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: Under the eaves of the carth, Kirgiz viliag g
and GALEN ROWELL

catch the day’s lust light on China. Now « tca:m
of U. S. skiers gets a rare lock at the people !
wha live with these giant peaks. i
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UST BLOWN RY DESERT w inds
and stirred by hundreds of passing
. {eet, hooves, and wheels veils the
setiing sun, bathing the land in -:m mauve
hues. Two boyssitin the road ; playing a ki
of checkers with red and black stones.
Market day is drawing to a close in this

central Asian cty of Kashi (Kashgan,

i

pressad dg,:u st China’s  sensitive far-
‘estern frontier with the Soviet Union.

Commuler traffic swisls by us in a chaos
oi coler and vintages, a startline contrast to
the uniformity of } .wu::v"*'u,hlw‘* brightly
ressed Uvgur women on foct: iong lines of
anﬂs padding to the clangof bells; wooden
arts hilched to chop-siepping donkeys:
ha fl uat‘d red traciors; and an occasicnai
ﬁli drab state-owned truck. its
leaning on the horn as if mere volume slone
could part the masses, of which we, remark-
ably, now form a part.

We are six mountaineers, accepted by the

ol I el g i T ] e ant,
a...;.mﬂ-ae Mountaineering Association to Le

rst Americans to climb in China in 48
cned our 1! *"_mnai
Geographic-sponsored group the American
iriendship Expedition. Our goal is to make
first ski ascent and descent of 24,757-
fnul. (7,546-meter) 11111:.:ig.,+-.h, in the Chi-

II

nese Pamirs. {See pages 192-9.)

~ Flying frem .hi? United S-.a‘:cs to Beijing,
thenon through Urlimai (Xinjiang's capital)

week-long iUlH‘:L} back
now stand in inner-

land of nearly cne biilion pecpie. And each

da}' and EK]JEE‘H:T:LL here contributes some-

thing new for our rich mosaic of memeories.
Dick Dorworth, for instance, will never
forget ambling alone through the ancient
strecets oi. Kashi and being siopped by a
young Uygur, Pointing at Dick’s black
beard, the man asked, “Pakistan?”

“No,” Dick answered. “America.”
HAmeri{:a?l?

“America.” .

Shaking his head, the Uvgursquatted and

i‘

drew a circle in the dust, On one side he
made a rough sketeh of China, placing a dot
on the left outside edge. “Kashear,” he said.
The ) e placed asecond dot on the farside of
th-.:- cirele and again asked, “America?”

i.‘u:L' grinned and nodded, and the Uy-
Tur's eves erew wide with wonder.

H' £l

Atso recalled is an eveniag, the lichi near-
ly gone, when spontaneous nc".-'l-.hu hood
music began drifting throagh the night; m*
strings of a rabe 51 the prin
hand un.n.. a voire rootad i the venerahle
traditions of the city. The music we

3"1'.

til dawn, then 2 leudspeaker from the
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That journey has been a longtime dream
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12 Prov-
ince, inhabited primarily by pe *,.euiwnvir
in race, language, and Islamic faith to the
Soviet Central Asians,
ciosed to foreign tourists. *
Previously, Western oil technicians have
paused in Kashion their way to the develop-
ing cil fields of Xinjiang. A japane:a 0lm
crew and a British mountaineering team
also have stepped here briefly. But we are
the first "...,a.,..mc rs since ;:bﬁratiun“ in
949 to spend more than a few days in the
streets of Kashi,

L] -'I-"
=

siill officially

*Rick Gore reported on the northern p.u'L:'for Drov-
ince in *Journey to China's Far West" in March 1030,

Forsaking Siberia censuries age, Kirgiz horsemen settled in the high valleys nzar Muzia-
gata—Ice Mountain Father—which the Chinese opene 21 to the f‘mwr.c.ﬂn expedition last
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summer uﬁm a 32-year ban to foreigners. These seminomads are related by Turkic lan-
guage and Muslim religion to the Uyguis who populaie Kashi (Kashgar). Regional govern-
ment is controlled by the Han, China’s ethnic majority,
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Dusty oasis of ethnic color in @
nation of uniformity, the city of
Kashi retains a Turkic flavor in its
mud-brick houses, covered alley-
ways, awninged markets, and
poplar-shaded boulevards. On
East Brigade Strect (above) moim-
ing trafficrolls and walks towarda
colossal Chairman Mao on tie
horizon.
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: For 20 centuries Kashi served as
; a meeting place for Chinese, Indi-
an, and Persian merchants before
the Comnmunists sealed the coun-

try in 1949. Among the city's ,r"r::ns
foreign visifors since, 1?14_: six
Americans felt like celebrities as
they passed through on thetr way
to vi'tf'uzmy_um (maps, far right).
Children thronged about their jeep
(left) fora look,anda 100-year-old
woman (right) wept at her first
sight of a Western woman.
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A, 2 y & 2
i woven together by money ;F ‘
A { Jrom Beying (Peking), The
= i 2 - sy oy ey =l ! ;
- ¢  government has powred mil-
| lions into this city of 173,000 |
" l - . ] e ] 1T T ] - !" >
' L near the U.S.S.R. border, B
T u E L ] " ] b o = i
{  building nhospitals, schools, |
i  puarks,srores, and lignt indus- | o AN
S try to ald minority wevelop- &
" i 1 '-'l'l | BT L l": 3 i 3 i
3 ment. Werkers ab tne swale
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k! carpet mill (right) can eam
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‘..-J_ At che Haunar-
craft and Aris "e‘.'bi'.':
(1eft), a seamstress fashi
souves Hr_r~ r future vist

this shop along the
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*siven by Premier Zhou Enlai,” he says. "1
would have dicd rather than fail, Near the
cummit we could not climb the ‘second step.”
{t was too steep for our clumsy boots. iiinal-
ly took them off to get closer to the rock.”

Horses Prompied Chinese interest
During the past 2,000 years Chingse dy-
nasties gecasionally have extended theirrale
1o the distant west, pushing back Huns,
Turks, Arabs, Tibetans, and Mongois. Chi-
nese interest in Kashi began in the second

Adventure in Western China
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century B.C.,
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HHuns, sent to Ferganz in what is now the So-

viet Union to arranes a tribute of the fabled
T

horses that “sweat bisod and originate from
b

k -
e & ry
1‘.1 L d b

ex
the heavenly horses,”

Trade caravans Comimerce
flourished in times of peace, which were fre-
quently interrupted by civil strife ang inva-
sions. Poth Genghis Khan and Tameriane
fought to contrel the strategic trade routesin

this region.
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Qiik was the lure. Emissaries and monks
as well as merchants traveled the Silk Road
hetween Cathay and Persin and Rome.
Kashi. situated between the wastes of the
Taklimakan Desert and the peaks of the Pa-
mirs and the Tian Shan, became a bustling
emaporium of diverse cultures and goods,

Modemization Comes to kasht

Today Kashi is still a melting pot af time .
and culture, but insulated from modern
Wostern influcnce. Thirty years ago the
population of Kashi was only 4¢,000; now
it is 175.000, mostly Uygur. But the econ-
1 omy remains largely agricultural, and the
l Uvgurs are stili people of unhurried indus-
i 1ry. In this moderate climate, with plentiiui
snowmeit for irrigation,the fertile soil pro-
vides an easy living for the people cven with-
out maechanization.

The Chinese have pul substantial effort
into the city. The 50-foot wall that once sur-
counded the center is gone. Big, unimag-
inative edifices built in the 1050s house
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department stores, shops, and offices, Our
hotel, the Welcome Guest House, is com-
fortable, vichly carpeted with b right, exqui-
site rugs. Cameron and Dick share their
bathroom with a resident frog,

For many the standard of living has been
caised, and literacy has increased. Kashi i3
remarkably free of poverty, The C hinese are
proud of what they have accomiplished here.

.Chu reprimands me only once,

“ By ke gi [Not OK]. The dark angle of
old, ugly, or beggar people 1s not for your
camera,”

“T'm sorry,” 1reply.

«One never has to say Im sorty

' he answers, “Only among

5 y
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mountaineers,’
politicians.”
The hand of the late
Tse-tung) sweeps over Rashi's
fvom his 100-foot-high conereie ginenceon
ch a pumerical mi-
the Han Chinese

{ao Zedong (Mlao

™ las! Daple
Feoples Jard

the low skyline, Altaou
nority in the province,
firmly control top positions in government,
agriculture, and industry.

¢ canals. A sunny Uygur girt (rigih
hich also grow coiton and wheat,

ey T 5 = TN TR
TR s e o AL TN e . o
- !f'.':h'-'ﬁ_'-t'\'-' _.‘._f' 4 '_.'_I. * X g RN = = 2 .._, erd

e '-I_-l. e
b

=

)

s ..'I.‘I*.,rl.“.'._.

