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The goographical nomenclature in this paper has been

based on the recommendations of the Royal Geographical Socliety
(London) , as given in the following worlks:

Reynolds, J.H. (Secretary, Permanent Commlties on Geographical

ames, Roval Geographical Society). "Place-Names in

%

inldlong", Geographical Journal, IXV, Ho. 3 (March, 1925),

Sen
¢t
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I._'h-
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'i._d'l

» Aurcl. "Innermost Asia: Its Geography as a Factor

orv", Geographical Journal, IXV, Wo. 5 (May, 1925),

vre A
i

- . 3%7-405 and No. 6 (June, 1625) , pp. 475-801.

~zo+ peliance has been placed upon the map, entitled

ltlﬂ.‘--'ﬁ- ﬁr"

Onimess Turldistan and adjacent parts of Central Asia and

+s

ansu®? (scale 1/6,000.000), acconpanying the latter work.
| fter its firss use in the paper, the Journal of the

Royal Central Asian Society has been cited as Q.Aiﬁ.J., with

tha cxception of a slight variation in the Bibliography . After
April, 1930, the Central Asian Soclety added the word ®Royal
. to its name. This has been noted in tne Bibliography by uhe

use of either C.A.5.J. or R.C.A.5.J., as applied to volumes

published before OT after that date.



At this time I wish to aclmowledge the g:c;au.t help
glven me by Dr. Robert J, Xernor, without vhilch I could
never have cowplotoed thia paper. He has unselfishly given
his tine in trying to keep me on the right track , has given
me many clues to the truth, and has endeavored to teach me

to recognize truth from propaganda.

H, W.
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Sinkiang, vhich ﬁleanﬂ in Chinese the New Province
or New Frontier, comprises all the possessions of China
in Central Asia: notably Dzungaria, the Altel or western
pnftiﬂn of the former Chinese province of Outer Hongolia,
the old province of Ili, and Bastern Turlkestan or Fashgaria.
Chinese Turlkestan, actually The name of Eastern Turlkestan,
as opposed to Western or Russian Turkestan, is the name
usually applied to tae whole province. The territory has

an arasz of roughly 400, 000 square miles, of which the

—

—r'«-ﬂ—-u

greater zarv 1S desert. Externally its frontviers are well
defined by mountains and deserts, such as the Altal, the
mien Shan, the Pamir, and the Kunlun Ranges and the deserts
of Gobi and Dzungaria, vhile the commanding internal
features are the great southern desert of Talklamakan, the -
northern desert of Dzungarila and the .central ;I'ieﬁ Shan
Range .

Geographers usually divide this province into two

distinct reglons, seperated by the Tien Shan, the range

forming & ind of baclkbone to the country. On the north 18

the Dzungarian plain, 1ike a greatl trough between the Tien

Shan and the Altal Mountalns, partially open at both the
eastern and vestern ends. On the south 1s Kashgaria, or



2

tho Tarim Basin, betwoon the Tien Shan and tho Kunlun
Ranges, and boing both the most popm.ous anc the oldest
inhablited. These nain roglons correspond with the "Chinese
division into T'ien Shan Pei Lu and T'ien Shan Nan Lu -
the Road North and the Road South of the Heavenly |
Hﬂuntains.“l The Ili valley or Kuldja region and the
purfan depression are smaller, almost distinct regions,
as is the Haml district on the eastern frontler.

mhe sedentary population of the province, excepting
that part in the southern o2ses of the Tarim Basin, depends
for 1life on the snow and ice of the Pien Shan, The foot-
rills of this great range are alniost vniformly barren, bub
under the snowy crests are " onecat crags and forests ol
spruce, under tnese are the upland summer pastures of the
noreds, and tnder these again in sone places are superb
lower gresing graunds....ﬂg Tn the plains, Lattimore
continues, "rein varies fpom 1little to less. The only
water 1s from snow-fed Tivers, vhich, brealking through the
sntervening foothill ranges, Iun on across the plains until

they perisih 1n great swamps of reeds, beyond which are the

encompaﬂsing,deserts that divide the province fruquﬂngolia

e

. o
ancd China. 3

1 Owen Lattimore, #chinese murldsten” in The New

P —

Orient, II, The Far East (Chicagos 1933), edited by 4.U.

p——————

Pope and others, 100, HereafteX cited as "Chinese
rurldstan® , New Orient, Il.

