such rallies
have usually been tried behind closed doors beforehand, though in some cases it is unclear .
whether they have actually gone through any prior formal trial process. Public sentencing
rallies usually make clear that justice is dictated by political considerations. For example, at
one such rally held in Gulja (Yining) on 22 July 1997 - during which nine people were
sentenced to death, the Deputy Communist Party Secretary of Ili Prefecture stated:

"Today’s rally to pronounce judgement has once again forcefully clamped
down on the arrogance of the enemy... fully demonstrated the strong power
of the people’s democratic dictatorship, demonstrated the party and
government’s determination to crack down on national separatism and on
safeguarding national unity and political stability in Ili ..." (Urumgqi Xinjiang
Television, in Mandarin, 23 July 1997)

Defendants who are taken to public sentencing rallies and who receive straight death
sentences (as opposed to death sentences "with suspension of execution for two years") are
invariably taken away to the execution ground immediately after the rallies.

Official reports often show that the judicial process is tailored for the purpose of these show
trials. On 29 May 1997, for example, the official Xinhua news agency reported on a public
sentencing rally held in Urumgi on that day, following which eight Uighurs, whose death
sentences were confirmed at the rally, were immediately executed. The Xinhua report had
obviously been prepared in advance, giving detailed information about the alleged crimes of
the eight defendants. They were convicted of a series of bombings that had occurred in
Urumgqi on 23 February 1997. Xinhua did not indicate when they had been arrested and gave
no detail of their trial. except to say that they had been sentenced to death by the Urumqi
Intermediate People’s Court on 16 May 1997. Following this, Xinhua said, six of them had
appealed against the verdict and had their appeal heard and rejected by the XUAR High
People’s Court. Presumably, the high court also ‘reviewed and approved’** all the death

sentences. as required by law, before 29 May, though the Xinhua report did not indicate
whether this had been the case.

Thus. the sentencing hearing by the court of first instance, the appeal and review process,
and the exccutions all took place within 13 days, between 16 and 29 May 1997. There can be
little doubt that the fate of the defendants was sealed long before the rally - probably from

* In practice, when defendants appeal in death penalty cases, the procedure for appeal and that for
review and approval of the verdict are amalgamated into one, so that in many cases death sentences are
approved by the high courts almost immediately after trial and the defendants executed soon after being
sentenced. Moreover, in violation of UN standards, Chinese law does not allow those sentenced to death to
seek pardon or commutation of the sentence.
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the time they were sentenced to death on 16 May - if not before. Indeed, the organisation of
a sentencing rally which is to be attended by several thousand people invited from
government offices and units, and which is to be followed by executions, requires a fair
degree of advance preparation, particularly when the rally is due to be shown on television
and is given lengthy and instantaneous press coverage, as this one was. One can safely
assume, therefore, that the sentencing hearing and the appeal and review process, if they all
indeed took place within the 13 days before the rally, were just formalities in preparation for
a show trial and executions.*

International standards require that the most careful legal procedures and all possible
safeguards for the accused be guaranteed in death penalty cases. These safeguards include
the presumption of innocence; the right to have adequate time and facilities to prepare the
defence; the right to have adequate legal assistance at all stages of the judicial proceedings;
the right to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal; and
the right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence. None of these safeguards are
available to defendants liable to the death penalty in the XUAR.

Amnesty International is also concerned about common practices which constitute cruel and
degrading treatment of prisoners sentenced to the death penalty. Prisoners sentenced to death
are usually kept handcuffed and some also have their feet shackled from the time they are
sentenced to death until their execution. Those taken to public sentencing rallies are made to
stand facing the audience with their hands tied behind their back and wearing a placard on
their chest, on which their name and crime are written. They are usually forced to keep their
head bowed by soldiers escorting them. In some cases, their feet are also chained and their
mouth is gagged with a rope or wire tied tightly at their back to prevent them from speaking
or shouting. These practices violate international standards on the treatment of prisoners, by
which China has agreed to abide, and unnecessarily add to the inherent cruelty of the death
penalty.