B BT
il

i TG FIEAL L B e ey
l___ -: . '|_T"" . .t::ll_, h'f'fr,.l :'__'-I_I .T.Ihe.l.-'-"l_!'" e I
) ] - . & i

o ——

- g v
'ﬁ.‘?-l:.l_“:‘-'-_' .:‘_:r!f:-‘r II-- .r._-!.?-_rh: ll:-' -‘. : | "- R
p Nt . - - . . ] -.- o

ey e

d

]
b
- |
L3 ..'r.. "-- ;
)
s
N
} ¢

—

s A T e E——

e —— T i
a r—




i
w ".-'"‘ L TR e ‘Il---. . b R - SRR Y g w o e T S s
i . * ¥ 5 ; . _ 3
i . .'||. i .a I k]
| . !
] 1
! ) X
' g -
i ) y
l El | 2 5 : q
.‘.:1[ - oA 3 - Y
| i : RN AR |
| q 2 ‘ N\
¥ ! - .
l-“ i iy s .
";g HEE : ' :
Gl (P ~ - -
.- 4 <
H! i!,‘r "\ Y :
: fii . "
i I"i l\!| r r -
i{ I
® | l! % §
1 i l. i
4 " 1 X
: H i 3
1 ! “i.ﬁ_
: l .1# il
| :

il s s

i o i
' qn-i: - -\-
5 '1%_ = E
: i{ R = L
| (PSRN
e
LR
i W8 -

= ..
Bl

——

& . Hw"'"’.
L
™

. b,

4 - ill"!"!"'l

— 4
#

Aol 52T

,.
R
il g,

soam T 4
e H

T
il ol -

[N
e, ¥ -

-1-.|d--|—-|l-i.'—.u.--l-|.-- g
Pl
8201 > S35 Nk
ikl a7 ik e 0 i i P S A F L R e R B S e R

o _I.—l'l-'. - =g
¥ hc G vl N hales ¢ -
+

i

’
Ea | 3
cif | -
- I}
3 Eiq - B 5
i -
. | e |
?—.% i P
'|'_ = =
it ia
I H‘ y
E - :
- % i
: 5 o 3 2 5 BB SO i B T
\ R 2 . ":; - b Fon S ol e A e v ol = Bl .
j | P . ALYt el S :
Wl ? - —m—— - -~
1 - -  ® F e | d i
e 1t ® IR el RS fabnjtis,
| ' Domed city of the dead, @ jieid 0y T0inas Hold fiusam Jmhl
3Tl L.Lah . . - FAL - g
MRl dmitse "Wiw

o
(nlwlale FrAeanE A

- 1 4 s i IR, FEC
] . it with gur o p s s——a el SR AL
L'i : Byt the flavor of the '1}!3.11:‘: 15 11 o wWay UL Yk -1- - s '« WRut that may
] il W I e L - - - - ST - b B A E-EV el aTIE 1) .|.-'_ 1) ;"_' L edolh s AL
- ATl 1 its W a ip an oulpost OI isan. stan,  CCCIAres vne - r o =
1 A ’ inese. wwe arc : bt i T rs nvaalichic
p Eh -f Yiniigng's twelve minorniics, - 20 unrealistic. we <it on worn carpets in
Seven of AllJialis» = T awever One piorning we sit on wWeri tafitls
= =i lE ]

cluding the Uygur, are Mushim. 2 . '?:Iﬂi; A iz Avysa's five-room house. Seven years
. . shoir relizion eacslly, witl

{hﬂ} cal 1*:,1' WIICIE SRl ; : il

of the fervor of other Islamic cou ELLEICS, mud bricks

| "‘ﬂt‘mrr-h the Beijing government allows muc Diitss

- Fa i _1_5 i i 5o

: - .1 within centrai
. 5T be practiced within ¢ rslibe

" " ] B g t.“.r -.‘._;

old, it is tlat roofed and mada of sun-dried

= b L - . .. o s I r] -
i reinforced with straw—ade

} -

o~ W
& - q w 1 S Te .I.a..bq‘a ,—‘ {}I 1I:-_1}ﬁ
- - ‘.‘ 'l'_ i -.--I.-'.E. L:;:‘.\“ 1}'.“.,—- L-- -
guate, since only 20 i
3 : e il e - .
'jl_.rr+""- '.:'rr\....'rlli‘r"" ity ch ]n.!..'. é{: ‘-{.Jillllllli..-

- : ‘o # e 1
L ol L

nid mosques, it discourages, some ilt by a ~ct of Kashi that grows more than 50 kinds

= & . - . 1 "l.'!' = LI | & - - T T = s W i

: v v, worship 1n small mosques bunt b; f fruit-—melons, pears, apricots, peaches,
i ]- ol it ! = =

st dare SHIL we saw

LM han, local reiiglous leaders. ':]u-::' ;:; o -;-Jt_ pomegranats
: - 1 : -~ b Lot Kol & AL L = - £

E A several of these being CONSLILE = sple

. [Ep—_. The 1‘_,._'hit;: :1,-} ES
b care. Many had been destm}ferj;}gmg the B e ich
: =8 = LI i, & E 1 G S- 1-_"- 1:!‘_ = R f'j'."‘
- ~ 3enral Revolution in the lat | . auiside. He wears a watch.
| I LL:‘%‘ i:-.,'fiel:wiIL t?lﬂ choice, we would prefertobed autsid

plums, and a4 glina—Hhuge
He owns his house. His bi-

’ 1
B eraamen F119%Y £F9RN0S
ost 176 vuan ($1le), stands

oy

B
(]

w

— e A
National Geographic, February 1981

e St 4 - e . O




-'m:“;‘!':ﬁ: 3::&‘?':‘;1-:::&1 e I".'l.'-1 -:“wt:;“""_' e e TR b R . o B e e i _:‘ .
t. g A g . T N LR A bR T s A e U .
‘: | 2 ':.‘ -¢ _L._--I | "_3_.1' 0 % I...,-.' I.. ';II.." i ".l-'r.'--"=II e --.1"'I : y g y " "q il'! i
Ry : - - : V1 s g ¢} N d 1'1:
| e S a6 p k " .- ;. j 3 : © e | y .1 1‘
PR e . 3 o | ) ! i B |
1 ; -.'\.1‘-. L = ] -‘,. 1 g '_‘ .-«i - ". !
: ‘h{ m '&;;a " -‘1 ..“ b " 3 & L] : I 1%
» oyt 3‘._;-3 ‘ . ' g | +.
: o iy . i 3 . " { ﬁ
| .1- -"' .‘ ':1 - i 14. i ’Ii
b i . s . i #*: e f ..1 i :L
T ; ’ \ \ ; 1
a _l_: < ‘:"1" = = .._-:, . : . b4 & : v * ¢ I . :‘-I ‘-:;
3 ™ . ¥
) ¥ . : ) |
L ¥, - > . g ! %
X i e
‘ . - 3 e B Tt ¥ &, ':‘._ - 1\‘?\
1“ 1:_-_. o ol - ~f '._. - : 1 :
B & & T et L R . ) > ) SxS §
".“J. - by ; 1"2.1 L : W T o
14 T . a ‘ D Ty “1 St o - . . . 1
: e : N B T | y :
"l.[ ‘,. .1_1 : - FL S ﬁ"’."i"-‘n}.'-.a.ﬂ_ e e ’ eSO | 14!
. S | ‘ i | § e " -\ - g . 14\
. - & t I- - : - : - i
T T - Tr._l % Ii F L il ?
:‘_‘;-'j 1?4* ) j 74 R _"-_. : |
r.' | | ? 5 7 . ‘:'i. '14’ - l Fo. ‘- '.'_‘1.1 '
- rEdER Qe Bt - RN X RN | |
: .V : : :.';';a:.- i R
92 y . ¢ TRy
ol * & .'.l*..-'* ‘i E > 3 e : . > y i T
. S = A LR S, et B (N e
< ,I._.,:-u__l_“_i. ' _ " : Tl:y:i : ."11_;‘-;' ::_ . 1-._.',
NN o ¥qdg ==\ \ i, '-
. it ;_h. : ‘::1 T r_l-;;l 1 'h ."'; . =
= o S 11'*._* e scsgt B B0 R .
= - '1._?. g \ L™ I!!}h'} =3 I: E '_ 3 8 . L .
S ‘___:.‘w _“"?1'..___1;-1_:.1. ~ . o | i . 1
3 - X, A : :1}, is" : I LR H i x |
N R F oY 34 ;4 - 3 Rl A
. - =ty 3-*“:.!* by ol e i 4 -3
-: \ } "‘5*'-":13;! N <3 ;
RN Y R A5 LY AL §
i “‘f} 1Y *‘f' . A y 3\
LR el 1A% - 0 PR
R S ot St i e NSRS fai Mfm.h.l-i.h_u.;h_-:._#..ﬂ; B R :
- MED GILLETTE i
fsiqm commands the loyalty of maiy Uygurs despite official disapp roviti. i
j1is family has lived here for generations. Then, after liberation, the people were g ath
* He has six childrern: Minorities are not sub- ered together and provided v ith more free {l
ject to the birth-control regulations that en- land to grow Crops together.” i
courage Han couples to have only cne child. S autolay Visitors i
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Aomin Allah akbar—AmeN, God 1Is
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great,” AziZ intones. “Hehas granted us this Ve are al a labie across fram the 40 part- a
good meal.” We cannot hope o finish the tune «rainers and cooches O the Sports Fed- }
heaping bowls of vegetables, mutton, and eration of Kashi. The receplion rosim i
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before us. Peering village faces vic for posi- slurping on plums and melons—tne Hrst oF |
tion outside the one window. der of business at 22¥ meeiing in SUINMEI- i
“Helore iiberation,” our host is telling us, time Kashi. | =3 |
“aach family here lived from the harvestofa tian director hao Neng Ben and Uygul \ |
small plot. Four landiords owned almost all  deputy director Qurban Aimet ask us to par- :
ihe land around our village of Kukong. ticipate n sOIC Ping-Pong diplomacy. jan
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and I go downin firm defeat to ten-year-ck
Yang Xuand thjf.,.. g, 1 2

Dick and Jjo are 1nv lti':" to teach an En-
glish class of 150 adults. Five Uygurs sitin
the front row—the restare Han. Knowledge

of a foreign language is required for promo-
tion. The choices are Russian, japanese,

‘Their

and English.
employers have donated ha
t0 atiend the spare-time school, 4 s 1s the
first time they will actually ncar a Westerner
speak English. _ ™

“What does, ‘Vou are pulling my leg and
i ¥ hf- man was all legs’ mean?”

WA Nt s the didlerency beiweeh

plant, mill, and works?”

During a break in the L.n;,h:-.h jessons, jo
sings “Vou Are My Sunshine” to her ciass.

