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OUR RELATIONSHIP GOES BACK TO ANCIENT TIMES
The Qeientific and Technological Cooperation and Exchange Between
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Islamic culture has played a great role in human civilization. The science 1n isiaine Covneavs :
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my, mathematics, philosophy, mediciiic ctc. have paved the way for the developm - _ q 2
China is an old cultural country with a history of five thousand years, -Fiarmal friendly imercoutr'sgenb::ge::: L‘Eé ‘
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3 Islamic faith was introduced to China shortly after its founding. According to ‘MinShu (historical recq
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Fuiian Province), Mohammad the Prophet had four great disciples. They came to Visit Chmja in Eh;: mlid:;;tiapglz ?:,
:lllﬂn *1' ft};e emperor’s reign), Tang Dynasty, and remained there to preach the [slamic tait ,-on g
et h [:1 Yangzhou 1.and the third and the fourth in Quanzhou. The Prophet once said. fnov;( i
(iit'latl;iih:;];ta?sozneék:ina shold be explored’. His words encouraged vast numbers of moslems to search for kno
iS :

nd of the 31st
ledee. In the second year of Yonghui, Tang Dynasty (August 25th,_ 651 A(.:[i).).. ?r o;n;an;z:]ry; vil;it Pt
yeagr ;>l' Hijra, the third Caliph Osman sent his envoy to China. He arrived at Chang an p

| ] ver a period of
Gaozong of Tang Dynasty. This was the first envoy cOoming from Arabian moslems. Henceforth, o P

41 +be and of Sonthern Song Dynasty (1300 A.D.), the Arabian Empire (socalled Da-shi in Chinese
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: : zhou. or by climbing over Ch ‘ _ 5 e

to Guangzhou, Quanzhod., Harghon an¢ :\(antg ettled In }C,‘hina and were married to the Chinese. Their descendants f&i
. . ~ ew merchants s , | T
Hesi Corridor to Chang'an. Nota f $¢ §
became Chinese moslems. 3
_ . * Persians : rabians were compelled e

' ¢ moslems of Central Asia and a part of Persians and A ' Sy

i 1300 A.D., large numbers of | They camne to China, lived there and were married with the Hans, the ve

: ian army. 1hey cane hina, . _ . g L b Zia

'n migrate eastward by the Mongoll —_— ,hz Hui nationality. Islam has thus heen disseminated over a large pdit of Y

”«) Maneolizns and the UYgUIS dnu oo . .
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Xiniing Uygur Autonomus Region and then it spread over the whole regt

vignalitiec some 10 million

Now, in the People Kazak. Wuzibek, Kerkez, Tatar, Tajik, Bao'an, Sala atu

people in ten different minorities such as Hul, Uygurs,
AR
Donxziang, are moslems. Among theu mili

ic sci ivilizati j :ed to China, such as
A ith the spread of the [slamic faith, Islamic science and civilization were introduc
ong with the s Sl

: ¢+ of Ch’ ese ancicnt culture.
tics. medicine, etc. They gave a great impetus to the developmer -l;)i (;“h mortality, compass
?:tmhnomy, mathemﬁ mé;x' ese greét inventions. i.e. paper-making «wethod of making piils of 1m Y,
t the same time, the LN ‘

i Arcbi ‘n * introduced to the west. The
gun-powder, pulse-feeling and printing method were brought ™ ¥ bla‘:-anddtm "1 contribution to world civili-
scie pl'f‘ 1dp ultural exchange between China and the mo»si€n woad has made g !

ntitic and ¢ |

Zation.

— | (11)

B o— e el - - -.H
o - — S e —" — - — W Gomw m— '1.---.‘--—-.-1---5—.:..-.-—- e T

— - S g B s e e e B B o= cm W L e L S — [ ——

— Tk e l—

: d to China m Yuan Dvnu.. .. this led to a major revolution in
Persian and Arabic calendars were introduced to C . .