2 Tattimore, High Tartary (Boston: 1930), 36.

3 LoC. cit.
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The towms are found where the streams break through
thoe dry foothills, vhere the water can most easily be
expanded by irrligatlion canals and made to support an
agricultural population. Between the streams are the minor
deserts, over which the "two great Roads, threading towmn

to town like beads on a string, provide the only lateral

corramication,” 4

The Tien Shan is roughly the historical frontier
between nomads to the north and farmers to the south, vihile

the trough of the Dzungarian plain has long served as a
bridge detween the longol ian plateau and the Kirghiz steppes

d the plains of South Russia. The central Dzungarian

desert forms the depth of the trougn, north of which is
7 the Irtish River, flowing througn Siberia and

1o Ocecan. The fertile region between the Irtish

Into o= Arul

lmovm as’ the Altai, a continuous

grassland,formerly ad:ninlstared from Kobdo on the Mongolian

side of the mountains, but since the Chinese Revolution a

part of Sinkiang. luch gold is taken out of th::.s regilon,

the name "Altai" being from a I&ungc:l word. meaning too1d" .

A series of towns 1S found on the southern edge of the

Dzungarian plain, along the foot of the Tien Shan, strung

along the Pel Lu, OF North Road, vhere is received mos®

of the rainfall of the province, especially on the mountain

- 8lopes.
________._.....—-—-———"".__—_—_-
& Tbid., 37.
5 Tbid., 41.
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Concerning the Heavenly Mountains Douglas Carruthers
wrote: "In a 1ﬂngth of elght hundred miles there are only
two passes sultable for wheeled traffic,"e these being the
lov saddles of Tashlhto and Tapancheng, connecting Dzungaria
with the southern part of the province. At the northern
nouth of the more important of these, Tapancheng, where a
grip can be established over provincial cormmunications, is
the capital, Urunchi, To the west another low pass, the
Talli, gives access to the I1li valley Irom Dzungaria.

The several hundred mile long Tien Shan Range is split
3n the west into northern and southern ranges by the wedge-
the Siberian steppc, vhile the apex to the east, where the
T1i River has 1ts sﬂuﬂce, is closed by lofty mountains, the

—-— e ——

cen ntral Tlen Snan, The Chinese part Dl the valley, for the

Yo —

Tii River 110US westward into Russia, has an area of about

7

25,000 sguare miles, or nalf the size of England, being

formed by the river Ili and its tributaries, the Kash,

- Qunguz, and Teles..The region, vhile the most remote of

the Chinese possessions, is one of the richest; CGarruthers

8 TLm
spole of it as'the 71 Dorado of the Celestials."' It is

often ceolled the Kuldja district, from the chief tovm.

6 Tnkmown Mongolia (London: 1914), II, 378.

7 Henry Lensdell, Russlan '} Central Asia (Boston: 1885),

Ij 1901
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From the south it can be reached by the difficult uzaxrt,
or Ico Pass, and from the cast by tne easy aret Pass.,

The center of the province, with the Tien Shan to
the north and west, end the Quruq Tagh, or "Dry lMountains",
to the south, is the small Turfan depression, about two
percent the size of its southern nelghbor, the Tarim Basin.g
Tts floor extends only about one hundred miles east and
vest by fifty north and south, walle the bottom of the
basin is about three hundred feet below sea lavel.lo The
region taltes its name from 1Gs chief city, a prosperous
place a short distance east of the main road connecting the
no»thern and southern parts of the province, thus having a
strategic importance comparable to Urumchi to the north.
Wor ccmplete control of the province, these Two points
r-15T D2 2=sld Dy the sane povcIl.

