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THE COMMON PROGRAMME OF THE CHINESE PEQOPLE'’S
POLITICAL CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE (EXCERPTS)

The people of the People’s Republic of China shall have freedom of thought, #peoch, publication,
assembly, association, correspondence, person, domicile, change of domicile, religious belief and the free-
dom of holding processions and demonstrations. (Article b.)

All nationalities within the boundaries of the People’s Republic of China shall have equal rights
and duties. (Article 9.)

All nationalities within the boundaries of the People’s Republic of China are equal. They shall
establish unity and mutual aid among themselves, and shall oppose imperialism and their own public
enemies, so0 that the People’s Republic of China will become a big fraternal and co-operative family com-
posed of all its nationalities. Greater Nationalism and chauvinism shall be opposed. Acts involving
c(liscrimination, oppression and splitting of the unity of the various nationalities shall be prohibited.

Article 60.

Resgional autonomy shall be exercised in areas where national minorities are concentrated and
various kinds of autonomy organisations of the different nationalitics shall be set up according to the
size of the respective populations and regions. In places where different nationalities live together and
in the autonomous areas of the national minorities, the different nationalities shall each have an appro-
priate number of representatives in the local organs of political power. (Article 61.)

All national minorities within the boundaries of the People’s Republic of China shall have the
right to join the People’s Liberation Army and to organise local people’s public security forces in accord-
ance with the unified military system of the state. (Article 62.)

All national minorities shall have {frecdom to develop their dmlt:.cts and languages, to preserve
or reform their traditions, customs and religious beliefs. The ?coples Government shall assist the
masses of the people of all national minorities to develop their political, economic, cultural and educational

construction work. (Article 53.)
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MOSLEMS IN CHINA

A Speech
Delivered by Burhan
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee of the China Islamic Association
at a Reception in Honour of
the Moslem Delegates from Various Countries to
the Peace Conference of the Asian and Pacific Regions
October 18, 1952

Dear Moslem brethren, dear delegates:

On behalf of the Preparatory Committee of the China Islamic Association, I extend o you my
warmest welcome. Salaam!

No_w I would like to tell you about the life of the nationalities of Moslem faith in New China.

e China has about ten million Moslems of ten nationalities, namely, the Huis, Uighurs, Kazakhs,
Kirghizs, Tadjiks, Tartars, Uzbeks, Tunghsiangs, Salas and Paoans. They are mainly concentrated in
the northwestern provinces of Sinkiang, Kansu, Chinghai and Ningsia. Most of the Huis, however, are
scattered throughout various cities and the country-side of China’s interior.

In the old China when the Kuomintang reactionaries followed a policy of savage national op-
pression vis-a-vis the national minorities, we, Moslems, were not only trampled underfoot politically, but
were also deprived of the freedom of religion.

The establishment of the People’s Republic of China in October 1949, which sealed the fate of
the Kuomintang reactionary regime, marked a milestone in the history of China’s nationalities of Moslem
faith and other nationalities. National diserimination and oppression are gone and a new, happy life
has unfolded before them.

The policy of national equality and religious freedom followed by the Central People’s Govern-
ment has provided a firm foundation for the unity and development of China’s various nationalities and
has transformed China into a multinational family bound by friendship and co-operation among its
nationalities. Within this big family, we, Moslems, together with other fraternal nationalities, have
achieved considerable success in the development of our political, economic and cultural life. Our re-
ligion, customs and traditions are respected everywhere. This is a thing never witnessed before in
China’s history, nor was it possible, because only under the brilliant leadership of the Communist Party
of China and Chairman Mao Tse-tung can we, Moslems, enjoy such a happy life.

