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List of Maps

Map No. 1 : Chinese senior official, Hung Ta-Chen’s
map of 1893 which put Aksai Chin in India.

Map No. 2 : Pakistani official map ot 1962 correctly
shows the boundary line in the Gilgit region. Thus
boundary line was changed in 1963 on the emergence
of the Pakistan-China axis.

Map No. 3 : Joseph Chavanne’s German map, 1880
from which India’s Ministry of External Affairs in its
ignorance excluded east Aksai Chin witharrow marks.

Map No. 4 : Revenue Settlement map of Ladakh,
including Aksai Chin prepared by Kashmir State
officials in 1909. The map also shows the Lokzhung
Hill but not as boundary.
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The Kashmir section of the northern
‘boundary is the heart of India’s boundary
dispute with China. That is because
Ladakh, of which the contentious Aksai
Chin is a significant part, and Gilgit that
Stretched to the Little and Taghdumbash
Pamirs, are central to India’s economic,
political and military interests. Over these
could run a distinctly possible autobahn or
even a rail road to provide India her own
commercial and political access to Central
Asia. But then so are Tibet and Xinjiang,
along the boundary, to which roads run
from Ladakh and Gilgit, central to China’s
interests. Therefore the eyeball to eyeball
confrontation on the boundary for 50 years.
The central and eastern sectors of the
northern boundary are ‘only pawns, an
ultimate trade off, for Aksai Chin when
time, China feels, is propitious for her. The
boundary dispute is accentuated by an
escalating economic and political rivalry
worldwide between the two countries. This
volume debunks many notions about the
boundary dispute, delves deep into its
different aspects to give a blow by blow
account of as to how and why a conflict
arose over the boundary. So also of the
cloak and dagger diplomacy of Britain m
Jammu and Kashmir State from day one it
was born on 16th March 1846.
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