Most choose English,
if 2 day for each

fnetory,

» Dick and Jo are amazed at the range of

e
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ollowing Marco Yoios ratii—by L
/ 5
Tn route to our mountain, our neavily
laden rented bus inches u;:: the tortuous
grace of the decply notchied Gez K iver val-
ley, We are ':"_'.}Iu-a.-'- :'.ff 1]1{- unnaved Kara-

{ the old ..ﬂl!.* w.hhd1
o the 1::';!‘1 Pamirs.
‘;hz same road 700
ww what the Persians cailed
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National Geographic, February 1981
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The Pamirs, which include Muztagata— is a hazy line, still in dispute. Perhaps one :
Ice Mountain Father—are an intricate jum- reason we are allowed here is to lend credi- 1
- ble of icy peaks at the borders of China, the hility and exposure to China’s claim of sov- 1 -
/ Soviet Union, and Afghanistan. From this ereignty over this territory. American l
. hub issue the world’s greatest mountain mountaineers have also climbed in the Sovi- £ 2
- ranges: the Himalayas, Karakorams, Hin- et Pamirs across the berder, e
$ du Kush, Kunlun Shan, and Tian Shan. Marco Polo wiote of high vallevs so lush :.;1
Aswe lumber along, gaining altitude, the that*“alcanbeast growsfathereintendays.” t
landscape is bleak and forbidding, largely As we crest a rise, such a place spreads be- :.T
empty of humanity. In vain we have been fore us. Meadu}vs carpet the broad valley { |
y scanning the mountainsides for wildlife: the  floor, dotted with purple and yellow En\?- :
13 elusive snow leopard, bear, woli, ibex, and  ers. She:ep and goats shepherded by Kirgiz i
1- Marco Polo sheep. mountain nomads graze by a p’wandermg ! _
a- Above 11,000 feet the highway flattensas  stream. The.mud walls of the village of Su- | | .
d, ' we enter along valley. Of the major Pamirs, bashigrace the far shur.efs of Iﬂtlle*Karakul. I |
TR | meaning “high, wide, grassy valleys be- :‘ful'tf, or ag ui {'1:"1.11']:"-:1:: for “white djwell- 18 ;
00 §  tweenmountains,” thisis the only one with- ings Jp-l which provide summer shelter, bt!l..lﬁ.l A |
ed ¥ inChina’sboundaries. Theroad runswithin  like glant fnushmum.s.. Pfhuvg barren }1;25 |
o ten miles of Soviet territory, The boundary — and gigzatic (Coitinued on page 192) 1 |
SR | 37 RS
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Friendship followed trading of stories,
food, and jewelry when the skiers visited
Kirgiz nomads at the base of Muztagata.
Welcomed inte the fele-covered ywrt of
Turdi Beg (lofY, at right), the Americans
ale flat bread, yogurt, and goat cheese
with his family and friends. Later the
visilors showed off thetrmountain tentof
nyienand aluminum (delow) and shared
freeze-dried “ice cream.” The hierdsmen
teind state animals along with their own

4 e pitoa s Lt '

LY W

R R T B B T . -

NoSswimer grazing arcas assigned by
thelr brigade leader, Yet in most ways
their lives resemble those of their grand-
fathers, “I felt quite at home when the
women mitked the goals,” said Jan
Reynelds (bottany, left), who grew up on
a Vermont datry jarm. Tuedt's wife, Tur-
sunai, at right, gave her a pair of Kirgiz
carrings to Ly on. “But she never recily
believed that a woman could clunb the
mountain,” lan said.
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{Continued from page 187) sand dunes rise
Muztazata and the Kongur Shan: massive,
glacier laden, the highest of the Pamirs.
Theiralluvium fillsthe vallev floors. and the
waters that flow from them give hife ta the
distant desert eases., |
The splendor and peace of the summer
landscape take us by surprise, We have
heard that the ceaseless winter winds are
among thecruclest outside the polarregions, '}
A Kirgiz horseman races our bus, Dressed |
in black corduroy, high black boots, and
black wool hat, he gallops with ease, Qur
vechanical horsepower is no match for his
at this altitude,
At the base of Muztagata we dump our
gaar, set up camp in the meadow, and spe nd
several days getting used to the altitude.

e

e O _

Kirgiz Settle Iato New Yavs

The Chinese have effectively incorporat- _
od the Kirgiz into the communal system. |
Though it is no loager possible 10 ream at
will, old traditions persist. The Kirgiz arc
Mongolian in appearance but speak a iur-
vic dialect and write in Latin script. They
are now “settled” nomads.

Subashi gishiag (winter village) numbers
700 people. Seventy still go outto yayiaw, or
summer grazing grounds; iwo or three cam-
els carry one family’s possessiens.

We visit the yurt of 35-vear-old Turdi
Bew, sitting on brightly colored quilts made
hv Turdi’s wife, Tursunal,

“«WhenIwasa young man,’’ hesays, “m_":_l ¥
ahotse path led tothe outside, and it was dif-
ficuit to exchange wool for flour, salt, wood,
and cotton cloth. Inthe old society few could
read. Many children died beicre one year.
There was nothing for us, not even our owsn
tent. Now we work for curselves anc are
happy.” _ i

Outside, slopes of icy peaks caicn the last
of the light; silent white snow turns amber.

“For generations We re¢ garded M s.zz'.:!:},i_zfﬂ:a
as the highest mountain i thie ui}r]d, ' says
Turdi. “Now we know it is noL, HULWE still
regard it as the best, because it gives waier
£ 1imals. _
lm‘.'l?*:[i; eranrlfaihcr told me th;-s:.il tihe:rﬁ ':;, !
beautiful garden on top where 'x‘haitf:--iﬂh-..fg 1
saints live in peace and harmoay. Pleasc
__tell meif that is true when you climb the i
jce Mountain Father.” W K
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An improbable caravan begins '~
the trek to the top ,

DESERT MOOSE, as we affectionately di

call them, Bactrian camels haul skis, 1

food, and gear (above) to the snow line at H

Camel Camap (right). Interpreter Wang g

Wei Pet (l2f%) helps a Kirgiz camel driver 3‘

{asten the unlikely cargo to an animals i

o hack. We carry our own loads to Camp1 H

S v 4 at 18,000 feet and to Camp II at 20,250 b

kL A B fect. waiting oul snowsiorms on the way.

But altitude sickness forces Dick to de-
scend from Camp I, and exhaustion halts

Cameron at Camp 11,

E. ,'l.;il
- *E
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Two hours before dark, however,
Galen inakesa final, painful push, and
at last reaches the summit, Jan and {
follow. And for a moment, at the top,
we revel in (he vigw—an orange sun
easing behind the Soviet Pamiis as
golden shadows rise up the slope lo
meet us. Then we push off {ur the
downhill run aton eight inches of pow-
dery snow. Jan (below igft) sels a new
altitude record for women skiers, And
we slip into the instinctive rhytims of
survival skiing. By the time we reach
Camp II, darkness is nearly as com-
plete as the smooth, deep satisfaction

. 1 ! i |
1Tl E f""l:ﬁl l‘:‘q

RQAERACHING THE TOP won't be
the ounly prize for us. Others

have heen there before, in-
Jduding our mountaineering friend
Cha Ying Hua, here (left) with Wang,
jght, Jan, and me. More than the
summit, we seek the thrill of skiing
down, of floating acress this immensi-
tvin hauntingly perfect snow,

Sp we set out from Camp I (beiow)
on July 21, 1980, on a grueling ten-
hour charge to the top. But the reced-
ing horizon taunts us throughout the
day. In a race between exhaustion and
coming nightfall, I recall that none of
us has ever climbed so high before.
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By RICK GORE

Photographs by
BRUCE DALE

ROTH NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC STAFT

SOR DECADES Ching has
. presented a nask to
" Western eyes. Now
Openness s growing as
official attitudes relax.
When a National Geographic
Society team of scientists
crossed the breadth of north
China last summer, they met
peoples like these Uygur
{Uighur) oasis dwellers {righi),
«. Muslim minority in @ nabion
united under Communist rule.
Celebrating the 30th birthday
of the People’s Republic
of China, torchiit reiay

runneis (overleaf) fellow the

route of the 1934-35 Long
March made by iao and
his followers when near dejeat.
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' Author's routa iy ad
Gaginning at Beifing,
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\1 € LANZHOU: Dns of China's fastest ~76! :“"- .
é growig =ities hoids 2,000.C00 X 22 ; s
5" geapis, many of them pelrechenic a]- 'h';:h %l FAT
. : ndustry workers imported from \
, i .. older, crowded centers In the sasi \
18 : planiing seeds from the wax-producing jo- P e .
. - - : Sl = { For more than 970 L asprand yRars CRIEVARS
10 : joba p‘::int, a pet project of his, across those 1 traveled the route b twean Burope, central
se- ;  dunestomake them economically useful. l ais, and China, Saring o S NS
: nrh F : oy . R : e TR TR
49. b LoD ford, a c}ﬂl_urf;} ecologist from -:J,“;}fz- | us.sr A ONGOUA T 5
gLt : jerias 1,oma Linda University, would like 11. v D sonat ' S0 N\
% - & . a = S - g, - = po b9
{ lospend mostof histimein Chinese viiages,  Bripins S g ETT SR f X
! “ . > 1 - ", - - B
We {  learmng Kow people relate 10 the land. LA e ¥ =) \
TOIC i Chinese-speaking Jetfery Riegel, of the ; SUA o N o e X
5y v w .y - w -~ ] T ' " I';‘-;—"I .;rf
Eel University of California ai Rerkeley, spe- il s e @S Qs \
M " . =4 -y * ;e ErALT L =AM - | P ._'__--""
1 cializes in the Han Dynasty, the first Chl- i _'_f“'“"_'[ o= mﬁ:gﬂ":
T Was pese to civilize and cultivaic the desert A 1 g\ T
unty, stretches of the ancient Sitk Road; hie would BURMA peree™
5 Col- he happy just 10 prowl every ruin we will | )
" - ¥ 1 i .
necting link and o w4 1090
'. g1
b O MILES 1003

pass along that great CoOn
irafiic artery hetween East and West.
photo grapher Bruce Daie