* Science Policy Study Office, Academia Sinica, Beying, - ... -
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Chmese calendar. 1ne ATav1AN dSLLLuIL,
bureau) in China by the Emn

daulai ar it was cree epnointed tn he ‘Sitianjian” (head -of astronomical

oYY peror of Yuan Dynasty. He formulated 'Wan-Nian-Lie' (calendar of ten thousand years).
. Bl . ) « Tsow ;.!::I I:l" 1|.\-ﬁ‘ﬂ‘l-‘: ?II A "' oy _ y f o
bl Was aastica Gy Juan-Uhi 2u 0 Vahlag Khan (Emperor of Yuan Dynasty) over the whole country. Jamal ai-Din

antronomical ‘observatory (Guan-Xiang-Tai), and made seven kinds of
estronomical instruments, i.e. Duo-Huan-Y; (Dhatu halagy, Fang-wei-Y) (1Jhatu dumury, Ate-wer 11 Lusa-i-tiiu -
wajj). Ping-Wei-Yi (Luhma-i-mustawi). vian-Qin Yi (Kura-i-sama). Di-qiv-Yi (Kura-i-ardz) and Guan-Xiang-Yi {Ustui-
1ab). Trus senies of instruments were entirely new ones at that tinie that Chinese observtories had never had before.

Al “rtranAnor 'l_lt:r\ ﬂquh“h‘ht‘fl in Bf‘iiiﬂp S

Chinese astronomer Guo Shoujing, basing himself on Jamal al-Din’s Wan-iNian-Lie and seiectii

_ 1g tric ¢ssci.cs of
Arnaua. @nd Persian calendars, worked ont in 1281 ‘Shou-Shi-Lie" caiendar. It divided a year into 365.2425 days,
whicn ditfers only 20 seconds fram the actual time of the earth mf)ving around the sun in a year cycle and is similar
Wle gean vyt Ll a2 L L 0 T T e dae Ny a nericd ~fAON vears and more from Yuan Dynasty to the
L ggemran 0 Plag Y. dar Hijra remained to be an LRportani reference anda basis 101 (he
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formulation of Chinese calendar
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Here we must point out in particular the Egyptian astronomer Ibu Yunus (who died in 1007 A.D.), he worked ' ;
out 1n Cairo astronomical obseivatory a well-knrown calendar which became one of the important references for the

Chinese astronomer Guo Shoujing. This caldndar Book is probably included in ‘“Zidg of Forth-Eight volumes’. Here - - — -
Zidg" 1s an Arabian word in the sense of astrenomical calendars. Islamic culture has inserted a great influence on

Chinese astronomy. Until the end of Yuan Dynasty. the Arab names of many constellations remained to be used in
China. |
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Islam held so imporiant a position in astronomy that in Yuan Dy'nasty (1300 A.D.) there was set up a ‘Huihuj’

Astronomica! Rureau (Huihui Sitianjian). and in Ming Dynasty a ‘Huihui' calendar was specially established in

_ : - ™) _.1' - 2t = . £ "'“:“""‘:“ 3 . 4 e 2 '."' ’*’"." L . _"J'T"“ ‘! F ooy e, Y N ' . 1
National Astronostical Burcaii. At the ooginning of Qing Lvnasty, beiote tie wesicin valihaar ey VR Y Z0o8tnd ¢

Hll-t.;r LT

in China, (... sun was a nuimut Livision LLiulul G e cnc tlaticnz! Actranamiea] Rurean (Oin-ianiina). In 1382,

Mashayehai was appointed by the emperor of Ming Dynasty to translate the calendar books, to which the imperial
court aitached great importance. His descendants inherited his office work. They were also experts in astronomy.