There have been reports that some prisoners have been executed in public, notably in
villages of Ili Prefecture (see example below; 20 January 1998 cases). It has also been
reported that the authorities have refused to return the bodies of some executed prisoners to
their family (see below; 24 April and 22 July 1997 cases), thus preventing the families from

% The Xinhua report also said that the defendants had been convicted under the Criminal Law and
a Decision of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on “the Severe Punishment of
Criminal Elements who Seriously Endanger Public Security”. This Decision, introduced in 1983, has been
normally used in conjunction with another 1983 Decision on the “rapid adjudication” of such cases, which
provides for summary trial and curtailed procedures for the appeal and review of death sentences (see
Amnesty International report, “Law Reform and Human Rights”, Al Index: ASA 17/14/97, March 1997,
p-17). Though the latter Decision was formally repealed on 1 January 1997, reports about the speedy
imposition and approval of death sentences in various places in China indicate it may still be applied in
practice,
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burying their dead according to Muslim customs. This increases concern about reports that
the prisoners were tortured to extract forced confessions.

Often, the families of those sentenced to death have not been informed until the last minute
about the fate of their imprisoned relatives. For example, the parents of 23 year-old Jappar
Talet, one of those executed after a sentencing rally in Gulja on 22 July 1997, were
reportedly informed of his execution just a few hours before it was carried out. According to
the testimony of a relative who has left China, a policeman came to their house at 8.00 am
on 22 July, informed them of their son’s impending public trial and execution and told them
they could see him for five minutes at the prison beforehand. The parents apparently had no
prior warning of what awaited their son. After his execution, they requested his body in
order to give him a proper burial, but the authorities refused to return the body.*’

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases, on the grounds that it is a
violation of the right to life as guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
the ultimate form of cruel and inhuman punishment.

Cases reported since 1997

® On 30 January 1997, 17 men including four Uighurs were executed in Urumgi, the
regional capital, immediately after they were sentenced that day by the Urumqi Intermediate
People’s Court in an "open" court hearing. Reporting on the court hearing on 31 January
1997, the official Xinjiang Daily made no mention of any appeal or review process in these
cases; it simply stated that the prisoners were executed on the day of the hearing. The 17
men were among a larger group of prisoners tried on that day on various charges. Sixteen of
those executed, including 13 ethnic Chinese and three Uighurs, were convicted of murder,
robbery, theft, assault and drug offences. Another Uighur, Mamat Obulhashim, was
executed for having allegedly organised a bombing attack in Urumqi on 13 February 1996.
Seven other Uighurs were sentenced at the rally for alleged involvement in the bombing.
One of them, Maimaiti Musulimu Abudurahman, was sentenced to death with suspension of
execution for two years; the others received prison terms.

*" Testimony by Parhat Yasin, presented before the US Congress House Committee on
International Relations, Washington DC, 16 June 1998.
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e On 24 April 1997, a
"public sentencing rally"
attended by some 5000
people was held at a stadium
in Gulja (Yining) city to
pronounce sentences against
30 Uighurs who had taken
part in the protests in the
city on 5 and 6 February
1997. Three of them, Yusuf
Tursun (Yusufu Tuersun), ;
Aishan Maimati and Ibrahim &
Kasim (Yibulayin
Kasenmu), were sentenced
to death on charges of
"causing injury, arson,
hooliganism, smashing
property and looting" during 3
the protests. They were
executed immediately after
the rally at an execution :
ground on the outskirts of =25 v=t— vz
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Urumgi after being Public sentencing rally in Gulja on 24 April 1997

: . . 1li Evening News, 29 April 1997
convicted of involvement in
a bombing which had occurred in the city on 25 February 1997. The eight, identified as
Mahmut Abdurahman, Abdullah Mollaji, Abdulahat Memet, Aisha Amet, Yusuf Heyit,
Mustafa Lua, Ali Keyum and Jelil Bilal, had appealed against the verdict but the appeals
were rejected. Four other defendants in the same case, including Ibrahim Tohti, received the
death penalty with suspension of execution for two years. The sentences against the 12 men
were announced at a "public sentencing rally" held at the chief courthouse of the XUAR
High People’s Court in Urumgqi. The rally was televised. The prisoners were shown standing
in the dock of the courthouse, each with hands cuffed, legs chained, and a rope around the
neck which was held in the back by guards wearing military uniforms.
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