'+ was led by -Jiang Ping,’ vice chairman, .
People's Political Consultative Confer: erice.
''of Xiamen .Municipality, which arrived®
i*here on'a two-day" Visit via UAE, The

«.#=". Riyadh Daily Staff a.. * _
ifRIYADH - A businessmen’s'meeting was
held here Monday to focus on the areas of
‘cooperation and to look into the prospects
of enhancing trade relations and economic
cities between the eKingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the People's Republic of China
(PROC). The meeting was chaired by
Riyadh “Chamber of Commerce, and
Industry Chairman® Sheikh Abdulrahman
Al Jeraisy and. attended by prominent
Saudi and Chinese businessmen.

The 16-member Chinese delegation

gty

meeting was coordinated by Economic and
Commercial Counsellor ZhangDimo. \* ' v

Welcoming' the delegation, A1, Jeraisy
said a Saudi trade delegation will visit
China in October to foster bilateral ties and
look into other avenues of cooperation. |

He stressed the need for Chinese in--.
Vestment in the Kingdom, which followed
liberal commercial policy and

provided ample inccnli;m'to thé.'.f‘ln'

¢ign investors in various private sectors-

‘improving in all directiops The volume
of trade which stood at §R343 million
in 1992, rose to SR355 mjjjionin 1993-
It further went up to SR450.7 million in

1994, Al Jeraisy noted, :

He said the existing trade was in fa- .

‘vor of Saudi Arabia as jts exports . to
PROC exceeded the imports, which in-

" cluded textiles and garments, figuring at

24 percent, animal products and vegeta-
bles amounted to 8.4 percent.
PROC exports of equipment and ap-
pliances and electrical goods consisted
‘of 7.5 percent of the total imports from
PROC, Al Jeraisy noted, -
.. Thus total imports from PROC
amounted to SR1.9 billion in 1994. The

volume of trade further increased in

141995 and 1996, he added. = . .

The Chinese side consisted of Xia-
_men International Trade (Group) Co.

-~ Ltd (stock market), Xiamen Engincer-

ing Machinery Co. Ltd., Far East (Xia-

~»'men) . International Trading . Co. . and

Xiamen Commercial Group Co.

Addressing the meeting, Eng. Osama _

Al Kurdi, assistant secretary general,

. Council of Saudi Chambers of Com-

merce and Industry, said the Kingdom's *

. private sector is open for_ selting” up
' joint ventures and projects. of mutual

. He 'said relations between the King-'
"~.dom and PROC have b;;l ‘constantly

RGO ST
L ?u"a’.

\WEDNESDA

* The head of the Industrial Cor‘nmiuc:c?.., .

of the Chamber, Saad Al Maajjal," said

"both countrics could further.cooperate ' :

in setting up joint industrial projects of
various consumer items and food pro-
cessing units.  *.. e o, (b

Prominent businessman, Fahad F. Al-
moammar, President, National Medical
Products Co. Ltd, said his company was
interested in exporting medical appli-

ances and other products to :China. ¢

There was a great scope of cooperation
in this area as well, he added.

Other Saudi businessmen who partici-
pated in the discussion highlighted
pleasant trade relationship between the
two countries. They, however, empha-

sized the need for direct negotiations in

business. X SRR
The PROC companies offered to ex-

SAUDI-SINO business meeting

his eft s Saad A M

raisy, center, at theof]?

port excavator, heavy equipment and
machinery, agricultural and municipal -

appliances to the Kingdom.

Shen Danyang, vice director general
of Xiamen Municipal Trade Develop-
ment Committee, introduced the mem-
bers of his delegations and their prod-

SJUCS, Lant ) TR A iy

On Tuesday morning Commerce

Minister Osama J. Faqih received the ",

Chinese; delegation . and

\views of mutual interest.'s ¥ ..

. exchanged * |

Meanwhile, ‘Director ‘of Sales, Holi-

day Inn Hotel, Mohammed Dabbas

.

et byt n,-'."

being chaired by

adh Chamber of Commerce and Ind
al, chairman, In |

v te,

A% 1

Sheikh Abdul Rahman Al Je-

of the

astry Monday. On

S ST e

- o - e T L o] s 2 ® . ,‘
. ASSISTANT Secretary General Engineer'Osama’Al Knrdpsecond from right;

(- benefit. He encouraged Chinese entre-s - greeted the members ‘of the'delegation
preneurs to, participate in nom-oil ‘trad- ; . ‘at a ‘reception h .
" ing projects with Saudi Arabia.

« . at a reception held in their honor'in the *” speaking at the businessmen's meeting.'On his right Is Deputy Secretary .

promihent * businessman

PRI e

hotel. " - : ‘w2 General Hamad  Al-Homeidan' - and .Fahad «F: -
. i".lt'.' A wfa 2y a V) DR e 0 P et 0

\-: e
1. B T T Ty o P e el P
e Vet :,aq'_,*.i.‘;‘. ot kT s e Rt =4
" fay e T bt T e 2

inese team -,
ctd Y .“. ;

|'?'ie.*“r\'ﬂhg

R ) BT
(CRERLTIR VWU B el B e




THURSDAY
12 MARCH 1998

China looks for
balance in N-ties
with Israel and
trade with Arabs

. &i* ». BOJSTflri ft '
By Mounlr B Abboud
-~ Gazette Correspondent in Beirut m ]
It-
\i ( i ‘o

1WA HINA IS OFFERING the Arabs moral support, but 'm
does not appear to be prepared to get involved in the re- gion’s
political problems. This became further evident ducking the
recent Mid-east trip that took Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen to Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, the Pales-;

" tinted self-rule territories and Israel. .
" T It was in Cairo that the purpose and resulted? the visit were
made clear because Egypt was the last leg of Qian’s trip. The
Chinese official, did hot come to the region with promises or

V solutions to chronic political problems. He was: here to'kc- '
quaint himself first-hand with the political and economic realities
and affirm readiness to extend a helping hand when- * ever this
was possible andconvenient to Beijing. m;
V f’On the table in Qian’s talks with Egyptian Foreign Min- h
fster Amir Moussa was the deadlocked Mid-east peace )pro- k'
cess, the standoff between Iraq and the United States and /. the
Turkish-Israeli military alliance. But nothing new ap- , peared to
have emerged from those talks, which were de- scrlbed asofa

“touch-base” nature. 'f

« “We spoke Of the overall problems in the Mid-east, the

recent development in the UN Security Council and bilateral
relations,” Moussa said. V. Answering reporters’ questions, Qian
appeared to be trying to get a basic message across: the Arabs
have the sympathy and / support of the Chinese, but they should
not expect much n>ore.

| ie assured that Mid-cast peacemaking, is going through
hard times but added that “of course, China is not and docs
not want to be, a mediator or coordinator”. He reiterated a
statement he had made earlier in Damascus that his tour was;
not an initiative to salvage the ‘foundering peace process."- -
The Chinese diplomat said that it was natural for his country
to sell conventional weapons to the Arabs but would not
venture
beyond that “If China sells conventional weapons to the
Arabs,
within the framework of their needs, this is only natural, par-
ticularly since these sales are registered with the UN,” he said.
' “But we never export weapons of mass destruction.”
China was also saddened by the sufferings of the Iraqi
peo-
ple under UN-imposed sanctions™ * We do not agree to having
sanctions imposed on a country with no end,” Qian said. He
noted that “so far the UN has a mechanism for imposing
sanctions but no mechanism for lifting them”. On the issue of
expanding the Security Council, Beijing was prepared to de-
; clare support for a better representation of developing coun-
tries, but Qian did not wish to go into details about scope.
Even when it came to bilateral economic cooperation be-
tween Egypt and China, the foreign minister stated that al-
: though the two countries were working to promote their
ties, it must be made dear that, since neither country, was . -v
'm"richv'tKe‘expectations'for®* *** V'expariding 'the' horizons'
of"eco-*."

ji n $?e Egyptian vie>y” toa” With Qian as a roufiue...-
m'‘keep-in-touch” meeting. As ope official put it,"“it was good
to review all the issues and to find there is a great deal of
similarity in the views of both sides, the talks were smooth”. ,
..... Moussa' said Egypt viewed China as a major power that
could make significant contributions to world development.
* And yet, there seemed to be no agenda for future Chinese
|nvolvements in reglonal affalrs

American policies and inter-.
.ests.: For example Beijing
would certainly harm its ec-
| onomic interests with the.
1| Americans if it chose to ex-
" plicitly' take the side of the
| 'Iraqgis in their standoff with '

the UN or ignore Washing-
1 ton’s concern over the Chi- f*
Jhese -armament of' some
| Arab , states, " particularly
-those viewed by the Ameri-
cans as out of line. -“"J V f f
' Arab'observers think that™
for the foreseeable future, .
*’China will focus on opening *
1 new markets for its products
rand on striking a balance'
between its political support >¥

....... , jiYfor.the Arabs and is nuclear;
m-. * Qian Qichen ; m . cooperation with Israel.

i, - m LVeeme" ;o /nSy." :.{"

. For China to have any serious input in
any of the regional issues; this means it >
will in one way or another, clash with :
American policies and interests. So,
Qian’s message was: the Arabs have the’;
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‘Talks to focus on economic ties’

Sharif sta

BEIJING (DPA/NNI)
PAKISTAN'S Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif arrived here on Wednesday on a
four-day visit aimed at boosting eco-

nomic cooperation and strengthening al-
ready stable relations.

Sharif said upon his arrival in Beijing
that the visit - his fifth to the Chinese
Mainland since 1982 - marked a new page
in bilateral relations, the official Xinhua
news agency reported.

"The two countries have shown the
world that countries with different social
systems, ideologies and administrative
methods can strengthen their relations,”
Xinhua quoted him as saying.”

The prime minister was accorded a warm
welcome on his arrival in Beijing. At the
airport the delegation was received by Chi-
nese Minister for Railways Han Zhubin,
who is also Chairman of the Chinese Gov-
ernment Reception Committee, Vice-
Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan, and Chi-
nese Ambassador to Pakistan Zhang
Chengli.

Formal welcoming ceremony was held in
the Great Peoples Hall. Chinese Prime
Minister Li Peng received Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif on his arrival at the hall. The
ceremony included 19-gun salute and pres-
entation of guard of honor. National an-
thems of both the countries were played and
the prime minister inspected the march
past.

In his arrival statement the prime minis-
ter said he will also discuss with Chinese
President Jiang Zemin and Prime Minister
Li Peng bilateral and regional ties and situ-
ation in South Asian region.

“I would brief the Chinese leadership on
Pakistan’s efforts to bring about a peaceful
solution to the Jammu and Kashmir dispute
and an end to fratricidal conflict in Af-
ghanistan,” Sharif said.

Pakistan and China, he said, enjoy long-
standing ties of friendship and mutually
beneficial cooperation. "These lies, which
have stood the test of time, are underpinned
by mutual trust and confidence”, he said,
adding: “Both countries have always stood
by each other.” He said: “In the South Asian
region, Pakistan-China relations have been
a source of peace and stability.”

Sharif is scheduled to open an investment
conference on Thursday in Beijing, and will
also meet a group of intellectuals and lead-
ers of’local think-tanks.

The premier, accompanied by top state
and business officials, is due to visit the
southern city of Guilin before heading to
Hong Kong on February 15 to meet with
Chief Executive Tung Chee-Hwa.

China has offered the Pakistan Navy a
number of frigates on soft loans, provided
Islamabad accepts they are built in Chinese
and Pakistani shipyards, the private news
agency PPI reported in Islamabad on Sun-
day. Pakistan tyavy Chief .Admiral,,Fasih
, Bokhan. iMftfidMW? ~isit.~hii"some j~
in Hicrucc p.YnanmntM
. timg-. in' ppbpJtary,, o i disciis™" I*»
cooperatiotion between the two nav/es, @<a

rts China visit

Goodwill tour: Chinese Premier Li Peng (right) gestures to Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif during a welcoming ceremony in Beijing's Great Hall of the People on
Wednesday. Sharif and his 100-member entourage are in China on a week-long

goodwill visit to discuss bilateral issues.

visit Mainland naval bases.
PPP leader accompany’s Sharif: In an
important development, leader of the oppo-
sition in the Senate Aitzaz Ahsan, who hails
from the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), has
accompanied Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on
a week-long visit to China.

Ahsan was included in the prime minis-
ter’s entourage on the latter’s invitation,
which was sent to PPP chief Benazir Bhutto

to allow him toaccompany-Sharif to Ghinar-

She permitted Ahsan; to go y*ith the prime i«$ one<.of its. leaders to. accpmpany. him Qn the,

minister; showing her strong support

excellent relations between Pakistan and
China. While Ahsan, belonging to the main
rival political party of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League, accompanied the prime
minister, prominent MQM leader Senator
Aftab Sheikh, who was scheduled to go
with Sharif, changed his mind at the elev-
enth hour after he was asked by his leader
Altaf Hussain not to accompany Sharif.
The prime minister had given the invita-
tion to the MQM during his recent visit to
Karachi-and asked-the-party-to nominate-

*
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The denial came from Wei Jianxing,
Chairman of China’s Communist Party’s
Disciplinary Commission, during his talks
with Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral.

The Chinese side denied supplying the
M-11 missiles to Pakistan, the external
affairs ministry spokesman said. “But
__ they.are sensitised to our concerns in this
matter,” - he told reporters after Gujral
conveyed India’s concerns to Wei.

India has said the Chinese missiles
could spark off an arms race, while Paki-
stan has said the production of an array
of Indian missiles affected its security.
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China denies selling organs o mn_ convicts

meEO. Feb. 27 (R) — - China today u&&n&ggvnwﬁn!nﬁawg mEﬂEﬂnwmnennnﬂo&Enn?
denied allegations it was selling organs of = from executed criminals. The unidentified . ars woﬁ arts from
ggﬂnﬁﬁuﬂmwgﬁﬂngﬂ. official insisted Wang, former deputy chief LN nﬂ < 5 a§ + removed,
. rested in the United States had no connection = of a branch of the Hainan People's Proc- Fym— 2q gss c\Jas ar-
with local authorities. - uratorate, had had no contact with provincial ¢ o =o' 22125 1 th
Ewoaown&nﬁwgaﬂmhmm .EEBEEhwonﬂnmmEomwn_nmEm._ocE < ! onM w—= £ T W
strictly related Chinese law and is early 1996. v U) S < I
prohibited by the Chinese government," the On Wednesday, the U.S. Stite De- Hiytlo o

Xinhua news agency quoted an official from  partment condemned as abhorrent allega-
southern Hainan province as saying. The of-  tions of Chinese citizens trafficking in hu-
ficial was reacting to the arrest by U.S. au-  man organs and called on Beijing to enforce
thorities of a -former Hainan prosecutor, laws to prevent the practice. The State De-
Wang Chengyong, for:allegedly trying to  partment's 1997 report on human rights in

il e 382 7%




Saudi-Chinese
society formed /

RIYADH, July10 (SG) 't

A SAUDI-CHINESE Friendship Society has been set up
to bolster ties and economic, cultural, educational and
social cooperation between the two countries.

The Riyadh Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(RCCI) disclosed that a Royal Decree was given on the
formation of the Society.

Abdul Rahman Al-Jeraisy, president of the Riyadh
Chamber of Commerce, will chair the group which will
comprise a number of Saudi businessmen.
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Chinese envoy lauds Kingdom's

role in Mid-east, Arab world

By Paul Rivas

Saudi Gazette Staff
RIYADH, hint 26
STABLE Saudi-Sino relations are in the
fundamental interest of both countries and

their peoples, said Zheng Da Yong, thef:#

Chinese ambassador to the Kingdom.
In an exclusive interview with the Gazett

on the issue of Hong Kong’s handover, Zheng|
said that the Chinese government is capable off;
maintaining the prosperity and stability of};

former British colony.
The ambassador said that Saudi Arabia is

a major power in the Gulf and the Mid-east|2
and has always played a high profile role in

the Arab world.

In the last 65 years, the Kingdom has
achieved remarkable progress in all fields and | :

the future looks bright for Sino-Saudi
relations, Zheng added.

"Under the leadership of the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques, KingFahad, the

Kingdom has enjoyed political stability and

economic development,” he said. “This hatheg Da Yong

won worldwide acknowledgment.”" ;o , .

“The Kingdom pursues a peaceful foreign
policy and plays an important role in the Mid-
east peace process,” the ambassador said.

Both China and the Kingdom share the
same or similar opinions on international and
regional issues.

Great importance is attached to bilateral
friendly relations and cooperation between the
.ileaders of the two countries. m ... .... .. ja-.
...... ' m -- . Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations in 1990, the two countries
.have had fruitful exchanges arid cooperation
in the fields of politics, economy, ojlture,
science and technology. ¢

" “Through ftiany high-level visits,Ve have

furthered “mutual Und$fst'ap£ing « and
friendship’,"”Zheng pointed cftit." ¢

'SMpji Wierrt

Trade ties between the two countries are
growing.

Over seven years, the two-way trade ; has
increased nearly 30 peVcent annual- * ly. The
total volume amounted to US$1,577 billion in
1996, with the Kingdom enjoying a trade
surplus of US$81.2 million, said Zheng. '

The Kingdom is the largest trade partner of
China in the Mid-east and North iAfrica.

During the firet session of Saudi-Sino Joint
Commission held in Beijing in Feb- :ruary last
year, Ibrahim Al-Assaf, Minis- .'ter’of Finance
and National Economy and "Wvi Yi, Chinese
Minister of Foreign Eco- 'mnomic Relations
arid Trade jointly signed '.the Saudi-Sino
Agreement on Encouragement aridTYotectiori
of Investment, eprovidinglegal guarantee for
investment ¢ , ;*nd fcogperatiop between the
business “circles’pf both countries, Zheng
said.



Kuwalitl team 1n-China to-discuss arms

KUWAIT CITY, July 29 (AFP) — A
.Kuwaiti technical team is in China to dis-
cuss a potential artillery contract for which
South Africa, Britain and the United States
are also E&EF Western industrial sources
said today.

The technical team, including members
of a special commitice assessing the multi-
million-dollar deal, left for China last week
- to seek clarification on several points, in-
~“cluding the performance. of the Chinese
gun, the sources said.

The Chinesc arc offering their PLZ 45 in
competition with the British AS90, South
African G6 and M109 A6 Paladin of the
United States. All the picces are self-
propelled, 155mm howitzers.