Mathematics is the basis of asironomy. Alongside the introduction of calendar to China were Arabic mathe-

matical literature and publications. The achievements of astronomy and mathematics in Yuar and Ming Dynasties in ;
China were dircctly related to the intreduction of Arabic scientific knowledge.
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MOUSICHE ivuaney Gae fllian2N o 2t beld an imnartant nlace in the history of Chinese pharmacology.
”) From the middle of the 13th century, not a few medicines produced in Arabia and Persia were brought to China

v Miosiemn merchanis. mcaicines, medical prescrintinne and their properties and functions introduced by moslems
Can be found in ai undance in Chi_nese literature of medicine and pharmacoiogy. ‘Zheng-lei-ben<ac’ \ootany of
Woody plants and herbs) published un 1200 A.D. and (Ben-cao-gangmu’ written by Lin Shizhen in 1600 A.D.
have records in this conneciionn. Ru-xianig {{rankincensz), Long-yan-xiang (ambergris) and Me-yao (rnyrrh) were
named after the Arab names Kundur. Anbar and Murr. These 1 2re all wellknown medicines at that time used as
Peifumes. In the government official prescriptions of Song Dynasty and in some prevailing specific medicines, not a
few drugs produced in Arabia and Persia were us 4 as main drugs already. in the book ‘General Catalogue of Eco-
Nomics’ of the Song Dynasty were recorded eigi.. . wds of frankin~ense pills, three kinds of frankincense powder and
one kind of frankincense pellet: five kind ~enmizroot pills an? ane kind of costusroot decoction: five kinds of
myrrh pills and two kinds of myrrh powder: *=*~ '* '~ %~~2nin pills and one kind of nutraeg pills. This provided
ample proof for the rich variety of mosle.n ™= *2=%5 ¢t wue wne. The Yuan Dyrasty paid greater heed to moslem
Mmedicine. In the year 1270, Kublai Khan, the ™ ~=—peror of t+~ Dynasty, ordered a special institution to be set up
t0 manufacture Hui (meaning moslem) medicine *n 272, the Emperor established Hu, Pharmacy in the Great Yuan

it __Capnal City (now Reijing) and the Uppet ‘:...IJ_hdI- _(_"_‘_‘ '_' 5 '_‘*5_;91_1'51.*{1'_15[?Ii_n_“h_._‘llown_gpl_ig_)::_l‘_!}g_ weil-known moslem
Pharmacols »%57 Danish Mand was appointed chiel—. . Roy.. wicdical institution. In the collection of books of the
Beijing Libiary people can now finu aatihvi i .cocnipaun . 3A volunies, which was translated inte © “inese from.

,) Arshic towards the end of the Yuan Dynasty and  ted by xyiography at the beginning of the Ming Dynasty.
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housand years and morc, gencravion after generation of various brotheriy ediaic groups in China who
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For o\ t
| s . Telam have lived and engaged in common struggle and inventive laboul suinzside other ethnic groups of ‘

. Oninese aation. and have contrivuiuvd their part to the prosperity of the country and to the development of t1a- : &
- opred relations DEIWEETE st e Aeahic and Islamic countries and peuplcs. ' i 15
B ' iFie
naring the Yuan Dynasty a greal niustem architect, well versed in architecture and witll gicat g, TR, NS “E" ﬁ.%
charred with civil engineering of the Great Yuan Capitai City. The laying out and construction of the city. magnifi- ;1 “.‘
cont and hroad in scale, Was qall of unique craftsmanship and artistic talents. The capital city of China. Beijing. has K E:
s +~yelaned on this basis. | | i;zg
| ¥ B
o eem o maelem was nominaicd chief administrator of Yunnan Province. He was responsibie for dredging siX F:;:’E
e ehe Trianchi Lake, grenny oo™ ~mrirnltnre around Kunming and the Lake. As for the chinaware hig
eraduced 1N the MINE anu ~enis P) Lpetiag. e, (W materials vi v 2t —wuaedd hy mosiems in Yunnan, ﬁ;f:.fi

| {1 coine cloisonne bronzewais were even enameled Arapic wuius, w0 tdraly they were 0! mosicit s g |

. 3 | . . e e
Moslem cannori-inanufacturing technology was well cenowned during the Yuan Dynasty. Alai al-Din and :E“ﬁ

wmal, both moslems. and their descendants, showed ingenious artisanship in making cannon for the court. In "His- f,; |

» Tsmail was mentioned with adoration because the artillery he made could project stone ‘: 4

.oy of the Yuan Dynasty .
snells mechanically “with ease and great speed .