m-» Tawim Basin, in the words of Von Le Cog, is "like

e - — i

a gigentic bowl £i1led in the center with moving sand- a
terrible end in many places, owing to lack of water, an
impasaﬁbla desert "1t It is hmge, extending some nine

hundred miles from Kashgar in the west to Lop Nor in the
east and stretching fully three hunci;'ed and thi::::ty 1{15.135

ot its greatest width.'? West and morth it is rimmed Dby

—

.9 Ellsworth Huntington, The Fulse Of Asia (London:
1910) , 2995.

10 L.oc. CiT.

11 Buried Treasures Of Chinese Turkestan (London:
1928) , tr. 4. Barwell, 0. et

12 Sir Auvrel Stein, "Innermost Asia: Its Geography

as a Factor in History", Geographical Joubnal, LXV,
Nurbers 5 & 6 (May & June, 1925;, 388 .



tlwe Tien Shan, and to the north-east by the Quruq Fagh,

wville to the south-west stands the lofty Pamirs, the "Roof
of the World", from vhich juts the Karaloram and Iunlun
Ranges, enclosing the Basin on the south and south-east.
These great Ranges feed the Tarim River and its tributaries,
the system finding its way along the northern edge of the
Basin to its final destination in the swampy Lop Nor

district Lo the east. In the center of the bowl is the

Taklamakan Desert, between which and the mountains lies a
string of oases wnich makes Kashgaria

L

t of culvivation, a

o
O
|3

the richest part of the province.
Bast of the Lop Hor is the Pei Shan, a dry plateau

region which is the westward end of tThe Gobi Descert., North

- T

of this is Hami, a towm and district on the soutaern edge

xtrenmity of the Tien Shan, here lmowm

2STeIrnost ey
a Tagh. This fertile district guards the eastern
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Tho peopleos of Sinlkliang may be grouped under three
hoada; the sottled indigenous population, the nomads, and
chie it grants . Under the first heading we £ind the Turld,
the largest group in the province, concentrated in Kashgaria
and in the Haml or Qomul district, on the eastern border.
The word Turidi ls of Russian origin, for the Turki names
hiwsell after his town, being a Kashgarl or a Qormmlig. The
only general word he Imows is Sart, an old Uigur word for

merchant ,+° although the Chinese call him Ch'an-t'ou, or

Turbaned Heaﬁ.lé

The Turki who live in Sinkiang are gll Sunni licham-
mgdans, The distinguishing features are the small nose,
acutn, broad face and neavy beard. He is usually a
farmer, though a poor one, due largely to laclk of inéentive.
Ucenesrgily spealking, the Turlkd can grow, under the present
huzger-mzgssr agricultural systen, more than enoughn for

his personal use and. for markeving, so taere is no induce-

ment for greater efforts LES

If the standard of living is
judged by a full belly, warm clothes, and fat children, .
then his standard is high. Not a Turld in the land is

without a warm wadded coat, for he puts food and clothes

=i e

13 "Peoples of SinXkiang", Central Asian Suc:.ei;;z:
Journal (hercafter cited as CL,A.5,.Jd. ), FXVIL, Pt T8 CAprdd

1930) , 232, . 1
14 Latbimore, "Chinese Turkistan", New Oriemt, II, 102.

15 Schomberg, "Habitabllity of Chinese Turkistan",

Geoﬁr....phiual Journal, IXXX (Dec. 1932), 508. Herea.ftar ﬂitﬂd
as hahitahilit;r ity", Geog. J., LXXX, . _
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bolfore famlly, rolligion, ambition, education, or vhatever
suays the deslres and opens the purse of manlkind, It is
comfort, first and last, vhich appeals to him.ls He is
vonderfully hardy, easily contented, and often very ingen-
ious, with a marlked taste for music, song and dancing.]'?
The nomads may be divided into the liongols and the
lioslems., The nomad Moslems are the Kirghiz and the Kazaks,
rather unimportant tribes of poverty stricken Turks, with
a trace of liongol blocd, especally the Kazaks, "'11& Kirghiz