China’s nationalities of Moslem faith are enjoying full rights to national equality. In imple-
menting the policy towards nationalities laid down in the Common Programme, the Central People’s
Government has promoted national autonomy by setting up national autonomous regions and autonomous
organs in the areas where national minorities are concentrated, and by establishing t.iemocratic-goali-
tion governments in the “mixed areas”, i.¢,, in areas inhabited by different nationalities. The rights
to national equality of those national minority elements (mostly Huis) scattered thrqughoyt the country
are also protected, and they are placed on an equal footing with the local Han mhablfants‘. quy
national autonomous regions have already been set up for the nationalities of Moslem fa.xth, including
the Tunghsiang Autonomous Region and Paoan Autonomous Region ir} Kansq; .thc I‘Iul autonomous
regions in Shangwu Village of Huangchung, Chinghai Province, and in Kweisui, Sulyu.an lfrovmce;
etc. In many other areas the establishment of Hui, Uighur nr_ld I«.:azakl:t autonomous regions is under
way. In such provinces as Sinkiang, Kansu, Chinghai and N_m.gm{t, minority natlonall_ttes of Moslem
faith in the “mixed areas” have, together with other nationalities in these areas, organized local demo-
cratic-coalition governments. S B

It should be stressed that the chairman and one of the vice-chairmen of t}ge Sinkiang Provincial
People’s Government are Uighurs, and the great majority of the government council members come from
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the local nationalities. Among the office employees in the people’s governments of d}:ffe}‘tm} lc:els in
Sinkiang, more than 17,000 are people of Moslem faith, Sixty-seven of the 80 county heads in the pro.
vince are Moslems. Mention should also be made of those provinces with lr!rm‘r numh.frrs of ‘"Ul peaple,
such as Kansu, Chinghai and others. Each of these provinces has a .IIul_ 1.:|cc:‘-ch:urm:'.n 1“' the pro-
vincial people’s government, in addition to the many employees of Hui origin in the people’s govern.
ments of various lower levels. Furthermore, the Hui people scattered in tlltferur}t areas receive apecial
attention and have their representatives in the local organs of state power even in those districts where
they form the minority. ; =

So much for the situation of Moslems in the provinces. As regards the Central Peopls’s Govern-
ment, there are also many Moslem employees in its various departments. Among the 58 members of
the Central People’s Government Council, one is of Hui and another of Uighur origin.

Nationalities of Moslem faith are given all-round assistance by the People's Gov
economic life. In the areas where land reform has been completed, Moslem
have received their lots of land, farm implements and draught animals.
improved considerably as a result of the development of agriculture and sub
they are aided by the people’s governments and the Hans. Moslems in the ¢
better life. Currency and price stabilization is responsible for the prosperity
commercial enterprises run by Moslems. Helped by the people’s governmen
employed or semi-employed before the liberation have now found suitable profes
Peking alone, more than 1,000 Huis have found work in industry and other fiel
tion during the past year. The same is true of the Hui people living in cthe
Shanghai, Tsinan, Sian, Lanchow, etc.

In this connection I would like particularly to dwell on the general
progress-among the various national minorities in Sinkiang. Owing to imprc ion system
and other measures adopted for the improvement of agriculture and animal husband otal area of
arable land in Sinkiang is now 24 per cent over the pre-liberation figure, while the grain output surpasses
the record pre-liberation figure by 34 per cent. In the past, trading organs controlied by the bureau-
cratic capital of the reactionary regime slashed the buying prices in unfair exchange of lccal farm and
animal husbandry products to the detriment of the local people. In those days, two hundred kilo-
grammes of wool could fetch only one bolt of black cotton cloth at Tihwa, the provincial capital of
Sinkiang. But since the liberation, the people’s government has raised the prices of the local products
to reasonable levels. At Tihwa, only 20 kilogrammes of wool are needed now to purchase one bolt of
black cotton cloth, while the prices of furs and hides have generally increased by nine times. The
result is higher living standards for the broad masses of the Moslems, both peasants and herdsmen.
In addition to the progress made in farming and animal husbandry, considerable achievements have been
recorded in various spheres of industrial construction. Many newly-built iron and steel works, cement
works, power plants, cotton mills, automobile repair works and flour mills have either been commis-
sioned or will start production in the near future. These achievements have laid the foundation for
large-scale economic construction in Sinkiang. The Tienshui-Lanchow Railway is already open to traffic,
and the construction of the Lanchow-Sinkiang Railway was started on October 1, 1952. The latter will
influence most favourably the economic development and prosperity of all the national minorities in
Sinkiang.