Kuwait is seeking guns for up to thrce

battalions or up to 72 pieces, which could

be worth as much as $600 million if support

equipment is included, the sources said.
Parliament’s finance and economic com-

mittee said Sunday it discussed the artillery

deal as part of a review of the Defense

99" g 8"k
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Ministry budget for 1997-1998 and the re- -
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RIYADH Aug 10 (SPA)—The Saudl-
Chinese Frlendshlp Society will be' es-
tablished in October this year to boost
cultural, educational and social
cooperation between the two countries, it
was « announced here today. o 'N

The Saudi side in the society will be
represented by Abdul Rahman Al-Jeraisy
(president), Muhammad  Al-Angari,
Abdul Rahman Al-Oraifi, Abdul Aziz Al-

Munjim, Abdul Rauf Abu Zinada,
Muhammad Ab- dullatif Jameel, Walid
Al-Juffali, Abdul Aziz Al-Shuwaier,

Abdullah  Alireza, Abdullah Dahlan,
Abdullatif Al-Jabar, Khaled Al-Qahtani,
Suleiman Al-Suhaimi and Ahmad Al-
Rumaih (members)/ . 'rpj ;;

China is considered one of the largest
10 exporting countries to the Kingdom. In
1995, Chinese exports reached SR2.5 bil-
lion while Saudi exports to China totaled
SR450 million.

Meanwhile, a 20-member;Chinese
trade delegation arrived in Riyadh from
Dubai to explore ways of strengthening
“trade relations between the two
countries;® f~

The Chinese delegation, frepresenting
Szechuan in the south of the;c6imtry, :
will have agreements with a number/f
Saudi businessmento open commercial
Agencies for Chinese products.”;f.

The Relegation Vhas’ Taiready~imet"[

:mJeraisy,president of the Wya<”~phSmberof;

setting;®

‘consumer products’ with ~thefeport;;of
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S”udi Aramco
X> export crude
oil to China

DHAHRAN, June 10 — The Saudi Ara-
bian Oil Company today signed a letter of
intent with the China Petro-Chemical Cor-
poration (SINOPEC) to export Saudi crude
oil to the Peoples Republic of China and
study the possibility of participating in re-
fining and marketing joint ventures in China,
according to a press release issued by Saudi
Aramco.

The letter of intent was signed by Ab-
dallah S. Jumah, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Saudi Aramco, and Sheng
Huaren, president of SINOPEC. Also at-
tending the signing were Saud A. Al- Ashgar,
Saudi Aramco senior vice president of
International Operations, Huang Chune, vice
president of SINOPEC, and other senior
officials from both companies.

After the signing ceremony, Jumah ex-
pressed his happiness with the level of mutual
understanding reflected in this letter of intent.
“The signing of this letter reflects Saudi
Aramco’s determination to expand its base as
a fully integrated, international oil company,”
Jumah emphasized.

He also welcomed the new opportunities
for constructive cooperation with SINOPEC
and lauded the positive spirit of un-
derstanding that led to this achievement.

The SINOPEC delegation led by Huaren
earlier met in Riyadh with Ali 1. Al-Naimi,
minister of petroleum and mineral resources;
Osama J. Fageeh, minister of commerce; Dr.
Ibrahim A. Al-Assaf, minister of finance and
national economy; Dr. Hashim A. Yamani,
minister of industry and electricity, and
Ibrahim A. ibn Sa- . lamah, deputy chairman
and managing director of Saudi Basic
Industries' (SABIC).

In the Eastern Province, the SINOPEC e«
delegation also visited Saudi Aramco fa-
cilities in Dhahran and Ras Tanura, and met
with officials of SABIC at Jubail Industrial
City. Saudi Aramco is the world’s largest oil
producing and exporting company.

n/elax | -



China signs crucial otl®
deal with Kazakhstan

By Najam Abbas
Special to Arab News

ALMATY, Kazakhstan, Sept. 25 — China
yesterday agreed to extract oil from one of
Kazakhstan’s vast Caspian Sea oil fields by inking what
has been termed as “the contract of the century.”

The accord worth $9.5 billion was signed during a
two-day visit by Chinese Prime Minister Li Peng and
Deputy Premier Li Langing.

It gives China’s state oil and gas company the right
to exploit the Ozen oil field, which is expected to pump
some eight million tons of oil a year from 2002, and lay
a pipeline.

The deal is expected to boost trade between the two
countries, which reached $460 million last year.

Li Peng and Kazakhstan’s President Nursultan
Nazarbayev signed an accord defining a stretch of the
1,718 km (1,073 mile) border between the two
countries, which includes a mountain range.

Last April, the former Soviet republics bordering
China — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and
Tajikistan, signed an accord in Moscow demilitarizing
their common border. Under the accord China and

the former Soviet republics combined, can each deploy

130,000 troops in the border area. Under today’s agreement a
border \ post is to be set up at the Khantegri Pass overlooking
Lake Balkash, in southern Kazakhstan, and western China’s

Xinjiang province.

Addressing a press conference after the signing
ceremony, Nazarbayev termed it as “the contract of the
century.”

He declared that work on the pipeline, which will
take almost seven years to complete, will start
immediately.

Li Peng said the contract underlined the “growing
and fruitful” cooperation between China and
Kazakhstan in developing oil reserves in the region.

In recent months, there has been a remarkable surge
in Kazakh efforts to tap alternate fuel supply routes. Till
today, the only way to export Kazakh oil has been
through “a small, very old, dilapidated pipeline across
Russia.”

China was quick to correct this anomaly as it
opened its embassy here just three months after
Kazakhstan acquired independence in December 1991.
Ever since, Beijing has paying great attention to Ka-
zakhstan in order to balance Russian influence in the
region.
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China: ;. L;_‘

. By Edgar C. Cadano (v
Saudi  Gazette  Staff m

-RIYADH '
ECONOMIC relations between China and the
Kingdom are expected to. come closer as an official
trade delegation!. headed by ; Commerce Minister
Osama Ja’afar Faih, will visit the People’s
Republic of. China next month. , .

The week'long visit to Beijing, Shanghai and
the Xinchen Special Economic Zone from June 1
to 7, will include meetings with senior Chinese
government officials including Foreign Trade
Minister, Shi Kang Shen. .

The Saudi trade mission is composed of six
other officials and 16 Saudi businessmen. -V ¢

Chinese Commercial® Counselor Yang Han
Xin, told Saudi Gazette that business contracts
are expected to be signed by Chinese and Saudi
companies. He however, declined to give further
details on the prospective projects. .".V *

Yang said that a Chinese trade delegation,
scouting for job contracts in the kingdom, is also
planning to visit the Kingdom, but are still
awaiting their visas..

! m Yang said that Chiria fend Saudi‘Arabia are
mutually complementing their econom- . ic and
trade activities and that it has greater potential for
future cooperation' .

Two-way trade volume. amounted to $1.68
billion last year,'an increase of 6.5 percent
compared with the figures recorded in 1996.
China, exported to the Kingdom goods worth
$854 .million, while the Kingdom exported $826
million to China! /

The Chinese official said that Saudi Ara- ' bia is
now the largest trading partner of China in the Mid-
east and the North Africa region.: v ! <. m;>*."/;

/e
- Recently, a large number jot Saudi entre-
preneurs went to the peoples republic to do
business.. (1]

Last October, the Saudi government de- ' cided
to open its labor market for Chinese workers while
ian;.Increasing number of Chinese companies have
entered the Kingdom. v.. ».

China and Saudi Arabia are “currently,
discussing joint venture .cooperation in oil' and
petrochemical industries.s v v'v.;,. -' *

[15N
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30 Chinese technicians to arrive in Kingdom

- By Javid Hassan
Arab News Staff

RIYADH, Nov. 15. — The first batch of .

30 Chinese technicians will be arriving in
the Kingdom on Tuesday, marking a new
chapter in the diversification of Saudi-
Chinese trade and economic relations.

“This was disclosed by Jin Zuzhao, vice-
president, and Ding Yiou, project manager,
of China Electric Power Technology Import
and Export Corporation, who said the tech-
nicians (electricians, fitters, welders, etc.)
have been recruited for an industrial project
in Jubail.

The scope for cooperation with Chinese
manpower, the Kingdom’s labor law and
national policies were spelled out at a
meeting held at the Riyadh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry last night.

The joint meeting was presided over by

Hussein Al-Athel, secretary-general of the
Riyadh Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, and Wang Zuoqi, deputy director-
general of the Department of Foreign Ec-
onomic Cooperation at the Ministry of For-
eign Trade and Economic Cooperation of
The People’s Republic of China.

The 23-member Chinese nn_nmmno: rep-
resented a broad spectrum of Chinese firms
specializing in different engineering and
technical fields, while the Saudi delegation
included representatives of the manpower
recruitment agencies.

Zeng Chao, deputy director of the foreign
economic cooperation department, Yang
Han Xin, economic and commercial coun-
selor at the Chinese Embassy, and Walid
Al-Sweidan, president of RCCI's manpow-
er recruitment commiftee, were among
those present.

Speaking on the occasion, Al-Athel said

the Chinese delegation was coming at the
right time, since the Kingdom is engaged in
feasibility studies for the setting up of a-
railroad network from Riyadh to Jeddah.

The GCC states have also embarked on
a similar study for linking the Gulf states
via a railroad network at a cost of SR125
billion. : .

The RCCI secretary-general hoped that *
Chinese firms would participate n BOT -
(build, operate and transfer) projects in the
Kingdom, where privatization will be the
wave of the future. Ry o TR

Later, Wang Zuogi said the Kingdom,
the most important market in the Gulf,
presents good opportunities for Chinese
skilled manpower in the areas of project
management and contracting, construction,
electrification, road-building, operation and
maintenance, as well as agriculture and
other skilled manpower categories.
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delegation .,

visits JCCI
sy Seh Fereed T

JEDDAH
A CHINESE trade delegation comprising
14 members concluded its visit Saturday to
the headquarter of the Jeddah Chamber of
Commerce and Industries (JCCI) in a step §
toward renewing trade relations and to seek
better investment opportunities with Saudi
Jbusinessmen. 2, //
2.0 Speakipg Jpithe GaMte? ang”uapsh?,
the jHBisabA&flir®
office of. Hebei ..Proyjngial.“People’s
Government and head of the delegation
said, “The main purpose of this .visit is to
open new channels with Saudi businessmen N
to invest in Hebei province which is well 3
known for its quality products.”
He added that bilateral trade between
both the countries was established a long
time ago and is still 'on the rise “Other
aspects of cooperation which we are
studying is the deploying of Chinese
workers in the Kingdom” . .
After spending 12 days'in the Kingdom
the delegation will head to Cairo.
Meanwhile, on the same, day, an Italian
trade delegation headed by,;Seijio Marini,
President of the Arab-Italian Chamber;of
Commerce and Industry, visited the JCCI as
part of its eight-day visit to the Kingdom. m}
;1" ThelOymember dele”atioit*as Received
ijjy"Dr Majed Al-"asabi, secretary ~general
~of JCCI, * arid discussed promoting , further
relationship.. .tween .both; cduntties. ;in
various, - fields -Such’ “>sV.i;enyifgnmental
«.iprotwtion™toatment”™preyfchtionjof
/industrial pollution and cultural relations; ¢ J
fuThe '10-day :m visit, *Vorginized' by! The
fXrab-Italian Chartiber of Commerce a!nd

Industry, will also coyer visits to Riyadh
andfcammamV/'?-":»,*e
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Chinese delegation
In Kabul for talks
with Taleban

KABUL (R) - A delegation from China's
foreign ministry arrived in Kabul on
Sunday for talks with Afghanistan’s ruling
Taleban on the conflict there, official
sources said.

The five-member team is thought to be
the highest-level delegation China has sent
to the Afghan capital since the Taleban |
swept to power more than two years ago.

It was not immediately known who was
leading the delegation.

China is a member of the so-called Six
Plus Two UN contact group which is seeking
a solution to Afghanistan's ethnic, political
and factional conflict. The group includes
other neighbor states, the United States and
Russia.

Its brief is to bring about a broad- based
government in Afghanistan, 90 percent of
which is controlled by the Taleban
movement.

China was a major supporter, along with
the West and Arab countries, of the Afghan
factions that fought Soviet occupation in the
1980s.

The delegation is expected to visit its
embassy compound, which has been closed
for nearly eight years because of war.
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Arafat

heads

for

Cairo and

Beljing after short meeting with

TUNIS, July 12 (AFP) — Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat headed today for Cairo
from the Tunisian island of Djerba, from
where he had made a detour to meet Libyan
leader Muammar Qaddafi, Palestinian
sources said. In his first visit to Libya in four
years, Arafat invited Qaddafi to visit oc-
cupied Jerusalem and wished him well after
the Libyan leader’s surgery last week on a
fractured hip.

: The Palestinian leader was due to make a
short stop in Cairo before flying to China for
a three-day official visit. Arafat traveled
most of the way to Tripoli yesterday by road
after the United States blocked a Palestinian
request to let him fly to Libya despite a U.N.
air embargo. The United Nations had made a
rare exception for Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak to fly there on Thursday. Arafat’s
relations with Qaddafi, who opposes Israeli-
Palestinian autonomy accords, have been
rocky and it was his first visit to Libya since
1994. The Palestinian leader, quoted by the
official Libyan news agency JANA, said
today that Qaddafi had accepted his
invitation to go to Jerusalem.

¢ Arafat, meanwhile, is looking to his up-
doming visit to China to pressurize lIsrael to
agree to a troop withdrawal from the West
Bank and avoid an “explosion” in the
Middle East, China’s official news agency
reported today. “The collapse of the peace
accords $411 return the region to a circle of
violence," Arafat said in an exclusive
interview with Xinhua.

e “l ring the bells of danger. Though peace
is in the interest of all, the explosion will hit

j*

Yasser Arafat : !

everyone,” he added. Palestinian negotiators
returned Friday from talks in Washington
with U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Alb-
right without a breakthrough in the 16- month
stalemate in the talks aimed at restarting the
Oslo peace process.

Washington is seeking a deal whereby the
Israelis agree to a troop withdrawal from the
West Bank in return for Palestinian steps to
curb anti-Israeli violence.

While Afarat has accepted the deal —

even though it falls short of the Palestinians'
territorial aspirations — Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has so far rebuffed the
U.S. proposal.

“We have accepted the American initiative
to activate the peace process, despite the
injustice befalling us, because we are seeking
peace despite the difficulties caused by
Israel’s hard-line policy,” Arafat said.

“China is a major power that has political,

~ social and economic weight. We hope that we

will get more support and assistance for our
cause until we build our own independent
state with Jerusalem as its capital,” he added.

Avrafat will arrive in Beijing tomorrow and
hold talks with President Jiang Zemin later in
the day. He will also meet with Premier Zhu
Rongji and Foreign Minister Tang Ji- axuan
before leaving on Wednesday.

He has already paid 11 visits to China,
which is a traditional ally of Arab states. In
contrast, Beijing only established diplomatic
relations with Israel in 1992 and Netanyahu’s
visit to Beijing in May was only -.the second
by an Israeli leader, following that of Yitzhak
Rabin in 1993.

' The disputed withdrawal, which the Unit-
ed States is insisting should encompass no less
than 13.1 percent of West Bank ter- .. ritoiy, is
designed to rebuild confidence and launch
negotiations on a final Israeli- Palestinian
settlement. Arafat has pledged to declare an
independent Palestinian state next year if the
Israeli government does not implement peace
accords, a move fiercely opposed by Israel’s
right-wing government
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Arafat to meet with

Chinese president on Mon.

L BENING (AFP) — Palestinian leader | Yasser
Arafat will visit China next ) week and hold
talks with President Jiang j Zemin, the
Palestinian representative in i Beijing said
Thursday, j The Palestinian president will arrive
on i Monday and hold talks with Jiang later ' in
the day, Mustapha Sapharini said.

\ Arafat will also meet Premier Zhu j Rongji
and Foreign Minister Tang Jiax- uan before
leaving on Wednesday, | The visit comes at a
time of rising tension between Israel and the
Palestinians over the total breakdown of US-
sponsored peace talks.

"The peace process in the Middle East
will be the main topic in their discus- f sion,"
foreign ministry spokesman Tang ' Guogiang
said.

1 fighters

ice killed 12 Tigers.

vere rushed to the area and terrorists fled nd
wounded," the ministry said in a state- .Torist
transmissions confirm 12 terrorists ge number
wounded." rid the rebel attack was probably
aimed at Tiger" anniversary.

rs assassinated a Tamil legislator to mark j)f
suicide bombings.

E, which is leading a campaign for indents
northeast said they marked the 11th 7 suicide
bombing campaign by placing front of pictures
of 145 bombers, tement sent here from their
London office, best show" in the region of
Puthukudiyirup- country where students and
women Tigers g at a Roman Catholic college
grounds.

"China is not a coordinator on the Mid-
dle East question but China is always
concerned about the' situation...and the
development of the peace process," he said.

In order to unblock the stalemate, Israel
and the Palestinians should "implement the
relevant UN Security Council resolutions to
the letter, adhere to the principle of land for
peace and seriously . implement the
agreements that have al- . ready been

reached,” said Tang.

Sapharini said Arafat would sign a se- j ries
of trade cooperation accords with | Chinese
leaders during his wvisit, includ- i ing

agreements involving Chinese pro- |

cts in-the self-rule territories controlled
y Arafat's administration.

Arafat has pledged to declare an inde-
pendent Palestinian state next year if the
Israeli government does not implement

eace accords, a move fiercely opposed
y Israel's right-wing government.

Arafat has visited China 11 times since
1964. His last trip was in 1996.

Meanwhile in Jerusalem, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamim Netanyahu used a

ceremony appointing a new chief of the
Israeli army on Thursday to warn army
officers to stay out of politics, after heated
exchanges in recent weeks.

"It is important to separate the political
function from the military, in order to pre-
serve the values of the Israel Defense Force,
the army of the people and the crucible of
Israeli democracy," Netanyahu said.

The ceremony took place after Israeli
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai earlier
warned generals to limit their involvement
in the deadlocked peace process — the
focus of recent disagreements — to strictly
security issues, the daily Haaretz reported.
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determine the future of the state.

On the India-China border dispute, Zhou
said the next round of talks would be “held
at an appropriate time” and said the talks
should be held in Beijing.

