'CHAPTER - 4
 MUSLIMS IN CHINA

1~ Introduction

Islam arrived to China by two commercial routes: the earlier,
maritime and the more recent, terrestrial. The Muslim
community of China has increased constantly throughout the

years by ilmmigration, conversion, and mixed marriages.

With the exception of Eastern Turkestan (Sinkiang-Uighur),

which is actually a part of the Turkic rather than the Chinese world,

Islam was never able to establish an enduring imdependent pdlitical entity
n China; True, under the Mongol regime (1279-1368), the Muslims of

China were extremely inf]uential; to the point that many historians
considered the Yuan dynasty a Muslim one; This i1nfluence did not dec-
1ine under the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) during which the Muslims became
well integrated within the Chinese culture without any loss to their

Mustim identity.

The Muslims of China went through a period of atrocious and
continuous persecution which lasted about three centuries under the
Manchu dynasty (1644-1911 )” This ted in the 19th century to Muslim

revolutions and to the establishment of short-lived Mus11m states 1n

Yunnan, Khansu and Eastern Turkestan.. A11 these states were destroyed

at an enormous cost of Muslim 1ives.

Coming to the present century, the Chinese Nationalist Revolu-

tion of 1911 was supported by the Mushm masses which were exceedmg]y
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eager to destroy the Manchu regime. From 1911 to 1948, Islam witnessed

a true Renaissance in China and the Muslims began to retrieve some of
their erstwhile 1nf1uence;' Since the establishment of the Communist
regime in 1948, a new type of.persecution waS perpetrated on Muslims.

A1l contacts between Muslims in different parts of China ard the rest

of the world ceased. Mosques and Muslim schools were closed, Imams

were killed or 'i_mprisoned.. The Muslim family structure was assaul-

ted and its members dispersed.

A large majority of the Muslims of China follows the HanafT
school of law. Ninety percent of Muslims are Chinese in almost every
sense of the term. Their names are Chinese; their facial features are

Chinese and so is their culture. These are often called Huis by the
other Chinese. The remaining 10% are Turks and Mongols. Muslims are

more numerous in the northern than in the southern provinces.

The Communist regime does not require the religious identifi-
cation in the census. However; the number of Muslims who are not of
Chinese éthnic origin can be assessed from the census on nationalities.
For those who are ethnically Chinese, their numbers can be calculated
-on the basis of the 1936 census; This census indicates the number of
Muslims in each province as well as the total Muslim population. The
total was assessed then at 47;437;000 persons or 10;5% of the total

population. = Assuming that this percentage has remained unchanged, we

arrive.at the figure of 107 million in 1982.
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MusTims are in majority in two territories: the Sinkiang-
Uighur Autonomous Region and the Chinghai Province. Muslims form
also near-majorities in two other territories the Ninghsia-Hyi (47%)

and the Khansu (40%). Muslim pércentages are above 10% in 13 other

territories. However, territories with high Muslim percentages are

subject to intense non-Muslim immigration which tends to dilute their

Islamic character.

For the Muslims of China the period 1952-1968 was similar to
the Stalinist era in the Soviet Union; Artificial famines were created,
Mus1im populations were dispersed; mosques were burnt, copies of the
Holy Qur'an were torn apart, and Muslim leaders were persecuted and
humi1iated; It 1s only recently, that some improvements in the lot

of Muslims seem to have taken place. Hopes have increased after the

death of Mao-Tse-Tung and the elimination of the "Gang of Four".

‘The Muslim communities of Hong-Kong, Taiwan and Macao wil]

be considered in Chapter 6, since they 1live under different circums-

tances.

2 Historical Backgrount
01d Chinese sources report that an Arab delegation arrived

to China in the year II of the reign of Emperor Yung Way of the Tang

dynasty; i.e. ,in the year 31 A.H. (651 C.E.) during the tenure of

Ca'li'bh'Uthm-a_n'.‘ Chinese Muslims believe that the members of this
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delegation, who were fifteen in number, were the first Muslims to
enter China. They believe that they were under Sa'ad Ibn Abi Waggas,
one of the companions of the Prophet (s.a.w.). The delegation came
to China by sea, landed at Canten, then went by land to the capital
Shang-An (today's Sian) where they were well received by the Emperor
and permitted to build a mosque. This mosque, believed to be the
first in China, exists to this day. There is also a mosque in Canton
on the tomb of Sa'd, the head of this delegation. However, this
story has not been verified in Arab sources, and it is certain that
Sa'd Ibn Abi Waqgas died in Medina; This means that the head of the

delegation must have been anothen.Sa'd;

Muslim armies reached the borders of China for the first time
by land during the time of the Umayyad Caliph Al-Walid. A1-Hajj€3
Ibn Yusuf AJ-Thaqaf?: the governor of Iraq at thatltime sent a Mustim
army under the leadership of Qutaybah Ibn Muslim A1-Bahili to the
borders of China. The army left Samargand (Uzbekistan) in 93 A.H.
(711 C.E.) and entered Kashgar (Sinkiang) in 96 A.H. (714 C.E.). The

Chinese Emperor then accepted to pay tribute to the Muslims as a sign

. of allegiance to the Muslim State.

Commercial ties increased greatly between the Muslim State
and China. Commerce was carried on first by the sea route, and then

when Kashgar became part of the Muslim State, by the land route. Most

of the merchants were Muslims,and were generally from Arabia and Per-

S a*.. Relations between China and the Muslim State during the Umayyad
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Emperor requested help from the Muslim state to quell the rebellion

of An-Lu-Chan. The Caliph compiied by sending an army of 4000 Mus71im

soldiers who defeated the rebels and settled in the land. They married

Chinese women and raised Muslim families, thus giving a strong demo-

graphic support to the first .communities of Muslims in China.

