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CENTRAL ASIA
AND THE WORLD

With the demise of the Soviet Union in 1991, its fifteen constituent
republics suddenly found themselves sovereign states. Among the
new countries are the five republics of Central Asia—Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan—that com-
prise the region to the south of the great Russian heartland. Each of
these countries now faces the task of creating its own foreign policy:
with one another, with its former imperial ruler to the north, with
the Islamic countries to the south, and with the West. In Central Asia
and the World, eight experts on the region address the historic
power struggles between east and west and north and south that
have shaped the regign and the prognosis for success in overcoming
a turbulent past and an uncertain, divided present. In addition to its
continuing strong ties to Russia, Central Asia’s links with its
southern neighbors and the potential role of Islam are also exam-
ined. The authors advance the case that these countries are critical
to the West insofar as they affect Western interests in Russia and the
Middle East. The ongoing civil war in Tajikistan and Central Asia’s
relationship with China are also addressed.

The first book to examine the complex issues facing the
region, Central Asia and the World provides a comprehensive
overview of the developing foreign policies of these five new
countries, including a look at the internal political, economic, and
military issues confronting each country.
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