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WSHH MOBILITY IN SUNG-LIAO-CHIN PRRIOD
l. SU

(oe8-1276

0

6

eononle Background o Sunga L&

O

1. Po

Ancient China was a super land-power, an expansionist
state, which, from unknown times to the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.
to 219 A.D.) and through the T'ang, made it a national policy
to control her neighbors in the Northeast, North, West, and
South, in oxder to maintain enough buffer zones to protect
herself, a self-proclaimed Middle Kingdom. Based on the
teachings of Confucius, gentry, farmers and soldiers were
better respected and were nocﬁrded & higher status than mer-
chants and craftsmen. But after T'ang China conquered Korea,
Annam, and Centrel Asia, Chinese rulers began to realize the

importance of cémn;oroe and industry in her incernational

dﬁv.lopﬂﬂnfbt
quore discussing the nature of Hualim mobility in the

10-13th centuries, we should first briefly explain both the

. Poutlcal and economic background of Sung Chinm. Muslim mobi=-
lity during that perilod was quite different from that of the

T'ang, whether in terms of 1ts political, military, or

economic aspects. After the decline of the T'ang in the

9th century, thought to have Dbeen chiefly caused by nation-
destructions by An Lu-shan (d4.757)

wide rebellions and savage

and Huang Ch'aso (1.884), Chinesse warlords in China Proper and

the nomads in the north and west went on a rempagese.
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Between tho downfall ot the T'ang in 907 and the o

establishment of the Sung in 960, “here was a gap of 53
years. During this brier Parloecd, there were five short-
lived Chinesohdynastiea and ten petty kingdoms, and until
China was unifleﬁ by the. Sung, virtually «ll contact with

the Muslims were lost, partioularly with the Arabs in the i .
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" In the year 960, Cheo K'uang-yin, the Commander-in-

chief of the roysl army of the later Chou D#nasty (951-959), —«*

haed gathered his troops at the Ch'en Bridge in Honan province. ;

in preparation for the defensive advance northwards agalnst --
the Liso invaders. On the third day of the first lunar

month, while Chao was still asleep, he was suddenly awakened “‘
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by his generals and soldiers, forced to don the *Yellow
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Robe¥--a symbol of '1mperial authority--and was acclaimed the

mpéroz of Chinsa, . This was the creation of the sung Dynasty,:_;__f
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Immediately. diplomatic and trede relations wers re-es»ablished
with the Arabs, Persians, and the Central and South Aslans,
though this time by sea, not by land. '

The Sung’was divided into two distlnct‘dynasties. The Eﬁg
first was the Northern Sung (960-112?). with its capital in g
K"ai-féns 1n E'omnj province. It controlled China Proper, f
with the Great wall (40 degrees N. Latitude) as its northern
boundary, extending southwards to the border of the Kingdom |
of Annam (20 degrees N. Latitude); westwards to the Tibetan
Kingdom of Tufan (102 degrses E. Longtitude); then sliding
down about 20 degrses eastwards to the Chinese coasts in the

Ernstern and Southern Jeas. The latter dyrasty, the Southern
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Sung (1127-1276), was installed in south China, with its
capital in Hang-chou in the province of Che-kilang, after
north China--between the Great Wall and the Hui River (33
Degrees N. Latitude)--was annexed by the Chin Empire (1115-
1234) 1n 1127.%2 . | .-

The Chinece-were unable to recover Manchuria, Mongolia,
and Ea:lyﬁ- (ll'es'j: Territory or the eastern part of Central Asia)
during the Sung period. - ‘First, the Khitan Tartars from south
Manchuria occupied Manchuria and Mongolia, where they built
the Liao Dynasty (916-1125),
Tangut tribe (Tibetan) 1n' the west, which grabbed -a strategic

Then in 1038 there emerged a

territory bet ween Mongolia on the' north-and the Central Aslan
trade route to the west, and established the Kingdom of the
West Hsia. But after 189 years, it was destroyed by the
Genghis Khan hordes in 1227, The Liao regime lasted longer,
a total of 218 years. In 1125 it was replaced by the
Tungusic Nlchen tribe from northeastern Manchurla, founder of
the. Chin dynasty.. After 109 years, ‘it was*in turn eliminated
by the Mongols during the reign of the second Yuan Emperor
Tlai-tsung (Ogodel) in 1234.7-1

1.Tho;conﬁfnnous ;fgﬁééléu=botween‘the nonadic peoples

from the north of the Great Wall and the agrieultmi Chinese

in the south during those three centuries, had in fact dlvided
China into two uneven halves roughly along the 33 degrees
North Latitude. The northern half, ruled by the nomads,

L
comprising of Manchurilas, Mongolia, and the Hsl-yu, was about
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three times as Iarge as the Southern half controlled by the

Sung Chinese.u

Consequentlyg the Silk Road, whioch had been
Communication line

the main

between Asia and Europe since Han times,
now became completely dominated by

Political, military,

the Non-Chinese, The

national developments had of course atoppeﬁ Muslim migra-

“tions into China, they did not reduce their activities in

the Khitan and Nichen territories.