; i As journalisis,
gogist | andIwant {0 do all of the 2bove and more—
Egypt, and know there is not nearly enough time.
s oi the Only Larry Ma, 2 Chinecse-Americasn 567
ries Ago ographer from the University of Akron and
n using the Pinyin

wo1E: The GEOG RAPHIC has beg!
svstem of {ranscribing Chinese, a systein officiaily
adopted by China and much of the Westetn Press. For
weil-known place-names and historical figures, the

more famitiar spellings may also appear-

-

Journey 10 China’s Far West

8o
West jrom Beijing {Peking), the visiting
Americans crossed and vec rossed the Great
Wall on the old borderlands of tradil ional
China. Beyond, the Xijlang (Sinkiang)
frontier still reflects its arcient role as @
meeting place of Chinese civilization and
gentral Asia’s nomadic peopLes. Here :
nembers of @ dozen ethnic groups ‘
outnumber the nationally predominaint

Han Chinese.
299
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T IS SHORTLY before midnight on our
last night in Beijing (Peking) before set-
ting out by train across north China. The
heat and humidity of Beijing’s stifling
summer have driven us out of our rooms

at the Stalinesque-style Friendship Hotel up
to the rooftop garden bar, a newly opened
concession for the foreigners now pouring
into China’s capital.

A few French couples dance lethargically
beneath colored paper lanterns. A group of
more boisterous Africans sit nearby among
many empty tables. If, like us, they are pur-
suing a cold beer, they will be surprised. The
Chinese make good beer, but they seldom
cerve it cold. Warm beverages, they believe,
are healthier.

We are members of a desert-study dele_ga—
tion that the National Geographic Society
has sent at the invitation of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and its Institutes of
Geography and Desert Research.” Chqm,
like much of the world, has been struggling
with encroaching deserts in recent years.
Vast stretches of north China are covered by

sand or graveled wastelands calied gobi.
Most of this territory has been closed to john
Westerners since Mao Zedong (Mao Tse- dune
tung) established the new China in 1949, £

plar

Now Chinese desert scientists want to mcet forni
with American arid-land specialists. {1051
We are feeling frustrated tonight, We learn

have been scheduled for too many academic Cl:

meetings, and are worried we will not get Univw,

enough time in the field. Cights
Burly Thad Box, whose grandfather was ne.

the fastest catfish skinner in Liano County, strete
Texas, and who is dean of Utah State’s Col- be ha
lege of Natural Resources, would like to de- Pass
vote davs to botanizing—sampling the wild traffis
plants of northern China. As
Smithsonian Institution desert geclogist and I
Dr. Farouk El-Baz, a native of Egypt, and I
wants to see the wondrous dune fields of the On
Taklimakan Desert, which centuries ago oRraj;
Marco Polo said were inhabited by ghosts. vt
Big Jack Johnson from the University of ST
Arizona is, I suspect, fantasizing about adoptet
*The author reported on desertification around the well-kn
world in the November 1979 GEOGRAPHIC. more {x
National Geographic, March (980 Jmﬂ-m.f
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our groun's efficial translatoer, is al ease, He
knowsthat our route will be remarkable and
that whatever we see will be a discovery.

52 LREADY, in between receptions and
J lectures, we have begun to discover
et Beljng.

“Long live the great, giorious, and
absolutely correct Communist Party” reads
a red biliboard on Chang’an Avenue, Bel-
iing's broad main sirect. The sign seems out
of date. The often shrill political rigidity of
Mao’s China has ebbed.

Along Democracy Wall people stand sev-
gral lavers deep to read posters that accuse
certain government officials of corruption

...‘ i L ‘1. . w “ - " L - n
desert scientists in China, spent more thuna
.

vear al heavy labor in o ruval camp.

The widelv despised Gang of Four, now
under arrest and in disgrace, has become the
scapegoat for most of China's problems,
from the encroaching deserts to broken toi-
fots, Even Mae Zedong is being decanon-
ized. At the theater, whenever an aclor
brandishes Mao's famous little red book, 1t
provokes instant laughter.

The popuiar late Premier Zhou Enlal E
eclipsing Mao. Zhou protected many people
during the worst days of the Cultural
Revolution. On Ching’s memorial day
shortly after Zhou's death 1 1970, peonie
spontancously began laying thousands of
wreaths in Beijing’s massive Tian Aa Men

T

| and harangue others for not releasing dissi-
" dents. Ragged people from the countryside Square. Gang of Four supporters lkept re-
: draw ﬂrnw-sis as they vehemently prociaim moving them, proveking the wors! rioting f
1 perscnal grnievances. the new China has known. When the furor
; We are watching freedom of speech blos-  subsided—and after Mao's death—Chair-
i com this summer. Soon dissenters would man Hua Guofeng and Vice Premier Deng
j-l stage marches and even sit-ins. Unfortu- Xiaoping, ba;:{h!"a'!,f'r:jl_‘i;i[-..‘a,L'lF,t,"';'E,‘.L‘!iﬂﬁl.Cilli"
3 nately, this dissent would be gintomovetoc ersofa pragmatic China benton moderniz-
i fastfor China’s leaders. In the fniloncofthe  ingat full speed.
{ “detained dissidents would be tried and given
: a harsh sentence, and in December Democ- REAE DISCOVER more than a new po-
i racy Wall would be shut down. ti:%g litical reality in China, Walking
! - Nevertheless, the tide toward more per- Bh gy away from Tian An Men Sgquare, we
-i <onal frecdom in Chinaseems relentless. jeit %2 {3 leave the somber Great Hall of the
: Riegel, who visited Beijing ninemonthsear- People behind, The sireets narrow and
! lier, remarks how relaxed the people now buildings turn into 19th-century brick and
1 seern and how the drab Mao jacketsare giv- stucco. Looking into the courtyard of one
i ing way to lighter and brighter clothes. crumbling house, we see a sign proclaiming
: Love is also in bicom in Beijing. Public 1tto he the Grand Garden of the Ring.
| displays of affection have long been discour-  Trolleys and bright buses are replaced by
aged. Yet nocw pand holding is common, rattling horse-drawn carts, and we find our-
selves on narrow streets with such narnes as =

and in the parks couples display their affec-
tion even more earnestly. :
At the theater a new piay Opens, SUrpris-
ingly with a young couple dancing and sing-
ing about love. The couple’s love affair and
lives, however, are SoGil ruined by agents of

- ihe Gong of Four, This radical clique, fed by l{?ltﬂ.i I{:;’{}uﬁf’a}'fnm_?:-ls ":.‘f'*‘f”.”-‘* frf.m’; 'l.hf,‘“l‘mﬂ- :‘.!i_rn!
4 Mao Zedong's wite, was held respoensible for die stands, '::ia~;;1:1::, 5 iﬂfl'::ff“? hih*--ﬂ“ﬂ“thv -:zrlniu
4 encouraging multitudes of teenagd Red  converge with {he scent Gt iRCENSS from an field:
g Guards to storm across Chind i the lute  open window and thca the steiich ot rotting Pl
E_- 196{}5; attacking almost every inﬁti-‘.utiu_n. .mr.-ln:::s. and gar{:aﬁethfx_t.i:r;:r?!l::za}ff ll;j?{dl h“.} “~
. During this Cultural Revolution, strict 1 orderly piles on the sidewaik 16 DE PICKE ns
g NMaoist values were praised. Education, sci- upovernight. f , M1y
3 gncy, und industry were {hrown into 8 dark 14 is our last night in Beijing, and ween- < 3¢
' il

Green Bamboo and Fetch the Gil Lamp.
Even on winding back streets bicycles whiz
by in amazing numbers.

I¢ is dusk, and on this steamy evening the
smells seem to change with each siep we

courage cach other. So what if the Chinese

a lot
learn
11

L]
Lal'ri

i . .
y £ ; v are just cmerging.
4 rom which they are § : i - :
5 agequ : i:il.nn Seou rfgrnu;:‘s guide, Dr, Zhao won't teke us out 10 rampﬁanmﬂg the great natic
Eungqia;:n nnt: of the most distinguished dunes of the Taklimakan, bo We will lecture majis
- I‘ b |
age= ] National Geographic, March 1950 I |
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5 Catching the fancy of a young passerdy, toys displayed in ¢ Z21jing
store signal new goverminent attitudes toward material gooss. st tu
idealogival poals, moderate policies—including incentives for individug

‘ aim to catapult China {nto the ranhks of dﬂecin,,.m. nations by the year 2G00. .
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j[ a lot. So the heer is warm. Maybe we will  urgencyand impatience must seem to them, |
learn a few things about China anyway. Around noon we enter the famous logss-
g the The next morning as Zrain Number 43 Jands Suddenly the earih turns yeliow.
D We ' carries us oul toward the Great Wall and  1oess means a very iu*-“i wind-borne a_iit. i_
00c- | climbs the craggy green mountains 3¢ China's loess deposits, which were probably :
(ATLE, beloved by Chinese painters, Inotice many  bBlownin from deserts i o the north and west, :
iR 2 fialds of corn, 1 ask Dr. Zhao when this im-  are the world’ gres est. Much of norti-
oliing port from America was first br“ught to Chi- central China has & tw-;-!:.imci w_ﬂh ioess 1
placed na. “Four hundred y2ars & ago0," he Says. jayers as decp &s SUU feet, With rains loess E
piched “(3h, then it’s been here a long time,” can be very feriiie. ‘:.,n _c}}'ﬂﬁght now- : |
¥No." . ever, the livelihoods of miillons can olow 1
WE O Four hundred years—twice theageofthe  away wiih clouds of yellow dust. e
tinese United States—is brief to the Chinese. Cur The fine loess particles, whencompact ieu,
: great nation’s history spans less time than most bend tegether almost Lm:ﬁc-:m..,. - 20 ..:; :
iecture . major Chinese dynastics, How curious our  we see the housing change fron: ihe rock a: i
Ve, ’ t. |
Jorraey to China's Far Wesl Ui : B |
{ ; 1
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Shouldering the main load of
commerce, railroads dind China’s fars
Jlung regions, Coul, the uuziun’s_nm;r
abundant fuel, nowers stean-driven
engines (above rigitt).