Yunnan Province. His grandfather and father had

The famous Chinese navigator Zheng He was a moslem from

s *ﬁ#i]h{_: .._-.. ! '
3

hoth been to Mecca for pilgrimages. By order of the Emperor Yongle of the Ming Dynasty. Zheng He went to Asian
aie Afeican countries ON Jiplomatic missions. Among his entourage were officers and men, translators, businessmen. . g
cailors craftsmen anui GoultOrs Fitdisig 0 tlhan 17800 people. They carried with them large gquantities of gold
and silver silk . cnimaw aiv, 2277 and piace goes. Thoy 121t unasas Paret in 3 huge tlcet of 62 boats, each 440 ___‘F;_'_.:

chi (roughly 147 meires) long and 180 chi (ov meties) Viae  The lareest hoats of the iiinic. From <o & 112 _ =)
heng He's fleet took to the sea seven rimes and called at ports of more than 30 countries | South and Wesl Asia. --:-;.

ach as India. Iran. Bangladesh and some Arab countries, going as car as the East Coast of of Africa and the Red Sea. .;,1:1

In the year 1430, they pul out to sea tor the last iime and some people on the mission went 10O Mccea and drew g.::f;
riane of the “heavenly ™ place. hé

TEA

) Lheng riv's « \nnino VOVARE. carlier lid 1 -ietanher Columbus’ by over half a centuiy. highli;l:t::‘d the g*
dauntless spirit and superb navigation techniques vt i1.n Chinece, and was lanmmm‘u.; :_,__-..‘ ~ ypnaralleled feat n the é
ssions promoted sconomic nd cultural i oy oo toc hepween S lind and gg

and enhanced friendship among the peoples.

world hisrory of aavigation. Zheng He's mi
ny isialnic countries.

other Afro-Asian countries. among them man

ol China, many from the minority groups have received education
hecome senior cesearch and rechnical specialists of fine

other institutions. Their engeayous hayg been fruittul and
riotism is part and

.d but. following the spirit that p.
Republic was set up.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic
and special training and quite 2 qumber of mosiems liave
5 calibre, wo.king ir. he Chinese Academy of Sciences and

creative. Some moslems acquired their academic titles abro ' -
parcel v, uhan {meaning belief in Arabic). determinedly returned to their motherian 'aller the

_gtronomy an’ vedicine. have been

moslems, WOTKIN such fields as maths. physie.. .
nd knowledge. Their

Huadreds o. thousands of _ 3 i
: : - o B pare ’ and arc giving - e (U LLIST L wiones
engaged in advanced and sophisticated cagearch work al ‘gl + Chines+ nat1on
T—eshisvements have adde €W and glorious pages 16 the annals ot 1h¢ inesst nuttd
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and freede  Thaerramms yeliet -in-the Chipgse Consutu-

"' : : ' Xt viies equality
- Safeguarded by ctipulations of nationalitics €4 o _ ,__
j tion, the Chinese moslems have hright prospiess b fore them in the realm wn “oieatitic . nical research.
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China and the Islamic polity were once

s, but have never ceased. The founding of
¢ e many Atro-Asian countries have lent fresh
> pailicilarly worthwhile (¢ nore that {hicie fiws vaisted s traditional (riend-

ticipate the Annual Summer College spons-
learnt a lot from specialists and moslems of
knowledge. It’s hoped and believed that the
WO countries will be further consolidated. The

| bute to the strengthening and reinforcement of
> veiween China aud ihe Isiaric world. |

-~ countries in general and among moslems i
knowledge of building a new world.
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