The national _policy of 3ung Dynasty was, from the
‘beginning of its formation, to shift its political,
militnry; economic, and cultural centers, as well as its
p‘opulation.. from the indefensible north to the wealthier,
better-developed and defensible south. Shifting to the
south surrounded by seas and abundant in rivers. Sung China
Soon became & naval:power strong enough to maintain her
independence and prosperity for more than three hundred

years. With sufficlent naval protection, the foreigners,

particularly the Arabs who left China after the destruction

of Kuang-chau in 878 by Hwang Ch':o.s now returned to China.
This time they felt at home.
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mperor's Call to

From the beginning, with the permanent loss of Manchuria,
Mongolia, and 331-57'3. Sung China had ceaged to be a super-
power. In the West, the Iater Abbassid Caliphate (945-1258)
had also become & royal puppet. fi:rst in tho handa of the
Persian Buyids (945-1055), - then the Seljuk Turks (1055-1118),
and then the Zangid Turks (1127-1258)5; and financially, was:
almost bled to death in wars with with the Crusaders (1095-1270).

These two empires, constantly subjected to homn.dic g~

'gmsaions from the same directions, were eager to reestablish
their triendshib a8 soon as possible, for their polltlcal and
ocdﬁomic survival, With this intentlion in miﬁd..the first
Sung Emperor, T'al-tsu (r. 960-976), dispatched s goodwill
mission in 966 to recontact countries in the South and West
Lsﬂi-l..s, whioh had had diplomatic relations with T'ang China.
'I!his mission, staffed with more than one hu.m:lrod ofﬁ.oials,

m ontmat:ed wlth numeroua imperial messages. 'Ihe most

important message was the one that was dallvered to the

Abbassid Caliph al-Muti' (r. 946-974), ’ concerning his request
to the Cnliph to reopen the Sino-Arab sea tra.de. In response,

an Abba.ssid tributary delegatipn, ~ baarigg valuasble gifts and
Arabian products. arrived in K'al-feng, the Sung caplital, in

968._ A.gain, 1n 971, o74, 975, and 976, four more Abbasaid

8 As =3 rosult

embaasies visited the Tigi-tsu court.
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the formerly disoontinued Sino-Arah politicas- .

economic relabtons wWere’'reitnstalled; and the once inter-

which dispntched & total of 213 tributary miaaions to China.

Sixty were from Chan-ch'ong (Annan), 35 from "Ta-shih™
(Arabia), 28 rrom San-Fo-ts'l (Palembang, B, Sumatra), and
80 from 29 small I';j_ngcb::ms;...9 Chan~-ch'eng a.nd San-ro-ts'i, as
well as two other countrles--Ceylon and Ku-lin (Malabar
Coast), which are not listed as .tributary statea--wera the
important transhipping canters, where there were large Arab
populations, with all kinds of buainess establishments main-
talned for handling meritime commercs betﬁeen- China and the
West as early as the T'ang d.nys.lo We presume that some of
these tributary missions sent by 32 countries to Sung Chi‘na
might have been private partieﬂ organlzed by 1nrluential
Arab merchants who took the oppportunity of representing the
petty kingdoms to the Chlnese court, with the aim of obtain-
ing favorable treétment from the Chinese 3ofernment.

The Jjolnt efforts by Sung China and Abbassid Caliphate

in reopening maritime trade, which brought to them economic

prosperity hsvé. in 'fact. as envisioned by Reschauer, ushered

them into "what might be called the first period of great

1
(Asian) oceanic commerce in the history of the world. "l
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J. Jolnt Chinese-Arab Effort in the Development of Suns

Maritime Commerce ' -

A, .!:.

onepoly on Interpational Trade

The Sung Government turned 1ntermt16nﬁl trade into a
monopoly.‘ But 1n fact the 1mport. e::port. and shipping
anterprises wero omnad lnd operatod by (Hzinusa and Muslim
memhnnts. A.ll transactlons betwesn soéemment: and merchant,
or boi:waon the mefchnnta themsolves;‘]wore c-arried out on a
ba.rter a:rat:em. 31mp:Lv becnuso 0.1: that timo thero waa no
bilntenlhr utilized currency. For export China. produced

silk, poroalain. lmc;uer. gold.. silver, teﬂ. and occasionally

Chinoae cash. In retum ahe bousht perfume IV » pearls, Preclous
stones, coral, 1vory. rhinocoroa homa. medicine. splces,

cloth, steel, birds. horsas, and animals from Euslim
14 -
countries. -

In order td cdntfol impé.:'t-;&:-!d uport. thé Su_ng govern-
ment installed at Kuang-ochou, Eans-chou. Ch't'fan-chou. and six
"-other seaports, the office of Superintendoncy of Herchant
. Shipping, a treasury nd.miniatration coped from the T'ang.
Their functions were to supervise incoming and outgoing ships,

to coliect cuatom dutlies on foreign and domestic goods, to

. ofrer uarehousas for storage, and to purchase profitable

rsreign goods for resala. The dutlies collected ranged from

10% to 60%., Officilal purchases might consist of 104 of the

13

cargo, or even the entlre shipnent.

For the purpose of storing and selling forelgn goods,

particularly perfume, 1VOIY, and medicine, the Sung roysal house






