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WSHH MOBILITY IN SUNG-LIAO-CHIN PRRIOD
l. SU

(oe8-1276

0

6

eononle Background o Sunga L&

O

1. Po

Ancient China was a super land-power, an expansionist
state, which, from unknown times to the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.
to 219 A.D.) and through the T'ang, made it a national policy
to control her neighbors in the Northeast, North, West, and
South, in oxder to maintain enough buffer zones to protect
herself, a self-proclaimed Middle Kingdom. Based on the
teachings of Confucius, gentry, farmers and soldiers were
better respected and were nocﬁrded & higher status than mer-
chants and craftsmen. But after T'ang China conquered Korea,
Annam, and Centrel Asia, Chinese rulers began to realize the

importance of cémn;oroe and industry in her incernational

dﬁv.lopﬂﬂnfbt
quore discussing the nature of Hualim mobility in the

10-13th centuries, we should first briefly explain both the

. Poutlcal and economic background of Sung Chinm. Muslim mobi=-
lity during that perilod was quite different from that of the

T'ang, whether in terms of 1ts political, military, or

economic aspects. After the decline of the T'ang in the

9th century, thought to have Dbeen chiefly caused by nation-
destructions by An Lu-shan (d4.757)

wide rebellions and savage

and Huang Ch'aso (1.884), Chinesse warlords in China Proper and

the nomads in the north and west went on a rempagese.
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Between tho downfall ot the T'ang in 907 and the o

establishment of the Sung in 960, “here was a gap of 53
years. During this brier Parloecd, there were five short-
lived Chinesohdynastiea and ten petty kingdoms, and until
China was unifleﬁ by the. Sung, virtually «ll contact with

the Muslims were lost, partioularly with the Arabs in the i .
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" In the year 960, Cheo K'uang-yin, the Commander-in-

chief of the roysl army of the later Chou D#nasty (951-959), —«*

haed gathered his troops at the Ch'en Bridge in Honan province. ;

in preparation for the defensive advance northwards agalnst --
the Liso invaders. On the third day of the first lunar

month, while Chao was still asleep, he was suddenly awakened “‘
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Robe¥--a symbol of '1mperial authority--and was acclaimed the

mpéroz of Chinsa, . This was the creation of the sung Dynasty,:_;__f

o -;_1 " + '_A:" :'f-
At )

"'.ll
f. e

Immediately. diplomatic and trede relations wers re-es»ablished
with the Arabs, Persians, and the Central and South Aslans,
though this time by sea, not by land. '

The Sung’was divided into two distlnct‘dynasties. The Eﬁg
first was the Northern Sung (960-112?). with its capital in g
K"ai-féns 1n E'omnj province. It controlled China Proper, f
with the Great wall (40 degrees N. Latitude) as its northern
boundary, extending southwards to the border of the Kingdom |
of Annam (20 degrees N. Latitude); westwards to the Tibetan
Kingdom of Tufan (102 degrses E. Longtitude); then sliding
down about 20 degrses eastwards to the Chinese coasts in the

Ernstern and Southern Jeas. The latter dyrasty, the Southern
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Sung (1127-1276), was installed in south China, with its
capital in Hang-chou in the province of Che-kilang, after
north China--between the Great Wall and the Hui River (33
Degrees N. Latitude)--was annexed by the Chin Empire (1115-
1234) 1n 1127.%2 . | .-

The Chinece-were unable to recover Manchuria, Mongolia,
and Ea:lyﬁ- (ll'es'j: Territory or the eastern part of Central Asia)
during the Sung period. - ‘First, the Khitan Tartars from south
Manchuria occupied Manchuria and Mongolia, where they built
the Liao Dynasty (916-1125),
Tangut tribe (Tibetan) 1n' the west, which grabbed -a strategic

Then in 1038 there emerged a

territory bet ween Mongolia on the' north-and the Central Aslan
trade route to the west, and established the Kingdom of the
West Hsia. But after 189 years, it was destroyed by the
Genghis Khan hordes in 1227, The Liao regime lasted longer,
a total of 218 years. In 1125 it was replaced by the
Tungusic Nlchen tribe from northeastern Manchurla, founder of
the. Chin dynasty.. After 109 years, ‘it was*in turn eliminated
by the Mongols during the reign of the second Yuan Emperor
Tlai-tsung (Ogodel) in 1234.7-1

1.Tho;conﬁfnnous ;fgﬁééléu=botween‘the nonadic peoples

from the north of the Great Wall and the agrieultmi Chinese

in the south during those three centuries, had in fact dlvided
China into two uneven halves roughly along the 33 degrees
North Latitude. The northern half, ruled by the nomads,

L
comprising of Manchurilas, Mongolia, and the Hsl-yu, was about
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three times as Iarge as the Southern half controlled by the

Sung Chinese.u

Consequentlyg the Silk Road, whioch had been
Communication line

the main

between Asia and Europe since Han times,
now became completely dominated by

Political, military,

the Non-Chinese, The

national developments had of course atoppeﬁ Muslim migra-

“tions into China, they did not reduce their activities in

the Khitan and Nichen territories.

The national _policy of 3ung Dynasty was, from the
‘beginning of its formation, to shift its political,
militnry; economic, and cultural centers, as well as its
p‘opulation.. from the indefensible north to the wealthier,
better-developed and defensible south. Shifting to the
south surrounded by seas and abundant in rivers. Sung China
Soon became & naval:power strong enough to maintain her
independence and prosperity for more than three hundred

years. With sufficlent naval protection, the foreigners,

particularly the Arabs who left China after the destruction

of Kuang-chau in 878 by Hwang Ch':o.s now returned to China.
This time they felt at home.

ey =

D
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mperor's Call to

From the beginning, with the permanent loss of Manchuria,
Mongolia, and 331-57'3. Sung China had ceaged to be a super-
power. In the West, the Iater Abbassid Caliphate (945-1258)
had also become & royal puppet. fi:rst in tho handa of the
Persian Buyids (945-1055), - then the Seljuk Turks (1055-1118),
and then the Zangid Turks (1127-1258)5; and financially, was:
almost bled to death in wars with with the Crusaders (1095-1270).

These two empires, constantly subjected to homn.dic g~

'gmsaions from the same directions, were eager to reestablish
their triendshib a8 soon as possible, for their polltlcal and
ocdﬁomic survival, With this intentlion in miﬁd..the first
Sung Emperor, T'al-tsu (r. 960-976), dispatched s goodwill
mission in 966 to recontact countries in the South and West
Lsﬂi-l..s, whioh had had diplomatic relations with T'ang China.
'I!his mission, staffed with more than one hu.m:lrod ofﬁ.oials,

m ontmat:ed wlth numeroua imperial messages. 'Ihe most

important message was the one that was dallvered to the

Abbassid Caliph al-Muti' (r. 946-974), ’ concerning his request
to the Cnliph to reopen the Sino-Arab sea tra.de. In response,

an Abba.ssid tributary delegatipn, ~ baarigg valuasble gifts and
Arabian products. arrived in K'al-feng, the Sung caplital, in

968._ A.gain, 1n 971, o74, 975, and 976, four more Abbasaid

8 As =3 rosult

embaasies visited the Tigi-tsu court.
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the formerly disoontinued Sino-Arah politicas- .

economic relabtons wWere’'reitnstalled; and the once inter-

which dispntched & total of 213 tributary miaaions to China.

Sixty were from Chan-ch'ong (Annan), 35 from "Ta-shih™
(Arabia), 28 rrom San-Fo-ts'l (Palembang, B, Sumatra), and
80 from 29 small I';j_ngcb::ms;...9 Chan~-ch'eng a.nd San-ro-ts'i, as
well as two other countrles--Ceylon and Ku-lin (Malabar
Coast), which are not listed as .tributary statea--wera the
important transhipping canters, where there were large Arab
populations, with all kinds of buainess establishments main-
talned for handling meritime commercs betﬁeen- China and the
West as early as the T'ang d.nys.lo We presume that some of
these tributary missions sent by 32 countries to Sung Chi‘na
might have been private partieﬂ organlzed by 1nrluential
Arab merchants who took the oppportunity of representing the
petty kingdoms to the Chlnese court, with the aim of obtain-
ing favorable treétment from the Chinese 3ofernment.

The Jjolnt efforts by Sung China and Abbassid Caliphate

in reopening maritime trade, which brought to them economic

prosperity hsvé. in 'fact. as envisioned by Reschauer, ushered

them into "what might be called the first period of great

1
(Asian) oceanic commerce in the history of the world. "l
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J. Jolnt Chinese-Arab Effort in the Development of Suns

Maritime Commerce ' -

A, .!:.

onepoly on Interpational Trade

The Sung Government turned 1ntermt16nﬁl trade into a
monopoly.‘ But 1n fact the 1mport. e::port. and shipping
anterprises wero omnad lnd operatod by (Hzinusa and Muslim
memhnnts. A.ll transactlons betwesn soéemment: and merchant,
or boi:waon the mefchnnta themsolves;‘]wore c-arried out on a
ba.rter a:rat:em. 31mp:Lv becnuso 0.1: that timo thero waa no
bilntenlhr utilized currency. For export China. produced

silk, poroalain. lmc;uer. gold.. silver, teﬂ. and occasionally

Chinoae cash. In retum ahe bousht perfume IV » pearls, Preclous
stones, coral, 1vory. rhinocoroa homa. medicine. splces,

cloth, steel, birds. horsas, and animals from Euslim
14 -
countries. -

In order td cdntfol impé.:'t-;&:-!d uport. thé Su_ng govern-
ment installed at Kuang-ochou, Eans-chou. Ch't'fan-chou. and six
"-other seaports, the office of Superintendoncy of Herchant
. Shipping, a treasury nd.miniatration coped from the T'ang.
Their functions were to supervise incoming and outgoing ships,

to coliect cuatom dutlies on foreign and domestic goods, to

. ofrer uarehousas for storage, and to purchase profitable

rsreign goods for resala. The dutlies collected ranged from

10% to 60%., Officilal purchases might consist of 104 of the

13

cargo, or even the entlre shipnent.

For the purpose of storing and selling forelgn goods,

particularly perfume, 1VOIY, and medicine, the Sung roysal house
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established a Hslang-yao Kou (Royal Bureau of Perfumery

and Mediloine) in 977+ which was a part of the ralace

administration, a famous governor, Chang Sun, was

&appolnted asgs itg commlssioner. In its firgt year, the

bureau made 300,000 strings cash profit,

following year;lu

and 500,000 the
During the reign of Kao-tsung (r. 1128~

1162) or Southern Sung, the revenues made in 113? from the
resale of perfumery and medicine alor}e reached 2,000,000
Strings of cash (equivalent to 2,000,000 cunces silver),
belng about 104 of the national 1ncome.15 The ﬁperor was
30 pleased that he remariked: "The Profit from merchant
shipping 1s very grest. If it 1is Properly admihistered.
1t will yleld for the government millions of strings of
cash wlthout much difficulty. Is this not better than

extorting (money) from the pccple?”16
B. Arat

-Pyel” 2

b
Lt s

The Sung monopoly law required that all imported or
exported goods, whether owned by Chinese or Muslim, be

registered at the Superintendency of Merchant Shipping,
at the port in question. After paying off duty and
selling whatever the government wanted, the merchant was
free to trade with anyone he wisheq. ship to any foreign
country he desired. Or, with & special permit to sell,
he could travel from ocity to city within China. "Such

sales and purchases easlly ylelded one thousand per cent



-213- [SMM/1-84/D.6A

profit®, sometimes even more,

As we know,

Among

8occlety of Chlina liked the best

was ambergris, a substance found floating in the Indian

Ocean. Diaphgrged_b; the whale, it possesses an unusually
strong fragrance. |

- The Suns government purchased silk from ram;srs or
mn.nu:iacture?:'s at only 2,000 cash (oQuifﬁlent; to "'t"‘w:o" cunces
silver) for a piece about tﬁo foot wide and fortﬁ feet long.
The Muslim merchants bartered for it from the chinese'
government, then shipped 1t to the Middle hat or Europe for
sa.le." Thoro. 'one pound ( of silk) is stated to have been

18
oonsidered equal 1in nluo to as much welght in gold.”