Completion of a rail link to northwest
China in the eariy 1960s overcame vast
desert distances. Remembering the
manii-leng JJrﬂ--ir{m: Journey casi from
Xinjiang, one man told the author, *You
do not kaow liow difficult it used to e
to travel in China.”

Most travelers today have a chotce
between “hard seat” and “hard bed”

i1t Eapii

W

L " . i
q,:-l"':.:_;'-l.-‘.hqﬂy-.q-.-.n_,-l# bl Ll s B

e

cars—wooden seats (above left} or
bunks, Foreignera and hugh-level Chinese
may ride in more comjfortable “seft”
accommodations, Few citizens have
enough money for travel. “At night,”

the author nioted, “we saw people
climbing on aad off coal cars.”

Working in ¢ beoth abeard the train,
30-year-cid Fu Gueimin (right)
broadeasts over a public-address system
during most of the day. The program .
includes political news, history, ond
Chinese and Western music—including
runes from The Seund of Music.

National Geographic, Marcl 1950
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brick near Beijing to the “ramumed earth” ar-
cl_utec:ture typical of north and west China.
Stnce Neolithic times people have simply
built wooden frames, filled them with lnvers
of loess, and pounded the dirt. When the
_ {rame is removed, a durable wall remains.

Also, caves can be cut easily into loess,
and the hillsides across China are nocked
with entrances to dwellings that have been
dug even in recent times.

As Train Number43 grindson, we stop at
countless coal towns and farming depots.
On hilltops we see watchiowers built by for-
gotten emperors to spot marauding horse-
men from the north.

Ali along the tracks we see the faces of the
good earth and watch its iean bodies work
the fields, child next to grandparent. These
people have evoived with thisland, terraced
and shaped it, suffered with its floods and
parchings, prospered with its bounty. The
. land is beautiful and lush in this harvesi sea-
son, but without these humans, cutiing,
thrashing, and stacking hay, driving their
donkey carts toward their villages, it would
seem barren. How mazany billions of people
have farmed this yellow soil in the sams
manner? Beijing fades in our minds as the
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N L

real Chiag, the greatest agrarian country in
the world, unfolds (map, pages 298-9).

Late in the day we pass once more through
the winding Great Wall into the undulating
grasslands of Inner Mongolia. The faces
we see now aive Mongol. Horses become the
dominant animals, y

The Great Wall was originally built to
Reep the Mongols' nomadic predecessors out
of imperial China. But the invasions alse
went the other way, particularly in the past
300 vears. When periods of good rains have
made these semiarid steppes attractive to
Chinese farmers, Chinese governments
have opened up what was regarded as the
“Mongolian wasteland” to settled agricul-
ture, Alrcady overgrazed for centurics,
much more land was deforesied and In
drought years turned into sandy barrens,.

Before “liberation” in Inner Mongolia it
was said that if you wanted te hang yourself,
yvou would have to walk a hundred miles to
findatree. Nolonger. Since 1949 the masses
have planted enormous numbers of trees all
over China, and much desert iand has been
salvaged. Still, serious problems conlinue,
and as night falls and we head for the great
northern loop of the Yellow River, we begin
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to see the dunes brought on by man's abuse.

“We have so many people to feed,” Dr.
Zhaotellsus. *“Thatis o great ditficulty, We
are overusing our land. Our population
growth rate isdown to 1.2 percent, but still
we have 19 mithion babies every year,™

As dawn breaks, we nrs in desert at lasi,
paralieling the Vellow River as it curv
threugh what most of the world thinks of
the Gobi desert.

Actually gobi is a Mongolian wo rd. It
means gravel and rock debris and denotes
ali e deserts and semideserts of the vast
inner Mongolian plateau, which stretches
across north China.

1he Chinese break the so-called Goh: o
lesser deserts-—the Ulan Buh, Tengeer, Ba-
dain faran. Allhave active sand dunesin ad-
dition {o their predominant gravel. inthe far
western Ainjiang (Sinkiang) region the Gohi
merges with China’s other great desert, the
| Taklimakan, a Y0Q-mile-long sca of huge
£ sand dunes that for centuries tormented
TR travelers along the Siik Road. Taklimakan
k. in the folklore of Xinjiang's Uygur (Uighur)
people means, “Once you get in, vou can
never get cut.”

Like the Nile, the VYellow River cnables
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. Traditions of the soil, little changed
= ';ﬂ- since earliest times, can still be seen in

A
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~ this nation of a billion people—a

Tl .'.._'#‘ 3

SRR ' ’s inhabitants. A
e ,_ quaiter of the earth’s in

{\U

man to farm the desert along its hanks. But
in places we see arge shifting dunes pushing
o the river, and sometimes actualiv {ore-
Ing it o chanoe COurse. |

CRAIN NUMBER 43 s beginning to
n foel {ihi.‘ home. Three of us leave our
i Woodrpaneicd compartments and head
¢ through the “hard seat” cars. We find a
broadeast studio, in v hich a vounys woman
plays Chinese music. interspersed occasion-
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Dining-car cashier Sy Yuguo tries to ex-

plain how his abacus, or suan pan, works.
Heisa whiz, and knows it. When photogra-
pher Bruce Dale shows him a Japanese cal-
culator, he writes cut “445 x 63” in Arabic
numerals. The (Coutinued on page 310)
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painted brick {above) foeund in a 1,500-
year-old tomb not far ﬁnm his field.
While the government points ‘b‘.-*?th ‘
pride to increasing mechanizafion in
agriculture, human and au?nul power
still produce most of China’s food.
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Crwﬁinr‘: Ovei Into the future, Chinag :
t’m;:rhus::ﬁ Four Modernizations: i O+, R
agriculture, industry, rational defense. | eds I
and science and tecanology. Here in sl S o T , .
industrial Lanzhou on the Yello: : | wil b1 |
River, horsepower moves on both 1 — 3 bt - =T ¥
hooves and wheels. | ‘ "o TR TR

ih:ﬂh::lge 1s on. Bruce's calculator wins in a
tiash. Several contests later, Su figures out ¢ :
20w {0 turn the tables: “56,785 x 20,354"he | -
writes. The calculator can't handle that
many numbers. Leisurely, Su triumnhs.

One of the delights of train trave! tl!w.r-:: ugh
China is the food. Chef Shi Kunlan tells us
he had te study cooking for three vears at a
special school run by the railroad.

“First they teach you to wash vegetables,”
Shi says. “After that you study ingredients.
then general health and how to keep a kitch-
en clean. Then you learn how to chop. We
work hard to learn how to control stove tem- .
peratures just right. Different ingredients p
must be ccoked at different heatsin the wok.
Some foods you have to cook = second time :
—very hot—to get them crispy on the out- =~ A
side but stili soft within.” AL -

e i e T

s
i & g

T T
.

—— L]
-

Ao

57 E GET OFF the train in the townof = 7 ¢
% Zhongwei in the largely Muslim \

Ningxia autonomous region. It is a
stronghold of the Hui people, one of
the many minorities, which total some 60 TR § .
million people in China. About 30,000 pec- L 4 77 [I'¢l iy
pie live in Zhongwei, and even though it is ' :
raining, it seems that they are all out clap-
ping and cheering our motorcade. We are
the first Americans to visit in at least thirty
vears. When we walk through the town,
thousands pour out of their houses and
throngin the streets, pushing and shoving to
get a glimpse of us (pages 306-307).

Next morning we drive to Shapotou on -
the edge of the Tengger Desert. Behind us  laid a checkerboard pattern of hay thatch, a local s

churns the Vellow River, looking viscous which looks like a fishnet thrown across salivg—y
with its load of ocher silt. Ahead lies one of miles of duncs along the railbed (preceding hemp or ;

the world’s leading sand-control successes.  pages). The thatch breaks the wind and has ing profu:
Over a period of two years Chinese man-  let the Chinese stabilize the dunes further Thad not:

powerliterally moved mountainsof sand for ~ with drought-tolerant plants. The rails still . Bedjing by
twenty miles of railroad track to be laid. have to be swept after a big dust storm, but that peop!
Then laborers, sometimes numbering in the  the dunes have never swallowed any part of smelled it

. thousands and often working in the below-  these critical tracks across nerth China. lem in sou
freezing winter gales that scour the region, Meanwhile, Thad Box hasachancetoask “Oh, comu
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Lo a local sc:enhst about the plant Cannabis Thad. The scientist smiles. “Well, the offi-
r:.& ' :;; »mhﬂa—whmh can be considered as either cial policy is that it is not smoked.”
| ‘,hempur marijuana—that he has seen grow- We reboard the train and head for Lan-
mgprnfuselyall along our route. One patch,  zhou, an ancient Silk Road stop that since
;;;55_:3:: Tha.d noted, “would be enough to make all 1949 has been turned into a heavy industrial
| Beijing hapl}}n“ At first the scientist denies  city of 2,000,500, . |

