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FOREWORD

¢ ¢ A map is the greatest of all epic poems,”

declared the first full-time editor

of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, Gilbert

Hovey Grosvenor. “Its lines and ,mo_o_.m

show the realization of great m:mmz.gm. That

insight is proved once again in this second

revision of the sixth edition of the Zn:.o:&

Geographic Atlas of the World. New nations,

new capitals, new place-names—all reflect
our turbulent recent history.

“This latest atlas documents those changes
up to press time. For the index alone, which
contains more than 150,000 entries, nearly
3,500 place-names had to be redone. The
sources of such change: the former Soviet
republics, of course, but also Albania and
the autonomous regions of Spain. We have
made place-name revisions closer to home
as well, in the United States, Canada,
and Mexico.

Country profiles have been updated for
each of the 191 nations currently recognized
by our Cartographic Division. The Europe
section features inset maps for the conti-
nent’s newest capitals, including those of the
Baltic States, the Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Croatia. Macedonia, Slovenia, and Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

The great political strides of South Africa
are made evident by what is not shown: No
longer will the homelands of Bophutha-
tswana, Ciskei, Transkei, and Venda be de-
picted on atlas plates or other Society maps.

The atlas still offers unparalleled satellite
images of earth, revealing the physical rich-
ness and stunning beauty of our planet. It
also contains pioneering “environmental
stress” maps of the continents. depicting the
alarming extent of global threats such as
tropical deforestation and acid rain.

In contrast to the advanced techn
that produced many of the maps and imag
in this atlas, the volume itself was assen
in the oldest and most durable of ways—by
hand. And, continuing the Society’s goals of
environmental preservation, none of the
paper comes from virgin timber; all was
supplied by commercial tree farms or by
second- or third-growth forests that are pri-
vately owned and managed.

So, sit down with this comprehensive por-
trait of our planet earth and be prepared for
an epictale.

New eyes opened on the
world with the launching
in 1972 of Landsat 1, the
Jirst satellite designed 1o
observe earth’s surface,
Today satellite images are
Put to an array of uses
Jrom mineral exploration

to flood monitoring,

: 23:\..:& sensing is akin
fo reading, Skimming q
rage, the eye detects dark
m__i_. light areas, which the
brain transiaq into letters
and words, A satellite
scans radiatio)

I patterns on
the globe

in infrared ang

rwth .
o A

other waveleng
computers pre
o an image, Infrareq
light ,..Q.:.H,:_ Strongly from
vegetation, ..a:..?.f?..; ally
shown in red, &
A contin
begins wii,

ths, and
the datq

ental mosqic
a review of

o _..& tmages (o find
QU suitable Scenes

usually from the s
Son and time of
are :
map ane
(left).
clanys g i
:_?2 [

same seq-

mpuier techni-
ust the data, re-

tons for

(abore):

a coherent image fal

Data for the z.s:ﬁ
mosaics in this atlt
collected in a..:r»..?.:h”.
squares, providing E.__a:
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images of the world's
landmasses.
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