As to the Officill selli.ng prioe of mbergris by the govern-
ment in Kunng-chou. it was said that "One ounce would bring
in 100,000 cash® to the treasury, equivalent to 100 ounces
 silver,l7 . ' . | | ‘

In 1131 during the relign of' Sung Emperor Kao-tsuﬁ'g'
(r. 1127-1162), an Abbasid ambassador named Abu Ali, came
to his court and presented '209 large elephant tusks _q_nd 35
large rhinoceros horms, welghing a total of 20,000 catties.
In return, the Bnperor awarded him 50,000,000 cash (equi-
valent to 50,000 ounces of silver). History tells us that
this Aradb diploﬁ;t soon resigned his officlal duty, made

his permanent residence in Kuang-chou, engaged 1n Slno-Arab
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trade, and became the leading Arab merchant., In 1137 he

Was married to a Chinese woman who happened to be the

Slster of a high Chinese general by the name of Tseng Na .
According to hlstory,

Simply because the Arab was too rich and influential to
lgnore. Not very long afterwards,

new venture, whereby he accumulated aven more wealth.zo
Prom that time on. the Abu family, woll-eatablished in

Kua.ng-chou since the 10th century, continued. to gron in
wealth and preutig& in Southeast Ch:l.na u.ntitha end of the

Yuan Dynasty.
In early 13th century, a famous Chinese scholar, Yueh

K'e, recorded in his book Yigz Shih,?! his personal obser-

vations about tha Abu family in Kusng-chou:

"Many 'Hal-liao' (Sea Barbarians) lived, scattered around

in Kueng-chou., Among them the most prominent was P'uy
Hsing (Clan), nicknamed °‘The White Foreigner'. By birth

ke was & nobility from Chan--ch'eng (Anna.m)...later he
took up permanent residence 1ln China and enggéged in sea

trade...He lived in the city. His home was built and
decorated in the most luxurious fashion...l personally
saw him spending gold like dust...(At dinner parties),
pearls, precious gems and perfume, were scattered all
over the place, to show off (his) extravagance.,..His

wealth had no match--.
There i1s another episode about the affluence of the Arabs in

Ch'dan-chou, quoted by a modern Chinese scholar, Wu Wen-lilang,
22

in his work Ch'ﬁan-chou Religlous 3Jtones:
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*In"1210, "during

Ning-tsung (r.1194-1224
~a < WAllg or’Ch'ﬂhn-ohou weio
rwithﬂtha.{inanola :

It was 30 expensive

that even the Chinese soforhméht nlgno could nbt_ ;rfé;-a |

£0 pay for it, but was ob'l‘ls'ed‘ to";goek ooﬁtr:ib‘ut_:l.o;iist tlrpl_nm
HTPhe rich Arabs. s T, b W R | b B BB % Gl

Lot oy To . further lnuhthto the Oopulence of the Ch'i'z'an;chou
Arabs, here is mothor'qnotation. this time from the

" Euel-Hsin Tsa-chin®’ by Chou M1 of the 13th century:

"There was a prominent 'Nan-fan Hul-huil! (Arab Muslim)
Rerchant named Pu-lien (al-Bahrain), who was a son-
in=-law of the Abu family. He was so rich that he
owned 80 sea-trade ships. He died in 1293, survived
by only one daughter. His properties were confiscated
by the Chinese government (which discovered in his
home) 130 piculs of pearls (about 17000 ibs.) and
other goods of equal value.”

How could al-Behrein accumulate such wealth? Translated
into current monetary value (based on the 1983 New York
P;hi'l market ) hi.s pearl inventory alone Iblgld".bo worth
200 million U.S. dollars. |

We do not bellieve that the Arab merchants were
millionaires before coming to China. Most likely they
attained their fortune after having engaged in sea-trade;

-for example, bartering thelr perfumery for silk. Sung



sSuch revenues were used by

But the multi-million
strings of cash, the tons of ailvor--o.ll Sea trade profits

the Arabs shared almost Oqu‘lly “1th the chiﬂﬂSQ government «-

were not used by the Arabs for Chinese national defense. They
were, ilnstead, spent to elevato the livj.ns sta.ndarda of the

Huslims themaelvea. ‘Ihey maj_ntained hugo fleets of ships, bullt
pallce-liko malona. horded perfume, silk. 5old silvor. and

othor nluable soods. Their wealth conld. challonso that of an
Arab Sultan or a Chinese prince,
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Beoause ln south China thers existed dei’enslble sea lines.

nlvisatable rivers, well-established 1nlmd tmffics, fertile

1ands. rioh natural: ‘Tesources, a large populatlon and uell-

-.1-
L -
e,

'tralned offlcials. 1n addition to an unpreoedontly prosperous
temtioml sea trade developed by Sung rulers in coopention
th Abbassid’ ‘Caliphs and Muslim merchants, the Sung Empu-e.

th ush militarily weak, survived for 316 yetra. She 1asted”

longer than a.ny of the powerful nomadj,o Liao West Hsia. Chin,

or later. the Yuan dynuties. Perhaps, due to the huge profits °

and revenues made from foreign tnde. tho Sung government was

able to build a strong econony, &s. well aa a strong nIWY &g"

defense agalinst the northern nomadg who were unbeatabla on ‘horse

‘}.

but vulnerable on ship. Lacking any. one or theae factors, the
Sung Empire might still have survived, but not without the

. !

financial gains from foreign trade,. |
After having conquered: the Kinsdom of West ‘Hsla 1in 1227, ‘the

Chin mpire in'1234, and Yunnan and Tibetan tribes 1n 1253, the

Mongolian forces under Khublal Khan stepped up thelr campalgn to

conquer Sung China. From the north, the west, and the south, the

Mongols rained down on the Chinese, and by 1276, had captured the
Sung capital Hang-chou, and removed the teen-age Sung Emperor

Kung-ti (r. 1275-1276) and the dowager-queen to Yen-king (modern

fhe defeated emperor had surrendered his royal

Peking), once "

| . Dynasty.
credentials and Jec laxed the disintegration of the Sung Ly y



two brothers of

Eung=-ti, Prince Chao Shih and Prince Chao Ping were escorted

Just before the downfall of Hang-chou,

by & few falthfuls in their 88cape to Pu-chou. Upon arrival
at that oity, Prince Shih was lmmedlately acclaimed as Sung
Emperor Tuan-tspng (r. 1276-1278). But during his stay there,
due to his youth and inexperience, all the royal affairs werse
handled by his prime minister Ch'en l-chung, an opportunist.
Probably, advised by Ch'en, the young eamperor wanted -to escape
to Annam, but.for unknown reasons his wish did not nateriallze.

At that moment, the Mongol forces were advancing towards the

easte;'n parts of Fu-kien and Kuang-tung provinces, encircling
Ph-oh;:u for his capture. The few falthfuls, under the leader-
ship of Chang Shih-chieh, Minister of Mllitary 'Arf.airs. (with
the exception of Ch'en I-chung who had already left for Aanam)

realizing the great danger the new emperor was in, immediately
took him to sea and ulled. for Ch'uan chou, There, the Minister

Chang Shih-chieh hoped to obtain help from a man called P'u
shou-keng.zs And: the meeting was to prove a turning point in

the life or.‘ P'u, But just who was this P'u Shou-keng? Why did
Chang so urgently seek him? What was the result of thelr fate-
ful aeeting? Ail tﬁis and more will be answered in the ensulng

Pages,



Bse P'u ¢ . .
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P'u as
a Chlnese Surname had been adopted by many Arabs

living in Chira durlng tho 10 to 13th centurles, with names such

as Abu--nali‘t or Abu-al—%o.s “ninese gsurnames ares, with a few

axceptiong, monoa?llabie. Jdo 1t was moro conveniant for an Arab

to introduce himself to a Chineao as 11mp1;r Hr. P' u, instead of,
SAaY, Abu-!'!allk. | +

' -

i R 7
K. . oo i -
L - -

Host of tha A:r:e.b meroh&mtf’{ln Kum-chou d.uring T'mg-suns

times were w@althy. and RNy prerjxed their surnames with” the word

uAburl. meaning "father of%. This is xhy the 12th century Chinese

. --.f_‘-:
s L. =

scholar Jueh K'le wrotez

r‘ I -l'"—" ) . :lt"l

"‘Ihere weTo rany- 3m-foreigners scattered about 1n Kuang-
chou. Among the moat prominent one ms the 'Plu cla.n'..."

: Prom historioal recorda wo can learn that th_eh.-majority of the

J‘ij'

Abbassid. tributary or envoys aent by Southeast Aaian nuslim states

to Sung China were hwded. by Amb disnitaries. mle holding
dlplomatic statua. they engased 1n 1ntemtional trade._ Many of

' them lrm.d homea or proporties in Kuang-ohou or other Ghinesa cities.

Hhen trade was more profitable they would give up their diplomatlc

POBtB. nork for business. and orten aottled down in such cities

where they enjoyed eztrlterrltorial prlvilesea and & better ‘1ife

than they could baok in their own homeland .
How. ‘the queation 4s this: Hho us the elrliest moostor of

the wealthy P'u clan in Kunng-ohou?



When the presaent writer was in Tailyuanfu, Shan-si

province, from 1935-1938, nis teacher Ibrahim Ma Chun

(d. 1341 ) wrote a book The Se

st F 3t ory of gg_-- MuSlIIIS-

contalining a lot of valuable information on Chinese Muslims

that cannot be foung in any traditional wrltings. Ibrahim

Ma, an Arab descendent himself, whosee famlly tree can be

traced back to Caliph Abu-Bal:r (r.632-634), was a greet Chinese
and Islamic scholar, the chief judge of Shn.n-hsi province. and

died . martyr during China*s mti-Japanese war (1945-1948)
Aooonuns. tq the .nriter. G reoollactions. these were his words:27
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'ﬁ.P'nahninM&oumd«Md’lbnﬂiﬁnmto
Surg Cixine frem Arshia and settled demm in v, P°’u Shou-keng
was his descendent. Pai Yen (Ibn Iu-gd:). the first Prime Mimister -
_andw:l.n-d:iofofnnh llan ferces under Xhublal Khan,
- was Sayyed, an Arab from Bahrain Pa—lin)‘moP'ura.uinan:lour
hfﬂhhﬁommnmﬁw’m«dh&uwphma&r
Sm'deIuaul.qu.dEdJillChua-doanﬂ«uim.
because Pafl's mether was Edjill's aumt, and BEdj11l's mother was
Pal Yen’s aunt...We are all Arabs...Net only us, but the first Ming
Emperer Chu Yuvan-chang, his queen Ma Hou, and most of hkis important
aldes, such as Prince Hsfi Ta, Prince Ch'ang Y8~-ch'un,, Prince Hu Ta-
hal, Prince 1l Wen-chung and Prince Mu Ying and many others, were 81850
Argbg.. .My ancester who served as Minister ef War under Ming Emperor
Esien-tsung (r. 1465-1487) was Ma Wen-sheng, EHe moved to Shan-si
province and bullt the mosque in T'ai-yuan-fu, being the re
m!ndanuttldddc;g\mn-d." x |

[ ——— _-,_-—ll-ll--lll-llll -
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I‘brlhin )!n's ir;fo-mtion on Abu Ali coincid.ea with wha.t: was

written in .C.hﬁﬂ_ﬂi_ﬂ-

riod T'ai-ping hing-kuo ( S77) .
*In the second year t;fs:ﬁ: i: envoys Abu All and others.

this country (Bormeo o our court, camphor, tortolse-

 to present as tgizzzgal-nood...melr envoys were lodged

:lée?c.l}w g;H ggest house, and were sent back with honour.”

entury, another Chinese scholar, Cheng

Again in 13th ¢ 29

So-nan, wrote in his book Hsln Shih:
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A Re Ry
P'u Shou-keng's ancaegt “ors were Nan-fan-jen (Arabs),

whoso wealth ware unmatched b
Ch -

If we want to understand

i1slan in Ruang-chou, wa ‘must first know the history of how and
when the Hoaque of Holy Remembrance and the Light Pagoda
(Hinnret) were bullt. When we lmow the history of the famous
Knang-chou mosque and mlnaret, we will then know why the Abu Ali
clan was the main forcg behind the Muslim activities in Kuang-chou
during the 10-131:}1 centurles. The Abus wore tho Arabs. who built
the Kuang-chou mosque and the minaret during the. 9-10th- centuries.j
In tho 11th century, P'u Tsung-Meng (1032-1098), .&. descen-
dent of 4bu Ali in the L4th generation, who was-a scholar and
statesmen, moved his femily from Kusng-chou to Lang-chou 1in
- Ssu-ch'uan province. JAfter he psssed the royal Chin-shih (FPh.D.)
examination, he was appointed by Svng Empercr Shen-tsung
(r. 1067-1085) as Palace Editor, Grand Secretary and Vice Minister.
In Cﬁiﬁ"ose literatuﬁa. he vas a close friend o_-f the '}eading Sung
scholar and statesman, Su Shih, or Su Tung-p'o (1036-1101). 1In
politiﬁc‘s. he was a comrsde of the reformist Prime Minister Wang
lAn-ahj_}—; (1021-1086), a;nd he was an opponent tTo the conservative
statesman ond historian, Ssu-ma Kuang (1019-1086). - Although he
¥as thoroughly educated and molded in Confucianist culture, he
remnined & devout Muslim. Just to mentlon one instance of his

31
religious devotion, 1t 1s recorded in Sung History



"-..He took abulations every day, such as m ace-

oo ety afany Tosiure? miner foot maanine, “iaior

abulation requires five hu (bushel) of water..." D
He must indeed have taken abulation and sald his prayers
regull.rly for a Chinese hiiatorim to take note.

. Shou~keng's father, P'u Shih-pin, was born in
‘Ssu-ch'uan province, a descendent of P'u Pt -aanis Ln b
6th generation. After having passed a high civil examination,
he was chosen as the ml.glatrite of Chin-kiang in Ch'uan-chou.
Therefore he moved from Ssu-ch'uan to Ch'uan-chou with his
family around 1230.32 mém young Shou-keng grew up and was
-educated, '

P'u Shih-pin had tﬁ other sons. Shou-sheng was the
eldest, a schblar and the prefect of P'u-chou County 1in
Shan-si province. The second son, Shou-ch'eng, waé -also an
outstanding scholar and the prefect of Mei-chou in Kuang-tung
province; Bath of them were good civil officlals with
brilliant records.’> Shou-keng was the youngest, & highly
intelligent and ambitious person, talented in financial,
political and military affairs, a man born with administrative

abllitles.
By the age of 30, Shou=keng was already involved in

Sino-=-Arab se& tra.dé. the family business. Being an Arab, and



with his flmily's influence, he did so weil that he soon became

the 1esdor of the Muslim md merohant oommunity in Ch'uan chou.