manage to live nmore comfortably than the latter, The liongols

are called Kalrmks, a term of contempt, the largest group

18

being the Torguts,

Dzungaria is named from the Dzungar, the Lelt Wing

b
(a

neat confederation of VWestern liongols, who in the

-ﬂ ‘ll-‘
OL TLil

seTsntasnth cenbtury came very near to winning mascery over

O
(N
ll

cl

21l longclia. Owing to internscine struggles, a large bedy
brole avway, rigrating through Russian @entral Asla To the
anga.lg Some seventy years later most of These liongols
fied their Volga home and returned to China, the hanc-hu

Emperor glving them land in Chinese Turlm.astan.go There

P —

e

16 Thid., 509-10.

17 "peoples of Sinldang", C.A.S.J., XVII, 232-33.

18 T.0Cc. Cit.

19 Lattimore, “Chinese Turkistan', New Orient, II,
103, - '

20 See Thomas De Quincey, Revolt Of The Tarters (New

G
Yorks 1898); also Hemning Haslund, lien A ods In liongolia
(New York: 1935), Book II. :




thoy romalned, the poople lmovm today as Torguts. They are

lamalsts and closely allied in features, religion, and

habites with the Mongols of llongolia and the Tibetans. ine

largest numbers of thoem are found in the Tien Shan Range .31

Schomberg wrote, in 1932, that today "no one takes
any trouble about the rights of the nomads, wno are never-
theless of great economic value, as thelr horses, cattle
and sheep are a source of wealth to The province .“22

The main immigrants are the @hinese, the ruling upper
strata, and the Tungans, the lioharmedan Chinese, mainly
fpor: Tansu and Yunnan provinces in China. There are not
man7 Chinsse in Sinkiang, fﬁr most of them dread the cold
winters there, but these few constitute The ruling class
arni the well-to-do merchants. The Tungens are of ten called
the brains of the province, but they are not well liked.

e loharmedan Chinese are nov of pure blood, but it
is not definitely known just vhat is their ancestory. Some
say that they are the rermants of an old Turkic Uigur tribe
from Bastern Turkestan vhich accompanied Gengnis. Ihan to
China, where they rerained, adopting Chinese dress and
customs, pbub rebaining their rcligion .23 Other 'ﬁl“itﬁfﬂ say

that they are decendants of Arabs who came to China in the

Eight Century as mercenaries, keeping Arab traits in their

—

ail—

21 "peoples of Sinkiang", C.A.S.J., XVII, 232-33.

0o WHabitability", Geog. J ., LXXX, 510.

23 William Morden, Across Asia’s Snows And Deserts
(Few York: 1927), 262. e e Ana Dese
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business initlative, in onergy, in courage, and in deep
love for horses, According to one suthority they are of
threo sources - Arab, Uigur-Mongol and Salars from
Sm‘smrl{and.zd‘ Inter-marriage with Chinecse has glven the
fangans marked Chinese facial characteristics, though some
guthorities hold that they can usually be distinguished
from the true Celestial., A typnical Tungan, they believe,

has a swarthier face, a more agquiline nose, and generally

a more Latin look about him than an ordinary North Ghinasai':s
The Tungans are Shiah Mohammedans, vhile the Turld of

- W o b | L} 26
Sinltigng, it will be remembered, belong to the Sumni sect.