India says China still holds 40,000 sq. km '

of its temritory in Kashmir's Aksai Chin,
while China lays claim to temitory in Aru-

nachal Pradesh. The dispute is left Q...ﬁ,_..

from a brief war in 1962,

Ties began to improve substantially after
that with the holding of more than 10
rounds of Sino-Indian negotiations since
1988. The last round of talks was in 1996.

“Tk e of China’s evacu-

m3> IS _because Aksai Chin
- mo& No % oo Since ancient
55,253 57 % oo Jiechv juni

p o3O HoX ot menn
Zhou said ﬁmﬁsnsz

that China was India’s th

had marred bilateral ties.

wdian leaders
number one™

“Certain personages in India :.Enn accu-

 sations against China, slandering that China

posed a threat to India's security, which

have sabotaged the atmosphere of the
Sino-India relations and rE.Eun En nnwn_.,.

oping of bilateral relations. "
“The Chinese side hopes n.E— the uva._..?
mentioned abnormal situation should be

reversed as early as possible. Buf itis not up.
to the Chinese side. It is up to the doer E .
 undo the knot,” he said.

Defense Minister George nnusumﬂ Hﬁ |

16"

said Eﬂ China was India’s .E.E_ ..n..:....__un.
one,” Zhou added.

el e e

——

The situation worsened Ei_.._hﬂ India _
Justified its surprise m_..,_._au of nuclear testsin .
May with references to “an overt nuclear
weapons state” on its _U.E.n_n_. — a clear ref-

erence to China.

The ruling Bharatiya ._E._w_m Party Satur- :

day rejected Zhou's claims on Aksai Chin
as “unfortunate and regrettable.”



Kazakh-China
oll pipeline
progressing

ALMATY (AFP) - The president of the state
oil concern Kazakhoil said Saturday that work on
an oil pipeline to carry Kazakh crude to China is
progressing as planned.

Nurlan Kapparov said a feasibility study on
the technical and economic aspects of the
pipeline is being conducted by KazTransQil, the
state oil pipeline company, and the Chinese
National Petroleum Company.

The planned 2,822 km oil pipeline would run
from Atyrau in western Kazakhstan to
Alashenkou, China, near China's western border
with the central Asian republic.

The pipeline, which Kapparov estimated will
cost nearly three billion dollars, was one of
several joint investment projects that Chinese
President Jiang Zemin and his Kazakh
counterpart, Nursultan Nazarbayev privately
discussed Saturday.

Jiang confirmed that building the pipeline
carries "exceptional importance for China,"
Nazarbayev said.

%.1>.



8. °f sagms i =il if »&™ n

<.50 8. p-2alR 8f S<g'| gl
[i*"£? WS 3& O («oaClf™
to sr x JJ . T2 3~ r:- 3'.to cr
P_F 2.3 A2
g««o. ufllg 11N W
oS 5j5 'Y S5 Wi s’ 838
a 50,57 i.eraCTQ3
5 Rl 19 P
B*. YT s llIs*
NAnC
[ 3,0, §g> 0 08°S7P
%{gﬁio(é%ﬁs?( 529299 s-3 PN
QLIRS 357 g §5c0 " BL k=r3i
5'®|f <2 S.&9 «c8toa r* @ oo f
g 9. to %3- 5]75-g* ~ 2,0 a%g
*<0%a-~ 00 .-* CL
3 *82-77 cr§g.33 to-a & 3
0 v Kigup0
3*£*ae. 0.0Cr«»s* sr o- a- a™nc
"oQsgI1s3

CrOEfA *.5 o~rC"p §cr t%%-SMl

a’"«»£e.3 8.0 0 3*< « R- |t0V>Ot0§60cio_c§aatodz §SAR " S‘i_ac-«v
f£go~apB-ad."acn " 3 ro”3 vy s e
= g 8 9.9.91.9- r ;jr£2¢
S' [|n.2gPIf||fa 2o £%q an A BBgla* Cl. 8
o <O=‘:_ ‘_e.,K_S-jr 53a a g g EZ/\?,ZOg to 5'S 32ve, r, EV1S
£ E'E'gtﬂ“prrmw : =& B5g°B.0 8BS &r. 3-B3Pg
= o . - -g acLW50 -
EL £ 3" sog  3IQ O o.=0"0b3 w<3(E.C J
& ©8=RE e 5 0 E 52
0 H'E“gz(@ O to " o ET Eﬁ' gﬁcschL*ts’gE”E G R
%qgsm ‘z\:?cz&wg 0.A (=" SE 6 88 |IOS (t)O<C- Vr%?(xg
Eg;nﬂn.ﬁgEO:S%M%Otd E. 58 SSCZ11» 8511]1 Crtao o
1 E—'EEE 8 2R9iMs s "con gg 22 Cr
8 E.- B | o * -
;Q BF— '"0|f' N ; g & ggg&w g& g 30220_7
3 !fig™|itg-|g EE EE-NO 23197 o°8 e C
o g8?gi>I'l;p .55 Jg- ‘B .
iiT B 8- 15.1f e |ta8§8|
2 Its = VRN 0 .8
S,5'S? . gFTg.9 =8 D
S"<gs! fo- 1 3 »go -j E E E-E E
"8 g « i‘?87J S

i
Lrey

§8 57 &S- 3J12.5 7 |tS'&g
& w>o fouw»  s:8ISS E

“[eLIONpPa e Ul

EPSOUPI A, UBIYI ], UT pres A[rep

g.. ? gg E- l'!S.SE_"'.:
pietuty el
i L I e o
v, v GEEMES Rl
£ E‘EE;”'“ ERB E;a‘ EE EEEEEW )
55 BEgip1m EE® SREEoS Es 2o B
b I ] N IR
IR R L HE R

O
&
N

Sr R SU-.r- -.



A

TUESDAY
19 MAY ,1998

Pak foreign
secretary in

Beijing
security talks

BEUL NG (Rtf) i .
A PAKISTAN forelgn ministry official i held
talks Monday in China, a key potential j ally.in
Islamabad’s efforts to drum up sup- ; port for
tougher punishment to India for its * nuclear
tests last week.. ' 1
' The Chinese foreign ministry declined to ¢
give details of the talks between Pakistani [
>Foreign Ministry Secretary Shamshad Ah- 1
med and ministry officials. *
e By '~ “During the visit,
both sides'broadly ex- ; changed views on
international issues and | relevant regional
security issues,” a foreign ( ministry statement
said.-"““This'is part of m normal regular
consultations by the foreign m - ministries of
China and Pakistan,” it said. | Pakistani
diplomats in Beijing said Ah-'; *.med was
expected to meet'Chinese Foreign Minister
Tang Jiaxuan during his three-day meeting that
started Sunday.-H'iinim m. ).i '. i China and
Pakistan have enjoyed a close military
relationship for several decades.”
J Foreign defence ' Analysts “ suspect -that
mChina may have transferred.military tech-
nology >to Pakistan,”'a charge which both
countries deny. i
f.China was likely to try,to. persuade Paki-
, stan not to conduct its ownnuclear tests in
..response to five experimental blasts .by.In-

US, Britain;;::
I
and,Japan |

en: *)(H Vi lifin? . N

urge. restraint

"I Ic Jiv; -fl\-, »|V||AnA“

wn!t' i
THE United States) Britain and,Japan all >
urged Pakistan Monday not to conduct a j
nuclear test in response to last week’s [five
explosions by its arch-rival India, but re-
ceived no. commitment from Islamabad.

US (President Bill, Clinton and Br|t|sh
Prime Minister Tony ; Blair jointly!-tele-*
phoned Prime Minister Nawaz Shanf in Is- i
lamabad from London, “urging a continued ¢
policy of restraint,” a Pakistan government |
statement said. V .

A special envoy of Japanese 'Prime Min- ;
isler Ryutaro Hashimbto met Sharif and m
Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub Khan’jand *
said he had urged Pakistan to show “utmost
restraint.”

Paklstan for its part, v0|ced its"“deep .
.disappointment" at a muted response to In- ;
dia’s nuclear testsfrom the Grout* of* Eight 1
(G-'8).miajorl industrial powersjwbichYin"
eludes' the United|States, BriUdniiindllJav *
pan. , V- e mm

Leaders of G-8, the seven wealthy in- I
dustrialized states now joined .by /RuSsia, ;
met in England at the weekend .arid con-. j
demned India for its tests but dld pbl agree ¢
on any sanctions. ¢ m;r

The Pakistani statement quoted Sharif as 'm
telling Clinton and Blair that “the.failure of
great powers to condemn India'and’apply '
across-the-board sanctions” worild send the. >
wrong signals to New Delhi and could even
act as an encouragement. ¢ e¢j") ItebU’iA . '
“Under these circumstances, for G-8 to;
ask Pakistan to exercise restraint .was mis-;
directed as it demonstrated insensitivity to
a critical situation that threatened our very
.existence,” Sharif was quoted as paying).

" White ;House"spokesman Mike McCuiriy
told reporters in London after the 30-minute .
telephone call that Clinton and Blair had “a
good conversation” with:Sharifiin jwhich i
they “set but the case for not testing a nu- ;
clear device”,*They said that a decision not
.to test would.be strongly supported/by,;the
ntemational community,” McCyijy said/1
*Sharif made no. cgmmitmenls/He-did ex- ;
Jain the difficult situation.he./acessas he m
wrestles witn the issue." -McCuhysaid ;
Blair "and 'Clinton “argued 'thaf"Pakistan"
might emerge stronger gnd with a better
security Situation if it electe”pW'foTest. M t
. the Pakistani statement said Sharif con-
veyed Pakistan’? outrage at the Indian tests ,
and told the US and .'British 'lgadcrsthat
“while hb would riot act in haste, his actions |
would be' in.consonance'with'tfte best in-"
terests of Pakistan’s sovereignty and integ-*
rity." The Japanese envoy, Seiichiro’Nobo-
ru, told a news conference that he delivered
a letter from Hashimoto to Sharif and asked
the Pakistani leadership “to exercise the ut-
most restraint in this situation.*!J . » ! «e -
Asked if Japan had promised any pack-
age to Pakistan if it refrained fibm nuclear
tests, Noboru said restraint could ‘Intensify
efforts for economic cooperation/’The Pa-
Kistan foreign ministry said earlier it had
summoned heads of missions, of G-8 coun-
tries to “convey Pakistan’s deep dasqu

nAaintmMmant at tha vans miitad raennancen
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Krngdom to strengthen
military ties with China

(Continued from Page One)

leaders of encouraging the latest eruption of Middle
East violence. Prince Sultan responded: “The
American leadership, officials and even the companies
which are working with us — and most of them are
represented by Congress — should understand that
we’ll not tolerate such statements.”

Major US firms are among those angling for a stake
in Saudi Arabia’s upstream gas and downstream oil
industry as it opens the sector to foreign companies. “It
is bad timing. The economy is opening up more to
private foreign investors and it is a very lucrative
market,” one said, referring to the House of
Representatives resolution.

said. Asked to comment on the new US proposal to
establish peace in the Middle East, Prince Sultan said:
“The first comment on this should be made by
Palestinians. But | believe that it won’t be a positive
solution at all until Jerusalem is brought under Palestinian
sovereignty.”

He confirmed that Crown Prince Abdullah had taken
a strong stand on the Palestinian issue during talks with
Clinton and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. Prince
Sultan hinted at the Kingdom’s plan to strengthen
military cooperation with China and revive the Saudi-
Chinese Joint Commission. He said Malaysia had
expressed its readiness to import more oil from Saudi
Arabia.

“There are a lot of investment opportunities in the

Up to 500 US companies have invested more than $6 Kingdom,” the prince said, adding that Riyadh preferred
billion in Saudi Arabia, mostly in oil and gas. The value of investment cooperation with Arab and Islamic states.
US exports to Saudi Arabia in the first half of this year stood ‘This does not mean we change our policy toward Europe
at $2.85 billion, about 60 percent down on the same period or the United States or Russia or China... but our
in 1998. US imports in the same period stood at $7.15 expansion to other regions will strengthen our security in
billion, official US figures show. : v ;m/. Addressing a news terms of trade and development,” he explained. He said
conference in Kuala; Lumpur on Monday, Prince Sultan Chinese officials had told him that they had no objection
saluted - the stone-throwing Palestinian fighters.'" “Don’t to the Kingdom’s cooperation with Chinese Muslims
_O underestimate them. . They have generated the concern of estimated at more than 20 million.

the whole world...Arabs have now united bn every small and

» mmmmy Dig iSSUES.”
\

=
Q)

“We should not be afraid over the stand of US
Congress, and | believe that American interests are not
Served by the Congress stand... because there are vital’
American interests in Arab countries,’s’ he

He emphasized the significance of Offset Programs
and stated that the Chinese, Korean and Malaysian
companies winning major Saudi contracts should invest
not less than 45 percent in the Kingdom. “All have agreed
with this principle,” he added. (Agencies)
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Chlnese Imani passes away

BENING (AFP) « v* : -'8"iliu-

A Chinese Islamic leader and former,relig- ious.
representative has died, the official Xinhua
news agency said on Friday.,

Imam Al-Haj Salah An Shlwel 79, pres-' |dent
of the Islamic Association of China, passed away
on Tuesday in Beijing and his funeral was held
Friday in accordance with Muslim tradition. .

L >

Li Ruihuan, chairman of the national

Committee of the Chinese People’s Politi

cal Consultative Conference (CPPCC), and
ajriumbSr of) other high-ranking officials offered
thei/"condolences’” to the family, Xinhua
s a i d . .

1 An Shiwei, born 1919, was an influen- tial figure
in religious circles both at home and abroad,
Xinhua said.

He started working for the Islamic Association
of China in 1956 and had served as a member and
standing committee member of the CPPCC
national committee since 1978, it said.

iChinese | |mam dies [

j BEIJING — Imam Al-Haj Salah An j Shiwei, who

rose from being die leader of ,

. a Beijing mosque to the head of China’s '
state-backed Islamic Association, has died.

He was 79. The imam, who had been ill for >0

* several months, died last week in Beijing. . ,

L]

He was buried in accordance with Muslim i

tradition at a funeral on Friday attended by
religious' leaders and Communist Party and"L
government officials,’ the state-run Xinhua

j
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Chinese diplomat set to _mmﬁ,i

w=no ShiTong

By Habib Shaikh
Arab News Staff

JEDDAH, Jan. 16 — A diplomat friend
of Saudi Arabia is set to leave with a
promise to work for the further develop-
ment of relations between the Kingdom
and his country wherever he is.

“I have been in the Middle East for more
than 20 years, and consider myself a close
friend of the Arab people, and Saudi Ara-
bia,” Zhao Shi Tong, the first consul gen-
eral of the People’s Republic of China in
Jeddah, told Arab News today. He is about
to leave the Kingdom soon at the end of his
term of office. He came to Jeddah from

ﬂb)\&ﬁ

Riyadh when the Chinese Consulate Gen

eral was opencd here nearly three u__n:.u
ago. Zhao, who has been in the foreign
service for the last 32 years, said that he
spent a very fruitful and prosperous period
in the Kingdom and received good coop-
eration from the government authorities
and busincssmen.

He said that more than 20 leading Chi-
nesc companics will take part in a solo trade
exhibition to be held in Jeddah in March.
“This is symbolic of the developing ties
between the two countries,” he added.

Mecanwhile, Muzaffar Majid has taken
over as consul from Bashir Baxi Lin, who

" also is transferred.
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| China may ratify nuclear safety convention ™

BENJING, Feb. 29 (R) — Chinese of-.norms, Huang said. Experts from the Vicri- «
ficials, confident that their nuclear power na-based IAEA recently conducted a thrcc-*
stations meet world safety standards, have week assessment of Chinese nuclear safety
recommended parliament” ratify an inter-'Supervision and had given the National
national safety convention,' the Xinhua news 'Nuclear ' Safety’ Administration passing
agency said today. grades, Xinhua said. )

“Chinese nuclear power stations have  China, whose fast economic growth has
been built and have been operating in ac-stoked an increasing appetite for electricity, .
cordance with Chinese laws and regulations has said it has no choice but to develop nu-
on nuclear safety and international stan-clear power, despite growing anti-nuclear
dards,” senior nuclear safety official Huang sentiment in the industrialized world.
Qitao, was quoted by Xinhua as saying. , In_Hong Kong, which lies near China's

“The stations have passed safety assess- Daya Bay reactor, activists and the media
ments by the International Atomic Energy have repeatedly questioned Chinese nuclear
Agency,” said Huang, director of the Na-safety standards and criticized plans to build
tional Nuclear Safety Administration. more nuclear plants in  neighboring

The State Council, China's cabinet, au- Guangdong province. Parliamentary approval
thorized Huang's adiminstration to submit to of the IAEA convention would underscore
the National People's Congress an IAEA China's commitment to nuclear safety and
nuclear safety convention for ratification international ~atomic cooperation, Huang
during its annual session beginning on March asserted.’ “Ratification of the convention will
5, Xinhua said. also enable China to further improve its

China, one of 62 signatories to the 1994 nuclear safety,” he said. , Meanwhile, snows
IAEA convention, had coordinated efforts by are starting to melt in western China but are
its energy, nuclear safety, environmental and still hampering aid to tens of thousands of
health authorities to bring regulations and Tibetan herders facing starvation after deaths
standards in line with international of the yaks that pro-

vide most of thefcncM?, officials said to- jV

day. Aid .convoys. can ..leave about once vi
every 10 days to take food and fuel to the »
estimated 60,000 Tilpetan herders trapped

by snowstorms in rprpote mountains of Yu- V.
snu prefecture in western Qinghai province,

a government official said by telephone.

Officials hope to serfd the next convoy _

next week and have already airdrop lé
tons of food and firewood to hen in
Yushu, 3,500 meters.(11,000 ft) above sea ~
level, the official said from the provincial
capital, .Xining. The herders have been
pummeled by the, severest winter for years
on the plateau on the roof of the world. N'-V
“We are sending them, grain and flour,
but Tibetans need to , eat’meat so that they
can live at these altitudes and in their nor-
mal harsh conditions,” the official said. »
“But there is viftually.no meat since their
| aks and sheep died of cold, so the people

.lave less energy and are becoming weak,”
rhe said. “They.have less resistance to sur-
vive.” The last convoy of food was sent to
the area; 200 km (500 miles) from Xining,
before the Chinese lunar'new year on Feb.
,19 hesaid.->: rwlv

S*»

Assaf to lead delegation at
Saudi-Chinese meeting

RIYADH, Feb. 24 (SPA) — Finance'and
National Economy Minister Dr. lbrahim Al-
Assaf will leave here on Monday for Beijing
to lead the Kingdom's delegation to the first
meeting of the Saudi-Chinese Joint
Commission.