, Possibly ‘because of his wealth and akilfull leadership, the

Sung govarmnont mdo him the Superintandent of Merchant Shipping
- in Ch'uan-chou, whioh post he held for 30 yurs (1245-1276),

until his next 1mportant aaaismtlon as the Hllltary Pacification
Cammissioner of Pu-kien and Tung-chien. command.ing lll the sung

34

n.ul foroes 1:1 these lreaa. Uith these two powerful positions

in addition to hia sea tnde enterprises. Shou-'-iehfgrbecame the
greatest. authority 1n southeust Quna . rinancially. militarily.

tnd--z_fpoyﬂtiicll;y, Just before tho downi’all of the Sung Dynasty.

s.Hs

of

__pr nd Month

g s = yed -

Twelve seventy-six 'was the fatal year for -S.ung-, More than
-95% of China had been conquered by the Mongols, except Fu-kien
and Kuang-tung coastal terrivorles, of whish. P'u Shou-keng was
the carstaker. He was so important to Sung that the declining

r help them flee to Southeast Asia for future survival.

Hongola, o
On the other hand, Iunan Enperor Khublal Ehan would not let

Shou-keng slip from his flngers and decided to win over his

loyllty.‘ Khublal EKhan won the game because his Frime Minlster

and Commander-in-cnief, Pal Ien. happened to be a Sayyed from
Blhnj_n, Because both were Arntn, they knew each other very well.

ng to.Ibrahim Ma Chﬂn, Pai Yen (Ibn Yargub) was also

'E' e __———'-ﬂl

Accordi

& descendent of our Prophet Muhammed .: Soon after Pai Yen's foreces

captured Hang-chou and removed the Sung BEmperor Kung-ti and hils



mother-to Yen-king in the 2nd month of 1276, he dispatched
two Secret agents, Pu Po (an Arab) and Chou Ch'ing (a’'Chinese)

with his obnridential message to meet Shou-~-keng that month.35
Obviously, he was asking the latter to come ocver to his“’side,
in order to save Ch'unn-chou city and 1its entlro"pépulafion

from totnl deatruotion. and to bring the Sung-!uan dynastical

war to an end What Shou-ken S answer was. histo&.-ians do not

&

lcnow. But obviously, Shou-keng was rtced with a terribler
- entxust

dilomml... Hhother to side with the thing Sung. or to ‘his

., moat dirficult decision in his entire politioo.l lire. It
appea.rs that he kept*a. uit-and-see attitude for no: »longer than
nine months, then the fatal hour struck. '

-0 -]8 , i P' 3 0 -ke b,

'9:. S

' b i
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Aooordins to w the young emporor wished to

L

"entgr Ch'uan-chou. He met P'u Shou-keng, who aaked him to stay.

| irle.d'o 'n-ot believe, however. that that was thc case. Because

;‘ &pgror Tuan-tsung was a teeqnger. he did not understand
| 'politios and was under the comple'ce guardianship of Chang

Shih-chioh. marefon. 1t was the minister that planned to meet

.P'u Shou-keng to see LT somethins could be worked out so as to
uuvo the lineage of the Sung royal houae from extinotion.

Eorebglow 18 what was sald in Mg_}_zz about this tragic

meeting: t s e i o



® (Fmperor) Shih wished to entér Ch'uwon-chou Pacification
Commissioner P‘u Shou-keng (was thought) to have different
ambitions. He had been:.the Superintendent of Morchant
Shipping, monopolizing the profits from foreign shipping,
for 30 year=2, When Shih's ships arriv-d at Ch'uan-chou,
Shou-keng raid a visit (.o Shih), asking (the latter) to
stay. Chang Shih-chieh would not ngree. Someone advised
Shih-chieh to detain Shou-keng so that (they) could take
control of his sea-zoing ships. But Chang Shih-chieh 4id
not agree, and rcleassd (Shou-keng). BRight after, because
of a shortage of (roysl) ships, the (royal force) cap-
tured his (Shou-keng's) ‘ships and confiscated all his
wealth. Enraged, Shou~keng ordered (Ris soldiers) to put
to death (in the 1ith month of 1276) akin=iew members of
the roysl family, some high officlals, and the Euai (area)
soldiers who happened to be in Ch'uan~chou...and then
P'u Shou-keng and the Ch'uan-chou Prefect, T'ien Chen-tzu,
went over to the (Xongols) the following month...™

It is olear that Chang Shih-chieh, vho had just. escorted

the teenege ruler in his cscape from Pu-chou to Ch'uan-chou,

realized: that it wns no longer safo to tarry thsre either. Presu-

mbiy, they night “hﬁve planned to s_;uil for Annam, & country
not readiily accasgible to the Hongols, aid which had been
suggested earlier by Ca'en I-chung to the young emperor. It
seems logical that, with that hope in mind, Chans(and not
Emperor HShih) asked Shou-keng to help them fb‘_,y_'_puz_'nin__g._,_over
his .nmv;;‘fgrca. and providing hils r;p;an_oia;_.;asi‘stlnge. It

seems logical too, to assumc thatl Shou-keng would ask for some

time before giving his answelk. At _t_hnt time som'e other

loyalists suggested tc Chang raking Shou-keng as hostage to

But undoubtedly, Shou-keng would not
Porhaps he had orderdd his

fulfill their schemes.

have come to the meeting Aalone.



troops to take certain Precautionary measures, which were
then dlscovered by Chang's intelligence agents, who in turn

stopped Chang from taking Shou-keng as hostage. At the end

of tho“ futile meotihg. Chang Was forced to release Shou-keng.
Now the military situation became so tense, Chané and.
mperor Shih had to depart hastlly from Ch'uan-chou, before

the Hongols olosed in on them. Whereupon Chnng made the

ng movo 1n orderlng his aoldiers to capturo many of
Shou-keng 3 ships and lootln.s his possesaions.' Under such
hostilo provoution, Shou-kong was loft: with no cholco but
' to ‘lash back 1n solr-doronse. After a brief but bitter and
blla';dy btttle;‘iilth Neavy casulities on both sides, Shou-keng
won., With whsti remained of thelr dacimted""'ti‘bop_s,"the young
emperor nndChnng Shih-chieh fled on shilp tdeuanstung-—a.nd
to their fatal end at sea. -
True, the bloodshed and material destructions were

terrible, but 1t would have been even more devastating had

the Mongol troops Jjoined in and fought a different war, a
war in which Shou-kans battled on the Sung royalist side.

Pt y |

Ve could:l.m-sine the disaster of a war fought between the

powerful Mongol hordes and the disorganized, uncoopesating
Had this traglc waTr really taken place,

Sung-P'u troops.

the result would have been the total demolition of the

Ch'uan-chou cilty,

clan, and the senseless glaughter of thousands of Chinese

and Muslim soldlers, and hundreds of thousands of

ted to save hls OWn life and

civilians. Had Shou-eng wan

4

the complete extermination of the Shou-keng

‘\-\._-: - --". _11‘ . -._-'- _; _I_
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wealth, he could have loaded his entire femlly, his Muslim
soldlers and merchants, and all his belongings on his fleet,
and left for Annam, where Muslims wore more welcome than the
Chinese. But he was asked--by the people, his family, and
friends--to stay in Chuan-~chou snd to not side with the Sung.
Otherwliee, they would undoubtedly have been sacrificed under
the Mongol sword. 86 Shou-keng decided ndt.; to leave Ch'uan-
chou but to stay with his Peoplec and fight 1t out. - And so
he went -éilefitto Pai Yen in ardef 'ccs prevent the traglc war.
By so doing, Ch'uan-chou city was saved, and an innumerable
number of people were saved. For this Shou=keng oarnéd the
nane of traltor in history.

It 18 the contention of the present writer that P'u
Shou~keng's defection to the Mongols was notf- for his own
1ife, but rDr humanity. His dafoction way entirely different
from thnt 6f Hung Ch'esng=-chtou, the higheut Ming Military
@overnor of Northeast China durins the reign of Ming Fnperor
Ssu~tung (r. 1628-1644)., 1t us*hi.ﬁ .responéibility to direct
the war againat the Manchu invaders. When he was captured by
the enemy in 1642, he dafacted. Hung's defection was-for hils
life and for glory. Soon he became the informer to the Ch'irg

ruler, who uppointed him the sovernor-seneral of five provinces

in southwoat China. His sole responsibility was to eliminate

/ He forgot completely the prestige
There 1is

the last Ming Prince Kuel.
and power the last Ming Emperor had bestowed on him.




no doubt that Hung Ch'eng-ch'ou was a traitor. But what of "

P'u Shou~keng? He cannot be deemed a traitor. Would the
Jury of world opinion then forgive him, in light of his f
unselfish devotion and humanitarian accomplishments? ‘
"t Be. P'q Shou-~kenz and Ch nese Muslims

We can learn through history that the P'u clan was very

L W

religious and very wealthy. Both the famous Kuang-chou and

Some weres well-known for their mcormptible uprishtness,
hunanitarianism, and their talant 1n. Chinose llternture.
As a’'politician, P'u Shau—kons saved Gh uan-ohou rrom

- destruction and. helped the Mongols to end thoir China ca.mpaisn.
" Aa & humanitarian, he saved hundreds of thousands or 11 ves,
Chinese, Muslim, Christian, and Jew, in Pu-kien and Kuang-tung.
His cooperation with Pal Yen, Khublal Khnn's Prime Hinister.
paved the way for hundreds of thousands of Husllms to migrate
into China, and to have plenty of opportunity to establish

foundations in all walks of 111’3 during tho Yuan period.
Besides P'u.Shou~keng and Pa:!. Yen, there was another high

Muslim official of the.same period worthy of mentiom the famous
\}-Lam
Prince of Hsien-yang, Sayyld EdjJill Chams-dan Omar. & descendent

of the Holy Prophetl Muhammed in the 31st generation. He was
=nAan profince and the founder of Islam in

the governor of Yun

- Southwest China, also during the reign of Khublal Khan. All “"

" ."."--I-— -----
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these Arab nobles together played a Very important role 1in the

formation of Yuan policy towards the Muslims, which was Very

favorable to Muslim migration, Muslim dlstribution, Muslim

profession, and the Muslim religlous and socig] life in China
during the entire Yuan period. Sayyed BEdjill Oma-r"s camtri-

butions were concentrated in Southweat, P'u Shou-keng's
csontributions were oentorod in Southeast, a.?g;g:ime Minister
Fali Yen' s influence m in the central govemment and North
Chinma as woll. Without these three Arabs, the entire picture
of life for the Muslims and the development of Iai;m in fum

China would have been vastly cﬁrferent.

II. .!-. Pa'ted O 4T O
« Llao Period: gao-amzasg;g Priendly Belations

The Liao Dynasty (916-1125) was established by the Khitans
in the vast territory covering Hl.nchﬁria; Mongolia and the
northern part of China Propcr.- It lasted 209 years before

being replaced by Chin. A5 a oﬁnsequenoc of the Khitan control
of the Silk Road, the land traffic botwﬂg'e_p the Sung Chinese and

the Abbassids was completely cut off. But re'fllt:.ons between

the Khitans ahd. the Arabs. »aie quite cordial.

Liso History says that an Abbassid anbassador arrived at

the court of Emperor T'al-tsu (r. 916-926) in 924, with mesaages

and trl‘lm:?os.js But its metive 1g not known. It was not until

the year 1020 that the second Abbassid mission came to Llao,

Sent by Caliph al-Qadir (r. 991-1031) to the court of Emperor



Sheng-tsung (r. 982-1031), This time they bore gifts of

elephants and valuable Arabian products,

for the hand

and the request

of a Lieo princess in a royal marriage to one .

of the Caliph's sons, Chaghrl-togin.39 The request went

unansuoxted. The foliowing Jear the Caliph dispatched another
dologﬂtibn to Shehg-tsung. egain bringing up the same l
mtrimbniﬂ r&égeéﬁ. This time, to the Caliph's surprisé.‘
t_he. Ihitln mlersrlnted one of his granddaughters, Princess
E'e Lao, to be married to the Abbassid prince. This marked
the formation of a political alliance between theae:'tw-ca

countries.

B i

On her way to Baghdad, Princees K'e Lou and her escorts
had. tégpas‘s phz_:-ough Ghazanivid Khorasih;_“_gp;_._th%ﬁ reason
the Lismo Emparor wrote-a letter to Sultan Mahmud (r. 998-

o LO: - . .
1030) saying: = 7

® __AS there 13 ‘to take place an alllance with Qadir
Khan (Caliph al-Qadir), through a noble lady from my
house who is to be wed to his. royal son Chaghri-tegln,
thus uniting the royal familleS, we are therefore
requesting the Qmdir Ehan to open the road for our
envoy to him and for hls envoy to us...S0 we DAy
snform him (the Caliph) of how things stand with
US.. .and our. friondshlp__,with him...The purpose of

this envoy...1stoc open the”road for union and £o
fasten the ties of amity... et L8

und‘or pressure from the Persian

i
T
.;-*-..’

The Caliph in Baghdad, . _
Y SRR . T S At | | - -
Buyids (945-105?). must have fell that he should find a

friend in China; and tho' Lléo ruler must l;kowisg_ hate felt

& need for a fxtiend in ‘fhe wast. qu mutual ‘political "
ldmtagés the.;le two countries with Qiffergnt religlous

felllr +into instant alliance through & royal

backgrounds,



marriage. As a result of thig friendly tie, the door for
Arabs and other Muslims to lﬁigmta into China lbecamfs wide
open agfin, after the long H1lk Bdad.bloceda Bidoe. the An
La-shan (d.757) and the Hueng ch'ao (4.884%) rebellions.

