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“HE’s SINGING ABOUT HOW happy he is to be home,” Teacher Ye explained as we
sidestepped together. She had given up her cymbals to one of the children, and
now was in the circle with the rest of us, leading the singing with her powerful
voice. “He’s a postman in the county seat. He and the others just came back from
there on the electric mule.” We swung our joined hands as we circled around
the postman. “They aren’t able to come home very often, so they’re always very
excited when they do get here. This song is very loose, so he can sing about any-
thing he wants, and then the rest of us respond to him. That way the song is always
from the heart.”

Finishing his song of joy, the postman invited us to join the music. He took a
drum from his friend and a pair of cymbals from one of the children, and gave
the instruments to us. Demonstrating on the gong, he encouraged us to imitate his
rhythm. We struggled to keep the beat, but the dancing circled around us anyway
The ch:ldren contmued their refram unaffected even when the percussmn pa
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