A mutual agreement on promoting and
protecting investments as well as a mem-
orandum of understanding for cooperation
between King Abdul Aziz City for Science
and Technology (KAACST) and the Chinese
Corporation for Science and Technology will
be signed at the meeting.

The Beijing talks will explore new areas if
cooperation between the two countries in
Economic, trade, investment and technical ¢
"ields including ways of boosting trade ex-
change and joint ventures and exchanging
information and expertise in energy, training,
roads and transportation.

The two-day meeting is held on the basis
of &' joint" agreement bn ‘economic; trade,’
investment and.- technical cooperation’ signed | . b

U/ by the two Countries in 1993. The Chinese- At

e ~

side, will be. presided-ovet at the. meeting bv

Dr. Ibrahim Al-As'saf ti

the minister of economic relations and foreign*Abdullah -Al-Quwa'iz and Deputy Minister ~

trade'.

A seminar on investment opportunities in
both countries will be held on the sidelines ofof foreign affairs;
the meeting. The Saudi House for Investmenteconomy;
Services (SHIS) and a number ofmunications;
businessmen'  will
seminar on investment prospects
Kingdom.

The Saudi delegation will include Dr. Saleh
Al-Adl, president of KAACST, Saudi
Ambassador to Beijing Yousuf Maghrebi, u
Deputy Minister for Economic Affairs Dr.

in theof Youth

for Industrial Affairs Mubarak Al-lead. m . :

A number of officials from the ministries
finance and national
education;

commerce;
present papers at thepetroleum and mineral resources; Presidency
Welfare,
Organization, Saudi Basic Industries Cor-

com-
and

planning;
information;

Saudi  Railways

ration and SHIS as well as more than 35
essmen representing chambers of
commerce and industry in different parts of

the Kingdom will also accompany the Sau-

di minister. _
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WAV O oA ‘up with over 200 join.-venture proposals, - di gfﬂgﬂmﬂ
< B N which are contained in a booklet entitled  se * @ . Q;H.Bn@a-_oa
“Forcign Economic & Technical Coop- th' 2 ,, _w® | @ oo W -
RIYADH, Feb. 28 — Iiamoy  ©  cration Projects of Gansu Province.” Hu- BSm YY5 6w xtiles Import
mote bilateral cooperation especia +©) | aixiao also suggested that China may be X oo KW s ® tion today in
oil and ical sector, C2 interested in setting up a plastic fibre belt Dotz 22 o & Y¥a headed Fi-
further discussions wi< % plant in Saudi Arabia. D0 & ,nle 2 Moo Minister Dr.
officials over th jsible joinkj =, He added that a joir  ofure projectto S o ' $8 7 v
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of state-owned %EEM J= projects identified by  * him £ 0 > -l b - O
nical upgrading > 2 project to () mA include opening of ao 5 ipese 1 |n_,|2 .mww .I@q.mnm = VAN =
500,000 fon ethy® Dt ! setting up of a subsidiy" 3 of Gan ©wE A _n_,m__ Y
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\E.ur_ﬁ_._ Governor Prince Majed, flanked by senior Chinese ....:._Eu_u. _oor__..n at some exhibits n_:“___-n_m:- Trade Expo "96

Ma Hmm opens Chin

(Photo by Abdullah Ateeq)

96

in China and that the countrys develop-
ment was fast, especially in the ﬂ.nEa of
textiles and consumer products.

The China Expo "96 is showcasing the
pro“ucts of 65 corporations and enterprises
from i4 Chinese provinces and E._EH__U_-
iics. One of the exhibition’s organizer's |
said that the aim of the expo was to enhance
the potential of bilateral trade, strengthen
cooperation on investment and further pro-
mote the economic development of the two
countrics. He added that the Chinese par-
ticipants were ready to establish good busi-
ness connections with their Sandi counter-
parts and explore better ways of importing
and exporting as well as ways of economic
and technological cooperation between the
twio sides.
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trade volume
up 33.5 percent

>.-a
By Riyadh Daily Staff

RIYADH - The two-way trade be-
tween China and Saudi Arabia, totalling
$1,268 million, increased 33.5 percent
during the January-October period, up
33.5 percent compared to the same peri-
od last year, according to-an embassy
press releasc.

The volume comprised 40 percent of
China's total trade with GCC countries.

The Kingdom's imports from China
totalled $598 million, up 8 percent from
last year. The Kingdom's exports to Chi-
na touched $670 million, up 69.3 per-
cent from last year.

Saudi Arabia has trade surplus of $72
million and is China's biggest trading
partner in the region.
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By Bern Hallaway
Special to Saudi Gazette

JEDDAH, Dec 14
CHINA is ready to send qualified techni-

cians and labourers to be employed in the |

Kingdom, Hu Jingyan, deputy director-
general of the Foreign Investment Ad-
ministration in China, said here today.

Opening the Saudi-China Investment
and Trade Seminar organised by the Chi-
nese Ministry of Foreign Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation, and the Jeddah
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Hu
Jin noted that good prospects exist in
Euwﬂw development of labour contract-
ing between Saudi Arabia and China.

“China has a qualified team of techni-
cians and abundant labour resources and
Saudi Arabia is the largest market of la-
bour contracting in the Mid-east. These
factors constitute basic conditions for bi-
lateral cooperation,” Hu Jingyan said.

He also spoke of the great potential that
exists in the development of bilateral ec-
onomic and trade relations between the
two countries. Saudi Arabia, he said, has
abundant capital resources, and China
boasts rich labour resources and a big
market.

“The Chinese government is willing to
develop economic and trade cooperation,

and | am convinced that the bilateral
frienc  relationships and economic
coope tion will reach a new height un-
der thy concerted efforts of both govern-
ment> Hu Jingyan said.

The ™ :wo-day seminar coincides with
the visit of the Chinese Investment and
Trade delegation. Members of the delega-
tion come from nine Chinese provinces
and cities. They brought with them 200
" e ent projects.

»e that during the seminar, busi-
ople from both countries can im-
reir understanding of each other
extensive contacts so that a solid
ion-will be laid for future cooper-
{u Jingyan said.

ing on behalf of the Jeddah
T of Commerce and Industry, Dr
mad Abualjudail, assistant secre-
teral for industrial and commer-
¢ , trs, said the Kingdom values its

i o ship with China, and aims to en-
nance. : further. :

“Our trade has been growing,
can inc ease it more,” he added.
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: Petrolube inks
/$18-million deal

with

Chinese firm

BENING, Dec. 21 (SPA)
PETROLUBE, an affiliate of Petromin,
signed yesterday an agreement with a
Chinese company for the marketing of its
products in China. The five-year agreement
is worth $18 million.

The agreement was signed by Petro-
lube’s executive president Ahmed Bara-
sheed, and Chin Ching Yung on behalf of
the Chinese company, Bengwenda Industry
Investment.

The ceremony was attended by the Saudi
Ambassador to China, Yousef Al- Madani,
and a number of semor Chinese officials.

Under the agreement, Petr min will
export 30,000 tonnes of oil and .ubricants
to China under its brand name. The
quantities of the marketed products will
increase annually by 20 percent.

Addressing a press conference, Saudi
Ambassador Yousef Al-Madani said the
agreement comes within the framework of
the existing economic and commercial
cooperation between the Kingdom and
China.

\hmed Barasheed said this agreement i
nstitutes a. new era for the developed of
commercial cooperation be- ween Saudi Arabia
and China.

He noted that the Chinese market is one of the
biggest markets <nd added that "Petrolube is the
sole Saudi company that has signed such a big
agreement , outside the local market.”

He pointed out that Petrolube is the pi-

oneering company in the Kingdom and the Mid-

east for lubricants.

Petrolube which has factories in Jeddah,
Riyadh and Jubail, is capable of producing more
than 6.5 million barrels of lubricants and eight
million tonnes of grease, he said.

He added that "the products of Petrolube,
which are exported to more than 30 countries,
than 60 percent of i the
requirements of the local market*. i Barasheed
said that under the agreement the Chinese
company will be the sole agent of Petrolube in
China and it will undertake the responsibility
of importing and distributing products that

meet more

carry the mark of Petromin in China.

Chin Ching Yung hoped that the
agreement will open new horizons in ec-
onomic cooperation between the Kingdom
and China.

« He hoped that the quantities of the marketed
products of Petromin in China. 11 soon
increase. ' " |i



ffiw

wngoQ cr
Q-A
CbcCz
W*/\
5-.E¢.313 P 8,0.1 W

0-"p

g.0.8 <.

.nroot3g29-C
&5c¢cp

"S-HF£g ?|g
S<g g’E'g-S

Q

=

TD &3 go 2 »n So

an
9
0

= )
n_a aily Staff

g -
~. chairm

OOM Mus

personne! to cxchange vie

of com: on concerns so a
friendly relations of coc
tween two countries, a pre;
sued by the Chinese’ Embaz

day said.

al

(&
(&)

€S

nese delegat

mm

OOQ.a?CDa

co g g 20<-Hu

t=»

2-a0Cho Ffo.o

N-

\N .



China keen on boosting ties, says aide

F N ot & :

wrw By Riyadh Daily Staff w \ Lﬁ# Economic and trade ties with the talks in September 1996 at the United
Kingdom he said, were improving. In  Nations, where they to hold fre-

RIYADH - The Peoples Republic of 1995 bilateral trade between the two  quent talks to intensify efforts to pro-
China (PROC) is keen to promote its bi-  countries exceeded $1.2 billion. There is  mote GCC-China ties on bilateral and
lateral relations with the Kingdom and a greater scope of its further expansion, multilateral matters. L ]

he added. i He said he had invited Al-Hujailan to

Council (GCC). On the question of setting up a joint  visit China. 3 FIRAE
This was stated by PROC Vice Minis-  oil refinery in China, the vice minister Referring to the GCC stand on Tai-
ter of Foreign Affairs Tian Zengpei at a  said: "The ﬂﬁ._uoam._ is still being studied  wan, the vice minister said: "GCC coun-
ress conference here Thursday. He said by China. Although China produced tries deserve Eﬁﬁwﬁw for their strong

the countrics of the Gulf Cooperation

is delegation held talks with GCC Sec-  about 150 million tons of oil in 1996, it a:ﬁuﬁon for one China policy." .
retary General Jameel Al-Hujailan and  still imported oil for its expanding indus- reply to a question i said
Assistant Foreign Minister Abdulrahman  trial projects. Saudi Arabia is an impor-  that Beijing has halted its plans.to.twild
Mansouri on wide-ranging subjects in  tant source of oil supply to China." a nuclear power plant in Iran following 3.
order to promote harmonious relations in Referring to his.talks with Al Hujai- rusal of its .nuclear export. a8
many fields. . e . = -. lan, he said, it was is a follow up to his re are some specific issues which are

. - : unseitled between the two countries, he

added. "

He also refuted speculations of the
Western media about billions of dollars
of Chinese arms sales to foreign coun-
tries. "These reports are unfounded
just rumors,” he added. | 2

He said China's policy to it its
nuclear technology is based on fact
that it should be used for peaceful pur-

poses.
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Chinese Consulate
to celebrate
national day

By Habib Shaikh
Arab News Staff

JEDDAH, Sept. 27 — The Consulate
General of China in Jeddah will celebrate
the Chinese National Day with a literal fo-
cus on the progress and development
achieved by the country in different sectors
in the last 45 years.

“There will be an exhibition of large-
size, mostly color and some black and
white, photographs recently received from
China during the official reception at my
residence tomorrow, ” Consul General Gao
Shi Tong told Arab News today.

He said that the number of Saudis want-
ing to visit China is rising; and interest in
doing business and making investments is
also increasing.

Last year, the bilateral trade totaled $700
million, with Chinese exports to Saudi
Arabia worth $405 million, and imports
from the Kingdom totaling $295 million.

“We would like to increase import of
products from Saudi Arabia, enhance ec-
onomic relations and strengthen traditional
ties,” he said, and added, “China is also an
oil producing country and would like to
strengthen relations with Saudi Arabia in
this sector.”

Gao Shi Tong said that China has dip-
lomatic relations with 159. countries and
considers Saudi Arabia as an important
partner. “We share common interests and
believe in peaceful co-cxistencc,” he added.

After diplomatic ties were established
between the two countries on July 21,1990,
official visits from both sides have in-
creased. Prime Minister Li Peng visited the
Kingdom last year, so did Vice Premier Li
Langing. In June, Vice Foreign Minister
Tien Ching Piy paid a visit.

" From the Saudi side, Minister of Com-
merce Dr. Soliman Al-Solaim, Minister of
Petroleum and Mineral Resources Hisham
Nazer, and Minister of Industry and Elec-
tricity Abdul Aziz Al-Zamil, have visited
China. '

Saudi Arabia will be one of the countries
taking part in the Gulf Week to be held in
Beijing in May next year. It will include
exhibitions, presentation of folk arts and
crafts, and seminars, all focusing on the ; Gulf
states.

According to the consul general, some J big
Saudi companies are studying the Chinese
market.

Some 21 companies from six Chinese
provinces will be participating in the Life-
style ‘94 exhibition to be held in Jeddah
next month, representing from foodstuff,
to light machinery and electrical
equipment

In November, a solo exhibition will be
held in Riyadh, with 130 Chinese com-
panies displaying goods from light to
heavy industry.

He said that the photographs will give
an idea of the potentialities that exist in
China, its place in history, and
international polities. Ce e

The pictorial presentation includes such
historical photographs as Chairman Mao
Zedong proclaiming the founding of the
central peoples’ government of the PRC
from the Tiananmen Rostrum in Beijing
on Oct. 1,1949. .

Another such photograph is that of the
signing on Dec. 19, 1984, of the joint
statement by the governments of China and i
Britain concerning the return of Hong Kong to
China.

The photographs reflect the country’s
achievements in science and technology,
education, culture, agriculture,
aquaculture, and youth activities.

An eye-catching photograph is that of
the Nanguan Mosque in Yinchuan, capital
of Ningxia Hui, which has some 4,000
mosques. Not only is it picturesque, but
also says a lot about the massive number
of Muslims and Muslim life in China.
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s «io 0 e ¢stotake part in Beijing world fair

By Habib Shaikh

A-V

- JEDDAH, May | — A sizable number of
leading Saudi Arabian companies will be
mking part in the Beijing International
Muslim Economic and T Fair '93 to be
held from June 12-16.

"The participants' optimism was o,
on the fact that a large number of hig =
ﬁﬂnﬁagﬁ been visiting the o.;\./ '

ate general of the [
Republic of China in Jeddah", G x_
Tong, the first consul general toliw—
News today.
Tong said the serious inquirie

would be exhibitors covered ;|

ranging from steel to textiles “theto =
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Gao Shi Tong

entific and technical cooperation, contract-
in %ntbnﬂ..:m and labor services™ he

The exhibition, which will be held at the
__nn‘.."._nﬁ"_.u__ﬂ..____ _ﬁn_____ﬁr will have on
oecial, high quality products rang-
n g, L machinery to chemical, industrial,
O « products, textiles, clothing, oils,

fl

cereals, foodstuff, arts and crafts, medical
appliances and health care services.

It will also include an international sem-
inar on “Economic and Trade Cooperation
Between China and Islamic Countries and
Arcas,” which will be addressed by experts
from China as well as abroad. !
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with Korean businessmens

China invites Kingdom’s
businessmen to visit

ByK.S. Ramkumar
Arab News Staff

JEDDAH, Nov. 21—A visiting Chinese
trade mission has invited Saudi businessmen
to visit the world’s most populous country
and see the multi-directional progress it is
making, following the implementation of the
policy of economic reform.

Li Xiumei, deputy director of China
Council for the Promotion of International
Trade, and leader of the Chinese delegation
extended the invitation at a news conference
at the opening of Lifestyle '93 here last
night.

Asked whether the invitation has been
accepted, she said: “Yes, the visit is ex-
pected to materialize early next year.”

The Chinese mission, comprised of more

than 100 companies, has put up a big pa-
vilion at the week long international trade
fair comprising ldeal Home, Childworld,
Fashionworld, light industries and handi-
craft, which was inaugurated by Jeddah's
Mayor Dr. Khaled Abdul Ghani.
. Xiumei, who was accompanied by Am-
bassador Sun Bigan and Consul General
Gao Shi Tong, said that the main objective
of staging the exhibition’s biggest pavilion
is to demonstrate the country’s de-
termination to further enlarge and develop
its economic and trade cooperation with the
Kingdom.

“The Kingdom and China are large mar-
kets in Asia’s foreign trade. Hence, with die
joint effort of businessmen from the two
sides, there will surely be vast prosperity in
trade cooperation,” she said.

The two countries have a long history of
friendship and trade, with rapid progress
made in business and technological coop

eration ever since the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between the two sides, the
ambassador said.,

“The pavilion gives a glimpse of the ec-
onomic achievements China has made, and
the potentials in foreign trade since the
country implemented the policy of reform
and opening to .the outside world,” explained
Bigan.

“We were determined to show our pres-
ence in a big way, following the successes of
the China trade exhibitions in Riyadh, Jeddah
and Dhahran between 1989 and 1992,” said
Xiumei.’

The pavilion displays the mission mem-
bers’ new products and techniques. Most of
the participants are.looking for local agents
and distributors.

With a view to introducing and promoting
Chinese history and fractional culture,
Chinese folk arts and crafts are also on show.
.They include Dunhuang art, a tea culture
show, and traditional furniture.

Following the policy of reform, Xiumei
said, a complete ; rationally distributed,
large-scale modem industrial system has
been established. .

Not only have such traditional industries
as coal mining, iron and steel, textiles and
other light industries, been greatly strength-
ened, but new industries including auto-
mobile, petrochemicals, nuclear energy,
aeronautics and computers have also been
firmly established.

“Today’s China is not only able to man-
ufacture aircraft, Automobiles, ships and
precision machine tools, and whole plants for
mining, synthetic ammonia production and
electricity generation, it Is also man-
ufacturing and launching various manmade
satellites, smelting some 1,400 types of steel
and rolling some 20,000 specifications of
steel,” she added.
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Bilateral trade with
China up by 25% in 1994

By Habib Shaikh
Arab News Staff

JEDDAH, Jan. 6 — Bilateral trade be
tween China and Saudi Arabia increased about
20 percent to 25 percent in tho period January-
Octobcr 1994, as compared to the same period
a year earlier, according to Gao Shi Tong,
consul general in Jeddah.