So far &s the Muslim migrations into Chins clu.rins
1021-1125 are concerned no record exists in either Liao
or Sung history. Howevor, we do 'beliove trmt the constant
movements of Arabs, Persians and Otﬁer Central Asiari_;;ﬂuslims
into Liao territory should have taken place during those
100 peaceful years. It should noi: be cenaid.ered an exa-
semtion to say that a total of about 200 OOO to 300 000
Muslims might hnve settled down in Chinese ‘I‘urkestm.
Hanéolia. ‘Manchuria, sand north China, under the Khitan 1_'ule.
So-fal-e and_Islam in

$rre ,';‘ Odt S3avyy
No a

2o

When North Sung (960-1127) still controlled the lands
south of the Great wall, there arrived in K'al-feng a group
of 5 300 Arab immigrants, under the leadershlp of a Bhuhara
Prince named Sayyed So-fel-er (d. about 1120). Accompanied

by one brother, three sonsg and five grandsons, and bearing

with them a large tribute, the Arab prince pald & visit to

Sung Emperor Shen-tsung (1068-1085). He told Shen-tsung

that he was a descendent of the Holy Prohhet Muhammed in

bitemabdit-dns. the 26th generntlon and @sked for permisslon to

sattle down in north Chlna and to preach Islam. The Emperor
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wWas lmpressed by his regal bearing and learning

approved his requests. Later he served tﬁo Emperor in

& capacity in conneotion with the pacirj,ca'tj;on of a certalin

group of barbarians,

For this the Bmperor ordained him
41 |

the Marquis Ning-I.

Por ordinary Muslims in a group as large as the
Prince’s, it would have been difficult to cross tﬁa Liao
bordors to enter Sung. It was probably beoause the Khitans
and. the Abbassids had been on intimate terms after the
royal marriage in 1021, that Prince So-fei-er was allowed
to bring his 5300 tribesmen into China by the Liao
authoritios. .

So=~fei-er lived and died in north China. During his
lifetime he made frequent religion-related #ﬁpa between
north China and Central Asia. He travelled widely in
north China, preaching Islam. When the Chin ;‘eplaced the
Liac Empire, taking control of north China in 1125, his
tribesmen remam&_to live and flourish under Chin rule
after his demise. '

The Hnrquis produced many famous descendants who
Yuan and Ming royal houses with high

served at the Chin,
reputation and brilliant reoords.

To name only three

ty. H
of the Hui-hul (Muslim) Beglment in the Chin Dynasty -
I r of War at the Yuan Court 1n early

later served as Minliste

Mahmud was & very religius man. Wherever he

ljth centurye.



wWas assigned an official post, there he built moaques and

preached Islam. Many of the old mosques in K'al-'renso

Lo-yang, Peking, An-hul, Kiang-su, Je-ho and Hanchuria, wers

constructed by him. He also converted many Mongols and
Chinese to Islanm. | -

The eecond uyyed to be mentioned hene 13 Mahmzd'

Standing Statesman next cmly to h:l.s cousin qued Pai Ien (1235-
1129!:.), tho powortul Prime H:inister wcr Mlai Khan. The third

S e R —— - GRS . S ———— ety e ——— = S —— ki i

aayynd. was: Cheng Ho (1368-16144). or H& Sa.n-pno. the universal-
ly knom Commmder-in-chier of Hlng Royal Nuvy, eonaidered.

the first u.nd gmteat explorer 1n Ghineae history. , He was
Sl.yyed MJill Om.n"s descendent .Ln the 6th generation. and.
that or ou.r Eoly Prophet Huhummed in the 37t senerution.
Aooordins to Chinese Muslim trtd.ition. those 5300 Arab
1mmigrnnts ﬁo rollowed. Sayyed So-fel-er to China.. tosether
w:!.th those Huslims that settled down 1in Liao territory, _became

the earliest ancestors of the Chinese Huslima now living in

Ha.nohurit, Hongolia.. and North China.

III. CONCLUSION. MUS POPULATION AT END OF SUNG

- B.ck 1n T'ang times._ the Huslims who settled down 1n the

L]
- 4

Horth Northwest md Southwest China, were mostly soldlers
recmited in the .Abbasj.d.-'l"ans armies, 1n the bat'tle between
Chlm and rebel An Lu-ghan,. md that 'be tween China and the'

Tibetan Kidgdom, in the 8th and 9th century respectively.



There were aboyt 50,000 Arab Soldiers who chose to livo

in China and narry Chinese women. Thus, right from the

anset, their numders were

dounled. By the end of T'ang (907),

ched 500,000. The ma jority
¢ herdsmen, laborers,

They were the eArliest ancestors

and rewer to Suns China.
We ci not have o.ny historical racords to baok 1t up; honever.

we s uld not deny that sueh events took placo. So far &8s

the Muslim immgrants are ooncemod ws ahould. not only take

their mobillty in Su.ng Chim. but also their movements within
Liao and Chin statas into can.siderati . This 1S because as

' 180011 85 tho Hongols eatablished the Yuan Dynasty, the

territbrios controlled by the K.hi':\?s and the Nuchens were put

under their dominion. ' | | =

' If the total Hualim population at the end ot‘ T'ans (90?)
was around 500,000, than tf‘l:er 369 years, by tho end of the
Stms (12?6). the total Huslim population should have Teaghed

', ‘2 000.000. or Jjust four timoa tho rormer rlgu.re. | Ihis 18 no




46,734,784 People, of which the <,000,000 Muslinm

immigrants represented 4.3%. Thisg Percentage rate seenms

to have been naintained through the Yuan, Ming, Ch'ing and
Republican Periods, without much change,

As to those Muslima angaged in sea trade in Southeast

ooast_al areas, being merchants talented in busineas.

the lmport and oxport in Sung China. and built str;c:;'g |
outstanding acholars o_f“Ch—;.;eao literature and politiﬂ;r:il .
sclence. Thoy were affluent and 1nf1uent1al but most of
them did rot havo the intention of reaidl.ns permanantly 1n
the Conﬂaimist Hiddle Kingdom. R thaso Hualim soldiers -
had done 1n the high lands. They brought Islnm wlth“ ‘the;:
but they did not est&blish any Muslim oommunities or

villlges in Southust China, without which the ruture growth

, Of tho Huslim population was not possible.
In Kunn.g-chou, Ch'uan -chou, Hang-chou, and Iang-chou.
these mercha.nt Muslims built numerous mosques of sroat

historical value, ones that stand to this day, but where are
their descendents? The contributions they made to Chi'nese
Islam cannot be compared with those made by the T'ang-Sung-

Liao~Chin Muslim immigratns who chose to settld down in

Nor%h, Northwest and Soutwhest China. The future of Chinese

Muslims lay in these highlands. The light of Islam was to




transcend from the West to the PRast,

Thanks to the far-gsightedness or Sung Emperor T'al-tsu

and Emperor Eao-tsung in the dovelopmmt of 3ino-Arab trade,

and the kindness of Rmperor Shen~tsung in allowing Sayyed
Prince So-feli-er and his 5,300 tribesmen to live in North
China, and thanks also to the alliance between the Abbassid
Csliphato and tho Liao Empire through their royal mriase
in 1021, the Mus llma--particulnrly the Araba--had. been given
all kinds of opportunitiea to choose tholr profeasions. to
eatablish their business mtnprisoa. and to bulld up their
comunities throughout China., The last. but not the least,

of all tho favora they reoelved. was the permission to become

sons-in-law of the Han Chinese. Without thelr Chinese fathers-

in=-law, the Hualims would have bean isolnted from the Han
Chinoso. and experienced the same miserable existence endured
by the Christians and Jews of their time who were not allowed

by tlheir priests and rabbis to intermmary with the Chlinese.
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* The Earliest Sino-Arab Relations

The Change in the Control of Central Asia from the
Chinese to the Arabs | .

I. The Historicaleckground of Central Asia in Relation
~ to China before Arab Expansion |

| To state briefly, since the Han Dynasty (206 B.c. to 219 'c;;rE..),
Central Asia was the extension of Hsi-yii, the Western Territory,’
In the eyes of the ancient Chinese expansionists. In a broader sense,

Hsi-yii covers the Chinese Turkestan, modern Sinkiang, and the .

vast land stretching from its western border, Ili and the Onion
- Range, to the east of the Caspian Sea, and from the northern end

of the Iranian plateau to the southern tip of the Kirghiz steppe.®
The first time that the Chinese extended- their suzerainty to

Sinkiang, Ferghana and Badakshan was 60 B.c., when the Western

Hsiung-nu (the Huns) Empire was completely destroyed by China
under Emperor Han Wu-ti (reigned 140-88 B.c.). Hence there came

into existence the so-called fifty petty kingdoms of Hsi-yii,? as “'ell_
as the Silk-Road. By this road, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Mani-

chaeism, Nestorianism: and Islam penetrated first intd Chinese
Turkestan and then China Proper, during the first to seventh

1. Tseng.Wen-wu, History of Chinese Exploilation of Hsi-yh (Shanghai : Commercial

Press, 1936),.1-2. - S v
2. Wang Mo, “‘General View of Central Asia,’’ Chung-yang Ya-ksi-ya (Peking : Chung-
yang Ya-hsi-ya Hsieh-hui, 1942), 1. No. 1, 1. o
3. Tseng Wen-wu, op. cit., 29-30.

can
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centuries.*

However, the Chinese
‘the Western T’u-ch'iiely
united vnder their rule th
conquest of the Ephthali

had to give:"up Central Asia as soon as
(hereafter written as Turkish) Khanate
€ greater part of Central Asia after their

_ _ ph tes 1n 562.5 The Chinese could not re-
establish their suzerainty until 658 when Emperor T’ang Kao-tsung

| (reigned ?50-6§3) defeated the final resistance of this Turkish
K_hanate in Cfnnese Turkestan and Central Asia, As a result of this
victory, ‘“Chinese forces reached as far west as Kish, and the
Emperor Kao-tsung ‘had ‘officially annexed” all the territories
formerly included in the Turkish dominions. In the later year [661
C.E.], the provinces of Sogdiana dnd the Jaxartes were organised in
sixteen districts, including a ‘Goverhment of Persia’ under the
Péroz, situated apparently in Sijistdn, possibly even in Eastern
Khurasian.””¢ ' ' N
- Among”the sixteen districts in Transoxania, there were the
nine historically known tribes Chao-wu Chiu-hsing who were the
descendants of the ancient Yiieh-chihs, the Ephthalites. The Yiieh-
chibs, who had lived for some centyries in the western part of
Kansu province, were driven out of China, in about 140 B.C., by the
united forces of the Hsiung-nu and the Wn-sun tribes. Then they
migrated westward ‘and settled in the Oxus basin. They made
Samarkand their capital and then divided among themselves the
basin land into nine kingdoms, namely : An Kuo (Bukhara), Ho
o _(Kushaﬁi)’&h)é Huo Hsiin (modern Khiv), Jung Ta ({Dodem-._
-Betiii), K’ang Kuo (Samarkand), Mi Kuo (Marymurgh), Shih Chih

~ .-4, C.P. Skrine, Chinese Central Asia (London : Methuen, 1926), X1I, 169. Chang Hung-; -
ying; Culture of Central Asia by T. Hanada (Shanghai: Commeércial Pmss. 1941), XV, 67. Fang
Hao, History of the Communicalion between China and the West (Taipei : 1955), II, Ch. 19, 198-
236. S.A. Huzayyin, Arabs and the Far East (Cairo : Fouad ‘I University, 1942), 243, 250, -_

265"'9- ' . Tl | . . _
5. W. Barthold, Turkestan Down to the Mongol Invasion (London: 1958), 186. I'eng

Ch’eng-chiin (tr.), Hsi T'w-ch’'tieh Shik-liao (Documents sur les Tou-kise Octidentaux by L,
Chavannes), (Taipei i Commercial Press, 1962), 156-60.. - -
6. H?.A.R. Gibb, The Arab Conquest of Central dsia (London : ‘Royal Asiatic Society,

1923), 22. |
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(modern. Tashkent), Shih Kuo (Shebr), and Ts’ao (northeast of

Salmarkarld). In 658 C.E, 1"ang Kao-tsung conferred the title of
K'ang-chii Prefectural Viceroy upon the king of Samarkand, their

tribal chief. Consequently, all the other e .. -
. ‘ ight kingd
allegiance to the T'ang Emperor.? © gdoms pledged

| After the collapse of the Western Tyrkish Khanate, there re-
mained the ten Western Turkish tribes who lived in the northern

_part of Chinese Turkestan and the northeastern part of Centfal 1
Asia. They were divided into two wings: the Right Hsiang and the
Left Hsiang. These: tribes lived there quietly under the control of .
the T'ang military authorities in northern Chinese Turkestan until
689 Cc.E., when a powerful Eastern Turkish tribe, under the leader-
ship of Me-ch’o Khan, moved westward, defeated the ten t;ibes:,a.ﬁd
established a Khanate ip this lanq, which Jasted from 689 to716

After the death of Me-ch’o Khan, one of the ten Western Turk.lsh
tribes founded another shortlived Khanate, called Tiirgesh with
Sulu Khan being its chief.® Both of these two Khanates had been
supported and conferred with titles by Empress Wu. (reigned 684-
704) and Emperor T’ang Hsiian-tsung (713-35), respectively,® and
they bad played some important role in the struggles for dominat-
ing Central Asia between the Chinese and the Arabs, which will be
discussed later. -

- Itis obvious that the majority of the peoples of Central Asia,
disregarding the older residents—the Greeks and Persians—whether
they were the Hsiung-nus, the Wu-surs, Yiieh-chihs, or the Turks,
were not unacquainted with the Chinese at all. Later, when the
T’ang Chinese appeared on the scene in Certral Asia, they were
instantly accepted by these nomadic peoples as their old masters

7. Tseng Wen-wu, op. cit., 105-7. Wang P'u, T'ang Hui-yao (Shanghai: Commercial
Press 1936), 1774. Ou Yang-hsiu, Hsin T ang Shu (Shanghai : Commercial Press, 1936), Vol.

21b,1. '

8. Barthold, op. cit., 166-70. Ou Yarg-hsiu, op. cit., Vol. 215, 11.
9. Wang P’u, op. cit., 1691 : Empress Wu appointed Me-ch’o as Ch'ien-shan Kbhan in

698. Ou Yang-hsiu, op. cit., Vol. 215b, p. 9a : Emperor T'ang Hstlan-tsung fappointed Sulu as
Chung-shun Khan in 719. |
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or acquaintances.

