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achievements of the West in the field of Orientalism. The
assimilation of modern methods of research, which the new
development facilitated, had a very beneficial and revitalising
effect upon Arabic scholarship in the country. But there always
remained something exotic about orientalism as if the Orientals
themselves looked upon Oriental studies from outside like the
occidentals. The Indian and Pakistani products of the western
system of education did not feel Arabic as their own and did
not acquire an intimate and deep insight into its high litera-
ture. They only knew a great deal of the western authors’
assessment of it. I shall be extremely happy if the present
work is rated as a piece of al-Arabiyyah rather than of Orien-
talism.

S. M. Yusuf
Department of Arabic,
University of Karachi.
15 March, 1972,



lomacy — built up the prejudice against them. No wonder that
their virtues were given just a niggardly treatment. In parti-
cular, it was not fully appreciated that the Turks did not lag
behind any other non-Arab Muslim people in accepting and
owning the Arabic language and serving its cause as best as
they could. In modern times the eruption of Arab nationalism
in the face of Ottoman rule has only resulted in further
misrepresentation of the role of the Turks in Islamic history.
Unfortunately, Turkish nationalism has also retaliated with
openly breaking away from the Arabic language and script.
Nevertheless it remains the task of the scholars to set the
historical account straight.

Al-Jahiz is an outstanding and enchanting personality in
Arabic literature. He is a naturalist, a humainst, a humorist
and a stylist — all of the first order and combined together.
He was a keen observer of the traits of the various peoples
and appreciated them with a catholicity of mind rare in his
own time as also in the present time, when the entire world
is plagued with the doctrine of hatred called nationalism. He
alone had the moral courage to make amends for the injustice
done to the Turks with regard to their services to the Empire
and their rightful place in the mosaic of Islamic society,
and I was struck by the need for projecting this aspect of
al-Jahiz's works.

It was a delight for me that a young Turk (Zekeriya
Kitapchi) devoted to Arabic studies joined me for research.
His interest in the subject was deep and spontaneous. He
worked hard on the thesis which has been commended by
scholars of the stature of Allama Abd al-Aziz al-Maimani and
Dr. M. Hamidullah. It was accepted for the award of the
degree of Ph. D. in Arabic Language and Literature by the
University of Karachi. I trust its publication will be welcomed
by all the scholars concerned with the subject.

With the introduction of the British system of education
to the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent, the oriental departments
in the universities were turned into a show-window of the
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It is a matter of pleasure and pride for me to introduce
to the scholars of Arabic literature and Islamic history the
work of my learned pupil and friend, Dr. Zekeriya Kitapchi,
on the achievements of the Turks in the military service of the
Abbasid empire and their contribution to the progress of Arab
culture and civilization. The study has been undertaken with
special reference to the works of al-Jahiz set in the full per-
spective of Arab-Turkish contacts from the early days of
Islam.

The religion of Islam as a political and cultural force
facilitated the comingling of different peoples in an egalitarian
social fabric in a way which remains unique in the history of
mankind down to our own day. For obvious reasons the Arabs
dominated the multinational Islamic society till the end of
the Umayyad period. The rise of the Abbasids signified the
assertion by the Persians of their active and powerful role in
running the state and diffusing literary and cultural trends.
1t did not take long for the ruling Caliphs to enlist the Turks
to bolster up their fast decaying authority and to restore
stability to the empire threatened with strife and confusion
caused by the inordinate ambitions of an effete Arab aristoc-
racy and a talented and clever Persian bureaucracy. By that
time the sterling qualities of character which distinguished
the Turkish soldiery were well known and eagerly sought for.

The entry of the Turks as the mainprop of the government
to offset both the Arabs and the Persians was in the very
nature of things resented. The quick ascendancy of the Turks
at the court — achieved of course, with force rather than dip-
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Gradually these Turks became so powerful that they be-
gan to make and unmake Caliphs. Therfore there is no exagge-
ration in the following verse that has been stated in connection
with the Turkish position in the Abbasid society :

((c_.h.._,c..l...ac&—.!'l._qr.‘ \..n.“_,_)..\““’g\-.uﬂ_).l."c._ua‘h
« The Turks became the owners of everything (in the Ca-

liphate Countries); the rest of the people were either listeners
(to their orders) or submissive (to their will)®)»,

The great Arab Scholar, thinker, and impressive Prose
writer al-Jahiz also wrote in this period his very fine book
called ¢« ¢\ s Jlain  (THE SUPERIOR QUALITIES
OF THE TURKS) and explained the Turkish racial national
and military characteristics and peculiarities, about which we
tried to give a whole account, also the position of the Turks in
the different fields, in our book that is presented in Arabic.

