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The fragile equilibrium that united Yugoslavia’s six republics in a loose feder-
ation of disparate nationalities disintegrated as civil war crupted in the sum-
mer of 1991. Yet, the national question has dominated Yugoslavia’s political
agenda throughout its history. This book cxamincs cfforts by Yugoslav policy
makers for nearly thirty years to find a way to contain cthnic animositics in a
federal system. Beginning in the carly 1960s Yugoslav communists thought
they had found a solution to the national question in the decentralization of
power to regional communist parties. But the resulting system foundered on
cconomic stress, problems of interrepublican coordination, pressure for po-
litical pluralization, and, after the risc of Slobodan MiloSevi¢ to power in
1987, the increasing threat of Serbian domination. Milosevi€’s ambitions to
recentralize power and erode the autonomy of the republics provoked a reac-
tion that destroyed the Communist Party, led Slovenia and Croatia to declare
independence, and catapulted Yugoslavia into civil war.

Relying on extensive interviews in Yugoslavia over a ten-ycar period and on

comprehensive research in Yugoslav and Western sources, Sabrina P. Ramet

narrates the history of this crisis-ridden country’s cfforts to deal with its na-

tional problems through a balance-of-power system. Her analysis is up-to-

date and far-reaching. Politics, religion, culture, and regional economic con--
flict are considered as powerful factors in the break up of the Yugoslav federal

system at the hands of ascendant nationalism.

SABRINA P, RAMET is Associate Professor of International Studies at the
University of Washington. Her most recent publications include Social Cuer-
rents in Eastern Europe: The Sources and Meaning of the Great Transformation
and Balkan Babel: Politics, Culture, and Religion in Yugoslavia.
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