From the above sketch of the historical background of Central

}‘?sm in relation to China, it is not wrong to say that Central Asia -
as served as a l§rge reservolr for the non-Chinese nomadic tribes
expelled from China before the eighth century, and also that it has

been anc} 1S a me}ting—pd‘t of the Chinese, Greek, Persian, Huns,
Ephthalites, Turkish and later. the Arabic and Mongol races and
.cultures. - _- R _

11. Central Asian ‘Mﬂ{téry Alliances under the T’ien Ko'han

Before discussing the Sino-Arab stmgglés for domination over

Central Asia, there is '-an()ther'politico-military development which.

should not be overlooked. In 630 c.E., when the Eastern Turkish
Khanate was destroyed by the T’ang army, Emperor T’ai-tsung
(reigned 627-49) was acclaimed T'ien Ko’han the Khan of Heaven
(or Tamghaj-Khan as called by some Arab historians) by the
various petty kingdoms of Hsi-yii. Thereupon, he.would protect
these peoples and the Chinese interests in Central Asia against the
aggressive Turks, who, although defeated by China, were still strong
enough to invade these small states. Under this organisation, all
of them had to obey the order of the Chinese Emperor, who acted

-

as the arbitrator if disputes arose between the members of the .-

. alliance, and who would use force if they were inva:ded by other
enemies. The invaded could ask for military aid or relief from the
d from the member-states who were also subject

Tamghaj Khan, an were alsc
to the Ko’han's call, if China herself needed their assistance’®—a
ituation, in fact,did arise in the ei_ghth -gentury.." S
When the Sasanid Prince Firiiz, son of the last Persiann King .

Yazdjird III (d. 641), fled to China in 63 ¢, appealing for help to

i SO EiSlOEY ' ty (Taipei : Commercial Press,
; Hsian-lin, History of the Culiure of T'ang Dynasty {. | t
1955) 124‘{3 Waf;g P’u, op.-cit., 1796. H. Yule, Cathay and the Way‘TMthar {London : 1903),
- 29‘312' Wang P'a, op. cit. 1789-90. I. Magon, ‘“When and How Mohammadens First Came,"”’

JNBCRAS; LXn 19291 4‘2‘78-' '
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{)icc?:‘t’;:‘;;lﬁ%gf?nfrt;?rtgerf\rabs 12 the Chmcse Empire began-to
Empicé into o ten}-:t er expansion of the newly born Muslim
ory east of Persia. In consequence of this
critical situation, T’ang Kao-tsung, in his capac1ty of Tamghaj
‘Khan, immediately established sixteen districts.in the Oxus basin
in 661, on the one hand, and, on the other, Empress Wu not long
after made peace also with -the Turks (in 697).' The disputes
between the Turks and other Central Asian states were, therefore,
reconciled, and the united military strength of the Central Asian
Alliances became strong enough to slow down the Arab conquest |
for about half a century | o -
Bemdes mlhtary purposes the system of Tamghaj Khan had »
also had 1ts cultural sxgmﬁcance It was under the protection of
~ this system that the first Zoroastrian Muhu, Ho Lu,- ‘reached
Ch’ang-an in 631 and, four years later, he was followed by the first
Nestorian priest, Alopen 15 In about.the same time, Muslims also
tame into China by this route although the Chinese records 651 as
the date of oﬁicml arrival of Islam at Ch’ ang—en from Arabia.’s., .
Furthermore the Central ‘Asian music, -arts and amufements:‘f *
were also introduced into China and were quickly absorbed by the. .
already multiformed Chinese culture. On' the other side, Chinese .
civilisation, such as- the law, painting, silk-weaving, paper-making,

and even Chinese poetry, was transported into Central Asia by .
some of the Chmese officials and soldiers who were sent to the West .

during the seventh- eighth centuries.!?
"~ The system of Tamghaj Khan was establlshed in 630 and

lasted about 150 years untll the complete mthdrawal of. Chlnese.

\.‘."h

12. Lo Hsrang -lin, op cit., 62. W. L. Langer, Enoy of World Hutory (Boeton 1943)

127-8.
- 13. Cf. note6 | | _ ’

14. Cf. note 9.

15. Lo Hsiang-lin, op. cat,, 77
16. Broomhall, Islam in China

Epitome of the History of Chiness Islam (Shanghar
17. Lo Hsiang-lin, op c1t 77 8.

(London : Morgan & Scott, 1910), 10-3. Pai Shoud, dn
Wen Tung Shu-cha, 1947), 6. :*
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influence from Central Asia under Arab pressure.' Had not this

International organisation been installed by the T’'ang Empire,
Central Asia as a whole would have been conquered by the Arabs.
long before the Abbasid Ziyad b. Salih came onto the scene in 751.

III The Arab Conquest of and the Chinese thhdmwal fiom
1 Central Asia

1. Qutaybah's Congucst of Transoxania and H:s Fadura to Enter
China. Qutaybah ibn Muslim (d. 715) was the central figure who
accomphshed the Arab .conquest of Transoxama durmg his ten
years’ tenure as the governor of the eastern prownces of Khurasan
trysted by -Caliph al-Walid (705-15) and supported by Hajjaj b.
Yasuf (d. 714), the governor of Iraq. Transoxania, in the early cen-
turies, was a place full of racial, politicaland cultural amalgamatlon

and conflicts. Disputes between the Greeks and the Persians, the
Permans and the Turks, the Turks and the Yileh-clnhs (the E ph—
thalites), and the Chinese and the Turks had been very strong and

frequent It was the most difficult terntory to be conquered both
militarily and rellglously by the Arabs in the East; the task of

conguering 1t required a-man of. great calibre. ‘For this reason,
Qutaybah was recommended by Hajjaj to Ca.hph al-Malik (685 705)
and Caliph al-Walid (705-15) as the right man to fulﬁl the mission,

He was not only an able military commander but also a good admin-
nd an enthusiastic Muslim. His military successes .were,

particularly, due to the co-operation he received from the Persians,

who were then one of the leading majorities in Transoxania.
To explain briefly, Qutaybah’s conquest of Transoxania may

fall 1nto four perlods 19 .
(1) 705: the recovery of lower Tukharletan

706-12: the conquest of Bukhara;
8; 710-2: consolidation in the Oxus Valley and 1ts extension

mto Sughd

1strator a

18. Ibld 80.
19. Gibb, op. cit., P 31.
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(4) 713-5: expeditions irito the Jaxartes provinces,
Sh#sh and the border of Kashagar,
| According tp- Chim-z:se records, Tukharistan, Ferghana and the

rine Chalo-wultrlbes, including Bukhara, Samarkand and Shash
(Shih Chih Kuo), were the member-states of the organisation of
the Tamghaj Khan. During Qutaybah’s campaigns against thesé
states, China had tried to help them against the Arab aggressions
indirectly by using the forces of the Turks. For instance, in 710,
the Eastern Turks joined the battle at Bukhara, waged by the
- Sughdian,;Shashian and Ferghanian troops against Qutaybah; in =~
712-3 when Qutaybah returned to Merv, Sogdiana was temporarily
occupied by these Turks; and during 716-36 there wére continuous
interventions into Transoxania by the Tiirgesh Khanate, a powerful |
Western Turkish tribe.?® On these occasions, both the Western and
the Eastern Turkish Khanates served as the buffer states between
the Umayyad Empire and the T'ang Empire, since reconciliations -
had been made by the Chinese Empress Wu betweeh the Turks
and the rest of the Transoxanian kingdonis in 697. a

After the withdrawal of the Eastern Turks from Sogdiafia
and the Arab reconquest 6f Samarkand and Bukhara in 713, which
has been confirmed by Chinese records, Qutaybah began to realise -
the importance of the political and commercial relations between
these. petty kingdoms and T’ang China, and he imimediately sent
in the same year a mission to China, for both diplomatic and com-
mercial purposes.?! | ; o

In the following year, Qutaybah started an -e{ipedlt}OQ,'me
Shish, the prince of which appealed to China for assistance, but in
vain. However, not long after the expedition was interrupted by the
sudden death of his supporter, Hajjij. In 715, Qutaybah renewed
theraid on Shiash and Ferghana. According to the Chinese source, he

Ferghana,

same period, one more mission wa:s sent. :
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; :: llllfitlpedb by certain Turfan (Tibetan) troops in the attack on
iy egh aIIiE.H\}t wa‘s defeated by the Chinese commander of K'u-
Wi1 ) " 1 tsiu-ching.” In the same year, Caliph al-Walid also died.

en Sulaimin (715-7) succeeded to the throne, Qutaybah roused

a mutiny in which he wag unexpectedly killed. The ‘Arab tradition

that Qutaybah had occupied Kashagar fo e i
' - h :
be confirmed by Chinese history.? ot el o f cannot

appeared-on the scene. If it were not for the death of Caliph al- .-
Walld or for Caliph Sulaimin’s hatred of the party of Hajjaj,
the entire Central Asia, including Chinese Turkestan, would have .
been grasped by the Umayyads, and Islam would probably have
taken the place of Buddhism and Confucism, at least.in western
China, three centuries earlier.* = S '

2. Zvyad’s Conquest of and the Withdrawal of China from Central
Asta, One year after the death of Qutaybah, in 716, the Tiirgesh
Khanate came into existence with the support of Emperor T’ang
Hsiian-tsung. In 724, the Arab general, Muslim b, Sa‘1d al-Kilabi,
led an expedition into Ferghana, where the army was defeated by
" a joint force.of Ferghana and the Tiirgesh. This disaster, known
as the “Day of Thirst,’’? was practically the last aggressive expedi-
tion.of the Umayyads in Central Asia. This victory of the Chinese
allies meant a diplomatic success of China, as éxpressed in a letter
sent three years later (727) by the king of Tukharistan to Emperor -

Hsiian-tsung.* o ) L
The favourable situation of China lasted only eleven years until

22. Tseng Wen-wu, op. cit., 141-2. N _ |
23. C. B:Jckclfuann. History of Isiamic Peoples (New York : Putnam, 1947), 83. Gibb,

‘op. cit., 51-4. Tseng Wen-wu, Op. cit., 142. Sir William Muir, The Caliphate : Its Rise, Decline

and Fall (Beirut : Khayats, 1963), 365-6.
24. Chang Hung-ying, op. cit., 71.
25. Gibb, op. cit., 65-7. =
26. Tseng Wen-wu, op. cit., 143.



=249~ 1SiM/1-84/D . 6A

modern Tokmak ; it was a battle which déstroyed the last Turkish
Kl}anate, and finally brought China face to face with the Arabs
~ thirteen years later, It happened that, in 750, the Chinese com-
m?,nder of the base at K’ u-ch’eh, Kao Hsien-chih, a Korean soldier, =
- raided on Shash, captured its king by deceit, looted i‘t'sq_‘wealth',.ané oy
executed the prisoner in Ch’ang-an, for obviously no sound reasons. : .

.....

Consequently, the prince of Shash fled to Sogdiana, and there, -
- with the assistance of his tribal kingdoms, the nine Chao-wu tribes,
he persuaded Abd Muslim, the then Abbasid governor of Khura.
. 8an, to despatch his lieutenant Ziyad b. Salih to lead & "strong-.idrc'e -
and a joint force of the nine tribes, marching towards Chinese "
border.. The Chinese, who numbered 30,000 including some Fergha- -
- nians and Karluks (Turks); met Ziyad’s troops at Taraz, and after

five days”fighting, Kao Hsien-chih’s army was completely defeated,
which was partly due to the desertion of the Karluks! Only. a few
thousand returned.? Since this war, the organisation of the T amghaj
Khan collapsed in ‘fact, if not in name, and the Abbasid colours
flew everywhere in Central Asia. : Al D et

The loss of Central Asia to China was entirely the fault of Kao

Hsien-chih, -an. able but covetous general, who afterwards was
- executed. Had he not invaded Shash and killed its king, the rela-
tions between China and the nine Chao-wu tribes would have been
maintained at-least for some time, and the political. sitnation in
* Central ‘Asia would have been quite different. . ey

It is interesting to note here that the Abbasid Arabs had learn-"
ed some of the Chinese sciences, particularly that of paper-making,
which made Samarkand ‘a.flourishing city, ,ur_ltil"‘the_.ﬂ Europeans

learned it in the twelfth cen'tgry from the Arabs.

27. Ibid., 13t. - . L
28. Gibb, op. cit., 95-7. Barthold, op. cit., 195-6. Wang P u,-0p. cit,, 1771-2.
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| Another important episede isl-tha,t the secretary of Kao. Hsien-
ch{h, name'd Tu Huan, who was a Chinese scholar; was one of the
Chinese prisoners in the hands of the Arabs, He lived in Iraq

and. Syria for twelve years. When he returned to China in 763-4,

he wrote his diary, Ching Hsing Chs (Records of Experience and
Travels in the West), which 1s the firsthand Chinese report on

the political, social and religious institutions and lives of the .