Zekeriva Kitapchi

Erzurum
3. 3.1972
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The Arabs conquerors, by these continuing invasions upon
the cities of Turkestan, usually defeated the Turkish resistance
units and destroyed the towns on one hand while on the other
hand they were getting countless amounts of gold and silver
and so on, which is called booty in the Islamic references.

However, the disorganised Turkish local tribes suffered
nwuch and always got heavy casualties during their terrible
struggle against the well equipped Arab soldiers.

Beside this huge booty they captured many Turks as
slaves and took them to the capital cities in the wide Arab
territories. We know that a large number of these Turkish
slaves succeded in raising their social position within a short
time and occupied strategic places in the administration. They
also showed their superior qualities among the other slaves in
state affairs particularly in the military field as well as in the
literary one. Among them we can take as examples: Afshin,
who was the Commander in Chief of the Caliphate Army, Fath
b. Khagan, who was a great statesman and reformer, also al-
Khuraimy who was a great poet of the Arabic language and a
respectable man of letters.

* % 3%

The Umayyads were overthrown and replaced by a new
dynasty, the Abbasids (750-1258), who established themselves
in Iraq instead of Syria, and founded Baghdad as their new
Capital. With the Abbasid Dynasty a new era started for the
Turks, whether in Baghdad or in Turkestan.

Particularly at the time of Mutasim, the famous Abbasid
Caliph, the way to felicity, prosperity and greatness was open-
ed for the Turks in the government especially in the military
fields. Having Turkish blood on his mother’s side and the
deepest admiration for his ancestors, he invited many
strong, healthy and pure-blooded Turks, beside the noble fa-
milies from inside CENTRAL ASIA and founded a magnificent
army and employed them in the most significanl positions.

13



As it has been pointed out several times in this introduc-
tion the Turks were, for many centuries, the main element in
the Middle East to give a direction to the destiny of the diffe-
rent nations. But we do not know exactly when they arrived
in the Arab Countries and their early History there.

Probably the geographical conditions were the basic
reason for this obscurity. Because it was genarally accepted
that the homeland of the Turks was in Central Asia while the
Arabs were in the Arabian Peninsula. So it was not possible
for these two nations of such great distinction to come
into contact with each other in their long history with the
exception of the invasion of the Arabs to Transoxania or Tur-
kestan.

In spite of these geographical factors and the absence of
economic and social ties, that played a very negative role in
evaluating the normal relations between the Arabs and Turks,
we can find many indications about some Turks who reached
Arab major cities by several ways as early as the beginning of
Islam, mainly as slaves.

When the Arabs started to conquer Turkestan under the
command of Qutayba b. Muslim and began their offensive
movements against the Asiatic Turks, particularly at the
beginning of the Omayyad Period, in spite of the strong pro-
hibition of the Caliph Omar, it was natural as a result of these
aggressions that many Turkish slaves, whether male or fema-
le, came down to the big Arab Centres like BASRA, BAGH-
DAD, DAMASCUS and even to MEDINA.

These Turks were not all simple peasants. Among them
there were also many noble people such as princes, or even
Kings, who were offered as gifts to the Caliph of ‘the Muslims,
whether in Damascus or later on in Baghdad.

The Arab Statesmen, when they came to Khorasan as
governer genarals, according to their own customs, first of all
they were preparing the army and starting to assault the
richest Turkish cities such as Bukhara, Baykent and Samar-
kand... etc. '
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manders were fighting against these unlucky disintegrated
scattered Turks and consequently defeating them very badly.

But this was not the final victory for the Arabs to maintain
their absolute rule and their sovereignty in Ma Wara al-Nahr
and their hegemony upon the Turks.

It was only the transition of the Divine Task to the iron
hands and the transfer of duty to its real master. Because the
Holy Koran says:

.((flbbu‘,d‘_’sh-uwﬂ_uydnd_nat_uJ.r.JY*q’-’u_’AL:-_IY_g

« O ye who believe, if any from among you turn back from
his faith, soon God will produce a people whom He will love
as they will love Him. Gentle with believers, mighty against
the rejecters, fighting in the way of God and never afraid of
the reproaches of such as find fault. That is the Grace of God
which He will bestow on all those whom he pleaseth and He
knoweth all things. »('")

In fact the promise of the Holy Koran soon became true,
although the Arabs, through the Arabic Language and the Re-
ligion of Islam, gave a homogeneous basis to the vast area of
their conquest including Turkestan.

Later on it was left to a central asiatic people, the Turks,
to build a unified political system on this basis. The Turks
entered the Islamic World successively as slaves, mercenaries,
condottieres and adventurers and eventually they became
rulers.('?

