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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE GRACIOUS THE MOST
MERCIFUL

We have honored the sons of Adam; provided them with transport on
land and sea; given them for sustenance things that are good and
pure; and conferred on them special favors, above a great part of

Qur Creation.

(Holy Quran 17: 70)
No privilege to be honored to an Arab against a non-Arab, neither to
a non-Arab against an Arab, nor for red against black neither for
black against red, nor for white against black except for piety.

“Prophet Speech”

“The Government protect human rights in accordance with the
Islamic Shari'a”

{Article (26) of the Basic Law for governance in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia}




_-—__——_-—_—_____ﬁ_
Table of Contents

Preface: By H. E Dr. Abdulla Bin Abdul Mohsin Al Turki
Minister of Islamic Affairs, Wakfs, Call and Guidance Bt LS

IntrOdU O . e e e e N 17

CHAPTER (1)
The Concept of Human Rights
And lts Evolution Through History

First: The Concept of Human Rights:........................... 23

1. The use of the two terms ‘Human’ and ‘rights’ in Quran and
SUNNAN .o iirsiiinsssionss see e AR S et AP S 23

2.  Definition of human rights as prescribed by secular.
legislation........ ... e, Ui N e o e s 25

A) The first school attributes human rights to
comMMON freadoms e e 25

b) The second school believes that “human rights” should

be independent and should not be mixed with other
freadom. ... . . o e e 26

Second: Historical Background about Human Rights

through History........................ 27

a) Islam has established human rights before more than fourteen
CONUIIE S o 27
b) Development of human rights in secular legislation... 30

R 5



CHAPTER (2)
Human Rights InlIslam....................ccooooocereorn 35

First: The Position of mankind in 1SIamM........vvveverreeieeesoiieens 37

Second: General Features of the Humane Message

Of Ilam e R 39

Third:  The Sources of Human Rights in Islam...........ccoceeeveneee. 41
A) HOlY QU A s i e - 42

B) Second SOUICES e v i ey 43

C) CONSONSUS L. .coainiitsinsanssnsaarsisrir s e ARt 44

D). Roasoning i s e e e e A —_— 45

Fourth: The Essence and Quality of Human
Rights in Islam The position of rights

The recognition of human rights according to the
Islamic perspectives is an introduction towards the
establishment of a righteous community' ............ 47

a) Human Rights as proclaimed in the Quran
and SuNNah.......co i e T R 49

b) The characteristics and features of human rights in
L= T 1 e i S 1 000 D0 0000000007050 59

1. Human rights in Islam are derived from the Islamic
E 1 PO P ORI 1y 130000000 000000 60




—_ﬁ_—_—_—__——

3. Human rights in Islam are comprehensive in
AU G eI bk ekt eriocer 60

4. Human rights in Islam are inalienable and
immutable.. {55 S SMEIRER. S o S 60

5. Human rights in Islam are not absolute but restricted to
conformity with the objects of the Islamic Shari'a. They
have fixed regulations and parameters, examples of
regulations arettide i e o e 6 RO 60

a) Freedom of thought and expression in Islam................. 60

b) Restrictions and safeguards of the freedom of religion in
Islamys:: sl L R 1 s 62

¢) Restrictions and constraints on the freedom to private
PIOPEITY ..... .. it S o SRl 63

CHAPTER (3)

The Essence of Human Rights In Secular

Instruments.........cccovcvvninnnnnn L TR LN 69
INtroduction. ... ... o 74l
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights .............c.ccc.ooon.. 73

First: The circumstances in which the universal declaration of human
rightwas adapted.......... ... e 74

Second: The merits of the universal declaration from the point of view
Of it fOUNArS.... .. ... o e S U 75

Third: The fundamental principles and rights stipulated in the
universal declaration of human rights .............cc.......... 62

Fourth: The legal value of the universal declaration of human rights
.................................................................... 82



_"—'-_-———-————_-__-—.—.____-_-_______—_______

Fifth: S_ome reservations on the universal declaration of human
FIGNES Lo uotaihivnans st v R 85
CHAPTER (4)
COMPARISON BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS IN ISLAM AND
INTERNATIONAL SECULAR ‘
INSTRUMENTS..oiiouiin  erveiaate e b o A 89
First: Comparison as to presidency and binding force
.................................................................... 91
Second: Comparison as to intensity and magnitude.......... 92

Third:  Comparison as to protection and guarantees......102

CHAPTER (5)

Implementation of Shari’a Huduud is based on the
respect and protection of human rights, whereas the
suspension of such application is considered a
violation of human rights ...........ccoeeeveiiiiiinnneee. 119

First: The concept of punishment in Islam.......................... 121
Second: The concept of Huduud and their types ..................... 124
Third:  The objectives of the implementation of Huduud ...... 127

Fourth: Characteristics and advantages of the implementation of
Huduud. . .. o e R R NS SEREE 130

Fifth: The Rationale behind the implementation of

Sixth:  Disadvantages resulting from the suspension of
HUGUUD o e o e o saaees sanis e sie sons Sae s s nk LU RE SRR 133




Seventh: Comparison between two communities where Huduud are

implemented in one community and suspended
in the other

CHAPTER (6)

Refutation of some allegations about Human Rights in
KT o I SO0, 5 8 R N 145

1. The assertion that Islamic Shari'a is stagnant and does not cope
with the needs of the temporary world ...........ccooeiiivicninnenns 147

2. The severity and cruelty of theft punishment ..........cccocoeee. 148

3. The punishment for adultery is too severe and transgresses on
personal freedom .. o SN ——— 151

4. The punishment prescribed for false accusation of unchastity is
inconsistent with the spirit of modern civilization ............... 153

5. Prescribed Intoxication Punishment Contradicts with Human

0] 1] € e PO A O ORI 0 BB 00805 154
6. Apostasy Punishment is Harsh and Contradicts witl: Universal

Declaration of Human Rights e e s et tas st ssansrssenraiss 157
7. Punishment of Belligerents is harsh.............ccccceiiiinniiienns 158
8. Punishment of Rebellion is Hars.........cccoiiiiieiiiiiinnniinnne 159

9. Prohibition of Muslim women'’s marriage to non-Muslims
contradicts with human rights and insults personal
readOm e s LR e 161



%

Appendix

The Speech of HRH Prince Saud Al Faisal, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, before the World Congress on Human Rights held in Vienna

from 24 Dhul Hijja to 5 Muharram, 1414 H. corresponding to 14 to 25
Junel1993 /G, L SRR L T S A 165