Islamic Middle East and Central Asia of the eighth century. From

his report, the Chinese began to call Islam “‘the Laws of Ta-shih'’

(Ta-shih means Arabs), or the Laws of the Arabs. His original

work was lost, but important quotations can be found in the T'ung

T'1en, written by Tu Yu, who was the uncle of Tu Tuan. The writer

hasetranslated a part of Tu Huan's r‘ecords,.quoted- by Tu Yu, as
- follows : . | S BT
The title of the king of Ta-shih is Mu-men-tu (Ameer al-Momenin). In this
country, both men and women are tall and handsome. Their dress is pretty and
clean ; their manner is quiet and ‘beautiful. Their women always go out under
veil. ‘Disregarding rich or ‘poor, they Sa,y five prayers a day. They eat meat, keep
fast, and kill animals. duri_ngf_r_eligious‘_cpremc;niés.,.. ....Forbid _d’r-inking wirie and

playing music. There a.requarrels, but no . fighting. There is a large hell, being

lavge enough for several tens of thousand men to assemble t_ogethcyi_" On every
seventh day, ‘the king attends the ‘prayer, sitting on a high seat and delivering
sermon : “While it is. very difficult to accomplish the worldly life, it is also not

easy to accomplish the hereafter. There is nothing more sinful than committing -

adultery, slander,. plunder, steal, selfishness, cheating the poor and maltreating
- the low. Those who lose ‘their lives in fighting against the enemies will be

blessed. . . ."" (It seems that Tu Huan wrote this sermon in his book simply as a_

sample only.) Their laws are lenient. Their burial ceremony is simple. . . . There
are all kinds of produce. . . . Brocades, silk, pearls, and other valuables are plenti-
ful in the markets. Many domestic animals are seen in the street. . .. Glasswares
and articles made of precious stones are numerous. Their rice and flour are not
any different than the Chinese. . . ; Chinese pairiters,_ such as Fan Shu, and Liu
- Tz'q, and Chinese silk artists, Lo, Huan and Lt Li, are still serving there. .. ; :

As to the laws of Ta-shih . , . they do not eat the meat of pig, dog, donkey
and horse; they do not worship the king of their own parents; they do not
believe in ghosts or gods, but worship the Heaven (here Tu Huan means Allah)

onl_y. . v
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- This report on the Arabs and Islam in Baghdad, and on the
~ introduction of Chinese arts into the Arab world by .the Chinese
prisoners of war, is the earliest and most accurate document that
is found in Chinese history.» '
IV. Conclusion |
To conclude "this short paper, the writer wishes to point out

the important factors which caused the Arab conquests of and the
- Chinese withdrawal from Central Asia, and wishes to discuss
simultaneously the significance of the influence-of these Arab con- ot
quests in relation to the spread of Islam in China. These'important
successes have-been unnoticed by many historians, particularly the
Chinese. e o e AR Mg T L TS P
* . (1) Factors Contributing to the Arab Viclories in Central Asiz,

First, the Arabs, both the Umayyads and the Abbasids, had very
capable military leaders as exemplified by Qutaybah and Zlyﬁ.d
The former was supported by al-Walid and Hayjjaj, the latter by
Abd Muslim. Looking at the other side, neither the Transoxan-ians;_.
principally the nine Ch_a"o__-wt_J tribes (the bphthalites) and the
- T'urks, nor the Chinese,'had_cqmpeti,tive leaderscapable of handling
the critical situation with courage and wisdom, This was evidenced
by the wrong appointment of the Korean general, Kao Hsien-chih,

who destroyed the friendship bétween China and the nine Chao-wu
tribes, thus culminating in the fatal defeat of the Chinese.:

Second, the communication line between Khurasan and the.
Oxus basin was short and convenient, with Merv as the main Arab
base ; whereas the Chinese. headquarters in K'u-ch’eh, which__ had
been frequently threatened by the Tibetans from the tegr,*;w‘a,g too .
far from the variQus battlefields. e Al R . wo

Third, while the Arabs had a united military comrmand, the:
Chinese and their allies were not only loosely organised under the

nominal system of the Tamghaj Khan,‘ but also diquf?d ofﬁep

R .. N _ S Ty : - -
29. Tu Yu, T'yng Tiem ‘‘Encyclopadia Dealing with Manoers.and Customs (Shanghai ;
Commercial Press, 1935), Chitan, 193-4. . .

f!“:?.'
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among themselves. .

The fourth factor, whlch may be the most lmportant one, is
that, due to the dlﬁerent religious beliefs and cultural backgrounds,
the morale of the Chinese and their allies was surpassed by the
morale of the Muslim Arabs. The Muslim Arabs fought not only for
territorial etpansmn but also, even more important to them, for
the Spread of Islam. Both the Confucian Han and T'ang Empires
did not despatch Confuman teachers together with their military
forces to.the West lThey 1ost the chance to have the Central Asia

P RH

tribes Confucramsed Now that the Mushm Arabs ihvaded this
P°1yth°13tlc terrrtory Wlth {r combmed m111tary and religious .
might, the ' atheistic Chmese and the pagan Turks and Trans-
| oxamans could meet thg mvaders only with their undrsc1p11ned
troops, ﬁghtmg for the suzeramty of the Tamghaj Khan, but not
for God. The result of the struggles was very obvious, -
. -+ Ssgmﬁcanca of Bhe I nﬂumca of the Arab Conquests in Rclatzon |
o the Spread of Islam in Chma The quick Islarmsatmn of Trans-: . -
oxania that followed Qutaybah's final conquest in 712,30 and the
- same process admrmstered in the north of the Jaxartes after Ziyad's -
" conquest in ’Zai ‘were the main sources from- which emerged the
first 1mm1gratron of the Mushrns Arabs ‘and converts, into Chlna |
in 757. In this year, the second year of. Chlh-teh T'ang. Su—tsung,

Prince Kwang- pmg—-chhn who later became, T'ang Tai-tsung, com- " .; .

manded a united force of 200,000 forelgn troops, including.the 4000
Muslim Arabs de5patched by Cahph Ja far e1-MansGr (754-75),

and several thousand Ulghurs, in the war agamst the Turkish re-
bellion led by An Lushan, After the war was over, these Arabs and

' the converted Uighurs were permitted to live in Ching ; they married .
Chinese women and became the earhest ancestors of the Chinese

Mushms 1n northwestern Chma » |
It is a doubtful questron whether the Arabs numbered only

4000 In view of the statement — When Tar-tsung was-the com-

-30. Brockolmann op: cit.,'83./Gibb; 0p. cit., 39. - S e i
31, Broombhall, op. cit., 26. Ou Yang- -hsig, op. cit., Vol. 6 p.-7a.

25
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-ifﬁ_ﬁﬁd@?;iﬁ'chie‘f‘, the Arabs fecovered the two capitals,..” con-
ta_»lne_d__ _in tl_:'le T"ang Hui-yao, under Ta-shih K10, which irdicates
the important role the -Arab troops played in the anti-rébellion
cxpeditions, it is unreasonable that the victorious Muslims were
only 4000 at the beginning_of*-the‘ war. Lt must be several times as
~ much, otherwise they would be much less than 4090 after the war
was over. . "SRR R RTU G LR e oM,
Without this Muslim immigration, the spread of Islant in China
would have been postponed until the Mongol conquest of Central
Asia in the thirteenth century, and then Islam in Chipa would
have had a diffetent history. “up i i “§ apy
As limited by both time and reference materials, this short
paper can only serve for the readers as a stimulant to a deeper
study of the early Sino-Arab relations and the spread of Istam in

€China.
' Bibliography Il

Western Sources -

Barthold, W. Turkestan Down to the Mongol Invasion. London, 1958. 2nd ed.}513 pp.
Brockelman, C., History of Islamic Peoples. New York, G.P. Putnam, 1947. 582 pp.
Broomhalil, M., Islam in China. London, Morgan & Scott, 1910. 332 pp. Illus., map.
Gibb, H. A. R., The Arab Conguest in Central Asia. London, The Royal Asiatic .
Society, 1923. 102 pp. L
~Huzayyin, S. A., Arabs and the Far East. Cairo, f:‘ouad [ University, .1942.‘ 31? pp
Langer, W. L. (ed.), Encyclepacdia of World Hisjory. Boston, Houghton -Mifflin,

1943. 1270 pp. |
Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphale.

Mason, 1., ¢« The Mohammedans of China,

JNCBRAS, LX, 1929, pp- 42-78. :
Skrine, C. P., Chinese Central Asia. London, Methuen, 1926. 320 pp.

Vule. H., Cathay and. the Way Thither. London, Hakluyt Society, .1915. Ser. No.
38. Vol. 1. - |

When and Ho;v. They First Came*,”

Chinese Sources | -
Chang Hung-ying, Chung-yang Ya-hsi-ya Ti Wen hua (Culture of Cenlral Asia by T.
Hanada). Shanghal, Commercial Press, 1941,
32. Wang P‘'u, op, cit., 1790.

2
:Ih-’



o gl . TP vy

-254- ISMM/1~84/D . ¢

[slamic Litevature -September 1970 |

Fayg Hao, Chueg-ksy Chiao-t'ung Shih (Hislory of the Communication
China and the West), Taipei, 1955. 2nd ¢d., 5 vols.

Feng.Ch’eng-chitn, Hst T u-ch'seh Shik-liao (Documents sur les Tou-kiue Occiden-
lanx by E. Chavannps), Taipei, Commercial Press, 1962. | '

Lo Hsiang-Yin, T ang-tas Wen'hua Shik (History of the Culture of T ang Dynasty).
Taipei, Commercial Press, 1955. 255 pp: | T

Ou Yang-hsiu, Hsin T ang Shu (New T'ang Book). Shanghai, Commercial Press,
1936. 225 vols. ' | |

belween

- Par Skou-i, Chung-kuo I-ssu-lan Kang-yao (An Epilome of the .H'isto.ry of Chinese

- Islam). Shanghai, 1947, 72 pp.

- Tseng Wen-wu, Chung-kuo.Ching-ying Hsi-yi Shih (Hsstory of Chinese Exﬂoiﬁéti’on'

of Hss-yi). Shanghai, Commercial Press, 1936. 713 PP-

. Tu Yu, T’ung Tien (.Encyclopqadia of Historical Records), Shanghai, Commercial

 Press, 1935.°200 vols,

'Wahg Mo, “Chuug-yang . Ya-hsi-y.af Kai-kuan..'.f' Chung-yang Ya-Hsi-ya. Peking,
Central Asiatic Association, 1942 July. Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 1-11. - =

Wang P'u, T’ang Hui-yao (A Compilation of Records and 'Regulations_. ‘of T ang).

- "Shanghai, Commercial Press, 1936. 100 vols. 1799 pp.’



-255a ISMM/1-84/D.6A




Selected Scholars on Sino-Arab Relations between
T ang-Sung China and Abbasid Caliphate

HAJJl YUSUF CHANG
Former Lecturer in Chinese
University of Chicago

I. INTRODUCTION

In the eyes of the ancient Chinese expansionists, Central Asia
has been the extension of Hsi-yu, the Western Territory, since the
Han Dynasty (306 B.C. to 219 A.D.). In a broader sense, Hsi-yu
covers the -Chinesd’'Turkestan, modern Sinkiang, and the vast land
stretching from its western border, Ili and the Onion Range, to the
eastqoﬁiﬁhe Ca?pian Sea, and from the northern end of the Iranian
plttbaﬁﬁ;o the qqnthérnﬁtip of the Kirghiz{ﬁtoppoli_h

~_Th6,firnt time that:the Chinese extended their suzerainty to
Sinkiihé..Fa;gh;nh.gnd Badakshan, was 60 B,C;,:when the Western
Hsiung-nu (the Huns:). empirs was completely destroyed by China under
Emperor Han Wu-ti ‘(r. 140~88 B.C.). Hence there came into existence
the so-called.Silk Road, via which Buddhism,'‘Zoroastrianiam,
Manichaeism, Nestorianismn nﬁd_Islam firstﬁbéﬁﬂtrtted'into Chinese
Turkestan and then China Proper, during the?first seven centuries.?
~ From 60 B.C. on until 750 A.D.;.Central Asia was under Chinese
domination, sometimes tightly and sometimes loosely. But in 751,
T*ang China lost this vast territory, to the new Arab power, the
Abbasid C&l;pq;tarﬂas“; result of the Sino-Arab war at Taraz, in
whit:b the Chinese army under the command of Gen. Kao Hsien-chih (E_E,
{4a <_ "), the military governor of Hslpyﬁ. was defeated by the ‘
Abbasid army led by Ziyad b. Salih, the lieutenant governor of
Khurasan, | ‘ - +

Consequently, Central Asia was soon Islamized, and the Religion
of Prophet Muhammad (570-632) began to be firmly established in
China. Interestinglywdhoqgh.~in the six centuries to come, the
Taraz war did not deepen the hostility between the Chinese and the
Arabs, but instead produced peace, diplomatic intercourse, military
alllance, and cultural and-commercial exchanges, ' -

The relations between China and Arabia, “to be surveyed in this
short article, will briefly cover certain important writings on the
geographical, religious, political, military, and commercial aspects
of these two great nations; by a select number of famous Sino-Arab
historians, officials, and travellers, who lived in the first century
B.C., and 7-13th centuries A.D. A ‘.

During the period of the Abbasid Caliphate, which:was the
central power in Arabla from 750 to 1258, known to the T'ahg Chinese
&s "Hei-i1 Ta-shih," the Black-Robe Arabs, there were three Chinese
dynasties: the T'ang (618-906), the Liao or Kitan (916-1125), and
the Sung (960-1179). et REN



It was in the 13th century that both Sung China and the
Abbassid Caliphate were conquered by the Shamanist Mongols under the
leadership of Jenghis Khan (1162-1227), Kublal Khan (1214-129%) and
Hulagu Khan (121?—1265), Although Baghdad was completely destroyed
by the Mongols, most of the descendants of Mongolian Khan, the rulers
in Arabia, Persia and Central Asia, soon embraced Islam and fanati-
cally devoted themselves to spread Islam even further into Russia.

