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Editor’s Note g

One of the most attention-grabbing events in, mainland China .in,
recent days was surely the passage of the State Council Organizational
Reform Plan by the Ninth National People’s Congress. Under the strong
guidance of the new premier, Zhu Rongji, a new wave of bureaucratic
streamlining has gotten underway .

As is widely known, bloated government agencies and' méssiwety
swollen ranks of cadres have not only placed an unbearable fiscal
burden on the CCP regime but have also led to waning administrative
efficiency and produced a hotbed of cadre corruption. The CCP: has
monitored this problem closely all along, recognizing how it aggravates
the already strained relations between cadres and the masses. In-fact,
a number of similar streamlining campaigns have been launched since
the founding of the CCP regime. Setting aside those in the more distant
past, the organizational reform plans launched by Zhao Ziyang at the
Seventh NPC a decade ago and by Li Peng at the Eighth NPC five years
ago were very similar in both form and content to the current one.

Zhao Ziyang’s plan, however, included something that no longer
gets mentioned today : the separation of Party and government. It
incorporated to some extent the spirit of political system reform.
Viewed from a macroscopic perspective, the reform scheme of a

decade ago was actually more liberal and comprehensive than the one
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today. Regrettably, close on the heels of its launching came the world-
shaking Tiananmen incident, which threw the wheels of political reform
into reverse so that even 'rodéy the mainland remains mired up in the
“ leftist government, rightist economics” path. Consequently, the
current organizational reform 'is closer in" nature ‘to' Li Peng’s-plan
resolved upon six years ago at the 14th National! Congress of the CCP
and passed five years ago at the Eighth NPC. Lot y© nall rmoSH

Comparing today’s environment with that"five years ago,’' no
obvious amelioration of cadre corruption is in evidence, state enterprise
has deteriorated to such a degree that across-the-board' reform is
unavoidable, and unemployment is at its most: severe: level=since the
founding of the CCP regime. Bluntly put, the past failure to achieve the
goal of “ streamlining by one-fourth” ' has contributed to the difficulty: of
the current wave of streamlining.. This may'prove to be one of the

sternest challenges confronting the CCP in the future. .=\ (785
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