In respect of culture and education, Sinkiang was very backward prior to the liberation. More
than 80 per cent of the rural population was illiterate, and the vast majority of Moslem children could
not afford to go to school. Since the birth of New China, the People’s Government has given great
assistance to the Moslems in restoring and developing cultural and educational establishments. Signi-
ficant achievements have been scored within the short space of three years. In all the villages where
the Huis or the Uighurs live, there are primary schools for their children who comprise more than 50
per cent of all the school-age children of these villages, while 1n the cities, approximately 70 per cent
of school-age children now go to school. The Pcople’s Government has also rendered assistance to
the nationalities of Moslem faith in restoring and establishing a number of secondary schools, such as
the well known Peking Institute for the Hui People, the Third Secondary School in Sian, the Normal
School for the Hui People in Ningsia Provinee, and the Lungtung Normal School in Kansu Province.
In addition, there are many Moslem students at the Central Institute for Nalionalities established in 1950,
as well as at the eight local institutes for nationalities. National minority students are also admitted
to all universities, colleges, secondary and primary schools in the country, and the customs and ways
of life of the Moslem students are respected.

In addition to the Sinkiang Institute for Nationalities which has more than 800 students of
various nationalities, there are in Sinkiang Province 63 sccondary schools with more than 16,000 students,
representing a 63.6 per cent increase over the pre-liberation period. The primary schools number more
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progress in the sphere of the ;:L‘:;“f\l}:;“;‘:i]ic 2 T—O from Moslem families, Sinkiang has also made great
and three periodicals in Uigl cations.  Publieations iu this province inelude cight dailies

mr, five new : thain DL
two languages. Other eult.ura]'nn.i < d(:t\;sf‘“pcm and magazines in Kazakh, and many boolks in these
ational organs have also been rapidly restored or established.

Up to now, there are 63 theatres, of
S Cinemas, song-and-dance ensembles, all serving the masses.

Our religion as we < ;
St o faitl% mlldﬂm\\ ;:‘leais;l to‘n‘lf ‘c.\:ston‘m and habits ave fully respeeted. We are perfectly free to
Government for our Moslem h: b"il SRes With our religious activities. The respect shown by the People’s
of Id-el-Fitr, Corban, and M ;:‘i N of life is manifested in a civeular order to observe the three festivals
e thes’e R 1 : L olid Nabawi, and abolish tax on the slaughter of cattle for Moslem consump-

O‘til In addi t.b M iO\\t‘rnmon‘t offices and schools grant holidays to the cadres and students of Moslem
fatthfsuacaiaon fonjthesgsccasions; ompanies sell daily necessities to the Moslems at

state trading ¢
» military units, factories and schools, consideration is

reduced prices. In government organizations
given to the habits and customs of the cadres soldiers, workers [ it
A : L ) » Work and students of Moslem faith. Real
protection is accorded to mosques and gubbahs. When the People’s Liberation Army liberated the
Moslem religion, customs and habits. The soldiers

