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In Our Philosaphy, ‘Allima Muhammad Bagir As-Sadr addresses issues related to
the universe and to life from the point of view of Islam. He makes the claim that
neither Capitalism nor Communism is capable of offering real comfort and
happiness. The only system capable of doing so is the Islamic one.

In a long introduction, the flaws and disadvantages of capitalism and
materialism are delineated, and the truths and benefits of Islam are pointed out.

The rest of the work is divided into two main sections. The first deals with the
theory of knowledge and is preparatory to the second which deals with
philosophical notions concerning the world. The author discusses the
disagreements among certain philosophical notions and the dialectical method
upon which modern materialism rests. He goes on to consider the causal laws
governing the universe and the conflict between materialism and theology. On
the basis of this discussion, the author forms his notion of the world in the light
of philosophical laws.

Finally, the author looks at the conflict between materialism and theology as
it relates to knowledge and thought. He claims that thoughts are not
mechanically conditioned by the requirements of the community. Rather, they
are the result of free motives that induce one to create a system in harmony with
one's community.

The Author

A Shiite theologian, philosopher, religious leader and political figure, ‘Allama
Muhammad Bagir As-Sadr was born in Iraq in 1931 and executed by the Iragi
government in 1980. He advocated an organised Islamic movement, a
centralised party, that could work with the various units in the Islamic nations to
bring about what he considered ‘the desirable social change’. He was the father
of Hizb ad-Da'Wa al-Islamiyya (the Islamic Call Party) and wrote many books on
economics, sociology, theology and philosophy.

The Translator

Dr Shams Inati was born in Lebanon, received her degree in Philosophy and
History at the American University of Beirut, and her PhD in Islamic Philosophy
at the State University of New York. She now teaches Islamic Philosophy and

~ Religion at the Villanova University, and has done extensive work on Avicenna,
~ including a translation into English, and an analysis of his Al-Isharat wat-Tanbihat
(Remarks and Admonitions). ‘ e :
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