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Foreword

The world-famous Silk Road is not only the
east and west vital communication and trade line
connecting Asia, Europe and Africa but also the main
artery of cultural exchanges between the East and the
West.

The Silk Road that connects the three continents
has had three main routes: the Oasis, the Grassland
and the South China sea routes. From the prehistoric
times the Qasis Silk Road had already started on the
cultural exchanges between the East and the West.
And Xinjiang is the region through which the Oasis
Silk Road must pass.

The Silk Road, after entering Xinjiang from
Chang’an via Gansu, branches off in three directions.
The north route, starting from Gansu northwestwards,
enters Iwu (now Hami) in Xinjiang, arrives at Urumgqi
via Beiting (now Jimsar), and then westwards reaches
the littoral of the Black Sea by way of Shihezi, Alimali
(now Huocheng) and Ili. The central route, going
along the Peacock River, reaches Yangi, arrives at
Shule (now Kashi) by way of Qiuci (now Kuqa) and
Gumo (now Aksu), and goes westwards by detouring
round the Congling Mountains, The south route,
starting southwestwards from Loulan, arrives at
Shache by way of Shanshan (now Ruogiang), Qiemo,
Jingjue (now Minfeng) and Yutian (now Hotan), and
then goes westwards by crossing over the Congling
Mountains.

The opening of the Silk Road is of most profound
historical significance. Whenever this world—famous
road is mentiond, people cannot refrain from
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cherishing the memory of those explorers who were
sent on mission into the Western Regions il the past
dynasties of this country: they are Zhang Qlall of .the
Woestern Han, Ban Chao of the Eastern Han, Fa Xian
of the Eastern Jin, Song Yun and Hui Sheng of the
Northern Wei, Wei Jic of the Sui, Xuan Zhuang and
Du Huang of the Tang, Wang Yande and Gao Juhui of
the Song, Chang Chun the Taoist of the Yuan, Chen
Cheng of the Ming Dynasties, etc., who hac_l made
outstanding historic contributions to the opening and
prosperity of the Silk Road.

And what is more, the minority nationalities such
as the Sai, Dingling, Yuezhi, Xiongnu (Hun), Rouran,
Tujue (Turk), Huihe (Ouigour) and Mongolian had
also made important contributions both to the
prosperity of the culture of the Western Regions and to
linking up the Silk Road.

The travels to the East made by Marco Polo, the
famous Italian traveller, promoted a further
understanding of the West as to the Silk Road. From
theend of the 19th century to the early years of the 20th
century Prjevalski and Oldenbury the Russians, Stein
the Englishman, P. Pelliot the Frenchman, A.
Grunwedel and A. V. Le Cog the Germans, Sven A.
Hedin the Swedish explorer, Nishitoku Jiro, Otani
Kozui, Kitsuzui Koyuru, Nomura Esaburo, Hino
Tsutomu, Hayashide Koichiro, Yoshikawa Keichiro,
etc. the Japanese scholars had all come to Xinjiang one
after another. The mysterious Western Regions have
attracted more and more attention on the part of the
scholars of many countries.

Xinjiang has all along been the confluence of
B‘{ddh‘sm‘ Manicheism, Zoroastrianism, Nestori-
anism and Islam, the conflux of Sino-Tibetan,
vi :



Indo-Europecan, and Altaic language families, and the
meeting placc of the Chinese, Indian, Greck and
Islamic cultures, and therefore Xinjiang is the most
appropriate and ideal place for the researches of the
culture of the Silk Road. Thanks to the dry climate and
less rainfall, large quantities of cultural relics that can
scarcely be found in any other places of the world have
been preserved so that people can enjoy this
magnificent afterglow of the ancient culture of the
Silk Road.

Xinjiang is the place where people can devote
themselves to studying from different angles the
natural science, history, geography, archacology,
biology, the fine arts, craft, music, dance, medicine,
religion, languages, literature, and what not. In recent
years lots of writers, painters, and photographers
have come in succession to Xinjiang, this mysterious
hinterland of Central Asia, and have created plenty of
masterpieces.

The Silk Road, this beautiful name, has connected,
like a gorgeous and tenacious tie, the most ancient
cultures of mankind, facilitated the flow of wisdom
and creation of mankind and promoted the social
progress and development of mankind. Now let us
follow our pioneers’ footprints of friendly contacts
between China and foreign countries and the three
routes of the Silk Road so as to go in quest of treasures,
explore the marvellous and visit places of historical
interest and scenic beauty!
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