"The main exports to the Kingdom included
light machinery, textiles, garments, and
metals,” Gao Shi Tong told Arab News
yesterday. “Imports from Saudi Arabia in-
cluded fertilizers, chemical products, wheat and
oil products,” he added.

He said that China’s economy is developing
rapidly. "We registered an 11 percent growth in
GNP last year, and die volume of trade with
foreign countries reached $230 billion,” he
stressed.

China produced 160 million tonnes of oil
last year and 1.80 million cars. It plans to
increase the number of car production to 6
million by the year 2010.

The consul general said that to meet the
increasing need for oil, China signed an
agreement with the Kingdom last year to
import between 3 million tonnes to 3.5 'million
tonnes of oil. “We will continue to increase the
import of fertilizer and other petroleum
products as well,” he said.

He said that relations between China and
Saudi Arabia are developing progressively.
According to him, many Saudi businessmen are
visiting China to explore op-, portunities for
trade and investment.

“China is continuing its reforms in state

enterprises and making efforts to strengthen
market economy,"” he said, and added, "Chinese
companies are ready for investments in Saudi
Arabia ana welcome Saudi businessmen to
invest in Chinese provinces."

He said that China is a huge market, and
many Western companies are already building
enterprises there. The number of foreign joint
ventures in China exceeds 100,000. Some 26
countries have opened bank branches in China,
and Shanghai alone has 330 offices of foreign
companies.

Gao said that the National Commercial
Bank has expressed desire to open a branch in
China and a delegation will be visiting the
country for discussions.

Welcoming the proposed idea of holding a
Saudi exhibition in China later this year, he said
that this will go to strengthen relations between
the two countries. Details for the show are being
worked out

Gao said that China plans to hold a solo
trade exhibition in Jeddah in November. “It will
be the biggest Chinese exhibition so far, with
big Chinese companies taking part," he said.

He said that encouraged by last year’s
results, Jiangsu Province will hold another trade
show at the Al Hamra Center in Jeddah in
March. “All these activities will help boost the
bilateral relations to new heights,” he
commented. He said that China has been
making stable progress in all fields, and added
that the world women’s conference will be held
in Beijing in the autumn.

Al-Mukairish & Al-Mawashi
strike Chinese livestock deal

ByWahib Ghorab
Arab News Staff

JEDDAH, Dec. 27 Four Chinese
government companies specializing in the
export of sheep and foodstuffs have signed deal
with Al-Mukairish-and Al-Mawashi, two Saudi
companies specializing in livestock business,
which are currently completing the procedures
for their merger. Under the agreement the two
companies would import all the live sheep the
Chinese firms export to the Middle East. The
deal is said to be about SR500 million.

The four Chinese companies have to export
two million head of sheep at the minimum
during three years starting form the beginning
of 1995, sources of Al-Mawashi said.

Sources of Al-Mukairish refused to give
further details about the size of die deal or its
value, as they do not want to divulge such
business secrets for fear of competition. A
Chinese trade delegation had visited the
Kingdom in the beginning of the current
month. It included representatives of Chinese
livestock companies.

Representatives if die Chinese firms held
talks with a number of Saudi companies
specializing in livestock business'But at the
end. thev decided to strike the deal with

considered the largest of Saudi firms operating
in the field. Sales.of Al-Mukairish is estimated
at about SRI billion annually and its market
share absorbs around 30 percent Al-Mawashi, a
Saudi joint stock company, had decided to
merge with Al-Mukairish a few months ago,
after a group of Saudi businessmen dominated
over 64 percent of its shares.

Prince.Walid ibn Talal, Businessman
Sulaiman Abanami and Olayan Company
purchased Al-Mawashi last October. Earlier it
was owned by National Shipping Company. At
that time, the deal cost over SRI 04 million.

Attempts at merging die two companies
came at a time when Al-Mukairish was trying
to create well-equipped sale centers with an
investment of SR30 million. At die same time,
Al-Mawashi has been trying to expand its
activities to the Gulf market in addition to the
Kingdom. It had already expanded its activities
to Kuwait and Emirates. The merger will enable
the new company to control the market which
imports millions of sheep annually from Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Turkey, Syria, Sudan and
other countries. The entry of Chinese
companies to the Saudi market would further
toughen the competition among sheep exporters
from all countries and provide
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orpsmmo vehicles to enter local market

w Entgﬁ&&n.dﬁ
R ggiﬁgg& mmn.. :

wu“w.w&rugumﬁn " into the Kingdom.-. = - “standards of the Chinese company con- i
w:;&m masnmﬁnﬂ.&a *. Fahd Al-Theman,’ Vice. chairman of - EHEEE“BE&&RSEE

cles manufactured in the Peoples Repub- Enn”._ﬂnﬁm_a wnnﬁﬂ__wnamn noEuﬂ\. (SASO). 2
lic of China are expected to hit the roads  0Y» paper Chinese com:" Theman
of the Kingdom by the end of this year. Ewﬁaagasﬁageaaﬁauh.séﬁ H_En _"ﬁﬁ;..ﬁ__a&ﬂ%
A’ contract has been signed by the E&Rgmﬂasnmﬁng O i1 900 it &“Enﬂ.
Kingdom's Al-Rashid.and Al-Theman  the vehicles | %& 75 uwgmsa.m!a_umﬁr 5
and China's First Automobile man owing ci . company also m:
nﬁuwmunnﬂvmuw whereby. the noﬁﬂusﬂ_h e, months of talks and studying the situa- wn“wnn“g < wlﬁﬁﬁ“@nﬁa _.nu&_mom
the distributors in the _Em%a for the ~ tion cf the Saudi market,. EnQsan_.E.o___EB..n.\u,.na.___u_n,...s._an T,
| Chinese fimm. " %, " company named ARRgghid -and SAk" 0 e pdom, the AL,
..%&ummmbﬂm HQFEQEEwBEmwﬂEEEnLEBnE !E.
:ﬁggugﬁngg u%hmna.xi muﬂ %éﬁ.%gﬁﬁﬂngﬁnggn.
BunngE;ﬂnuEnESoﬂﬂﬂgnm.oB. nese company about mOAts. " gy for Syria and Morocco, he said and -
— . == -| added the main- showroom :in Riyadh
will be set up on an area of about 5,000
square meters on Khureis Road. = -
“Ammangements are also under way 10

= - -| market the vehicles in the various. cities
= > - A of the Kingdom, Al-Theman said. ; :
\\L ==l (et mnuﬂnnﬁﬂnrngngq

has been successfully marketing its
products in the United Arab Emirates
since two years and the vehicles have -
uﬁﬂcﬂiﬁﬂﬁgﬁg




M. Ghazanfar Ali Khan i
=% N the oil refinery begins to operate, more Asked about the bilateral economic re- i

Arab News Staff . ° :»
-y Saudi oil will be needed. From then on, lations, Dimo pointed out that some more

RIYADH, July 23 —Amid ively  China's imports from Saudi Arabia will be  important delegations will visit China |
3 i Ao L 220 0% o in foresecable future ly later this - R

narua&_ s e e e e L ‘petrochem-- year, "It is for the closer Coop-
tries serving as potential outlets **~ " "Chi importin . year, "It is for certain i coop- .
for crude oil, Saudi Arabia in ion . Em%iggmﬂg._gﬁggggg ;
i&mﬂb&-«&gg%?aﬂ.g Saudi Arabia besides pro-- .countries will be promising in future,” he ~ si
Co. will build a §1.5 billion oil refinery in  gressively seeking to boost its oi . ; . y :
. China's eastern coastal areas. "'~ from -the Kingdom", said Dimo, while  Itis important to note in this context that i
Wi

- With a capacity to refine over 200,000 ° speaking to Arab News
> ith 18 oil fields in production presently,  growing steadily since the establishment of

g .

" China has made considerable progress

i ion and production countricsin 1990, -

two of the four off-shore operations, ' Refemring to the China's customs sta- .,

ational  Bohai Oil field alone producing one million tistics, he said that anto.i&qﬂn has
oil : reached $697 million during 1993, of which

a six- China's export to Saudi Arabia amounted to

8!
mn ~ diplomatic relations between these two

China's trade with Saudi Arabia has been 3

Eo.__h_ Govermnment. : 3 ferring to recent visit of
member Chinese delegation to Saudi Arabia  $578 million and the Chincse imports ac- S

.voaongnﬁor_mv.s consultations oum.nomn:_w._b exchange experience in the - counted for $118 million.
i i i ini " fields of desert exploration and the con- "Though these figures are still small, yet

- with Chinese officials including Minister of 3
i i sequent possibility of oil findings with Sau- . they have already doubled those recorded in ]

. Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation

- u Yi, , whi *. di Aramco, Dimo said that "the final details = 1990, said Counselor Dimo showing con-
.when Saudi Commerce Minister Dr. Su- - ofthe

leiman Al-Solaim visited China", said = However the reports published following Chinese textile, garments, carpets, toys, .

project is still to be worked out”. - victions about the potential Saudi market for a

Zhang Dimo, economic & commercial. W&a. of Saudi Minister of Commerce electronics, houschold electrical appliances, d

* counselor at the People's Republic of Chi- . Suleiman Al-Suleim indicate that Saudi  medical chemicals and hard-
. na's Embassy. _ _* Aramco will hold 45 perccat of equity share  ware. D“m ./..{\.ul\ﬁﬁ

Later its was confirmed that starting . whereas the Saudi-South Korean joint ven- Welcoming Saudi companies to invest in
- from 1995 China will import 3.5 million  ture Ssangyong will have 15 percent. The  China, which is preseatly a potential market
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JEDDAH, March 30 _
A DEAL to import frozen beef from China
has been concluded and the first con-
signment is due to arrive at the Jeddah
Islamic Port in the next few days.

The 2,500-tonne order worth SR37.5
million will take about six months to
complete, the Al-Eqtisadiah newspaper
reported quoting Ismail Hamadah, the
importer of the consignment.

Hamadah said the deal was reached
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their stores en-
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the Giant Stor-
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Deal to import Chinese beef concluded;

shops M@ort no drop In sales

New paging service

comes into operation

By Fahad Al-Ameer
Special to Saudi Gazette

JEDDAN, March 30 _
SAUDI Telecom today opened 308 new
numbers to customers in Jeddah for use
under the new radio paging system called
European Radio Messages System

ERMES is the latest radio paging service
to be made available to the customers in
the Kingdom. Thousands of customers

have been waiting for this service for the

last three years.

Applicants for the service, according to
Saudi Telecom, can now contact its
nearest office for information as to when
can they avail of this new service,

The char
SR100 for alphanumeric and SR200 for
vocal mail services.

Monthly subscriptions for alphanu-
meric services will be SR55 for local and
for one, two and all dirstricts the charges

- will be SR70, SR85 and SR100 respective-

ly.
The voice mail facility will be available

; at 5R60 a month. For moving from one

district the charge ﬁw..ﬁ be SR15 a month,
e service will be;
charged at 25 halalas per minute.

for installation include |

————
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ity Governor of Riyadh Prince
Abdul Aziz; Commerce Minis-
a Ja'afar Fagih; Deputy Com-
nister Dr Abdulrahman Zamil;
Minister of Industry and Electrici-
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sign accord %%
on investment

BELJING (SPA) — An agreement for  ftures and promotion of trade. :
encouragement and protection of invest- Meanwhile, the president of King Ab-
ment between the Kingdom of Saudi dulaziz City for Science and Technolo-
Arabia and the People's Republic of gy (KACST), Dr. Saleh Athel, signed a
China was initialed here Thursday in the = memorandum of understanding for sci-

. framework of the first session of the entific cooperation between the King-
Saudi-Chinese Joint Commission. dom and China. The memorandum cov-

The agreement was signed by Finance ers cooperation in environment, oil,
and National Economy Minister Dr. Ibra-  scientific and technical planning, and
him Al Assaf and the Chinese minister of  nuclear energy.
foreign trade and cconomic cooperation. Soon

The agreement reportedly provides Working
the legal framework which regulates re- nuFE.ﬁ. :
lations between investors of both coun- B e vt
Bom.m:ﬂoﬁc_ e facilities and equal and Dr. told SPA.
fair treatment as well as necessary guar-
antees to protect investments from con-

facaion, o natooaliztion Jiang receives

The agreement s vEﬁEm.oﬁ_oE

exchangeable cameocy in aadnion 1o e A\I-ASSAT
settlement of disputes between the inves-

tor and the host country including the re- BELJING (SPA) - Chinese President
sort to courts and abidance of the host Jiang Zemin received here Thursday the
country by the decisions of such courts. visiting Saudi minister of finance and
Speaking to SPA, Dr. Al Assaf said npational economy Dr Tbrahim Al-Assaf
the agreement is aimed at encouraging and his delegation. The talks dealt with
and protecting investments, especially  the bilateral relations between the two
direct investments such as joint invest- countries and ways io promote them.

ments which could be underiaken in The two sides also reviewed a number
both countries. of economic issues of mutual interest.

He said their area of concern in this Dr Al-Assaf is chairing the Sandi del-
context was to increase Saudi exports to  ggation to the first meeting of the Saudi/
China of oil and petrochemical products  Chinese joint commission for economic,
as well as encouragement of joint ven- commercial and technical cooperation.
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@@ CB Emsm ﬁ E:Ss E.Soo_a in China

T . NCB .is E 12 in-

By Galal Fakkar . . vestment funds with a total capital of $12

Special to Argh News. - v WAL T X o billion, Baarma said that the bank's
JEDDAH, May 7 — The National L e, i * investment management intended o ex-

Commercial Bank (NCB) is planning to |2
implement a number of infrastructure pro-  |&

jects in China at an estimated cost of $1  (§8]

billion in association with EE.EEE. b will give our more freedom to
Disclosing this here today Sami Baar- % : oreign stock funds

ma, director of Investment Management i) h!&&.ﬂ%g _ns-h._“

&ES;?E:FEaE- otiations were | § b realized substantial profits this

underway on establishing a number of o o Sne e 37 percent. i

0% o

_EEEGB_R:EEF v 43 ﬁg?gggi
“NCB’s future strategy includes en- | §idiq stock market fluctuations and raise in dol-

tering a nwnber of Asiun countrivs in- |3 lar interest rates during the first f

EE.:EEE-.LEB.“«:!

cluding Pakisian, Indonesia and the Phi-
lippines,™ Baarma told Arab News.
He said NCB has established an in-

vestment oovauu in China with the
cooperation of inlernational firms. The agement Division today held a ceremony

EEE&M&&E _ﬂﬂ_g. _n“ﬁn_h of %EEEEGAEE

projects re 1o telephones, electricity, ?nz. !.E-n w!_..._ Baarma, ..:EE-.-ivi!-z:.o._Eu:mhr left, competition

ennparsion s sad vl P L3110 i ko of h crto the winner. il t 5500 oty bnd
“The actual implementation of these EE....E on some projects have already  which be studied investment prospects in wmmq_ ﬂuﬂﬁa

projects will start within a month from *

Meanwhile, the Investment Man-

mpleted. Eﬂoﬂnw.agsa the country in the light of Beijing’s new ng were o the
now,” he said adding that studies and dis-  from Q.—E- afler a working visit during  relaxed foreign investment policies.

;f



Saudi-China ties expanding:aide

By FURQAN AHMED
Riyadh Daily Staff

RIYADH — The volume of trade
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia* and
Peoples Republic of China (PROC) reached
$700 million during 1993 which amply
reflects the fact that the trade and economic
ties between the two countries.; have been
expanding steadily, PROC Vice Minister
for Foreign Affairs Tian Zengpei told
Riyadh Daily here Thursday at the end of
his four-day visit to the Kingdom.

Zengpei added: “*I am proud to say that
our relations in political, trade and
economic fields have been improving to
fulfill the aspirations of the peoples of the
two countries.” The vice minister left
Friday morning for Damascus on the third
leg of his current Middle East tour. He
arrived at Jeddah on May 30 from Kuwait
alongwith a seven-member delegation.

He noted that both Saudi Arabia and
China were engaged in developing their
respective economies by taking major
strides in industrial, agricultural and other
fields. We are pursuing efforts to

achieve our ambitious programs of de-
velopment”.

PROC’s major items of import are Saudi
crude oil and petroleum products while its
exports consisted of manufac- ' tured goods,
textiles, silk products, tools and machinery.
.There is potential . for further improvement
in these relations, he said.

In the framework of this, he continued, a
solo Chinese trade exhibition will be held in
Riyadh November this year to promote the
existing commercial ties ana introduce
China’s exportable items and heavy and
light machinery to the Saudi market.

“Saudi Arabia is an important country
for us. Our policies are aimed at resolving
all disputes anywhere in the world by
peaceful means and contrib-: uting to
international stability,” * the vice minister
asserted.

The recent visits by high-powered Saudi
delegations, including the visit by Minister
of Petroleum and Mineral Resources,
Hisham Nazer have "strengthened the bonds
of friendship”. He said Saudi Arabia, China
and South

Korea have agreed to establish jointly an
oil refinery in China for which the
Kingdom will supply crude oil. Negotia-
tions and studies are currently being made
on the feasibility of this project, the vice
minister added. -. ..

e said"Chiof/iS increase import of-j
S Ji oil 'ft~frejit year substantially to. j
'meet its growihg needs due to its rapid t
economic expansion. V*
Talks with Gulf Cooperation Council' .;
(GCC) Secretary General Sheikh'
Faheem Al-Qassimi in Riyadh, Tuesday
wq(rje "fruitful and conducive,” Zengpei
said.

He re-affirmed that the relations be-
tween the GCC states and China have
been established on “solid foundation”
and are expanding steadily. “Our views
on almost all international issues are
identical. Our policies are based on
friendship, mutual understanding and
non-interference in each other’s internal
affairs.”

In the framework of these policies,

Zengpei added, a seminar on “The

« Economic Development of the Gulf
Cooperation Council and the Peoples
Republic of China” will be held in
Dona, Qatar in November this year to
highlight the growing cooperation of the
-GCC states with China and to further
forge the existing economic, ties.