IX. ANCIENT SINO-ARAB SCHOLARS' KNOWLEDGE OF GEOGRAPHY

1. How Did the Anclient Chinese Name Arabia?

The pre—~Islamic Arabian Peninsula was called T'iao—chih (/\‘.i;\_ ﬁﬁ)
by Chinese historians. This name first appeared in the Shih Chi
( i-ﬁ{,). the "Historical Records'’ written by the first Chinese
historian, Ssu-ma Ch'ien (3§ '} -_LE_). in the first century B.C.
Later it appeared in T'ung-Tien ( ;i $ ) by Tu Yu (d. 812) as an
independent article dealing with the 97 A.D. arrival of a Han general
Kan Ying (8§ -'."5‘{5 )s in T*4iao~chih, on his way to Ta-ts'in ( ﬁ ) s
Roman Ewmpire of the Orient. To the Chinese-understarding, T'aio-chih
actually meant Mesopotamia, with its capital in Baghdad since the
T'ang dynasty. There were no historical records about Arabia until
the year 651 A.D., when an Arab ambassador sent by Caliph Uthman
(r. 644—-656) arrived at the court of Emperor T'ang Kao-tsung (r. 650-
683), marking the first official diplomatic and religious contact
between the two powers. From that time on, the T'ang Chinese called
the Arab Caliphate "Ta-shih" (K <§:) instead of "T'i1a0-chih.”

2 Sino-Arab.Scholafs' Knowledge on Communication between China and

Arablas

The earliest Chinese authority on the Sino-Arab geographical

relations was Chia Tan ("% %QS)' (?30-805). He.wrote the book, Huang

Hua Ssu Ta Chi (& :%mg& <2t )» "Records of the Routes from China
to Foreign Countries,” le he served as the prime minister under

Emperor T'ang Teh-tsung (r. 780-805)., In his book, he says that a
sea traveller of his day would cover more than 20 important states,
from Canton westward to Baghdad, in about 100 days. Both Ubulleh, a
sea port at the .mouth of Euphrates in the Persian Gulf, and Basra
were noted as. two.important commercial cities often visited by
Chinese travellers whose destination was Baghdnd.9

An Aradb topographer by the name of Ibn Khuradadhbah (d. 912),
who lived between the 9th and 10th century, authored a famous book,
On the Book of Routes and Provinces, when he was the director of the
post and intelligence service under the 13th Abbassid Caliph Mutamid
(r. 878-892). This book has special value for its historical topo-
graphy, and has been widely used by later Arab geographers. Four of
its pages deal with Chinese sea traffic to the West. Names of Chinese
cities, such as Sanfu (Champa), Khanfu (Canton), Janfu (Ch'uanchow),
Kantu (Kiangtu), and countries such as Sila (Sinlo), Tibet and
Turkestan are recorded along with descriptions. Distances are given
in terms of time. For example, he writes: “From Sanfu to Al-Wakin,
which is the first port of China, is one hundred Farsangs either by
sea or by land...You can go from Al-Wakin...to Khanfu in four days

by sea, or in twenty days by land...” 10
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At the end of the 12th century, another Chinese scholar named
Chao Ju-kua (3@ 7 1% ), did a similar but more comprehensive work,
entitled Chu Fan Chih ( % %. :E, )» "Description of Foreign Peoples,"”
which has been translated by F. Hirth and W. W. Rockhill into English
in 1911. The author, a descendant of Emperor Sung T'ai-tsung (r.960-
976) in the 8th generation, wrote this book while he was the Inspector-
General of Foreign Trads, "Shih-po Shih" ( %13 {§ ), in Fu-kien
province. His work not .only tells us the distances and dates of the
sea-routes between China and Arabia, but also gives valuable notes on
~the political, military, eocial, religious and commercial lives, as
- well as the important amimals, minerals and plants of the entire Ta-
shih Empire. In addition, it contains individual reports on Mecca,
Oman, Baghdad and Baara.ll Obviously, it served as a guide to the in-
ternational trade between China and the Near East via the South Seas,
not, only for the peoples of the 12th century, but for centuries to
come, ' - .
A contemporary of Chao Ju~kua, but of Persian origin, was Sharaf
al-Zaman Tahir al-Marwazi (d. about 1120), a physician at the court
of Sultan Malik Shah (r. 1073-1093) and.the author of the book,
The Natural Properties of Animals. In Chapter VIII of this bookiz, he
tells something about the capital city of the Sung Empire, Kufwa
(K'ai-feng fﬂﬁﬁ}j)lrabout.the land-routes from Kashgar, via Yarkand,
Khotan, Keriya and Sha-chou, to the capitals of Sung, Kitan and
Ulighur; and about the city of Canton and the Persians and Arabs who
lived there at his time.  Most of the information contained in his
book are accurate. Both of his book and Chao’s are useful to the
study of the comnunications betwaen China and Arabla, ‘either by land
or by sea, during the Middle Ages.l3 :

. III. SINO-ARAB MILITARY AND POLITICAL RELATIONS

1. AbBisid-Cali-htto's Conquest of and T° g China's Withdrawal from
Contral Asia: .

| ' In 716, there came into existence a Turk staté, by the name of
Turgesh“Khanate, with the approval and support of Emperor T'ang

~ Hsuar“tsung (r. 713-755), who was the T'ien-k'e~khan ( R | T ),
or‘ﬁhszaaghaJ-Khnn in Arabic, the Khan of all the ‘Khans in Central
Asiait™" 'In"724; the Arab.general, Muslim b, Sald al=Kilabi, led an
expedition into Ferghana, where the army was defeated by a joint
force of Fer hana and the Turgesh. This disaster, known as the “"Day
of Th;rap.“l was practically the last aggressive expedition by the
Unayyad Caliphwte; (661-750) in Central Asia. This victory of the
Chinese’ allies-Amproved the political prestige of Emperor T®ang
Hsﬁan-tsung'imﬁngfthawvtrioua Turkish tribes in Central Asia.

The peaceful situation of Central Asia lastqd'bnly'rourtggn-yg.r,‘
or until 738, when China eliminated the Turgesh Khanate at the battle
of Ts'ual-yeh-ch'eng (% % uy, )16. modern Tokmak. . As a conssquence,
thirteen years later,-the military victory brought China face to face
with the Arabs. In 750, the Chinese commander of the base at K'u-
ch'sh ( /.:? i’_ ), .Kao Hsilen-chih, raided Shash, captured its king,
looted :its weslth, and executed *he prisoner in Ch' \ng-an. The
prince of Shash fled to Sogdians, and there, with the assistance of
his tribal kingdoms, the nine Chao-wu tribes ( BR &\ /U 't ), he
persuaded Abu Muslim, the Abbassid governor of Khorasan, to dispatcn

his lieutenant Ziyad B, Salih to lead a strong joint force that
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included the nine tribes, to march towards the Chinese bordor;t.,f£1; 

The Chinese, numbered 30,000, including some Forghanians and: :jirﬁf*;
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Karluks (Turks), met Ziyad's troops at Taraz, and after: five duygf-ﬂf 5
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war, the organization of T'ien-k'e-khan collapaod I.hd the Abhn;zg
coloura flew ovarywharo in Cemtral Aaia. oty S G T = |
: . y § f"'ﬂ:-,"'":i“.r ‘ af.,'_i:,‘j‘: 'f"'*"h%::*rﬂ*f'rrJ

t e
’ = J" ‘ '||r
'.-. J" h Jj{_1

.
"-_-

2,

nRa

JJ‘

Abbasqid Troo's Reucued T'ane Empire

bellionzal

from An Lu—sha

ﬂ :lr ’ ' “d F_"_‘_.‘;"-,‘ ety J
2 5% = g
r f f '-I" .. 1_ ’

Since Ctitna 16st Contral Asta, the political ralttidm betwan: -

-----

the Chinesé and theé Abbassids, which had formerly been: hostilg,,__f,,,,a_h.-::,_;-;:- | ;"

turned unexpsctedly friendly. One yoar after the Taraz War, -in: ?}25,
the first Abbasid ambassador appeared at the T'gng court. ‘ .The i lmz .

o -ﬂ*'_ ‘,'.n..-. .n-rT‘"

fifteen arrivals of the Black-Robe Arabs (in the years 753, ?5!; Lipyeis

| N ot S v S PR
756, 758760, 763, 769, 772, 774, 791, and 798) are rocoréea i;;?5~ﬁte
history. : B e ;3 -~;‘z*’r

Of these fift.oen Black-Robe Arab delegations, tha*om thﬂt:- —7

"|-l

arrived in 756 was the largest. It was composed of t.went,y'-fivp

bers. They came just at the time when An Lu-shan (& % Ef('}] ),__;;Tnm

- f . ]

kish leader, rebelled. Emperor T'ang Hsuan—tsung abdicated. and fl@d
to Ssu-chuan. China was in great turmoil. It seems to'be the frasulf
of this Abbassid mission that Caliph Jafar al-Mansur (r. 7 H=275)
dispatched the well-trained Arab contingent of about 10,000 soldin

from Central Asia in 757. They helped the New Emperor -T'ang B Hx:,-i--&ﬁ;:-};::n:-;-f-:-_,;g?if."i:"
Su-tsung (r. 756-762) to have Ch'ang~an and Lo-yang, the West and i’&’;h
East ca itala. recovered from the rebels. Peace was finally rest.ond h

Aftor the war, several thousand remnants of the Arab contingan‘bqﬁ sy

were allowed to live in China, where they were married to Chinese.:: ,w‘”"
women, with the Emperor®s approval. They then preached Islam: anﬁﬁ?ﬁ
became the early ancestors of the Chinese muslims in the Northaest,,ii“""
It is also remarkable to note that the last group of Abbassi& ..... "ﬁi*”
envoys, composed of three Arabs named Han-ch'a Cﬂinb~ Y, WW"..M;gf’ﬁ R

( E? JU ) and {Hacpl (¥V t&), were all conferred the title Chun ,__,,‘-“-.;-'-:i.;_.-;rg:-:;-:-.

{\s LY vina LY
S

lang-chiang (‘? L\P ), a military rank equivalent to liouteﬁ'ant-*,,f :
general, by Emperor T'ang Teh-tsung (r. ?780-804). These envoysnuermj{-‘ 2
the military representatives of Caliph Harun Ar-Rashidi: (?86—-809'?1‘. PO
In view of the fact that there had been desires on both’ Chinesevind\

Arab sides to remove the Tibetan influence from :Chinese: Turkest.ai"i;.,., £ 5‘.;
which interrupted the eastern and western comuunications for: almoatf*

t.l'r““

100 'years from the-8th century, thess three Arab generals mi ht. hava
boon sent to Chim for arranging further military agraement ”*~ *5*"“ f;_'jfj_

fj'" "‘f"
A> $

3. Ro al Harria - Betwoen liao Princess and Abassad Princm i {‘
The Liso (s Mongolian race) Dynasty (907-1119) came intd' "‘

existence soon after the downfall of the T'ang Empire in 906.°" ItE e
territory covered practically all of Manchuria, Mongolia and. theg“tf
Northern part of China proper. At its west territory,-the Ui*gh___ 8
ruled Chinese Turkestan. Under these situations, thse land commini "=

cations between China and the Abbassid Caliphate was cut off, arﬁ thél}.’iﬁ_

1 L

Silk Road became the main traffic used by the liaos, tha Uighurs. & df?“
the Arabs only, not the Chinese. :':--'r:::-a:;::!’g;:iajf"fj'
. There were many contacts betwsen these powers, none of which we:
will be concerned with here, except for one episode: a marriage benwz
tween the two royal houses. ‘ According to Liao History, a Ta-shish}::

ambassador arrived at the court of Emperor Liao T'ai-tsu (r. 916—9?6);‘:'

} oy
x (| Fl,l_
o ‘__lr"'l.'- ;
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in 92u.21  After this, there was a long silence. Then, in 1020,
there came the second Abbassid mission, sent by Caliph al-Qadir
(r. 991-1031), bearing gifts of elephants and Arabian products, to
the Emperor Llao Sheng-tsung (r. 982-1031). And a requesty that a
Llao princess be given in marrisge to a son of the Caliph, named
Ts'e-ke fﬂﬁ'}ﬂ ) The -following year another Abbassid envoy vislted
the Liao Emperor again, with the same matrimonial request. In reply,
Sheng-tsung granted one of his grand-daughters, Princess K'e-lao
(31 & 'R £), to be married to the Arab prince. Despite their
religious differences, < -this royal marriage had an unusual political
significance, as it took place at the time when the Liaos; after
serlously defeating the Sung Chinese in 979 and 986, were at their
peak in ruling over North China. Naturally, the Abbassids wished to
have a friendly neighbor in the Far East., .. .. _ |

' On her way to Baghdad, the Princess and her escorts had to pass
through Ghaznavid Xhurasan. For this reason thg Liao Emperor wrote a
letter to Sultan Mahmud (r. 998—1030),.saying:2 "eesAnd as there

happened to be alliance with Qadir Khan (Caliph al-Qadir) through a
noble lady from the bosom of my house who became married to his son
Chaghri~tegin, and (thus) both houses became united through her, we
have asked Qadir Xhan to open the road to our envoy. . The object in
dispatching this envoy...is to open the road of union and to fasten
the ties of lmity..." | o g e | ; @ ow e, 3 .

The political intention of this marriage, to tell the world that
Liaos and Arabs were united, was evident not only to Sultan Mahmud but
to all other countries, including China and Central Asia. -

4. Sung China and the Abbassid Caliphate: 960-1279;

According to Sung History, twenty-six Ta-shih missions visited
China during 968-1131.25 Most of these delegations were concerned
with commercial interest. Since land icommunications were interrupted
1n”th0'Tagim'Basin. which was under the control of. the Tibetans during
758-860,2° China and the Abbassid Caliphate were linked by sea trade

rather than military or political contacts during those years. Many

of those -Ardb -envoys were probably merchants picked up by the Caliphs
as their ambassadors.

