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This is the first book about the operations of ICI and its
predecessors in China. Based on unrestricted access to the
company’s archives, on interviews, and on private papers,
it tells the story, as far as possible, in the words of the par-
ticipants. It includes many previously unpublished photo-
graphs.

The operations in China began at the end of the nineteenth
century and continued for just over fifty years, a turbulent
era in which China experienced almost every type of calam-
ity — revolution, civil war, banditry, piracy, foreign invad-
ers, famine, flood, and drought. ICI nevertheless continued
its activities in China until 1956, when the communist
authorities expropriated the company’s assets and evicted
foreign business people. Today, ICI again has offices in Pe-
king and Shanghai.
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Front cover illustration: part of a poster produced by Brunner, Mond and
Company Limited in 1902.
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