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PREFACE

in shaping the development of the Muslim world. The religion of Islam provides the

comprehensive guiding principles for Muslim life. The preservation and propagation
of these principles have given impetus to the Islamic movement, and therein, led to the
expansion of the Muslim world. With expansion to new and often unchartered territories, the
Islamic movement faces new physical challenges set before them by formidable geographical
environments. In establishing new communities, Muslims have had to learn to adapt to their
geographical conditions for sustenance while upholding their social and religious obligations.
Not only have they had to channel their natural resources, they have also had to invent ways to
create new resources within the parameters their habitat would allow.

In light of these challenges, it is no wonder that the Muslim World is so richly diverse and
exceptionally creative. During the lifetime of Prophet Muhammad, Islam was firmly established
in Arabia. Within a decade, it spread rapidly to Africa at first, and from there, to Spain and
Sicily. To the east, Islam spread along the trade routes to Central, South and Southeast Asia.
With the growth of mercantile trade, the message of Islam readily gained prominence. Markets
and mosques, serving as meeting places, became cultural centers, taking on a pivotal role in
strengthening the local community. As one community led to another, mosques and minarets
continued to be raised around the globe.

Markedly, there has been a surge in the Muslim population throughout the western
hemisphere in recent decades. In the United States, the number of Muslims (estimated between
5 to 7 million) has shown a steady increase as immigration and conversion is on the rise.
Hundreds of people, mostly African-Americans, are embracing Islam every year. As Islam
places heavy emphasis on the sanctity of family values, we see more Muslim families staying
together and giving rise to new generations of Muslims. These are just a few reasons why the
Muslim population is growing more than any religious group. Currently, nearly one in every
five people in the world is a Muslim, coming from any number of ethnic backgrounds and
nations.

Geography of the Muslim World provides essential coverage of Muslim countries. It has
been written for senior level school students or the interested reader seeking a well-balanced
survey of the Muslim world. For easy reading, the text has been organized alphabetically by
country. Efforts have been made to keep the reading meaningful and simple. For example, for
one country, economics is emphasized, while for another, history takes focus. In certain cases,
government and politics have been stressed, whereas in others, ethnicity is featured. A summary
has been provided as an introduction at the beginning of each chapter. The information has been
condensed to a length that may be more practical for school programs. The goal is to cover the
essentials of basic geography in a concise manner.

Maps have been included to illustrate thematic subjects. Most of these maps are graphic
representations of the most recent national boundaries and spatial information. Carefully
selected colored photographs have been included as useful instructional aid, bringing geography

Two major factors, Islamic faith and geographical environment, play an important role
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to life by putting students right at the scene of their studies. Because of the limited space, many
photographs depicting various physical landscapes and cultural sights could not be included.

The Muslim World is certainly not homogeneous. To the contrary, each region offers its
own unique geographical environment, culture, linguistic variations, and racial diversity.
Interestingly, this diversity does not just run across borders. In fact, within each country, there
are often different terrain, subcultures, and dialects, adding to the heterogeneity of the Muslim
population. In some regions, climates vary from snow-shrouded mountains to rain-soaked
tropical forests and sun-scorched deserts. The land types differ from fertile plains to towering
peaks, and highlands of gravel and sand. Some areas contain the largest known concentrations
of human population, while others are empty quarters. In some areas, people have accepted
Islam, yet maintained their own language. In others, pre-Islamic religions have survived, but the
Arabic language has been accepted. In some areas, multiple languages and religions occur within
the same country. To highlight these differences, a brief discussion of the history of the Muslim
World follows the preface.

The specific content of this brief version owes a great deal to those reviewers who so kindly
took the time, and expended the effort, made suggestions, offered criticism, and were helpful in
improving the book. We have tried to incorporate most of their suggestions by rearranging and
merging new chapters, adding photographs, eliminating superfluous text, adding tables and
maps, among many other changes. We are extremely grateful to those who offered their help.
We will remain appreciative of suggestions and constructive criticism.

Many officials of the embassies, consulates, universities, and other institutions made
contributions of inestimable value. The authors gratefully acknowledge their help and wish to
thank them for their cooperation.

We are especially grateful for the support of IQRA’ International Educational Foundation in
undertaking this effort. The pioneering efforts of IQRA’ Foundation in the field of Islamic
education needs no introduction. IQRA’ is providing value-based Islamic education, combining
the authenticity of information with modernity of methodology. Its efforts may go a long way to
meet the goals of Islamic education in re-formulating an Islamic future. It is our gqod fo_rtune to
write this textbook as part of IQRA’ Program of Islamic Studies. The textbook is written for

both Muslim and non-Muslim readers. : ; 9
Beyond our critics, reviewers and friends, we also received the strong backing of Association

of Muslim Social Scientists. We have worked closely with Drs. Abidullah Ghazi and M..A. W.
Fakhri. Our dear Dr. Ghazi spared no effort in supporting this venture ?.nd we thank him and
IQRA’ Foundation for the opportunities they created for us to complete this work.

Jum’ah, 16 Sha’ban 1417

Rahman, Ames, lowa
Mushtaqur Friday 28 December 1996

Guljan Rahman, Ames, Iowa
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