For instance, an Arab ship-captain named P'u-hsi-mi (Abu Hamid?)
asked tha-Abbtssidfénvoy Li-ya-wu (Ali Ahmed?), who came to China in
793, to present to the Bpsror Sung T'ai-tsung (r. 976~997)..50 elephant
tusks, 1800 catties of frankincense, 700 catties of. fine steel, 100
Jars of. rose-water, and some western brocade. In return, he received
from the Emperor some embroidered robes, silver utensils and silk,

Iwo years later, his son, Pu-ya~t'o-11 (Abu Abdullah?), had an inter-
View with the Emperor, to whom he presented some . tributes. -He was
allowed to stay in the capital for several months and flnally wgs
given certain amounts of gold to cover the value of his gifts.2

The so~called Arab diplomats were so business-minded that whenever
there was an opportunity for them to make profits they would make the
most of it. For example, when Emperor Sung Chen-tsung (r. 997-1022)
held a state sacrificial ceremony at T'ai-shan, (the East Sacred
Mountain in Shantung province in 1008), an Arab captain named T'o-
p‘o~11 (al-Tabari?) was permitted, contrary to custom, to bring cer-
tain quantity of Arabian merchandise to sell at tho-fastivnl.zE

It is trus that Sung China's military claws we e ratracted from
the great North, but .her commerc. al horns were extended overseas, At




the beginming of this dynasty, an international trade policy was laid
down by Emperor T'ai-tsung. He sent out eight of his chamberlains to
the South Seas with the aim of developing trade relations with all the
countries in this area and the West. This movement ushered Asia,
particularly China herself and the Abbassids, into what might be

called the first period of the great Oceanic Conmerce in the history
of the world.2Y

IV. SINO-ARAB RELIGIOUS RELATIONS

l. Islam in Baghdad Reported by Tu Huan, A T'ang Chinese Scholar:

The Sino-Arab war at Tarat in 751 was a great military disaster
to the T'ang Pmpire. There is an 1'nt,or'ost.1n§' episode concerning a
Chinese scholar by the name of Tu Huan (Ri'f.‘z,\). secretary of the
Chinese commander Kao Hsien-chih. He was captured by the Abbassids
as a prisonsr of war. living in Iraq and Syria for twelve years, he
saw Islam in Baghdad and was well versed in the customs and life pat-
terns of the Arabs. When he returned to China in 763-4, he wrote 2
book, Ching Hsing Chi (&‘?.?’5& )s "Records of Experience and Travels
in the West.” His original work was lost, but some important quota-
tions are contained in the T°® Tien (| "= ), edited by his famous
uncle, Tu Yu (#*—‘(EJ_. who was the prime minister under Emperor T'ang
Teh-tsung (r. 780-805). His scholarly and truthful report on the
religious, social, political and economic lives of Muslims in the
Near East and Central Asia of the eighth century is considered unsur-
passed among any other ancient Chinese writings.

Hare below is part of Tu Huan's report quoted in T'ung Tien,

translated into Englisht3°

“Ta-shih is also named Ya-chu-lo (&iﬁ‘} )e The title of the
king of Ta-shih is Mu-men-tu ( v L8 Ameer al-Momenin).  In this
country, both men and women are tall and handsome. Thelr dress is
pretty and clean; their manner is quiet and beautiful. Their women
always go out under veil. Whether rich or poor, they say five prayers
a day. They eat meat, keep fast, and kill animals during religlous
ceremonies...Forbid drinking wine and playing music. There are
quarrles, but no fighting. There is a large hall, being largs enough
for several tens of thousand men to assemble together. On every
seventh day, the king attends the prayer, sitting on a high seat and
delivering a sermon, such as: ‘"While it 1is very difficult to fulfill
one's worldly duties, it is also not easy to fulfill that of the
hereafter. There is nothing more sinful than committing adultery,
slander, plunder, theft, selfishness, cheating the poor and maltreating
the lowly. Those who lose their lives in fighting against the enemies
will be elesvated to hsaven. Those who kill enemies will be blessed...®
Their laws are lenient. Their burial ceremony is simple...There are
all kinds of produce.,.Brocades, silk, pearls, and other valuables
are plentiful in the markets. Many domestic animals are sesn in the
street...Glasswares and articles made of precious stones are numerous.
Their rice and flour is not any different than the Chiness...Chinese
painters, such as Fan Shu (Eﬁ_m) and Liu T'gu (9;%] Wi ), and
Chinese silk artists Lo Huan zg:‘f.%; }‘,%\ ) and Lu L1 ( 2 .‘gl‘-b ) are serving
there. Lo TR

"As to the laws of Ta-shlih...they do not eat the meat of pig, dog,




whipped with a rattan from head to foot...Offenses entailing banish-

ment or more severs punishments are carried out by the Department
Magistrate of Kuarg-chou." ‘

The second scholar, Yueh K'e (‘&Z 1“3 ), described briefly the
religion of the Arabs in Canton in his work, Iing Shih (*‘}_i ) o

written in the latter part of the 12th century. Part of his obser-
vation is quoted 'in the following: | |

"..+.These foreigners are religious and clean. Almost daily,
they worship together in a hall for blessings. The name of their
20d .1s similar to Buddha, but there is no idol. His title sounds
like ' Ao-vah' (close to Allah), which I do not understand...There
is a hich"stone tablet in the hall, on which some strange (Arabic)
writings ‘are:.engraved, in appearance like (Chinese) seal characters.
The worshipvers all stand facing the tablet...” | |

. Ahat these scholars reported is quite accurate; according to
Islamic laws, Muslims should say prayers five times a day, pre-
ferably in congregation at the mosque, ‘'with their faces towards
Mecca, the holy center of Islam. Before prayer, they must take ab-
lution. They worship Allah only, and no one else, not evgn their
Prophet Muhammed. The mosque houses: neither idols nor images, but
verses from the Holy Koran which are. either written on walls or en-
graved on tablets made of stone:or’ wood. o

About 25 years after Sulaimgn the Merchant, Ibn wahab of the
Koraish tribe, descended from Hebar, :the son of al-Asud, spent quite
A long time in China. He was reteived by the Emperor T'ang Hsi-
tsune (87u4-288) and they had a long and interesting conversation
about the life and custom of the Arabs, the conquest of Persia by
trhe Arabs, the rreat kingdoms of the world, the Prophet Muhammad
and other Prophets, the Caliph of Eaghdad, and so on. What Abu
~%Zald Hassan al-Siraf in The Travels of Two Muhammadens (in 915)
quotédj%atar proved true of the actual situations of China at that
time, ba wpr g d |

“here was one important incident, personally witnessed by Ibn
Wahab in 878, that shed 1icht on the lives of 'the .numerous Arabs in
-anton. It was the wholesale massacre of "one hundred and twenty
~ thousand Mahomedans, Jews, Christians, and Parsees, who were there
on account of traffic,” by the rebels led by Huang Ch'ao (

d. 884).3% This tragedy serves to show that the population of the
Arabs and others in Canton during the 9th century was larger than
the population of the foreign nationals who lived in Peking or
[ientsin, if not Shanghai, before the downfall ‘of Chinese mainland
ir 1948, It also may help historians to know'the propserous con-
ditions of the Muslims and Islam in China 1000 years ago.

Such was another episode in Ibn wahab's relations to Canton.
The famous Huai Sheng Mosque ('\'ﬁ'é & 3’: ), one of the oldest reli-
gious structures still in 'existence, was said to be built by aam in
about 900, uccordihg_to Dr. Kerr, the author of Canton Guide.

V. SINO-ARAB COMMERCIAL RELATIONS

7eing limited by space, in this paper we s“all restrict ourselves
to discus<ianeg of activities ih Canton and Ch'uan-chou, as represen-
tative of China as a whole: g o |



It s also said that an Arab merchant at Ch'uan-chou, Fu Lien
01%& al-Bahraint), a son-in-law of P'u Shou-keng, owned eighty
Ships™6f the oceanic typs. When he died in 1293, Jjust the pearls

that he left was 130 picplp in wﬁight (1 picul oequals 133 pounds).‘“7

~ VI. CONCLUSION

trom the foregoing historical records and the eye-witness
reports by a few selected Arab and Chinese scholars, “we. have .
learned that T'ang‘Chinn'and'tho early Abbassid Caliphate had main-
tained good political, mlitary, religious and commercial relations
without breakage for almost thres centuries. Each slde cooperated
beautifully in all these contacts, which, in turn helped Islam .to
become deeply rooted in Central Asia and China. The early descen-
dants of the Arab soldiers and merchants: became the ancestors of
the Chinese Muslims in the Northwast;5ﬁArpbﬂarts<lnd~customs were
integrated into Chinese culture. Thosbg}nggpliqhmants were the
pPermanent fruits of the early Sino-Arab‘relations. - T

After the downfall of the T'ang-Dynasty in 906, the Liso Zmpire
became the ruling power of the North. I Sino-Arab relations continued
Lo be maintained in peaceful manners. As a result of the royal
marriage ‘between the Liso Princess K'e-lac and the ‘Abbassid Prince
Chaghr-tegin in 1021, Islam penetrated into the liao royal -house,
whose traditional belief was Buddhism. Bgt oM ose

| As to the Sung Dynasty, it never had any pportunity to. unite

China, ‘Because the Liaos and the Nichens (T § ) were, one after
the other, the overlords of the Great North, the Sung government had
to shift its political and economic centers to the South, resorting
to sea-trade for survival. Consequently, those Arnbs.uho*usgd to
come to China by the Silk Road now had to taka Lthe sea traffic from
the Persin Gulf via the Indian Odoan& the South Seas, and finally
..gottled down in elther Canton or Ch'uan-chow. ‘wherever" they ‘settled
dowh, Islam travelled with them. ' Many influerntial wealthy Arabs
became citizens in these cities and quite a few of them Joined the
Sung and later the Yuan and"Ming governments as high officials.
They spent tremendous amounts of money in China for the soctil and
religious welfare of the Chinese people. This explains why the -
Chinese Muslims, who were mostly the descendants of the Arabs;, 1lived
& comfortable life for almost one thousand years before the Manchu
conquest of China in the 17th century. Foog 1y sy B

It was the Arabs who rescued the T'ang Empire from the rebsllion
led by Ann Lu-shang. It was they who helped the Sung Chinese to
create the first Oceanic Commerce of the world. It was they who
later assisted the Mongols to rule China. Finally, it was they who
offered their services to Chuy Yuan-chang (X X, %3 ) to build the
Ming Dynasty (1368016&14). Sut above all, it was ?ih
ly planted the religion of Muhammed in the Far East. Islam in Chinas
still exists, whereas the T'ang, the Sung, the Liao, the Yuvan, and
the Ching royal houses can only be traced in history,



1. In Canton

Commercial relations between China and Arabia were started not
lorng after 166 A.D., when the Poman Emperor Marcus Aurelius
Antonius (121-180) sent an envoy to the Han Emperor Huan-ti (147-
167 A.D.) with gifts of ivory, rhinoceros horn, ang chelonian shells,
thrdugh the channel of Annam (-'ig?- 1$4) governmant.33 In return,
“hinese silk was preasented via the Silk Road.’%

At about 300 A.D., the enterprising Arabs of the southern
Arabian coast, who had in very early days established stations at
all the principal vorts-of-call along the coast of the south Indus,
acpeared to also have had a settlement or colony in Canton,40
This was, in fact, the real beginning of the commercial relations

b

between the Chinese and the pre-Islamic Arabs. ‘onsequently,
Chinese foreign trade was greatly encouraged and Chinese ships sailed
even as far as the Persian Gulf in the T'ang (618-906) period.t1
It was in the 8th century that the Muslim Arab merchants had some
great factories operating in Canton.%2

As to the wealth and the influence of the Arab merchants in

Lanton, it has been vividly dﬁicribad by some Chinese scholars.
For instance, Yueh K'e wrote: %

~
“"Many hai-liaos (‘/@ }_’%) lived scattered about Canton. The
most prominent among them was a man surnamed P'u (Abu) who was by
tirth a noble of"Chan—chang (b 4% )...Later on he took up hils per-
manent residence in China, to attend to his import and export trade...
de lived inside the clty where his home was furnished in the most

luxurious fashion, for in wealth he was number one of his time...
scattering ¢old like dirt..."

Another Sung scholar, Chou Ch"\i—ﬂﬂi (‘ai J": ), the author of
Ling Wel Tai Ta (X% 9 ’3§ ), said: |

*0f all the

'ﬁqalthy foreign lands which have a great store of
preclous and vari

ed zoods, none surpasses the realm of the Arabs..."

Chou'Ch'ﬁ—foi._who was-not an overseas traveller, was probably

impressed by the riches ard influence of the Arabs whom he saw in
Southern China.

2. In Ch'van-chou
ety

Sometime during the 9th'century. & portion of the Southern sea-
trade of China was diverted to Ch'.

_ uan-chou ( ), probably as a
result of the Arab trade which .took this Sea-port as its new basis

in handling business with not only the Sung Chinese but also with
the Japanese and the Koreans. Two centuries later, Ch'uan~-chou,

4hich was knowr to the Arabs by the name of Zaytun, became of equal
lmportance with Canton. %5 Finally, it Surpassed the latter at the

end of the Sung Fmpire, during the time a S
F =1y nogized Arabh high
official, P'u Shou-keng ( )--possibly related to the most

inflUﬁntiall'Arﬂb Abu pointﬁd out by rﬁeh K'a.....
was the Ch'uan-chou SuPerintﬁndant of Merchant Shipping ( )

for 39 years (1235-1275). It was said that he owned a commercial
fleet himself: so wealthy

and powerful was he that his surrender to
Kublai Khan (1214-1294) ip 1279 w
the Sung Papsoe . bE S responsible for the collapse of
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