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‘Bosnia lies at the nodal point of the great historic civilizations and

her history is difficult to write, because it needs several languagq
and a knowledge of very complicated events. In view of the Bosnian
disaster today, it also needs an understanding of the world after the
Cold War. To combine these qualifications in a book that is
accessible is a formidable undertaking, defeating all but the best. =
Noel Malcolm is the best: here he has triumphed, and there is nota
page, from the surveys of archaeological evidence at the start, to the =
moral condemnation at the end, which is out of place.’ '

NORMAN STONE
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“Will be read as the definitive work

for decades to come.”

— SPECTATOR

The years 1992 and 1993 will be remembered as
the time in which a unique country was
destroyed. It was a land with a political and
cultural history unlike any other in Europe, a
land where great powers and religions con-
verged, overlapped, and combined: the empires
of Rome, Charlemagne, the Ottomans, and the
Austro-Hungarians; the faiths of Roman
Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Judaism, and
Islam. Today, this rich past has become obscured
by violence and war, shrouded in a bloody fog of
ignorance and misinformation.

In this first-ever full history of Bosnia, Balkan
specialist Noel Malcolm provides an account of
the country from its beginnings toits tragic end.
A triumph of narrative clarity, Bosnia: A Short
History outlines and dispels the various myths
of racial, religious, and political history which
clouded the modern understanding of

have so

Bosnia’s past. In particular, the book explodes

the claim that the warin Bosnia was the inevita-

- 3 "
ble consequence of “ancient ethnic hatreds.” It
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“By far the best available guide to the fatal steps to
catastrophe. ... Thoughtful, lucid, and deeply informed.”
— NEw YOrk REVIEW OF BOOKS

“A masterpiece. Few histories have made history. This one
could yet doso.” .
— Times oF LONDON

“A marvelous book, a work of great scholarship.”
— MARGARET THATCHER

“A most impressive achievement....A firm and skillful
guide to the general reader.”
— T1MES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT
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