The numbers of Muslim merchants from Arabia and Persia who

settled in Canton increased significantly until they formed an impor-

tant proportion of the city's popu*]ation‘.' In 141 A.TH.' (758 €.E.),
they

rebelled against the Emperor because of heavy taxes, which were
then removed; In 145 A.H. (762 C.E.), Muslims once more helped the

Emperor quell the rebellion of another rebel, Shei-Chu-Bej.

Canton became the focus of expansion of Muslim communities
toward Hang-Chu in the northern shore]inesl They built mosques and
schools wherever they went: In 259 A.H; (872 C.E.), the Arab travel-
ler Ibn Wahb visited Canton and met the Muslims there as he met the
tmperor. However; seven years later, catastrophe befell the Muslims
as rebels burnt the city and killed more than 100,000 Muslims. The

Tang dynasty did not survive these events and fell in 295 A.H.
(907 C.E. ).

During the Tang dynasty; Muslims were prosperous and were

respected 1in China.. But, in spite of widespread mixed marriages, they
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remained a foreign element, in terms of language, ethnic origin and

Physical features. However, many emperors accorded them a preferen-

~ tial treatment. This privileged situation increased under the follow- o

ing Siung dynasty. There were 86 delegations from the Muslim state ‘
to China between 31 A.H. (651 C.E.) and 604 A.H. (1207'C.E;)- There E
was continuous flow of Muslim immigrants who built entife satellite :
Muslim cities near the largest Chinese ports. They built mosques &
schools and established their'own institutions. They nominated their

Own governors who were usually accepted by the Emperor.

The Muslims of China formed the rich mercantile class with

international connections: They were needed for Chinese commerce and
were held in good esteem; During the Siung dynasty the newly created
post of Director General of the Sea in Canton was always held by a
Muslim. During the same period, the Muslim population increased both
as a result of immigration through the Kashgar route; and by conversion

of local populations, the most spectacular of which was the mass con-

version of Hsiung Nu tribes.

Mongols under Chingis Khan invaded China and brought down the
Siung dynasty. Kubilay Khan, son of Chingis, established the Yuan dynasty.
By that time the Ifongol armies conquered most of the Asian parts of
the Muslim world and destroyed the Abbassid Caliphate and the Muslim
capital Baghdad. But, the side effect was a Pax Mongolica which enclosed

parts of the Muslim world and China in one single unit. This situation
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encouraged movement of people and ideas which in turn, contributed

to mass conversion to Islam, especially among the Mongol overlords.
Eventually, Muslims became the leading class in all Mongol states
including China; It is around this period that for the first time
Persian replaced Arabic as the language of the Chinese Muslim commu-
nity. Most of the high officials of the army, the government and

the administration in the Yuan dynasty were Muslims. The Persian
historian Rashid-Din Fa&1u11aﬁ reports in the first volume of his
"Encyclopedia of Historiesf-that ’in the era of the Mongol state of
Kubilay Khan, China was divided in 14 provinces. At the head of each °
province there was a governor and’a Vice-governorl Eight of the gover-
‘nors were Muslims and the four vice-governors of the other provinces
were Muslims as well." Among the most famous Muslim statesmen of
China in that period was Al-Sayyid Al-Ajall Shamsuddin 'Umar. He was
most remembered as governor of Yunnan province between 1278 and 1279

C.E. His son Al-Sayyid Bayin became the prime minister of the Emperor

'of'China between 1333 and 1340 C_E.

The Moroccan traveller Ibn Ba%iﬁta1visited China during this
'period; He reports that "each city of China had a Muslim city in
which lived only Muslims. In these cities there were mosques and

other institutions. Muslims are very respected”.

The Mongol (Yuan) dynasty collapsed in 1368 C.E. It was re-
placed by the Ming dynasty which lasted three centuries until 1644 C.E.
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During this period, Muslims reached the zenith of their prosperity

and influence. This period is also characterized by an end of Muslim
immigration and a marked increase of Chinese conversion to Islam. The
effect was a complete change of the characteristics of the Muslim
community, from an alien one, in spite of seven centuries of presence,
to a completely indigenous comnunity,l without any loss in its Islamic
identity. The most spectacular result of this indigenization is the

replacement of Persian as thé']inguafranca of the Muslim community

by Mandarin Chinese in which an extensive body of Muslim literature

came to be developed. Another effect was the spread of Chinese names -

among Muslims: Muhammad became "Ma", Mustapha became "Mu",

Masfﬁa "Si", Dawtd and Tahir "Ta";_Hasan "Ha", Husayn "Hy", Badrudd?h,
_Ja]E]udd?n, etc.;became "Ning"; Najib and Nasir became "Na"; Salim,
Salih became “Sha", 'A11 became "Ay", etc; Muslims absorbed also
Chinese habigswhich did not interfere with Islamic teaching§.. They
intermarried with the Chinese converts so extensively that it became

impossible to recognize a Muslim Chinese from non-Muslim Chinese.

The Muslim influence during the Ming dynasty was even bigger
than in the Mongol dynasty. The first Emperor of the dynasty, Ming
Tsai Tsu, and the Empress are thought to have been Muslims. The Empe-
ror's love for Prophet Muhammad (séé.w;) was well known and quite

undisguised. He wrote a poem in praise of the Préphet (s.a.w.) and

sculpted it on marble in the Jami' Mosque of the.city of Nankin (it

exists to this day); Emperor Yung Lu (1405-1432 ﬁ.E.) used the Hegirai
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