¥ e e

Moreover, the Arabs succeeded in maintaining their rule
and administration in Turkestan as a consequence of these
continuing wars. But the Turkish migration to the Arab Capi-
tal and their appearance in the government and military ad-
ministration became possible in later periods.

"
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history, spread all over the world from their native land, the
ARABIAN PENINSULA with a new inspiration and a new
faith.

Beside their brilliant victories in the West and North
Africa, they conquered the magnificent Persian State by in-
credibally quick sweeping wars and, also advanced to
Transoxania (Ma Wara' Al-Nahr).

Within a short period, they started, under the Command
of Ahnaf b. Qays, to knock the doors of the Turks under the
second Caliph Omar in 642 A.D. if the Caliph had allowed them
to do so. But, as far as we know, the Caliph protested
strongly and prohibited Ahnaf to attack the Turkish territory.

According to the great historian Ibn Jareer al-Tabari, when
the news reached the Caliph about the preparation to invade
TURKESTAN, he wrote a letter immediatly to the Comman-
der of the Eastern front, Ahnaf, and said that :

« '\J_,JL.U.L: J.A'i.'il_’_)‘ﬂ'l -UJ_,QJ)LA.}-I-IL..! »

« Next, don't cross the river (Oxus, on to the Turkish side);
stop beyond that. »(*°)

We do not want to discuss why the Caliph gave such an
order to his commander, but later events showed how much
the great Caliph Omar was sagacious in the affairs of state.

So the world was preparing to observe a new wrestling
in the steppes of Central Asia, the fatherland of the Turks.
The heroes of the desert coming from such a great distance
were fighting the brave and proud but disorganised and
scattered people of Asia.

These struggles continued for nearly half a century which
would be the turning point not only in Turkish and Islamic
history but also in the History of the peoples of the world.

During their period in Turkestan, movements started, par-
ticularly with Qutayba b. Muslim, a well knowen arab com-
mander and conqueroer of Transoxania; the whole Arab com-
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THEIR POSITON IN ISLAMIC HISTORY », we intend to
give to our readers a survey of the peculiarities and the posi-
tion of the Turks in Islamic History.

* % %

In fact we know nothing about their very early history
excepl for some semi-religious indications and national epic
or mythology.

Moreover we have a clear identification about the TURKS
(zlso the word « TURK »), who founded a national state
absolutely based on the well known Turkish military spirit in
Central Asia in the sixth century and that is mentioned in our
rational references by the name of « GOK - TURKLER ».

According to these national references and to the « or-
khon Inscriptions » discovered in their fatherland, the foun-
ders of this powerful national state were two brothers. They
extended their domination from Mongolia and the northern
frontiers of China to the Black Sea.(®)

The founder of the Eastern State, Bumin Khan died in 552
A.D. His brother Istame Khan, who had subjugated the west,
survived him by almost a quarter of a century.

Unfortunately the Tang Dynasty of China overthrew the
Eastern state around 630 A.D. and the Western State around
€59 A.D., with the help of harmful intrigues which were
successfully created among the Turkish tribal chieftains espe-
cially on their border lands. There are bitter complaints about
these double-faced wicked activities of well-knowen Chinese
people in the very lines of the Orkhon Inscriptions.®

After the decline of this national state, these Asian Turks
faced two important dangers from their neighbours. Their
already weakened sovereignty was menaced by their eternal
enemies, China in the East and the Arabs in the West.

Actually the Arabs, after completing their religious faith
and unity by the grace of Islam, for the first time in their long

9



the new struggle that is called Jehad in our religious books.

Naturally they became like a sharp sword for defending
its Divine Principles against the nonbelievers and protecting
its borders and Holy Lands against its enemies for centuries
with their own blood.

In fact the Turks, after adhering to the community of the
Muslim People, by time rose above them and became the only
dominant figures in the political and social ways of life in the
Muslim World.

They played a very important role for a millennium as a
fighting power in the old continents of Asia, Africa and Europe
against the eternal enemies of these wide territories.

This fact has been pointed out by many Eastern and
Western scholars in their interesting books. While explaining
the positions of the Turks in the Muslim Countries, B. Lewis
says that :

« Almost everywhere else in the Middle East the Turks,
though a minority, formed the ruling element. Even in Persia,
Syria and Egypt, even as far away as Muslim India, the ruling
dynasties were Turkish, the armies were Turkish, even when
the overwhelming mass of the population were not. Through
¢ millennium of Turkish hegemony, it came to be generally
accepted that Turks commanded while others obeyed, and
a non-Turk in this authority was regarded as an oddity. »©)

It may be noted with great satisfaction that the Turks, as
pointed out by several other writers in their valuable books,
did not remain only defenders of Islam and its wide territories
as conquering armies but :