24 R.B.Ekvall, "Revolt of the Crescent in Western
China", Asia, XXIX, No. 12 (Dec. 1929) , 945.

o5 peter Fleming, News From Tartary (New York: 1936) ,

N2

o6 "peoples of Sinkiang", C.A.S.J., XVIIl, =5=.
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The murder of Governor-General Yang Tseng-nsin caue
as a great surprise, for ne vas at the height of his
povier and apparently had nothing to fear from wvithin the
Province . During the weelr, on July 1, 1928, the Kuoming-
tang or National People's Party had been introduced into

Sinldang, with an official ceremony and much flag waving,

-

211 of course under the control of the Governor, as was
e council of the Kuomingtang Party for the Province

walch he had appointed. le even changed nis own title

Swom Governor-General to tpregident of the Provincial

o TR a l
ad .

e e Tl e

Yeng Tseng-hsin came to power in Sinkiang in 1911,

waen, arter several months of unrest and insecurity

-

following the revolution in China, he ascsumed control,

E: = . 2 T = ™
and soon Yrestoredorder ana confidence .” Surrounded by

.-""'"-F ;

enemies, "wibh an sndifferent army, with bad conmmnica -

C

ions, with 2 mixed and rmbtually antagonistlic population

1 Sven Hedin, Riddles Of The Gobi Desert (New York:
1953) , tr. E. Sprigge & G. Napier, 62. Heroafter cited as
Hedin, Riddlcs. 1 |

o Vlalter Bosshard, "Politics and Trade in Central
Asia®, C.A.S.J., XVL, Pt..IV (1929), 435.

11



wnder his mle, Yang gave his vast province complete
tranqulillity and a standard of law and order unegualed in

China 'Y

0fflcally he aclmowledged the Central CGovermment
in Peldng, but being well removed from its jﬁrisdictiﬂn,
he formed a state of his owm, with its administration,
lavs, &nd'mﬂnay'.é

His Excellency Yang Tseng-hsin was aboul sizxty-Iour
vears old at the tirme of his death.

Opposite the CGovernor!'s Eamﬁns in Urumnchi, tThe
provincial capital, was a judicial school, wnose
Toormcencensnt® exercises llarshal Yang had honored, year
arter year, with his presence, attended by all the
leading officals, In 1928 the eﬁercises were held on July
7, and the CGovernor, in a radiant humor, had "delivered an
encouraging and brilliant &ddrass."ﬁ.Fﬁllnwing this, a
dinmer was given by the superintendent of tThe seminary.

i'arshal Yang was attended only by his personal guard,

Imowm popularly as the "chief executioner®, Colonel Kao
vi

1 -
while the Iarshals uvsual armed escort-was regaled in a
distant room., After the first course was served, the

waiters surrounded Yang Tseng-hsin, pulled pistols from

5 Wgis Excellency Yang-Tsen-Hsing®, C.A.S.J., XVI,
t. I (1929), 86. Hereafter cited as "H.E.Yang", C.A.S.J.,

LVI.

4 Bosshard, op. cit., 435-36.

- 5 0ffical residence.

6 Hedin, Riddles, 65. .
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tholr sleoves, and shot him dovm,. As tho faithful Kao

trled to cover his maataf with his ovm body, he too was
SNOT .‘?

Dr. Svon Hedin, whose associate Dr. Hurmel was in
the vicinity at the time and had talked with a teacher
who had been at the banquet, says that immediately after
the first mortal shot, the Cormissioner for Forelgn

Affairs, Fan Yao-nan, had

hurried out, escorted by some of his men, He
steered his course, with his troop, To the
Governor-General's yamen and burst into his
private room to selze tThe red seal of power. He
Wwho has that seal in his hands is the suprene
authority in Sinkieng and rust be obeyed by all.
3ut there were two soldiers posted at the
entrence who refused him admittance without
specific orders from the liarshal, He tThen
ordered his men to shoot them, They fell at
vz T Pgs‘t -

- S ——

Zen then surmoned Chin Shu-jen, Chief of the
Chancellery (or Political Departnent) , but the latter
sent troops instead. After a short but brisk fight,
shipseen of Fan'ls guard were Idilled and he was carried

off to prison, His men wWeIre unable to use the-machine

guns which Yeng kept mounted in the courtyard, as they

O
did not understand the mechanism,.”

pDr. Hedin says that Chin acted promptly and

-w_'l—'

ol

7 Tbid., 66-7 and ty E.Yong®, C.A.8.7., XVI, 87.
They differ on several points, notably wnether the dinner
was gilven by the superintendent or by Fan Yao-nan and
whether or not Colonel Kao was in the Troom.