” penplgsmukgn but we have sometimes Lanzhou's petrochemical factories pour
smell ' i iung-threatening fumes.
smellediton the train. “It maybeabigprob- outa thick veil of fung-! g
'~_i "-;-; south China, but not here,” he says.  Most of our group quickly develop sore
e ,1 'hmmg on. You teach at a college,” says  throats, headaches, sinus probicins, and

Jo N .ru ' rg: China 5 Far West
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4 compulsion to get back to tae desert.
Lanzhou is the home of the Institute of
Desert Research, one of our hosts, We are
W0 spend {ive days there in academic
cxt‘.‘hnngas. But when we arrive, we get the
bad news that heavy rains have cut rail lines
angd se:‘fl‘ﬂash floads down on a pivotal point
oni ouriinerary—-the oasis of Dunhus ng.
. _Dunh_r:mng was a watering hole on the
itinge of the Taklimakan, where travelers
{*llifcr prepared for or recuperated from
their horrible crossing, Nearby lies one of
the least known wonders of the world, the
Caves of the Thousand Buddhas, Vor cen-

turies pilgrims from all over central Asia

endured great hardship to visit this laby-
Ewmh of sculptures and {rescoes, painted
0y Buddhist monks mostly during the Tane
Dynasty (A.D, 618-006), | " a

e food-disrupted rail line goes as far as
Jiayuguan, westernmost fortress on ihe
Great Wall. For logistic reasons, it is de-
cided we will depart almost at once on the
tnirty-hour train trip to Jayuguan, spend
the day, and return te Lanzhou for our lec-
tures. Then we will fly to Urlimqgi to begin
our travels in Xinjiang.

As we ride the Hexi Corridor, along the
route of the ancient Siik Road, we can look
out one window and see the wild. snow-
capped {illan Mountains, with 17,000-foot
peaks. Qut the other, 2s we near Jiayuguaa,
we see our first stretches of gobi. Thereis lit-
tie to be said for it. Colorless flat gravel lacks
theromance of dunes, oreven the grotesque-
ness of badlands. It is monotonv, For that
reason it deserves the dread and fear it has
provoked across ihe ages.

It was into this land soime 2,000 years ago
that Han emperors sent scoldier-farmers to
secure their frontiers. By building irrigation

" systems {0 tap mountain snows, the Han

watered the desert and established scli-
sufficient towns. They brought with them
their precious sitkworms, set up mulberry
plantations, and prospered.

Bundled againgt winter rains, hay
shocks take shape at harvest’s end.
Farming cccupies four out of five
Chinese, yet enly 11 percent of China
is arable-—a situation demanding
intensive labor and high yields.
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The mulberry trees near Jiavuguan died
of negiect about 1200, after the silk route
shifted north, Prosperity vanished, and for
{he ensuing centuries life along the western
Hext Corridor has been harsh. The local
people say their land has three “toc manys”
and three “too littles™ “Too many winds and
ipo litile rain; too much sand and too little
grass; too many stones and too little soil.”

INALLY we reach the fortress Jiayu-
guan, with its colorful drum towers
rising above rammed-earth walls.
Jiavuguan's grace and dignity are star-
tling in this barren land of meager architec-
ture. The rubblz that was the Grear Wali
runs up to Jiayvuguan’s eastern flank (pre-
ceding pages). To the west lies central Asia.
For centuries, China—and therelore the
civilized world—ended at Jiayuguan. “We
hadasaying,” Dr. Zhao tellsme. “Whenyou
jeave Jiayuguan, you leave the land of men
andenter the land of ghosts, When you leave
this gate, vour eyes will never be dry.”
When I walk through Jiayuguan’s exit, a
long black corridor known as the Gate of the
Bravest-Peopie in the World, I can under-
stand a traveler’s tears, Before partial resto-
ration, it used to be carved with anguished
graffiti, very oiten of disgraced officials or
criminals being banished into the wilder-
ness. Outside the gate endless plains of dark
gobi shimmer in the heat. It would not take
long, wandering in that desolation, for the
ghosts to descend. o

1 turn back and see civilized China again.
Smoke billows from a giant steel complex in
modern Jiayuguan. In order to develop iron
deposits found nearby, China’s planners
have turned this long-dormant villageinto 2
town of 100,000 pecple.
A doctor and his wife tell me they were
sent to Jiayuguan from Beijing in 1966. “It
was hard to get used to being out here, but
wehave little choice,” they say. “Doctors arc
' needed here. Of course, we would like to go
elsewhere. We have petitioned the govern-
ment to let us move. We have distinguished

' to Islam and their Turkic language. Yet th
" basketball player’s shirt bears his team

. characters and the official Pinyin transcription systent.
i ‘ .
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contacts trying to arrange a transter, but it's
an open question whether we shall ever be
able to leave, Some people like it here. It
doesn’t rain much.”

We returin to Lanzhou and are heartened
by the reception the scientists at the Institute
of Desert Research give us. Their facilities
arg not the most modern, but they arve de-
servedly proud that they are rebounding so
energetically from the persecutions of the
Cultural Revolution. The memibers of our
aroup are bombarded with questions about
research methods, remote-sensing sateliites,
and American equipment, dMany contacis
for future communications are made.

Since we are not desert specialists, Bruce
and I are let loose to wander Lanzhou.

Yang Vanlin, cur 24-year-old translator,
tells us he is lucky. He has his own rooin at
the institute. At factories most people live
three or four to a room. Although older fac-
tory workers can earn as much as $05 a
month, Yang takes home about §3§, He
spends $12 of that amount for food, 30 for
cigarettes and clothes. He gives some (o his
parents and saves the rest. Mayvbe in five
years, he figures, he will have a hundred
dollars to buy 2 bicycle.

We climb a hill into White Pagoda Park.
In the thick, sultry air we hear music and
head toward a pavilion overlooking the Yel-
Jow River. Young couples are dancing (o
very old records and an accordion. They 1n-
vite us to join them.

My Chinese is just good enough to learn
that this is their day off, and even though
dancing is officially frowned upon, they in-
tend to go on all day. Our feet are studied,
and after Bruce twirls his partner, everyenc
is twirling. We have tea and smile a lot at
each other.

About a year ago, a young man tells us,
there was a feeling among the people that
their lives were “just tco rough.” Little rec-
reation, few movies or plays. When the gov-
ernment gave signs it was loosening up in
late 1978 and began making contact with the
rest of the world, freedoms such as dancing

Xinjiang region hold fast
e Han Chinese influence grows: This
»s name, Vanguard, in both Chinese
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became nfections. It seemed to got com-
pletely aut of hand,™ he says. “People were
dancing when they should have been work-
ing. The government cracked down for a
while. But they are listening to the masses
now. The guality of life is higher.”

Thatevening inceniral Lanzhou, we find
the streets thronged with excited people.
Countless children in festive school uni-
forms carry flowers and baug drums and
cymbals, We see flares in the distance. Soon
about a hundred young people in biue sweat
suits jog by, carrving torches.

They are Lanzhou's team in a national
relay being run along the route of tie Com-
munist army's 1934-35 Long March from
near Shanghai to the mouniain stronghoid
of Yan'an. The relay will continue from
town (o town and then head for Beijing, to
arrive in time to celebrate the thirtdcth anni-
versary of the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China (pages 295-7). _

AtLanzhou’s EastIs Red Sguare, we wail
for the runners to return from a circuit of the
city. Once more people gather armm‘d us.
Party officials on the dais peint at the dist ur-
bance we are creating. Soon one approaches
us. “These are two American news reporters
who think this is an important event,” ex-
plains Yang. “Tell them to move on,” sa};s
the official. “There are too many peopic
here. A few of our young people are nat
gcod. They might try to take money rom
foreivn friends.”

Until now theft had hardly been a woity.
The Chincse press has recognized increasing
boodlumism and crime in the cities, but for-
gigners supposedly have littie tn:a”!':.:.:.-fr; lﬂw

,punishment for crimes against m:;:n 145
been extremely harsh. To a traw:.le:i, hﬁI‘:"
esly seems ingrained in the new Ch“f' ‘a}i
felt perfectly secure in leaving mmoney and
passports lying in our rooms. e

Since the most obvious thing about Lan-
zhou is its bad air, we went 10 11.5:1 | lﬁﬂgr:l:
polluter, the Lanzhou Chemical 1ndusti}

In an cosis of shade, Uygur -:hi!-:!r::nh _
terud their brother beneath a gru;‘:z ;Il“ ot
in the Turpan HEPFEEE'I'HI'L One 0} i:;
lowesl spots on land, 1t p%ungﬂs to & [5 é
fect below sea level, and in summer

caidron of blast-furiace heat.
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Company. Zhang Llancheny, the general
manager, knows the problem is serious,
“We need to learn from industrial countries
better ways to control pollution.”

Betore leaving Lanzhou tor Xinjiang, we
visit a barbershop for a touch of luxurv-a
shave and a hair wash, Bruce also waants to
photograph a Chinese haircut, Jeff Riegel,
with hislong, full head of hair, 12 voted most
photogenic and is impressed off to the bar-
!‘i’.l::%h!};‘.n 111:.1??-._':511;1 aout what his ;1}}1”1 Y

derkeley will say.

