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GEORGE ORWELL famously wrote in his book, Animal Farm, that, ‘all are
equal but some are more equal than others’. The question of political, racial
and religious equality is an ongoing debate within the context of a modern
secular nation-state like Britain. When national identity is constructed
around specific ideas and notions of race and religion, multi-cultural diversity
and religious pluralism are negated via exclusivity. As a result, any social
entities existing outside the concepts of a very definite and exclusive national
identity are treated as ‘other’. Muslims in Britain are often viewed in terms of
‘otherness’. They are also measured by their responses to their religious and
national identities particularly when there is a clear contention resulting in a
question of loyalty. ‘A true and faithful allegiance to the legitimate sovereign
or government of one’s country’, would perhaps be an accurate description
of ‘loyalty’ within the context of citizenship and nationality. But for one to
truly experience and manifest loyalty the feeling of inclusion and belonging
must already be firmly established. Belonging would suggest that one is fully
included in a specific member group, or in this case nation, and that the
particular rights regarding individual inclusion within the member group are
assigned. Belonging, therefore, is the precursor to loyalty and that, because
one cannot belong without a sense of loyalty, both idioms are possibly
interdependent. In response to the current socio-political debate on loyalty
and belonging perhaps Orwell might say, ‘all are British but some are more
British than others’.

. THE ISLAMIC FOUNDATION, established in 1973 in the city of
Leicester, is a major centre for education, training, research and
publishing. The Islamic Foundation aims to be an active force in shaping the
future and enriching the lives of people around it. It serves this aim by
building bridges between Muslims and others, and by promoting the highest
standards of academic research and by its publication programme.

E THE CITIZEN ORGANISING FOUNDATION (COF) is the UK’s
/K" | primary training Institute promoting broad based citizen organising
— primarily amongst the key civil society institutions of faith, labour and
youth. In 2oc0 ‘Muslim News’ awarded the first Annemarie Schimmel
Award for Excellence for ‘Championing a Muslim Cause’ to COF.
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