He said the GCC states have agreed to
hold a cultural week in China next year,
for which dates and programs are being
finalized. Exhibitions and trade fairs play
an important role in boosting each other’s
commercial ties, the vice minister noted
and added: “Many Saudi businessmen
who visited China in recent years have
shown great interest in joint industrial
enterprizes and other activities in the
economic sector of China,” he added.

The vice minister urged Iraq to imple-
ment all resolutions of the United Nations
Security Council with regard to Kuwait in
order to establish durable and ever lasting
peace in the Gulf region”®
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High level
Chinese officials
on visit

By Ezzuddin Hafez

&K. S. Ramkumar
Arab News Staff

JEDDAMH, June 1— A six-member Chi-
nese delegation, headed by.Tian Zengpei,
executive vice minister of foreign affairs of
China, arrived here Monday on a five-day
tour of the Kingdom.

The delegation, accompanied by Zheng
Dayong, the new ambassador of China to the
Kingdom, is scheduled to hold a series of
official meetings here, according to Zhai Jun,
first secretary at the Chinese Embassy *' in
Riyadh, who is here.

One of the first meetings was with Dr.
Hamid Algabid, secretary-general of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, j who
received Zengpei on Monday at OIC
headquarters.

The talks between the two senior of-
fipials addressed a wide range of issues of
common interest, arid more particularly the
situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Yetqgn and
the peace process in the Middle East, as well
as optimal ways and means to achieve an
enhanced level of cooperation between * ! the
OIC and the government of China.

Algabid underlined the importance of the
role played by China, as a permanent number of
the U.N. Security Council, in the quest for
adequate solutions to the various | international
problems, and in the main- I tenance of world
peace and security.

Considering its important role on the world
scene, China, the OIC hopes, will be

| - able to bring the precious contribution to- i
wards the achievement of a peaceful and |
equitable settlement to the various problems
faced by the Islamic world.

On his part, Zengpei laid emphasis in his
interventions on the importance which his
country accords to the Islamic world and
the OIC, particularly within the
framework of the maintenance and
promotion of peace and security at both
the regional and international levels. ¢

With regard to the large-size Chinese

Muslim community composed of well in excess
of eighteen million , the deputy m minister
pointed out that they enjoy all its . cultural,
social and other rights, which are j fully
guaranteed by the Chinese constitution for all
citizens without any discrimination. .

Algabid recalled in this respect that he has
accepted an invitation addressed to him by
the Association of Muslims in China to pay
a visit to the People’s Republic of Chi- « na.

During that visit Algabid said he would

have an opportunity to examine optimal ways
and means to consolidate their cul- . tural, social
and economic cooperation with the OIC and its
various member states.

The number of Chinese Muslims that ar-
rived in the Kingdom this year to perform
Haj witnessed a considerable increase, a
reflection of their keen attachment to the
Islamic faith.

Zengpei congratulated the Custodian of
die Two Holy Mosques King Fahd and his
government for the excellent facilities pro-
vided for pilgrims this Haj season. He said
the facilities enabled pilgrims to perform
Haj in comfort and safety.
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Chinese Vice President Li Langing receives Muhammad Abdul Lateef Jameel,
chairman of tf}g ALJ Group, left, in Peking.

ALJ enters Chinese market

By Wabib Ghorab

Arab News Staff

JEDDAH, March 4 — .The Abdul Lateef
Jameel (ALJ) Group has won the agency for
the distribution and maintenance of Toyota
cars and the sales of Toyota spare parts in 10
Chinese cities including Beijing and
Shanghai.

ALJ clinched the deal after tough com-
petition with 35 international companies
from Japan, Europe and East Asia.

The deal comes following the visit of
Muhammad Jameel, the group’s chairman, to
China at the head of a high-level delegation
to explore investment and trade prospects.
The delegation also studied the products and
services that can.be exported from the
Kingdom and other Middle Eastern countries
to China and vise versa. Chinese Vice
President Li Langing received Jameel in
Beijing.

Jameel said the special agency right that
begins in January 1995 covers all Toyota
cars. In the preliminary stage, the group’s
activities will be limited to maintenance and
sales of spare parts as there is still a ban on
import of cars to China by nongovernment
agencies, he said.

In the second stage, Jameel said, the
company will start distribution of cars,

N = =

when the ban is lifted and market kept
opened.

ALJ had given considerable importance
to China as it has made detailed studies on
the market in cooperation with the London-
based Hartwell Co., an affiliate of the group.
The study, which took six months, is stated
to be encouraging.

Jameel said the study was conducted at
Toyota Company’s request. “After the study
we presented our demands and the Toyota
has agreed to them,” he told Arab News. He
said ALJ has also won the agency of many
Chinese companies that supply household
utensils, office equipment, spare parts and
foodstuffs. This agency rights also include
import of the products of these companies to
the Middle East. “We’ll start importing their
pr_odducts by the beginning of next year,” he
said.

Jameel said ALJ was also planning to
study the Vietnam market shortly. Ac-
cording to him the new market is likely to
draw tough competition among international
firms.

Commerce Minister Dr. Suleiman Al-
So’laim is scheduled to visit China by the
end of this month. Janieel will accompany
the minister as part of his official delegation
including senior ministry officials and
prominent businessmen.
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45th Anniversary 3 the Founding of the

vaE.m S wm_ucm_.._o OF CHINA

WEDMESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1994

EE:. Frzn ZEMIN — , CUSTODIAN OF THE TWO HOLY MOSQUES. n:o_iz PRINCE ABDULLAH !z BDULAZIZ PRIME MINISTER LI PENG

KING FAHD BIN ABDULAZIZ n.H l i n@r..l |

On the march to further o
am<m_oc302.m=a prosperity

g 1 ,. | in_n_____‘.__u_oo—.ﬂ_insﬁnu:ti
= B RN s annual forelgn Uade volume lo
$400 billlon by the tum of the cen-
tury.

The ifendship between the Chi
%| nase and Saudi peoples goss back
fi| to anclenl times. China and Saudl
| Arabla established diplomatic re-
Iations on July 21, 1000, This de-
velopmant was In the commeon de-
. sire and Inleresls of both countries

| and would ben ___!E.Evobn-:q }
regional slability. The Chiness gov-
smmanl atiaches greal imporiance
fo tha development ol frendly re-
Istions ol cooperalion betwesn lhe
iy .u.l..!-ﬁlI 1.._.._-‘1 tha naal lAir

HILE the friendly people of
Baud Arabia celsbrals their
HNational Dy on the 23rd of
Seplembar, the psopls of China are i
usharing in their own Red-Latiar Day
~ Oclober 1 — 45th annivenary of |5
Friol!-v'ult-?!?a. in %

nl:do_.-k—.u:i?u_-v.

Republic of Ghing 1o the Kingdom of |
happy cccasion 1o sxpress my haar-

.:.-l.l.—-l..l-.f&'—ll}.lli mnd ha
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Rise; In Saudil-

Ch i
By FUR#%

Riyadh Daily Sta Dl l
RIYADH — The trade volume be-
tween the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

and the People’s Republic of China
(PROC) was recorded in 1993 as $697,

JEDDAH (SPA) — Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd
bin Abdiuaziz on Friday sent a cable
of congratulations to the president
of the Peoples Republic of China
Jiang Zemin on the occasion of the
National Day of his country. The
Saudi Monarch also sent a cable of
congratulations to the president of
Cyprus marking his country’s In-
dependence Day anniversary.

million, of which China’s exports figured at
$578 million and import stood at $118
million.

This was stated here by Chinese Am-
bassador Zheng Dayong in an interview to
Riyadh Daily on the occasion of his
country’s National Day which falls on
Saturday. But was celebrated on
Wednesday.

The ambassador said: “Compared to the
1990 trade volume the 1993 figure was
doubled. From January to July this year
alone, the trade volume reached $383
million, with China’s export of $297 million
and import of $85.3 million, reflecting a 12
percent increase in trade as compared to the
same period lastyear.”

“The major export commodities from
China to the Kingdom he added, were
textiles, light industries products and metal.
China imported from Saudi Arabia crude oil
and petrochemical products, the envoy said.

Underlining the need for further pro-
moting economic and commercial ties
between the two countries Dayong said. “I
believe starting from 1995 there will be a
remarkable increase be

DAYONG

cause China is determined to improve the
bilateral trade balance by increasing imports
from Saudi Arabia, especially oil and
petrochemical products.

On the prospects of setting up a joint
venture in oil refinery industry, he recalled:
“Last May, Minister of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources Sheikh Hisham Nazer
visited China to present a Tetter from
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Fahd to President Jiang Zemin. What
transpired from this message was the
Kingdom’s desire to strengthen cooperation
in the oil field between the two countries.
“We have responded positively since it is
common desire shared by the two sides," the
envoy said.

A six-member Chinese oil company
delegation would be headed by its general
manager and hopefully it would visit the
Kingdom in  November to push the
proposition of jointly setting up an oil
refinery for which consultations are already
underway. When finalized, Dayong added,
an oil refinery would be established in a
coastal area in North China.

Underscoring the significance of the

=
(o

gl/ing bilateral relations, the am-
N B ador said these ties would further

get a boost when a direct air link is es-
tablished between the two countries.

“l have no doubt that with the in-
crease in mutual exchanges, there is
very good chance of starting an airline
service directly between China and the
Kingdom and the first ones to enjoy
this service will be my wife and my-
self!” he pointed out jokingly.

He further said the Civil Aviation
Administration of China (CAAQ has
already established air routes to a few
Gulf and the Middle East countries,
with scheduled direct flights from Beij-
ing to Bahrain, Dubai, Sharjah, Kuwait
and Cairo.

Reflecting on the increased com-
mercial ties, the envoy said that a large
scale China Trade Exhibition will be
held in Riyadh by the end of November
in which over 130 Chinese companies
are expected to present. This exhibition
will display the best of Chinese tech-
nology and export commaodities in-
cluding oil exploration and refining
technology, petrochemical engineering
and chemical products, complete plant
technology, household electric ap-
pliances, light industrial products, tex-
tile, silk, arts and crafts, foodstuffs and
so on. ‘“This will be a big Chinese pres-
entation in the domain of high-tech and
medium industries,” the ambassador
said.

Apart from this, he continued, about
20 Chinese companies will take part in
Jeddah’s “Lifestyle *94” show to be
held later this year. At the same time,
the envoy added, “we very much wel-
come our Saudi friends to hold a Saudi
industrial exhibition in China.”

On the question of supplying man-
power to the Kingdom and the Gulf re-
gion, the ambassador commented:
“There is possibility and feasibility to
broaden cooperation between us in this
aspect.”

In reply to a question on joint re-
search and technological cooperation,
thE envoy said: “We are interested in
pro mating joint research projects with
the Kingdom and | believe there can be
a very wide scope. To mention a few,
these \are in the field of oil exploration
and re'flnery, chemical industry and ag-
riculture. We have several provinces,
especially in Western China, where ge-
ographical features are very similar to
the Kingdom. China is quite advanced
in the prevention of desertification, so
in the field of environmental protection
we can have joint research.”

Dayong said there are a sizable num-
ber of Chinese students history, Arabic
language and literature and Islamic
studies in the Saudi universities and in-
stitutes.

“There have been some contacts be-
tween Chinese scholars and professors
of Arabic literature with their Saudi
counterparts and | believe they would
like to see more exchange in art and lit-
erature,” the ambassador said.

There are many areas of cooperation
between the two countries and the en-
voy expressed his gratitude to his Saudi
friends for extending great assistance
to him during his four months stay in

a



- Arab News Staff ' /.« .

-~ RIYADH, July 23 —Amid progressively -

. growing relations with South Asian coun-
- tries presently serving as potential outlets

* for crude oil, Saudi Arabia in cooperation -

. with Seoul-based ong Oil Refining
- Co. will build a $1.5 billion oil refinery in
* China's eastern coastal areas.

. With a capacity to refine over 200,000
- bpd targeted 1o be set up by the year1997,
* the Saudi Aramco along with Ssangyong,
_ in which Aramco has a 30 percent stake,
. will enter into a joint venture with two
- Chinese es namely National
. Chemical Corporation and Qingdao Mu-
- nicipal Government.

_ is joint-refinery project was pro-
. posed during the high-level consultations
- with Chinese officials including Minister of
- Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation
. Madam Wu Yi, , which took place recently
. when Saudi Commerce Minister Dr. Su-

* leiman Al-Solaim visited China", said

. Zhang Dimo, economic & commercial
. counselor at the People's Republic of Chi-
- pa's Embassy. .. ;

© Later jts was confirmed that starting
. from 1995 China will import 3.5 million

tons of Saudi crude oil per year and when

v.%.mswmoe to help w&_%«

the oil refinery begins to operate, more .

' Saudi oil will be needed. From then on,
- China's imports from Saudi Arabia will be

greatly increased: .

" "China has been importing petrochem- -
Sﬂna_.mn_.nnﬂﬂnn.

icals, fertilizers and

ities from Saudi Arabia besides pro--

Wmﬂ?n_u secking to boost its oil imports
m the Kingdom", said Dimo, while
speaking to Arab News here. .
With mm oil fields in production presently,
China has made considerable progress in
off-shore oil exploration and production

“with one of the four off-shore operations,

Bohai Oil field alone producing one million
tons of oil annually. . 7 SRy
Referring to the recent visit of a six-

‘member Chinese delegation to Saudi Arabia

especially to exchange experience in the
ficlds nN. desert exploration and the con-
sequent possibility of oil findings with Sau-
di Aramco, Dimo said that "the final details
of the project is still to be worked out™:
However the reports published following
the visit of Saudi Minister of Commerce
Dr. Suleiman Al-Suleim indicate that Saudi
Aramco will hold 45 percent of equity share
whereas the Saudi-South Korean joint ven-
ture Ssangyong will have 15 percent. The

Dimo pointed out.that some more !
important Sa

* in foreseeable future huehw_w later this;

t the closer coop- .*
. * eration in every field between the two
" 'countries will be promising in future,” he :

year. "It is for certain

noted. -

It is important to note in this context that

China's trade with Saudi Arabia has been -

ﬂ.oinn steadily since the establishment of
iplomatic relations between these two

countries in 1990, 4
Referring to the China's customs sta-

tistics, he said that the two-way trade has

reached $697 million during 1993, of which
China's export to Saudi Arabia amounted to
$578 million and the Chinese imports ac-
counted for $118 million.

"Though these figures are still small, yet
they have already doubled those recorded in
1990", said Counselor Dimo showing con-
victions about the potential Saudi et for

Chinese textile, garments, carpets, toys, |

electronics, household elecinical appliances,
medical equipment, chemicals and hard-
ware. Hipi ™
Welcoming Saudi companies to invest in
China, which is presently a potential market

o3 L ignelld D" o .. .
0 il refinery in China
N s S Amhs, i oo ,
i e sl e _,.__.,,.%,H..w i Ea._s.u.:_i.ﬁ
delegations will visit China |’ market,” =* “ " *

LT
- signed wi a
- stuffs, Oils Import and Export Corpora-

Jton.

_.ij,__.__ﬁ. %ﬁ

Referring 1o, the visit of Dr. Solaim to
China, he pointed out that. a letter of intent
was

- Besides the proposed SR100 million- .
China Town E..“ﬁ construction in Jeddah

" presently by Al-Khaleejia for Export Pro-

motion & Zv—rﬂ-ﬁ , another
Saudi businessman Ghazi Abbar,
exccutive director of Abdullah Abbar &
Ahmed Zainy is negotiating with Chinese
companies for importing frozen chicken.
Scheduled to be completed by 1995, the

* China Town will cover a space of 120,000

sqm including exhibition center, different’
outlets, i-_dws.-ﬂ. parking facility and
Chinese restaurants besides a host of other
related facilities. ¥

Explaining the ever-increasing Chinese
#Enﬂ_ﬁ its vitality, Dimo pointed out that
China's foreign trade a deficit of
$12.18 billion last year, resulting from the
wth of imports arising from the

rapid
and mm the domestic market.

brisk



'®) ¥ Q0 =0¢
o Q0O >0 0
™
5o &
[T o
o .OQA .
- ¢L
-0 . D ¥ 9
» Y 94 0 y
< O 5 "o “r.o
nw_v symp = um ¢ be <%*-a
g st The move is sign o & “osev-
»: CHI e companies have *: jwm inter-

in seting up joint-ventures. The two
s are likely to debate how to eliminate
existing bottlenecks in terms of in-
ment and n&.n_.n to promote these in-

W ives.

Saudi bﬂ!u and China are presently
negotiating some projects especially in the
areas of fertilizer, petrochemicals, toys, bi-

rt 0 &« —-¢

cycles, etc. "We can predict an upswing in ganize a Chinese commercial mission Science and Technotogy signed a mem- investment,” said a statement qm_mmmma

gger share of

Arab News here today. Some multimillion

riyal projects are likely to be finalized soon.

Most of these planned projects are in the
il sector.

§m he oil and petrochemical sector, two
«¢ rojects worth billions of riyals were
o3  sed earlier.

«»  erms of bilateral trade, Saudi Arabia

nerged as the largest trading partne,

5 two-way trade touching a figure
« # billion during 1995 compared to $2

| 2 nduring 1990. In 1990, Saudi Arabj
“ «» hina established diplomatic relation:
»8°  oponed its mission in Riyadh in th
>2 ye¢ . The"Chinese Commoditic
82 will :organized in Jeddah during th

month of December. By the end of the cul
ent year, the Chinese Textile Import an
Export Co. will also hold another fair i
Dammam. Beijing has also planned to o

visit the Kingdom by the end of orandum of understanding early this year.
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Envoy praises
decision on
Chinese labor

RIYADH - Chinese Ambassador to, the
Kingdom Yu Xing Zhi has expressed
happiness over the Kingdom's approval of
recruiting workers from the Peoples
Republic of China, adding that the ap-
proval was conveyed to him by Foreign
Minister Prince, Saud Al-Faisal.

The ambassador told Okaz Arabic daily
that populated China has efficient and
diversified technical expertise in addition
to competent maids.

He further stated that during his last
meting with the Minister of Health Dr.
Osama Shobokshi, the minister had ex-
pressed interest in recruiting nurses and
medical technicians from China.

“It is premature to speak of the date of
arrival of Chinese workers before formu-
lating recruitment regulations,” the am-
bassador said.



boost trade ties: Jeraisy &\

By Riyadh Daily Staff

RIYADH — A memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) was recently signed
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and China calling for construction coop-
eration between the two countries
through implementation of some support
activities and respect of rules and regula-
tions on trade exchange and trade agen-
Cies.