'The grayv-biue barbershopisa
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chaics. People are packed onto wooden  uvlade, Afterashampoomy Ilu:ﬁri%::in:,;ﬂinlr}*
~ benches, waiting to be called. Women go  with a blower and waved in the style worn
4 ppstaits, men stay down. The barbers do by Zhou Falai, ! take that as a compliment,
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not seem to know what to do with Western We board a propiet tor our fou ""I‘f;“f 1 |
hairstvles. Jeff told his to take only the {lightio Urlimaqi, Ihe seats are Initltla.:;: .‘n~1 | |
u smallestamount off, but Icansecinmy mir-  nese, ol course, and Juck johnson : vd That i :
, - . & YT O 1; F i y { H Ten
1 ror “ihat Jeffca“nﬂt };Et SO, Thu b:\fk of his Box, wio are '..'ﬂl":l'-'vilhu“.tl IJ-.L ['ﬂ\.“ﬂ-'du 1"'1-:1:";" 1II |
3 £ aie L), W x4 1:11'-'1‘_5‘ i
) head will take some time to recover., ers, have trouble, “He can’tsit! He cant “1 |
s . 4 - A e -1 oY *hanneo MIcCnuY AL Ths . |
i Meanwhile, T undergo a Chinese shave.  says one exeited Uhiaese W *111113 ] & 1 |
i " g At Yo tha 28 B sy bt e FeLENCL s, 3 |
1; The barber puts on a surgical mask. L pre-  “ihats i i*rt‘*lﬂkiﬂ{}j-  these loreigne § |
3 sume he dossn't want to spread germs, Ev-  Theyate justion 1.}1“;. or than Alaska, oc- :
'"' erv inch of my face—hairline, ¢yolids, nose, Ninjiang, whichis lrgert ha A a3 = h X :.
; even my earlobes—is scraped clean with — cupies ane-sixtivol '“1“".1“.1 ; ohiof
' what feels like a thousand-year-old razor “new lrontdr in Mandarn, (e 4
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L Y n 1 -
;r;ﬁl::g;uzi("hun’a dn‘mu_limlt an peaple.
Aty percent ol all Chinese are Han
Ctil }‘ with a population of about a hiﬂiuu‘
5 éu:a h:;f f,'nxl}ig!i r;ilmi‘.;- peoples (o -.-:tqu:li
' 1 Opuations of New York, Ilinois Ohio
and California, In Ninjiang, Chiu';:-a Ill‘l !:
door Lo the Soviet Union, the Han :111:1:: Ji;l_
numbered, In this re on of 11 million live :
L'!l‘llft:n*t‘lhnic groups, Most, like the 5 § lr.t’rii‘»!-L
lion Uvgur {(wee-gor) and the 00 {;L';llh Ka-
£aKs, are Muslim and of Turkic m'i;:in. |

HRC‘II HOUT F 'V ¢ '
Ci:inesec E}x}l_'} | I:E?T: rii\‘:( the H an
1 Xinjiang u ha kfxt H A SoPICROl
5 Hang as barbarians. Even thouel
2 the Han constituted - &
Xinjiang's :}:;:_1 51.«{:' ':I RIS ke, of
7 ru}.;;,; 25 i:.h‘ ‘T'TMI: 1_uui"m'e ]1?_}:31';.!5111!1.
2 !_ﬁm;w.ﬁﬂ; _1:\ '»._1;1.-?‘:._ utl}cr through lnrf:‘f:
e y;%t";f ;;}I .t:: ethuic groups, Butin
® 2Y0US 1he Han degan to change their
ratio in Xinjiang. They sent colonists £n
ﬁlasw into tilﬁ: region, both to ease popula-
HOn pressures in the east and to stabilize and
fﬂ rf:ig.' theirsensitive borders with the Soviet
Jm:?n. Also, many former Red Guards were
rus_ln:ated to Xinjiang after 1968 to defuse
their energivs. More than four million Han
now live in Xinjiang. =
Predictably, this influx aroused resent-
ment and has sparked occasional vielence
among the minorities. So did the Culturaj
Revoiution's eager push to wipe out old cus-
toms and cultures. Today the Chinese Gov-
ernment is making serious efforts to placate
and promote its minorities. Ethnic lan-
guages are being fostered. Minority children
are oiten given special educational privi-
leges. Young minority couples are allowed
to marry earlier than the ages sanctioned for
the Han Chinese—usually 23 for women
and 26 for men. They are also exempt from
birth-control pressures that encourage Han
couples to have only one child.
Arzigal, director of the Uriimqi Carpet
Factory, exemplifies China’s minorities
policy, similar to affirmative action in the

Carved niches in the cliffs of Jiache, a
ruined city in the Turpan Depression,
may have hield Buddhist shrines, The
city flourished as a Silk Road outpost

from about A. D, 200 until sudden

abandonent befere the year 1000.
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United bt::ttu: She s a “diligent wou ker,”
are told, She is young, female, and,
tory that is 8Q

“we
i a fac-
. percent tan, she is Uyeur,
Theretore, the party selected her 1o heo the
JOO-worker factony's titular head

_“Mmt of our patterns come from Hotan
{Khotan! in the Taklimakan Desert,” savs
Arzigal. “There the people begin learnine
their skill when they are 7 vears ald.™ 2

However, the Han workers In Arzigal's
factory learn to weave in o uly three months,

Yang Zhongfen, who has been working
here for four years, savs it takes her about a
meonth on her large handloom o Weave one
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S0 dsaid Lwould love to he aworker," Then,
:-.:hc adds with a grin, “Qnee you have vour
Jub, you love vour job.”
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IRE LANZHOU, Uriimai has
industrial city, gro wing fron
i1 the 19405 to about a million, Nounde-
=% script new buildings and factories have
cbscuied whatever charm or architeciural
interest the city may have had
Not so with the Lurpan (Turfan) oasi
which lies five hoy rwav by road in one of
the world’s deepest and hotrest depressions,
¢ we cross through ahliv

become an
1 30,000 1n
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A donkey cart appears out of the dust, iis
driver asieep on his back.
Eventually we see row afier row of big
-' : pockmarksin the desert, These are the heles
i through which men of Turpan descend to
clean their karez, or underground canals.
! dug to bring 0 irrigation water from the
pearby Tian Shan (Celestial Mountains),
| About 950 Karez converge on Turpan, Some
i of these canals go back to Han Dvnasiy
' days, when the concept Nirst arrived in Tur-
; pan via the Silk Road from Persia. There
! they are cailed ganats, Qanats or karez, it is
i these undergrouna lifelines that make pos-
: i sible the colocful, almost biblical Turpan
i cuiture that now ¢cxplodes out of tiie black-
i and-whiie gobt world.
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Journey to China's Far West
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ol cling to a pastoral way of life.
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RE WE STILL in China? Thoese faces
would expect to see in Samarkand,
These clothesin Kabul, Icould swear
have seen that old man with his lone
beard, holding his staff and nding a donkey
on the road to Jerusalem. The dancing
troupe, with its handsome acrebatic meq
and its gleeful, exuberantiy dressed wonmen
twicling banners, might well be celebrating
the harvest in Uzbekistan, Their comedian

e " (] ' u = 2 s ! - ¥
h-hl L0 UAdAVe COmMa Irom Armaonia.

Turpan seems so isolated. Yet for many
centuries, when caravan commerce thrived,
this melon- and grape-growing oosis wa
one of the cultural crossroads of the world,
The ancient Han ruled Turpan. So did nu-
merous central Asian peoples who migeated
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Beaming approval, S3-year-old
Alabed! welcomes the Communist order
that has tmpreved material Lo while
still altowing his Kazak people a
measure of thetr wandering freedom,
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and handsorely curled fried wheaf, noodics
called sangza. The brea is ham,' SO t*m
farmer shows me that it should be d%ppe‘fl in
tea. I ask his name. “sziz,” he rephgs. DLG
Uygur people have oniy one name'? I :siﬁf
“We just use first names 1 ?xrtf!}day ife.
There is no need to do otherwise.”
Aziz and his wile, Imsahan, invite ui: 1?1- -
side their home, Their bed is a hard ear Lh:_;i
slab. about ten feet by twelve, covered wi :
a rough hair blanket and several multicoi-
ored quilts. An elegant old tapestry ‘cm;le_rf:
the wall, Beside it hang a lutel'lke;m;' u
ment called a duiarand a portrait of C diri-
gian i, Onatable sitan ulurm ;‘lﬂck an
w portable radio, Thcy I‘.i'l‘-‘ﬂ anutiu.:.r l'l}ﬂll:i
which holds their sewing machine an
serves as o parlor, Whend usl how Cur_nnuli-
nism has affected their hives, tli?}f Sim% :-f
say: “Before, we were poverty stricken. e
were unable to get things.”
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OQune thing Communisin  clearly  has
brought to Turpan is wmove trees, We are
shown extensive forests, or shelterbelts,
which since liberation have helped fend off
the ferocious winds that blast Turpan be-
tween March and Mayv. The combination of
sixtyv-mile-an-hour gusts, subfreezing cold,
and sand easily kitls unprotected grapevines
in spring. The shelterbelts, however, have
heiped Turpan's arape industry expand into
what was bare dune and gobi,

m ERIIADPS no one has been enjoying
# & Turpan as much as Farouk. Because

he is among fellow Muslims, he has
in  Dbeen wearing his flowing white Lgyp-
tian galabia. This robe has been a big hit
with all the people we've met, and during
our three-hour afternoon sigsta we can hear
him ocutside the rest house setting young
Uveur girls gigaling in admiration. Butthen
Farouk deserves compensation. He brought
along hundreds of soil-sample bags, and we
have scarcely seen a dune,

Earlier, in Muslim Ningxia, I rouk also
ool special treatment when he wore 111is gal_.a‘-
bia. He was placed at a separate table with
no pork and no beer.

