JIHAD

The Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia

AHMED RASHID

A WORLD POLICY INSTITUTE BOOK

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS NEW HAVEN & LONDON



Copyright © 2002 by Yale University.

All rights reserved.

This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, including illustrations,
in any form (beyond that copying permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S.

Copyright Law and except by reviewers for the public press), without written
permission from the publishers.

Designed by Rebecca Gibb and set in Electra and The Sans types.
Printed in the United States of America by R. R. Donnelley & Sons Co.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Rashid, Ahmed.

Jihad : the rise of militant Islam in Central Asia / Ahmed Rashid.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0-300-09345-4 (alk. paper)

1. Asia, Central — Politics and government. 2. Islam and politics—Asia, Central.
3. [slamic fundamentalism —Asia, Central. 4. Jihad. 1. Title.

DS329.4 -R38 zo02

958'.0429 —dc21 2001006898

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

The paper in this book meets the guidelines for permanence and durability of
the Committee on Production Guidelines for Book Longevity of the Council
on Library Resources.

10 800 1% 8 176 8 o ST TS S 2




PART |

PART II

CONTENTS

Preface ix

Maps xv
1 Introduction: Central Asia’s Islamic Warriors 1

Islam and Politics in Central Asia, Past and Present
2 Congquerors and Saints: The Past as Present 15
3 Islam Underground in the Soviet Union 32

4 The First Decade of Independence 57

Islamic Movements in Central Asia Since 19g1

5 The Islamic Renaissance Party and the Civil War in
Tajikistan g5

6 The Hizb ut-Tahrir: Reviving the Caliphate 115

7 Namangani and the Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan 137




10

11

CONTENTS

Namangani and Jihad in Central Asia 156

The New Great Game? The United States, Russia,
and China 187

Central Asia and Its Neighbors 208

An Uncertain Future 228

Appendix: The Call to Jihad by the Islamic Movement ;
of Uzbekistan 247 8
Notes 251
Glossary 263
Index 269



an "‘ji—’*‘l_(_, *"‘(3' DO

3 "_s'kllls as :qn ‘Inyostigatlvo journalist to

the five Central Asian republics adja-

cent to Afghanistan—Kazakhstan,

Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan,

- and Tajikistan—that were part of the

Soviet Union until its collapse in 1991.
Under Soviet rule, Islam was brutally
suppressed, and that intolerance has
continued with the post-Sovht regimes.
Religious repression, pplitlcal corrup-
tion, and the region’s .x_trimo poverty
have created a fertile climate for mili-
tant Islamic fundamentalism. Funded
and trained by organizations such as
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