- This was announced by the chairman
of the Riyadh Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and head of the Saudi side
in'the Saudi Chinese Friendship Society,
Abdul Rahman bin Ali Al Jeraisy.

Speaking to newsmen here last
week, he said that the memo of under-
standing will boost trade ties. It comes
as a beginning for the work of the Sau-
di Chinese Friendship Society which
was set up by a Royal approval issued
in accordance with a proposal submit-
ted by Foreign Minister Prince Saud
Al-Faisal.

He noted that the society was set up
with the aim of the boosting economic
ties with the Peoples Republic of China

and raising the level of cooperation.

He said that concentration would be
on export and joint investments as well
as the divert cooperation between busi-
nessmen in the two countries.

Al Jeraisy denied that there were any
obstacles for joint investment with.Chi-
na. “All previously known obstacles
have been lifted from the Chinese finan-
cial system,” he said.

“China has managed to attract foreign
investments totaling up to $200 billion a
matter which has created a surplus of up
to$210 billion in China and this
prompts us to think seriously to enter
this huge market,” he added.

He also denied that he had discussed
with the Chinese side opening of airline
routes between the two countries.

As for recruitment of Chinese man-
power, he said that this matter is current-
ly being studied by the concerned au-
thoritics.

“I do not believe that they will enter as
competitions to the existing manpower
markets,” he added.

Al Jeraisy expressed his conviction
that the Saudi-Chinese cooperation
would yield positive results particularly
for Saudi consumers.

“Generally it will have positive effort
on Saudi consumers, but some Saudi in-
dustries may .face strong competition
from Chinese industry,” he said.
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China says relations
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JEDDAH, t. 27 — Relations be-
n the Pec® s Republic of China and

S* <

Aw 1i Arabia v e developed “smoothly”
S o *b_ estat ament of diplomatic re-
X o 9 iS 199 = scording to Consul Gen-
=5 li Li Jinren.

>a&omm5m a press conference at his

residence recently on the occasion of the

48th anniversary of .the PRC, which falls

onSe ° 9, Jinren said that Saudi Arabia is

ower in the Gulf and the Middle

1s playing an important role in

7 s well as Arab and Islamic af-
o

tiiw

“China and Saudi Arabia share §
similar views on international and:2
issues of significance, always
sympathy and rendering support §
other,” he said. Saudi Arabia i1s &
largest trading partner in the Middle mmm_
and Northern Africa. In the past six years
the two-way trade has increased, touching
$1.577 billion in 1996.

Jinren said Chinese pilgrims have been
coming for Haj since 1955, and more than
20,000 have performed Haj since 1994.
Nearly 5,000 will come this year. “The
yvernment of the Custodian of the Two
oly Mosques has taken good care of our
HmﬂEm and we appreciate, that e.nQ.
uch,” he said.
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Dy News
China, Kingdom
to discuss
education

By Habib Shaikh
Arab News Staff

JEDDAMH, Sept. 30 —! China and Saudi Arabia will
discuss signing of an education I co-operation agreement
next month, according to Ambassador Yu Xingzhi.

The ambassador told Arab News during a reception on
the occasion of his country’s National Day at the residence
of Consul General Ali Li Jinren last night, that the | subject
will be discussed during the official | visit to Beijing by
Minister of Higher Ed- i ucation Dr. Khaled Al-Angari.

The reception was attended by Am- * bassador Mushtag
Marouf, chief of proto- ! col, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Western Region branch, other diplomats and leading
figures from business and industry. The cake was cut by the
ambassador, the consul general, Mushtaq Marouf, and
Abdul Kader M. Alfadl, chairman of the Alfadl Group.

Yu said that also next month a joint announcement
will be made about the founding of the Saudi-Sino
Friendship Association (SSFA) when a delegation of
SSFA visits Beijing.

He said that strengthening co-operation in the field
of petroleum will be discussed when Minister of
Petroleum and Mineral Resources Ali ibn Ibrahim Al-
Naimi, pays an official visit to China in October.
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Chinese team
meets Saudi
businessmen

RIYADH, Oct. 14 (SPA) — The visiting Chinese
business delegation held talks with ..Saudi businessmen at
the Rlya ,»Chamber, Jyof Commerce
and.”ndustryhere .today. v, Led by Foreign Affairs Office
Director in : “Beijing, the Chinese delegation’ included
““*Harbin Mayor Wang Quwan.r " ~V

Earlier today, Riyadh Governor Prince Salman met
with Wang and discussed issues of common interest
The meeting was attended by Chinese ambassador.

Addressing Saudi businessmen, the Chinese mayor
called for more cooperation between the. two, countries.
He also ex- . plained industrial investment opportunities \
in China. ” /'? .o¥

Wang said his Country “manufactures cargo planes
with the'license of American ... companies. He urged the
Kingdom to test Chinese-made cars. ’, V,.

"China has made remarkable advancement in
medicine'and “ye hope that both countries can
cooperate ’ in ;this field,” the mayor said. Saudi
exports to’.China totaled SR955 million in i'993";Vv..1:
w
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phinese political |
- delegation to |
visit Kingdom

Riyadh Bureau

RIYADH, Nov. 6 — A high-ranking delegation of the
National Committee of Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) led by Ye Xuanping,
CPPCC's executive vice chairman, will ; visit the
Kingdom next week following an ! invitation extended by
the Shoura Council | President Sheikh Muhammad Ibn-
Jubair.

Ye will begin his five-day official visit on Nov. 9.

The visit of Ye is important as the CPPCC plays a
very significant role in Chinese politics. m*

The Beijing government holds political
consultations with CPPCC members prior to taking
any decision on major policy matters.

Information Officer Yang Tao told Arab News
here today that “the Chinese government attaches
great importance to Saudi- Sino relations.” ,e

. Ye's visit to Saudi Arabia is sure to en-
hance the cooperation between the .Shoura
Council and CPPCC. Ibn . Jiibair also , paid
v a visit to China last year during October” (
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China is pursuing campaign’
to grab share of Arab market

ABU DHABI, Aug. 19 (AFP) — China is
pursuing a campaign to grab a bigger share
of the lucrative Arab market, which is dom-
inated by fierce competition among in-
dustrial countries, official trade figures
showed today.
ﬁnmmh between China and the 22-member

© @ o _ ghotupnearly 160 percent over
RS = years as the Asian giant pen-
o ® 7o egional markets with the help
o o _.Enmfzz al offices, fairs and trade del-
egations.

Figures from the Chinese Embassy in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) showed two-
way trade between China and Arab countries
jumped to nearly $5.15 billion in 1995 from
around $1.99 billion in 1989, when the two
sides agreed to establish a joint chamber to
promote commercial exchanges.

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Oman and the UAE
'were the main markets for China during
those years, Chinese Ambassador Hua Li
Ming said.
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China has launched a dnive to bo | »
share in the Arab markets since open? ; up
to other countries with sweeping ré rms
that sharply increased its worldwide e.; orts
and enabled it to have one of the % test-

1z :conomies.
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oM
Ty on how to boost bilate nercia -
lations between the two
Referring to the visit o )
Finance and National E¢hta o 1

Al-Assaf early this year;oo'! it
and Commercial Gc_._swmmJ

< s
said that the ministerialp:  © «%3_ 1
primarily focussed on _urw.< M <) Muum n
boosted the prospects 3 » << cn

projects..

According to reports published _w T
after the completion of these ?63 a
venture projects, China will import £
3.5 million tons of Saudi oil, thus _UE(Q.

a stable market for Saudi oil in a bo”® c

South Asian market. oz
On the question of siPkes & & r
projects, once the proF cts 2 & b
green light, officials saif tha 5 v o o
will hold a 45 percent har< <. & ¥, @ rq
project whereas the Saud swm wh_w*_ﬁ
joint-venture Ssangyong w o =Y o
cent. The rest will be sha 3 o7 s
companies. C o,
Saudi Arabia and Chinay | ol
ested in forging closer reff S o « M_w_
in the oil sector. A Chinese = <« _= Cpu
forward some proposals ir ., © 8o &m
ical sector early this year. -~ o< Fal

included ..On_...ﬁn_.w mxunuu_au Project of
the State-owned Nanjhou Refinery” and a
project to set up a 500,000 tons ethylene

unit,

Asked u<s~au_%w v le relation
Dimo and "3, i fion Offic
‘Yang Tao 0> .,  |cArabia h¥
-emerged to bO o 3 wNWaw_ﬂ.anh_uE»
nerintheMid) . » (S < s i
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The United States was "assuming the
posture of a superpower and giving orders
to other countries," the People’s Daily said.

"Instead of saying these are sanctions
against Iran and Libya, it might be more
appropriate to say these are sanctions
against European countries," it said, quoting
Gulf media.

The People's Daily linked the law to the
upcoming US presidential elections, saying
it appeared to be needed to divert public
indignation at a string of “terrorist
activities”. It did not identify the activities.

Earlier this week, a foreign ministry
spokesman was more circumspect, charging
the law broke from international norms but
urging the United States to hold talks with
Libya and Iran.

Beijing has developed a love-hate rela-
tionship with the United States with many
Chinese craving for American things while
suspecting Washington is trying to contain
China.

Anti-US sentiment has been growing in
China, especially after Chinese state media
played up what they described as the unfair
and discriminatory treatment meted out to
Chinese Olympians at the Atlanta Games.

A controversial call by the umpire in the
women’s softball finals, a midnight fire
alarm that yanked Chinese athletes out of
bed, cramped housing and a dearth of good
Chinese food infuriated many Chinese
sports fans.

A recently published book which urged
Beijing to take a tougher stand against
Washington has become a bestseller.

China's propaganda machine has rarely
missed an opportunity to take a swipe at the
United States in recent months - most
recently against reports of a martian
meteorite that US scientists say may help
confirm extraterrestrial life.

<*

/10

China lashes
out at US for
Iran, Libya
sanctions

BEWING, Aug. 1 (Ktr)
CHINA toughened its criticism of the
United States today, accusing it of engag-
ing in power politics by trying to thwart
foreign companies investing in new oil and
gas projects in Libya and Iran.

Ties between Beijing and Washington
have see-sawed in recent years over dis-
putes ranging from Chinese anger over US
policy towards Beijing’s arch-rival Taiwan
and US criticism of Chinese human rights
abuses and widespread copyright piracy.

“This is another case in point of it (the
United States) practising power politics,"
the official People’s Daily said in a com-
mentary on the new US law that threatens
punishment against major investments by
foreign companies in oil and gas projects in
Libya and Iran.

“It would be strange if this kind of high-
handed action which ignores international
trends and clings obstinately to its course ...
Does not run up against a stone wall," it
said.

US President Bill Clinton on Monday
signed a law aimed at limiting new foreign
investment i.nflrart>and  Libya, con*
jkfdeftdbWiShi*tgifijjfey  sponsors  of
international terronsm. VI

The law threatens a split with European
trade partners who said Washington had no
right to dictate where their companies could
invest and warned they would hit back if
the law is fully enforced.
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China is pursuing campaign
to mam_o share of Arab Emu_mme

ABU DHABI, >.._n. 19 (AFP) — China is "Trade between China and Arab countries  ures showed China E ousted J
pursuing a campaign to grab a bigger share  has witnessed a tremendous growth fol- the position of the top lier
of the lucrative Arab 1, which is dom-  lowing the creation of the joini chamber. Dubai, with _ﬂun.._u 51 rn._ i
inated by fierce competition among in- . Cooperation in other mEEﬁEoE.n_ in 1995, But economists said
dustrial countries, official trade figures grown," he told the UAE Oil Mi _-nﬁnunwsnsay&n&am!?&nﬂg
showed today. monthly bulletin. economic parmers — the United
Trade between China and the 22-member China has launched a drive to boost its  States and the mEau.ﬂu nion. The three
Arab League shot up nearly 160 percent over  share in the Arab markets since ‘opening up industrial giants account for more than half
EEE«E!EE.E%&: to other countries with ing reforms  the Arab world's total trade of around $250
etrated more regional markets wi w that sharply increased its worldwide exports  billion a year.
of commercial offices, fairs and trade del-  and enabled it to have one of the fastest- %EEEEE
egations. ' growing economies. China's exports to Arab - states included
m_nﬁa from the Chinese Embassy in the lis exports 1o the Arab world were neg- mainly foodstuffs, clothes and textiles,
United Arab Emiratcs (UAE) showed two-  ligible a decade a o0 but it was a main im- iﬂn_un-. home -H.._Eunna and machinery. It
way trade between China and Arab countries  porter of Gulf fertilizers and aluminum. EEE..- fertilizers, aluminum, chemicals E_
jumped to nearly 55.15 billion in 1995 from Trade with the region, especially with
around $1.99 billion in 1989, when the two  Gulf oil producers, is set to expand further in . i_E oil consumption growing by more
sides agreed to establish a joint chamber to  the coming years as China relies more on  than six percen rﬁ?ﬂ-ﬁisgns
promote commercial exchanges. . their crude supplies to bridge a gap created = importer of Gulf oil in the next few years as
Saudi Arabia, E Oman and the UAE  bya uﬁw&. increase in its oil consumption. production is gro n_os;w It stands at
were the main ets for China during The biggest export market for Chinainthe  around three million % day and is
those years, Chinese Ambassador Hua Li  Middle t is Dubai, the main trans- _w_.o ted to rise by only 2 §{E
Ming said. shipment center in the region. Official fig- 7 before it starts to recede.
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RIYADH, Nov. 10 — The Deputy Pre-
mier and Commander of the National
Guard Crown Prince Abdullah held wide-
ranging talks with the visiting Vice Cha’
Enn of Eo National Committee &. En Cl,
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” last night following an S avitation
Bos “ od by the Shoura Council President
00X & Muhammad Ibn Jubair.

called on Sheikh Ibn Jubair this

ng and reviewed bilateral relations.

se delegation

muo__& Euuguaﬁngﬁag
tonight in Ye's honor.  °

The visit of CPPCC Vice Chairman Yeis
significant in view of the fact that the
Omwoo%_ww_m an important role in Eu QE..
nese political system. .

Saudi Arabia and China have ._oEon
hands on various issues, with ni?imwn.uan
reaching $1.28 billion in 1995. .

Trade between the Kingdom and China
has been growing at an average annual rate
of 34.5 percent since 1990, when the two
nations established Ev_oﬂwno relations.
The balance of trade is in favor of Saudi
Arabia. :

<n§=m&._.8uum3=ﬂowm»=98.
trepreneurs and officials of the: Saudi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry to-
morrow. He will also visit Saudi Aramco.




Alana. Mubarak meet ! |[f&ssa
boost ties, sign accords e

CAIRO (AFP) - President  foreign ministries said. imposi lighter diplomatic sanctions
Hosni Mubarak and his Chinese counter- - ‘The two presidents first met late Mon-  against Sudan in April in the face of de-
part Jiang Zemin met in Cairo on Tues- M-I«-bn?_.-un.u-ic.:..gsﬁnr mands by the United States for stronger

EE%SE%&EN relations his four-day visit to Egypt, his third economic measures or an arms « mbargo.

and 1o sign a series of cooperation ac- on a six-nation African tour. The council is to consider stirngthen-

cords. 2 n-u_‘.m of talks also concemed "a  ing the sanctions within 60 days of May

The second day of meetings between wau_.mhu_ itical survey of the situation 10 if Khartoum does not comply with
n

the two leaders "[ocused on bilateral re- iddlc East and the peace process lutions demanding it
lasons* and ended with the "signing of 3 a5 well as the so-called new WOrld OFJET oo ot seacanbof tyng 16 se.
number

of agreements between the two  with all its positives and negalives,"  giccinate Mubarak in June 1995.

countries,” Foreign Minister Moussa said. : ;
_ Amr Moussa said after the session. Moussa commented that "coordina- aoﬂ.aﬁauoa-ow“nwﬁaﬁoﬂne _ms“_u%r_&w_m_ﬂ.oﬂ_-
Moussa then entered a mecting with  tion between Egypt and China on the g T il e s N ki
Chinese counterpant Qian Qichen "o UN Security Council continues to be g8 .
discuss the political situation in the re-  stable.” ! : b e head Esmat Abdel Meg-
gion and Asia." ) ; China "is a great power playing an im- .4 :m”v -_.S»W_M. oot Fe. G Tossde £
Jiang will later meet with Egyptian t role in Asia and the world and  JC ™5 #1010 T ang st m_.T
Prime Minister Kamal Ganzuri "to ex- holds an independent position concern-  €Xplain 0 posilion and how
plozz = teeall Sine-Eevntizn relations  ing the new world order in a number of ~ Na ¢an increase its support of the Arabs
especially in economic reform and  1ssues on the world stage,” Moussa said.  in inicmational forums, especially the
s plans in that field,” Moussa said. m_m:,_ will take over the presidency ~ Security Council.
¢

4 One of the three acoords signed Tues:  of Security Counci Eﬁ_..n.‘sﬁa - Moussa q&ﬁuaEa. gﬁ,woaﬁcam_: L..,.n o ...f Ay ol e e T

provides a 30 million yuan ($3.75 emment daily Al Ahram re VGRS WCTERIEG TN S o o, o BULLET IMPACTS: An Israeli soldier bus with bullet im;
) grant to Egypt, while the others n-wn pointing out that Chinese tradc with Is- Enl%.EEEEEEEHEEEE

concern fechnical and cultural coopera- ijing, a permanent member on the rael totals $800 million compared to the settiement near Ramallah in the West Bank Monday. Arr

tion, the international cooperation and  council, backed the Egyptian position in  $450 million trade with Egypt.
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gian trip to revive old ties
and forge new ones

BEIJING, Feb. 20 (AFP) — Chinese cooperation between Tehran and Beijing Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen leaves to- have also caused concern in the West. An morrow on a
two-week goodwill tour of Iranian diplomat here said there was no five Asian and

Middle Eastern countries fixed agenda for Qian’s March 4-6 visit to
that is likely to focus on regional disputes his country, adding only that die two sides and
strengthening bilateral ties. would discuss international, regional and

Qian’s first and last stops will be to Chi- bilateral affairs, na’s close allies Pakistan and
Iran re- Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are also respectively. In between he will visit Ban-
cipients of Chinese military hardware, but gladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives,' such
ties have eased off in recent years be- retuming here March 6. cause of the countries’
difficulties in ob-

“It’s an odd mixture ... two in one pot, taining credit to meet Beijing’s terms, the three
in another,” said one Beijing-based Asian diplomat said.