8 Hedin, Riddles, 67.

9 ;mi_’ 6'?"8 L
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energetlcally, having the city gates closed 1mediately
and sending out military patrols to preserve order.
several of the nmrderers vere shot the same evening, but
Fan was tortured to make him betray his acconplices.,
According to Hedin,

it was said that they cut off his upper 1in,
his nose and his cars and put out his eyes. AT
night he was strangled by two men each pulling
on one end of & rope thrown in a noose around
his neck. The corpse was flung over the wall
and was lying ig front of the yamen on the
following day.

On July 8, 1928, Chin Shu-jen was chosen by the
officials of the Province &as Gﬁmm%nder—Ln—Ghief and
President of the Councll of Sinkiang.ll

Urunchi wes greably disturbed by the rurder and
there was wmch tension in the air, but vwhen Chin declared
o state of siege, no one being allowed on the stieets
the situation g&a&ually became calmer. When
Dr. Hedin arrived in the capital three months after the

;mrder, on October &, the military patrols were still out

and the gates were closed early, but everything seemed.

quletin

-

s .

10 Ibid,, 68-9. GeOorge Rocrich says that Fan and his
daughter were condermed to the ling-chi, a torture
consisting of being cut alive into 10,000 pieces, Fan
being made to witness her horrible fate. Trails To Innost

Asia (New Haven: 1931) , 119, Hedin, however, S&ys that

Fan's daughter and her ®oma', or servant, had fled into

the town and had disappeared. Riddles, 69,

11 "H.E. Yang®, C.A.S.J., XVI, 88.
12'ﬁedin, Rid&laa,'69-70.

-
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Tho new President of the Provincial Council
from the first day showed himself equal To the
occasion, He maintalned exemplary order in
Sinldang, and the strictest discipline. It never
came to rioting or disturbances, pillage or
violence. He possessed presence of mind and
energy, and, lilke Yang, wished to manage the
affairs i;g the province entirely on his ovn
accounv,

But only a few months after Yang's murder Chin began
to rule the country arbitrarily and despotically. The tax
burden became heavier and freedom to trade and ply a craft
came to an end. Chint!s newly enlisted troops were sald to
be =z horde of ruffisns from the gutters, a scourge and
torment to the people. Customns duties were ralsed; collec-
tors stole ruthlessly; trade with China was almost ended
and internal conmerce was dominated by SovietT Russia.lé

The finances of the province were destroyed and as

1
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& a=d silver disappeared, notes with no bacling were

)
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as currency, taeilr value falling swiftly. Ine chief

()]
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source of revenue, the trade in furs and wool, was turned

e i

15 Tbid., 70. Compare with what Dr. Hedin says in a |
later book, published after Chin had fled Sinldang and was
in jail in China. "Chin Shu-jen, a man of humble origin
from Kansu, showed himself from the .very start totally
un?it to hold so responsible a post. By misgovernment,
greed and oppression he provoked rebellion and civil war,..
The Flight Of "Big Horse® (New York: 1936), tr. F.H.Lyon, -
WHE@%&? cited as Hedin, Big Horse.

L]

14 Hedin, Big Horse, 3. Owen Lattimore also speaks

of Russian trade in Sinlkiang as being in practically s«
closed marlet.'Chinese Turkisten® in The New Orient, II,

The Far East (Chicago: 1933), edited by A.U.,Pope end .
others, 100. Bossha®d, too, speaks of Russian trade and the
carlier efforts of Governor Yang to suppress Russian
influence in the province. Op. cit., 441-42, 444, 446-48,
See nlso Fuad Kazalk, Ostturkistan Zwischen den Grossmachten

(Xonigsberg: 1937) . ,