« A new social system with new social values took the
place of the traditional society particularly in the cultural .
fields after joining the Turks to Islam. »()

Therefore, in this English introduction to the Arabic book
entitled « THE TURKS IN THE WORKS OF AL-JAHIZ AND

8



Sea and the Altai Mountains, had emerged out of a racial and
linguistic community which in primeval times may also have
comprised the Mongols and Tungus. They were often led by
great ruling figures such as have arisen among the leaders of
minor patriarchally organized nomadic groups, and are en-
countered again and again in the later history of these regions.
At their entry into history, as they perssed forward from the
slopes of Tien - Shan out into the Central Asiatic steppes they
already bore wellmarked ethnic traits designated by anthro-
pologists as Turanian. »™*

As already mentioned above, the Turks, particularly after
entering into history, founded many states and world wide
empires in the different parts of the world and played a lead-
ing role in the political and social life of the different peoples
living in three continents. Consequently these mixed people
influenced each other in the cultural, traditional and religious

fields.

Beside these very deep influences that happened often in
their way of life in the early History of the Turks they passed
also several transitions while they were joined to Islam.

After completing its spread among the Turkish clans in
Central Asia without any foreign pressure, the Islamic religion
made radical reforms in the social and cultural fields of the
lives of these brave nomadic people and tremendous changes
in their structure. This fact is also clearly explained by
Bernard Lewis. He says :

« Turkish converts to Islam, as has already been noted,
identified themselves completly with their new faith and seem
to have forgotten their separate Turkish past with astonishing
rapidity and completeness. »®

What is astonishing, is that within a short period of time,
the Islamic Religion absorbed the whole of the spiritual and
material values of the Turks, and gave them a new face for
a new personality. It transformed the Turkish social structure
and the Turks’ national characteristics and prepared them for

7
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These Baghdadi Turks were replaced by the Great
Seljuk Turks, and later the Ottoman Turks appeared in the
Muslim countries, and took over power in the greatest part of
the Muslim world. The same truth was repeated by B. Lewis.
As he said :

« The Turks at first came into the Middle East as soldiers
and as individuals and soon predominated in the Armies of
Islam. In the eleventh century they came as conquerors and
colonists and set up a new empire in the heart lands of
Islam with its center in Persia. »()

Gradually the Turks got the destiny of the Muslim People
for a millennium in their hands; therefore we sincerely share
in the idea stated by the eminent Turkish Scholar Prof. Dr.
Fuad Kopriilii when he said that :

« Since they embraced Islam, a very big part of Turkish
History, during one thousand years can be studied only within
the framework of Islamic History. During this long period
the Turks, like any other people, served the development of
the great cultural circle that can be called Islamic Civilization.
So it is impossible to understand Islamic History — and make
clear some of its problems — without the understanding of the
General History of the Turks. »¢)

Moving on from this starting point it is necessary for us
to say a few words about some aspects of the Turks and their
historical evolution.

In fact the people called the « Turks » in History date
from very early times. They came into existence in Central
Asia, and appeared in periods of history after completing
their national and racial characteristics. While explaining the
origin of the Turks, C. Brockelmann says that :

« Between the inhabitants of Tibet and China in the east,
the Paleo-Asiatic (Sibirid) race in the north, and the Finno-
Ugrian peoples in the west, the Turkish People, on the broad
Plains of southern Siberia and the steppes between the Caspian
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic History is not concerned with only one people
such as the Arabs; it is the history of several nations which
bore its flag fearlessly from Morocco in the west to Jakarta
in the east.

Being a nation which produced such a great man as the
Holy Prophet Muhammed, for whom it is very difficult to
find a precursor in human history, also having brought the
Islamic Faith with continuous victories to almost every corner
of the world known then, the ARABS occupy an important
position in the history of the Muslim People. Later on
Persians embraced Islam and served the progress of the
common Islamic Culture and Civilisation in many ways. Again,
with the conquest of Transoxania by the Arabs, a new
nation with a strong national sovereignty started to appear on
the scene of Islamic History. This new nation was that of the
TURKS.

The Turks, particularly after they started to move
to the Muslim major cities, opened a new era in the life and
the history of several Muslim Peoples, that can rightly be call-
cd « THE PERIOD OF THE TURKS IN ISLAMIC HISTORY ».

Yes, There is no doubt that they come into existence from
Samarkand, and Bukhara as was impressively explained by the
late Gamal Abd al-Nassir(), and marched to Baghdad, the
flourishing city of Muslim Civilization, at the time of the
Caliph al-Mu'tasim, and acquired a strong position in the
Army of the Caliphate. When the time of al-Mutawakkil came,
they reached their zenith in the Abbasid Period.
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