Asian diplomat. “It’s a set of countries in While arms sales may be touched on in which
China’s interests are not parallel and Qian’s talks, a Bangladeshi source said the the reasbtt
for each country .is rather differ- focus of his visit..to Dhaka would be ecr. ent” The
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the onomic cooperation. Bangladesh would. Maldives, trips are
"part of China’s policy seek Chinese investment in its textile iii-. of strengthening ties with
the region,” he dustry and in ventures in labor-intensive said. ' sectors such as
electronics, the source said.

' But the situation was “more complicat-' “Since China is advanced in textiles and ed”
in the cases of Pakistan and Iran, he * we are one of the world’s major garment said.
Pakistan is expected to use Qian’s exporters, we think China could help us visit to
continue lobbying its traditional ally develop a textile sector,” he said, but ac- to assist in
talks between New Delhi and knowledged that Beijing's reaction had Islamabad over
Kashmir — a commitment been “very cautious.”

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto failed to win Like Qian’s hosts in Islamabad, Ban- during
her visit here in December. gladeshi leaders would also seek -China’s
“Pakistan would like most to talk about help to “influence India” in a dispute over
Kashmjr,” said a Pakistani diplomatic sharing the water of the Ganges River, he source,*
noting that Islamabad is due to pass said.
a resolution on the disputed region on Fri- The Asian diplomat said Qian’s stops in day.
The source said Qian would meet Sri Lanka and the Maldives were mainly Bhutto and his
Pakistani counterpart, As- aimed at developing bilateral ties, but may seff Ahmad Ali, for
bilateral consultations also be influenced by Beijing’s desire to as well as discussions on
regional problems secure civil aviation agreements that would i and matters of mutual
concern. provide Chinese planes with jumping-off
During Bhutto’s visit here, China and points for destinations in Africa.
Pakistan issued a joint call for Washington Maldives' Foreign Minister Jathulla Ja- to lift

“unjustified” sanctions on them for meel visited Beijing in June, when the two
alleged arms sales in violation of inter- sides reportedly exchanged views on
national accords. reaching a civil aviation agreement Qian’s

_Beijing and Islamabad are also engaged  delegation includes Assistant Foreign Min-
in nuclear cooperation, which has worried ister for Southeast Asian Affairs Wang
Western countries. Arms sales and nuclear Yingfan.
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Chinese premier

to

work for dialogue on

BEWJING, Oct. 21 — Chinese Premier
Li Peng said here today that China will try
its utmost to facilitate a dialogue between
India and Pakistan on the Kashmir dispute.

According to Pakistan Embassy sources,
the Chinese leader made these remarks
when Syed Yusuf Raza Gillani, speaker of
the National Assembly and other members
of a Pakistani parliamentary delegation
called on him before flying back home
after a 10-day tour of China.

Li Peng.said China was concerned at the
Kashmiri situation, and sympathized with
the people of Kashmir. He expressed the
hope that the Kashmiri people would soon
find peace and at tranquillity and Pakistan
and India would carry out a dialogue to
settle the dispute in accordance with the
relevant international and bilateral agree-
ments. He assured the parliamentary del-
egation that China would try its utmost to
facilitate such a dialogue, sources said.

During the 25-minute meeting at Zhon-
gannhai (office of the Chinese top lead-
ership), Speaker Gillani, among other
mattes, briefed Premier Li Peng on the es-
calating Indian repression in. occupied
Kashmir. The speaker expressed Pakistan's
readiness to enter into a purposeful di-
alogue with India to resolve the dispute un-
der the Simla agreement and on the basis of

United Nations resolutions. He urged
China

to use its influence with India to promote
such a process so as give the people of
Kashmir their right to self-determination.

Premier Li thanked Pakistan for its lead-
ing role in extending support to China on
various international issues, like the human
rights and re-entry into GATT (General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade). Li said
China attached great importance to re-
lations with her neighbors. China's "time-
tested friendship with Pakistan currently
stands at its prime," he said.

Premier Li said the Chinese government
looked forward to President Farooq Ahmed
Khan Leghari's visit here in December. The
speaker renewed the official invitation to
Premier Li Peng to visit Pakistan. Li said
he had already accepted the invitation from
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and was
looking forward to visit Pakistan at a mu-
tually convenient time.

The Chinese leader appreciated the po-
lices of the present government in Pakistan.
He said "surely under Prime Minister Ben-
azir Bhutto, Pakistan can realize new
achievements in economic and social de-
velopments”. In his opening remarks, the
speaker said that Pakistan and China had
stood by each other like a rock on all re-
gional and international issues. He said that
friendship with China was the comer stone
of Pakistan's foreign policy.
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Chinese PM to meet King Hassan

RABAWAFP) - Chinese Prime Minister Li Peng on Wednesday is to meet King
Hassan Il of Morocco on the second day of an official visit aimed at supplementing
{longstanding bilateral political relations with increased trade. "China and Morocalb,
two developing countries, have common interests and their people aspire to a peaceful
and stable environment to build their countries,' Li said at a dinner here Tuesday night
given by Moroccan Foreign Minister Abdpllatif Filali. "Moroccan-Chinese relations of
friendship and cooperation have developed in all areas and have yielded satisfactory
results,”" Li added.



China to sell arms to Kuwaiti army PJ

9/w *cC

BEIJING (DPA) - China will sell a number of self-propelled guns to Kuwait's army,
the official media reported Saturday, quoting a Kuwaiti newspaper. Kuwait is ready to
sign a contract with China to purchase 24 self-propelled, long-range 155mm cannon
with a range of 38 kilometers, The Xinhua news agency said, quoting the Arabic
Waian daily. The report did not give the value of the contract. Xinhua said the weapons
were intended to equip six companies of the Kuwaiti's army's ground forces. It said the
daily also quoted a senior-level Kuwaiti officer who praised the weapons' performance
after testing them and would "definitely meet the requirements of the Kuwaiti land
force.”
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China tries to attract Gulf funds

ABU DHABI, July 2 (AP) — China is
offering attractive incentives, including in-
vestment protection guarantees, to attract
funds from the oil-rich Gulf, officials said
today.

United Arab Emirates officials have held
talks with Chinese Vice Premier Li Langing
and a high-level economic delegation which
began a Gulf tour June 22.

"Li briefed senior U.A.E. officials about the
investment opportunities in China, following
the recent changes promulgated by the
government guaranteeing the protection of
capital and overseas funds,"a member of the
U.A.E. delegation said.

Li and his team arrived in Abu Ahabi
yesterday for a three-day visit to the U.AE.,
the largest importer of Chinese industrial
products in the Middle East.

The delegation has already been to Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain and Qatar. It is
scheduled to visit Iran. The delegation in-
cludes senior executives of China's leading
trading and industrial enterprises, including
the National Petroleum Engineering Con-
struction Co.

The Arab officials quoted Li as saying
during talks with his U.A.E. counterpart,

Sheikh Sultan ibn Zayed, son of the U.A.E.
president, that China was ready to offer ad-
vanced technology and expertise, particularly
in the petrochemical sector.

China was making inroads in the Gulf re-
gion even before diplomatic relations were
established in recent years.

The Chinese arc striving to develop the
Gulf market for textiles, foodstuffs, light in-
dustrial goods, technology and machinery. In
return, they want petroleum products.

Soon after his arrival yesterday, Li and
Sheikh Sultan signed two accords on in-
vestment protection and avoiding double
taxation.Muhammed Khalfan Kharbash, the
U.A.E. assistant undersecretary for budget and
resources at the Ministry of Finance and
Industry, said the accords will bolster trade
and economic cooperation between the two
countries. The investment accord provides for
protection from nationalization, confiscation
and restrictions on capital movement,
Kharbash said. Li and his delegation told
officials here that China is seeking investment
worth $35 billion.

Trade between China and the Middle East,
including Iran, was worth more than $2 billion
last year.

China tightens
grip on army to
stop breakup

BENING, Oct. 13 (AFP) — The Chinese
Communist Party, fearful of a Soviet- style
collapse, has decided to boost central
command over the People's Liberation
Army (PLA) and speed up efforts to up-
grade its weaponry.

The PLA will emerge from this week's
party congress with more political clout and
more funding, with one general set to enter
the Politburo standing committee, the
country's highest decision-making body,
analysts say. With market forces playing an
increasing role in the Chinese economy, the
party has lost much of its leverage over
provincial governments and the erosion of
Its power can only worsen.

In a country with a long tradition of war-
lords, this prospect has triggered . fears
among the top leadership that economic in-
terests could lead to attempts to break away
from central control, especially in the
wealthier coastal regions.

Under the guidance of paramount leader
Deng Xiaoping, the party is moving to pre-
vent its collapse by tightening its grip over
the PLA. It is essential always to uphold the
party's absolute leadership over the army,
party general-secretary Jiang Zemin said
yesterday. Jiang is also the head of the
party's powerful central military commis-
sion. The commission has decided to do
away gradually with its system of seven
military regions and implement a new sys-
tem intended to prevent local power bases
from becoming too strong, military an-
alysts'say.

Top regional leaders will also be regu-
larly transferred. The armies in eastern parts
of the country failed to respond at a time of
crisis because party control had been
eroded, a mid-ranking Chinese officer said.
China has learned this lesson. The party has
also decided to give the military more say in
running the country, hoping to boost
loyalty.

Latest figures put the PLA's troop
strength at about three million. By in-
creasing the PLA's political power, the party
has acknowledged its indispensible role in
maintaining the country's unity, or as Jiang
put it yesterday, as the defenders of the
Socialist motherland.

The military is playing a more important
role as kingmaker, said David Shambaugh,
a Chinese politics lecturer at the University
of London. Since the PLA was ordered to
crush the Tiananmen Square pro-
democracy movement in 1989, the stress
has been on ideological loyalty.

But Deng, with a tour of southern China
in January, put the army's modernization
drive back on track, deciding that the best
way to keep the military on board was with
new hardware, not hardline Marxism. Deng
ordered boosting the armed forces' military
capability to meet demands of the new
period, party leader Jiang said.
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Jiang’s Pakistan visit to boost defen

By SAMI ZUHEIRI
HINA and Pakistan will play vpon their “time-
tested” bonds as they work towards ing defense
and technical ties during Chinese President Jiang Ze-
min’s visit next week, say officials and diplomats here.

‘The commander of China’s air force, Yu Zhenwu, is al-
ready in Islamabad holding talks with Pakistani leaders
ahead of Jiang’s December 1-4 visit.

The Asian imﬁﬂﬂa enjoy close economic cooperation
and “we would like to have even greater cooperation in
trade and technology,” Pakistani President Farooq Ahmed

i told the PLA chief on Monday.
ghari, who visited China in December 1994, hoped Ji-
+ ang’s visit would “further strengthen the exemplary cooper-
ation” between the two countries.

Pakistan has increasingly relied on China to strengthen its
defense capability since the United States imposed an arms
embargo in 1990 over its controversial nuclear program.

The country’s half a million-strong army is nﬁ_ﬁw& with
Chinese tanks and its air force has inducted F-7P fighter
jets, considered similar to the Russian made MiG-19s.

Pakistan, in collaboration with China, is producing the
Karakoram-8 trainee aircraft at Kamra Aeronautical Com-
plex near Islamabad and the two countries plan to supply
the aircraft to other countries. The plane was displayed at an

air show in Malaysia earlier this year.

In the ancient Budhist town of Taxila some 20 kms (12
miles) west of Islamabad, China has built a heavy mechani-
cal complex which is producing armored personnel carriers
and heavy military trucks as well as overhauling tanks.

It also manufactures heavy machinery for road construc-
and thermal

and cement production, oil and
ing it had start-

tion, su
and hydro power projects, officials said,
ed exporting some heavy machinery.

Work is also underway on other defense projects includ-
ing local production of a modern battle tank with Chinese
assistance, they said. :

Leaders of the two countrics have always described Sino-
Pakistan relations as “time-tested” bonds that have steadily
grown despite internal changes in the two countries.

Jiang will be the first foreign head of state to visit Paki-
stan after the November 5 dismissal of Benazir Bhutto's
government by Leghari.

Pakistan has traditionally described relations with China
as an important pillar of its foreign policy to counter bal-
ance perceived security threats from an.w_.gq:“m India.

Western countries have wnnc.nu:ﬁ:uﬁﬂ.n Pakistan of
Rnn?m:w nuclear-related material from China. They also
suspect Islamabad obtained the nuclear capable M-11 mis-
siles from Beijing.

Reporis in Western media earlier this year said China ex-
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" cal settlement taking into account the aspi

se, technical ties

fer of nuclear weapon technology. 3
With Chinese assistance, work is

megawalt nuclear ﬂ!ﬁa ect on the right of the

Ecnnw Indus in the nmuc _ﬂww of ne-uH-...__w_. \
The project began in August 1993, major ent is

nsﬂoﬂo installed early pext year and the nuclear plant is

expected to go into awﬂ._&s._ in1998. SRt

At a political level, Pakistan has received Eﬂnuﬂ :
China on various regional and international issues including
Afghanistan, and officials here say there bave never been
any problems between the two neighbors.

the Kashmir dispute, China calls for a -
of the peo-
ple in the Indian-held Himalayan state.

The trade balance is tilted in China’s favor with total
transactions between the neighbors at about one billion dol-
lars. ’ Qe R

Chinese sources said Jiang's visit had been planned tp
“deepen mutual understanding and develop bilateral cooper-
ation.” %

They also said they hoped his trip, while also takes in the -
—u_.ﬁ_ﬂ.mno? India and Nepal, will have a “positive impact” .
on safeguarding peace and stability in Asia. (AFF) :




China. India to go easy on border:
Pakistan won _“ mmﬁ z-ﬁmn_s ology

EﬁaﬂnﬂﬂﬁggBL

NEW DELHL, Nov. 29 (AFF)
ﬂﬁ)i.uﬁﬁﬁgrﬂaa
EEE%EEEHE_
their ted border, and assured its
Asian #ﬂu:.—nﬂn»-n_.—ﬂcn_n
ar arms or technology to arch-rival Pa-
kistan. . : 2 *

The border accord between China and
India, who fought a brief but bitter war in
1962, came on the second day of Chinese

President Jiang Zemin's ground-breaking ,m.

visit to India.
Jiang and Indian Prime Minister H.D.

Deve Gowda watched the signing of the |!.

document, dubbed.”a -message to the

world” by the Chinese leader, before the |-

nuclear pledge was announced. s
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman |4y |

Shen mcoﬁnn. part of Jiang's
said: "I reiterate the Chinese
is responsible toward (its
transfer.
* *China has not, does not and will not
transfer or sell nuclear technology or nu-
clear weapons to any region or country.”
@ Shen also rejected India’s previous alle-
gations that Beijing has supplied nucle-
&.nnmnEn M-11 missiles to Pakistan, _
“It is not in the interest of China to sell |
advanced weapons to its immediate |
nei urs,” Shen said. Indian sources |
id the border deal between the two |

elegation,
ermnment

Talking sense: Chinese President Jiang Zemin (3rd from left) and Indian Prime
weapons Minister H.D. Deve Gowda (3rd from right) look on as Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen (2nd from left) and his Indian counterpart Indarjit Gupla sign agreements on

Friday in New Delhi.
Asian giants, which togethet boast a
combined population of more than two
billion, would reduce troops to minimal

[ levels, withdraw “major” categories of

heavy weapons and end large-scale mili-
tary manoeuvres along the bounda

China and India, who broke off rela-
tions for 14 years following the war, also
agreed to stop flying combat aircraft

\0
r*

within 10 km of a line of actual control

and would avoid the use of force against | ¢

each other.

The pact, however, signed by Indian

Foreign Minister Inder Kumnar Gujral and

Chinese Foreign Minister and Vice- | !
Premier Qian Qichen, made no mention | !

of a time-frame or exact troop reductions
from their contentious border.
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China ahead .
of Japan int’
Dubal exports

DUBAI, Aug. 27 (AFP) — China has
remained ahead of Japan in exports to the
main Gulf commercial center of Dubai be-
cause of the strong yen and Beijing's re-
forms, official figures showed today.

China's exports to Dubai, dubbed the
Hong Kong of the Middle East, stood at
5.76 billion dirhams"($ 1.56 billion) in
1995 while those by Japan amounted to
5.69 billion dirhams ($1.43 billion),
according to the Dubai Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

In the first quarter of 1996, Chinese exports to
the emirate stood at around 1.78 billion |
dirhams ($485 million) and exports by Japan
at 1.58 billion dirhams ($430 million), the
figures showed.

"China has become the top exporter to
Dubai for many reasons, including the rise
in the Japanese yen, the expansion in Chi-
na's industrial sector and exports, and its
switch to a market economy," the
chamber's director general, Abdul Rahman

I Al- Mutaiwi, told Al-Ittihad newspaper.

ChinaVcxports to Dubai and other Gulf
markets were negligible before it started to
launch promotion drives over the past dec-
ade as part of economic reforms.

It ousted Japan as a top exporter
to'Dubai in 1994 but Tokyo is still the
biggest commercial partner of the six Gulf
Cooperation Council states.

Dubai, the second biggest member of
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), is the
main transhipment center of die Middle
East and is considered the barometer of
economic activity in the Gulf as it handles
nearly. 20 percent of the region's total non-
oil trade.

Chamber of Commerce and Industry
figures show Dubai's trade is projected to
hit a record 78.5 billion dirhams ($21.38
billion) in 1996. Dubai's position as a
major reexport center has attracted
competition from more than 100 countries
seeking a bigger share of the lucrative
market in the Gulf. Its imports account for
more than two thirds of the total trade.
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China remains ahead
of Japan In exports to

DUBAI (AFP) — China has remained
ahead of Japan in exports to the main
Gulf commercial center of Dubai be-
cause of the strong yen and Beijing’s re-
mw_.ﬂmn official figures showed on Tues-

y.

China’s exports to Dubai, dubbed the
Hong Kong of the Middle East, stood at
5.76 billion dirhams ($1.56 billion) in
1995 while thosc by Japan amounted o
5.69 billion dirhams ($1.43 billion), ac-
cording to the Dubai chamber of com-
merce and industry.

In the first quarter of 1996, Chinese
exports to the emirate stood at around
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