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EDITOR'S NOTE: Since the normalization of diplomatic relations between China and the United States on January 1, 1979, we
have had many consultations and meetings on the implications which the new relationship of the two countries have on North
American churches. Included in this issue are two people’s views (Professor James T. C. Liu’s and Dr. Randolph C. Sailer’s) that
were expressed at the January and February China Panel.in New York. These two represent only a small part of the ongoing
discussion that has been continuous since. The lead article in this issue by Arne Sovik of the Lutheran World Federation China
study program in Geneva is an updating of activities in China related to religion and their implications for the future. Dr. Sovik'’s
article was one of the major papers* which.were presented at the China Consultation held in Chicago, May 4-5, 1979 on Christian
Perspectives toward the New China, sponsored by the Chicago Cluster of Theological Schools, the Divinity School of The
University of Chicago, the Chicago Institute of Theology and Culture, and. the Six Continent Mission Program of the Lutheran
Church in America.

The final article by Mr. Philip Wickeri is a report of the significant visit by Mr. Zhao Fusan, the Deputy Director of the Research
Institute of World Religions in Peking, to the Interchurch Center where he met with some representatives of the churches. Mr. Zhao
was in New York from April 22-27, 1979 as part of a 10-person delegation of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences on tour in
the U.S.A. contacting scholars and administrators of academic and research institutions.

*Papers of the proceedings of the Chicago China Consultation will be available from Professor James A. Scherer, Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago, 1100 East 55th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60615 after July 1, 1979.
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One must begin with a rudimentary recapitulation of the
ideological basis of Chinese government and society insofar as
It deals with the subject of religion. I shall not attempt to spell
this out in detail. But unless we are aware of the ambivalence
that characterizes all communist parties and socialist govern-
ments when they deal with the fact of religion, and of the
inevitable political character of religion—and the religious ele-
ment in ideology—we cannot understand what is going on iIn
China.

There is, I believe, only one socialist state in the world that
does not guarantee freedom of religious belief, that is un-
ambiguously and radically suppressive of religion—Albania,
where not only the party but also the state is declaredly
atheist. Pol Pot’s Kampuchea, trying to make the gigantic leap
to full communism without going through the stage of social-
ISm, was another.

Elsewhere in the Marxist world religion is seen as an ele-
ment in the social superstructure, a part of the popular life
culture that is to be sure false but that has not been without
its uses in history. For Marxists religion will die with the other
elements of feudal or capitalistic life and thought as scientific
socialism takes over the minds of people.

Religion has its counter-revolutionary aspects. To be a
believer is ipso facto evidence of non-comprehension or non-
acceptance of Marxism and the revolution; for how can one be
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a true participant in the historical process if his mind is
controlled by an unscientific world view? Historically religion
has been an instrument of the dominant classes for the oppres-
sion of the people, and even in a socialist society its tendency
is reactionary. Religion is a competitor to the state of the
people’s loyalty and is thus potentially subversive. Finally
religion is wasteful, useless and as superstition harmful to the
people’s welfare.

On the other hand in a time of transition there are certain
things that justify patience and even collaboration with reli-
gious believers and institutions. In the post-revolutionary
stage, as has been demonstrated again and again, religion can
serve the purposes of the state, be a supporting factor in the
process of socialization. Stalin discovered that the church in
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