Back in Urimqi he steps to take a picture
of a mosque and is warmly areeted !}}f an
smam who speaks perfect Arabic. Theimam
invites him back the next gx'enhilg i'm'_what
Farouk thinks is going to be a discussion of
the state of Islam in Xinjiang. Il'iﬁlc';ﬁﬂ, itisa
three-hour, late-night prayer session, Twnh‘n
prolonged, painful bowings mmlknu::i_z_ng:.
Farouk, however, does see that the IMoqie
is filled only with old men. Since t_hr: Cultur-
al Revolution, the imam tf"“ﬁ‘ him, young
people Know fittie about rrE;gu.m. -
1+ Uriimgi it is decided finally that a trip

Aia

into the dune fields of the Taklimakan
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N

would be too difficuit to arrange. Qur com-

fort, we are told, is the primary concer n.l‘*’w
proceed north instead on an all-day spmi
jarring road trip 1o State I':irm ISQ: a hu;?;,
region reciaimed from the Gurbantunggul,
a second-rate desertas dESﬁ'rlE g0, anfi popu-
tatced almost exclusively with Hfu:l f,hmf:aff,
State Farm 130 began as 2 nmlm.rfl.rg,:r proj-
cet, some 150 miles from the border with the
Soviet Union, Its setiiers were cumparﬂ_b,lﬂ
to the soldier-farmers !.h:::t. the ’.::ﬂi'l}’ E_ian
emperors sent out Lo colonize their frontier,

National Geographic, Marcitl 080
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us a gn of barrack-style housing and  tractors, which they work dav and nyght

Folds mainiy of melons, colton, and grain,
jthesabout 17,000 settlers, who are divided
it companies and then inte production

There 18 & restrained atmosphere about |
Suate Farm 130, Only here have the chiidren
peenshy of us. When {ask a group of men it
e URTS 480 thev thought they'd ever seean
American here, thev laugh and shake their
heads. When 1 interview voung wemen in a
melon field, 3 foreman monitors, \Wang
\inhua, 19, 33y3 $he Was sent here LWo vears

feora the closest <ity, Shihezi, “to learn
from the peasants.” China’s policy is to rus-
| fieate many of its young people, or send
them away from the overcrowded cilics
where there are job shortages. However, s
a birth-control incentive, the Chinese
exempt from rustication children from fam-
flies with only one child. Especially good
students are sometimes exerapt as weil,

Wanz does notexpect o leave State tarm
180 anvtime soon, “Ifthestate asks me 1o g0.
1yill of course. But Ilikeit he e

Do they ever have dances? Wang giggles
no. “\We play basketball and Ping-Pong and
gngagze in cuitural activities. We have politi-
eal meetings once a week.” Are they fun?

- Shelooksat her foreman and decides noi Lo
aswer directly, “We study documents of
(he party and read its newspapers.”

Samehow we find ourselves alone wiin
weyeial original settlers of State Farm 150
“ile were all volunteers back then,” says

Wei Guoan. “We were young and enthusias-

fic about defending and deveaiop ing the bor-

der. It wasan exciting time. Nobody wasout

here but the foxes and the yellow goats. The

work was difficult. We had littie rnachinery
tohelp.” |

R {  “We had no housing,” adds He Yunql.

- & “We dug pits and covered them with twigs

e | and mud. Five or six people lived in each.

. 1 Most were single. Families came later.”
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“They

- 1 Often the Chinese seem ambarrassed by
their agriculturc.
'{:!_:-{.5. ﬁ'.::'-Ji_laYuE_l:an they did nutwa‘nt us to pho-
'~ tograph a farmer plowing behind an 0x, &

~ comumion sight across China (page 304). On
proud of their

l?umruim; to Urtimagi, we pass about thir-
ty farm workers, “1 think one tractor could
(!x‘i better than all those people,” savs scien-
tist Liang Kuangyi. “But then what would
all those peeple do?” 1 ask. Liang ponders a
moment. “Quite right,” he savs,
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canyons. Cottonwoods aum sl
asdo yurts, the domead, tentiike hoines!
Kazaks. Cowboys ol horseback, wearn;
green Mao caps and bearing riiies (G P!
against predalors, drive catitle to pash
Wolves are a provien here; snow leopards
are the second most worriseme species, We
are told,

When we reach Celestial Lake, a reser-
voirof pristine snow melt from the surrouna-
ing peaks, we meet a young inou ntaineering
team from Beijing. They wear elaboiate
climbing gear, and one carriesa $2 ,000 Ger-
man camera, the strongest indication we
have seen yet that, along with its masses,
China still has its favored citizens.

- After a two-nout hike, Bob, Jeil, and 1

-

While men aie aWay in the high country, E?

a Kazak motlier sLays with her
children (overizaf) in ¢ lower camp.
Minorities may raise large families, but
Han Chinese arc penalized for having
more than two chiidren.

327

R

'--ll--;d--i -

T a1

S S S T T

2

P
g g i

- e e—— L g ey

g =

i gl

3 ‘ﬂu_.

T
i b el il

e il

i e e i o W T
WL e RS

apd !

PR L L

S FTRay a s




i ] ¥

L —

B
+
- R i ERFE T s e e L
e - g
. =
g | R plde B
ol e L e
I... 1 E.ri -
= ] § { ok 1 A
- g = 5 [y . “
1} L .
- gt ol B i W™ =
A 4
)

——— e e

SorsT—pste——a = g

o

h.'-!_'-n ap

2 Bk
N

e e R s e T 2
Al - e

s

B ok

31
Lk
3

o ]
-

i P
AL
=

i
-
"

ol b
_ o e

Yk

oo T

e
Tl L

[}
N -y

reachasmall group of yurts, On the gate of a
tence that pens in some shieep :,md-guatq *'1
sign reads: “The person who doesn't cltzmﬂ;
this doar is a dog-bear.” A herder, Kmnr;l,
greetsus excitedly and takes us into his yurt

*We have many other places we ljve "
says Kamel in halting Chinese. “Refore tl‘m:
SHOWS come, we will move twenty kilome-
ters down the mountain,” :

Kamel'shusky wife brings bread and cu ps
of scalded goat milk. “Ish!™ she orders. We
assume that means drink up. The brew is
bitter and goes down best in tiny sips.

“We are cousidered to be part of a com-
mune,” Kamel continues. “I'm not really
sure what that means. I think there are
about a thousand people in it altogether.”

He and six other mien in his brizade man-
age a herd of 300 animals. e can keep ten
for his own use. The others are sold and the
proiits shared by the commune.

Several days later, wandering the moun-
tainbound Commune of the East Wind, we
COmie across some yurts wherg women are
cooking fry bread over a pit fire (pages 324-

5). Their features look like those of Ameri-
can Indians, We could be in a Blackioot

camp in Montana a hundred vears ago
'I‘he‘ older children and men are rim;.
away in the mountains tending livestock.
‘l::n:u:c Produces an aluminum-foil skillet of
Tiftypop popcorn, The childven’s eyes pop
along with the corn as the sKillettop u.,:xp;uu Is
over the pit fire, No one will eat this stro nge
food until have a few handiuls. Then the
childven try it. Slowly the mothers ~and {i-
naily even the chickens—join in with gusto,
A few miles away we come to some log
and-mud cabins and meet 2 Kazak named
Allabedi walking down the road Carrying a

%

= % .|- S L s W 11 L. -
sCythe (page 326), Allabedi is 533 vears old.

Hesays heison his way tocut hav to carn ex-
tra work points, Atthe end of the year, when
the 7,000-member commune figures out its
profits, it will distribute them in money and
animals on the basis of work poiats, People
use the cash to buy such things as finer
clothes, coal, and cigareties.

“Collectives are very good,” says Alla-
bedi. “We have been able to keep our pasto-
ral life, but now everyone, including
children, can gat monev.

“Before liberation everything belonged to
the rich. We worked hard for them withou!
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%::L We had not enough clothing, We

ﬁngmufh back. We went hungry AR

used to
e R CANES: Now we have come outside

Ve are happy,” he savs, emphatically.
are wark—hat net toe hard, W hen we are
ack, there ate doctors to treat us. 1didnt o
1o school, but Wy daughter studies physics
4t Xinjiang University. Last vear Chairman
Hua was here. This is the host of timest”

China had put it quite that way, and
many, especially the country’s yvoung

THE BEST OF TIMES. No one else in
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dissidents, might strike a less euphoric
~ote, Modernization poses huge problems,
and the big, aging bureaucracy that must
solve them suffers from 00 much incompe-
rence and a lingering fear that the days of
persecution might et return.

Butall across Chinawe sensed optimism.
We felt it in the exuberance of the scientists
who have been given back their self-respect.
Tt rode the trains and walked village streets,
leaping out from ¢yes that were

1o China—for the first time.

The fires of faith burned low but never
died when religions werc attacked durng
the Culmural Revolution. Atrendance was
oil ot Beijing’s Catholic Nan Tang
Cathedral (1ef1). Red Guards, shock
iroops of the radical upheaval, once
entered the sanctuary, but they left
without damaging it.

In recent times worshipers have
fesurfaced. Father Laurence She Yukan,
here garbed in a_gold robe, weathered
the storm to preside over @ flock that
ggain feels free enough to atrend
Mass, take Communion, and g0 t0
confession (vight).

The twists and turns of Ching’s course
bafjle even: many Chinese, and the land’s
vast sweep defies an easy grasp. Yet on¢
thing came clear to the Americans on
their visit; China’s newly revealed jace
is trying w smile.

j‘- ‘.'.-kflﬂ:rncy to China’s Far West

Ly m W

seeing
Americans—symbeis that change is cOmIng

It was certainly in the faces Tsaw at Mass

;:;1 the V3-year-old Nan Tang Cathedral the
1

L1 11. W W l."r - v £ . n
d:mm;} after we returned to Bajing dower
I i :
), The government had just announced

- s W -1."' LR N Lt .
that the city's 6,000 Catholics could now
have a bishop.

“\We have Leen saving Mass continuadly,

hut the people were too scared to come,”

says Father Laurence She Yukan.
5B 3 5 T e cball 1 = g 2 1
The party still Keeps a rein on the church,
and that is probably why China's Cathoties
do not acknowledee the Pope as their head

The Mass, oddly enough, is in Latin,
™ gy | - 1
Nan Tang Cathedral is crowded. Many
churcheoers look vounger than the revolu-

tion. I watch one tntense youth, his cyes
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