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The Uighurs:
Who Are They?

I should like to acquaint the reader with the So-
viet Uighurs, a small people who are equal among
equals in the fraternal multinational family of So-
viet peoples.

But first a few words about the history of this
people whose past and present life is unknown to
many.

The Uighurs are an ancient people of Central
Asia whose language belongs to the Turkic group.
Their history goes back many thousands of years.
There are many monuments of their ancient culture,
which testify to their glorious historical past and
their valuable contribution to human civilization
from the earliest times. They now live in the USSR
and the People’s Republic of China, where over six
million live in the Sinkiang-Uighur Autonomous
Region, as well as in Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and several other countries. In the Soviet Union
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