Northwest, regulations were issued to respect the
the mosques. According to a government regula-

slept outdoors or in the streets but did not enter
tion, all the mosques are exempt from tax. In accordance with the Agrarian Reform Law, the mosques
Thus, in land reform

and gubbahs may retain their landholdings if the local populace so desires.
carried out in the Northwest, the land of the mosques and gubbahs was in most cases left untouched.
The people’s governments gave assistance when repairs were undertaken at the Mosque at Tung Sze
Pailou, Peking, the mosque at Hsiao Tao Yuan, Shanghai, the Fenghuang Mosque in Hangchow, and
the mosques elsewhere. To help the Government fully implement the policy of freedom of religion as
provided in the Common Programme, we sponsored the establishment of the China Islamic Associa-
tion which will include the most representative figures of Moslem faith throughout the country, The
Preparatory Committee of the China Islamic Association was set up, and in August 1952, it organized
the Chinese Hadj Mission to Mecca. (The Mission reached Pakistan but was unable, for some reasons,
to continue its journey to Mecca and is now back in Peking.)

My dear Moslem brethren, politically, all the nationalities of Moslem faith in New China enjoy
£ull rights of national equality; their economic and cultural life has improved and respect and con-
-ideration are given to their belief, customs and habits. Moslems in our country have displayed intense
natriotism. We love our country and the great leader of all nationalities Chairman Mao Tse-tung, and
«e love our peaceful and happy life. Moslems in our country are taking an active part in the 1‘novement

» defend world peace. They have signed the ;":'ntoc!{holm Appeal and t‘n?. Appeal for a Five-Power
“cace Pact; they have voted against the militarization of Japz_m by the United States. On May 2, 19?1,
‘hungs and mullahs from 46 mosques in Tihwa called a meeting attended by 3,500 people, at which
,eayers were offered for world peace. At the Festival marking the end of Ramadan held in 1951 in
‘e Hui Autonomous Region at Kweisui, more than 10,000 Hui people attended the service. Special
sarvices were held at the mosques in many areas of the country to pray and give thanks for the suc-
= ; f the Peace Conference of the Asian and Pacific Regions. The valiant struggle
3 anUlt.COD‘lfO'C a(;:;m;n?lence and for peace waged by our Moslem brethren in the other parts of the world
'_'"")}_1on:r;m;im“;uﬂ;')ering from oppression has all the sympathy- of Mos!ems in China. i ‘

deal only in brief outline with the life _of Moslems in China after the
) _ 1 have been able _s: fa: :2 greet on behalf of all Moslems in China our dear Moslem brethren
:Egrggl?;atezn:fﬁ?,tcl)):l:nsar:ni“ the Peace Conference of the Asian and Pacific Regions and are striving

for world peace. Salaam!

cent more than in the pre-liberation

Editor’s Note

The p he n nal minoriti i i le changes

iti i i norities of Moslem faith has under_gone considerab :
B he %ﬁm-a:nﬁe :;:'f ':i'l: Ciﬁ-ﬁa aI]s]a:nic Association, made the speech in October 1952. In addi-
since Burhan, air

i had been established
i i atonomous regions for the Moslems : .
tion to those mentioned ir the pacen. mor;is?:ricts at Chengchow and Paotow, the Hui Autonomous Dis-

by May 1953, such as the Hui 9:11;3233’12:3.3 tc. - Areas which have set up their preparatory organs for the
trict at Tachang of Sanho, Hopel i r;ady to become autonomous mcl}lde various regions in 'Slnkmng
establishment of agtono;ny and are of the county level at Ningting, Hwaping am} Chnr_lgklachuan in Kansu
Province; the HUi'".lhab“fed e ss in the northeastern part of Kansu Province, in the eastern part
Province; (the (Eulithablies lfregxilt%n East, and Central-South China. The China Islaml‘:i Association was
t;f Niri%sia vamie:i air;ld I}:l(ing‘ or; Ma.y, 9, 1953. On May 14; ]t;he China Hui Cultural Association —a
inaugurate et in Peking.
n:!;;li]:)i-\.‘:ride I-'%ui cultural organization — was set up
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of the Sinkiang Provincial People’s Government, at-

he First National Committee of the Chinese People’s
hows Burhan on his way to the meeting

Burhan (Uighur), Chairman
tended the Second Session of t
Political Consultative Conference. Picture s
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