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Preface

With a population of one billion, China is one of the biggest coun-
tries in the world. The Chinese people have been working hard to
turn their country into a powerful, modern socialist country with Chinese
characteristics, particularly since the late 1970s when a new period of
vigorous development started. The political situation in the country is be-
coming more and more stable, its economy growing steadily, life of its peo-
ple improving and the strength of the country ever increasing. In recent
years, China has been undergoing an all-round reform of historical signifi-
cance in the economic, scientific, technological, educational, military, poli-
tical and other fields, making progress all the time. Therefore, China is
attracting more and more attention from people of other countries, who
hope to learn more about the country. :

The People’s Republic of China Year Book, launched in 1981, can
somehow meet the demand of foreign readers. It gives comprehensive
and truthful accounts of the major policies and measures adopted by the
Chinese Communist Party and government, the achievements in the coun-
try’s socialist modernization drive, its major political, diplomatic, military,
economic, scientific, technological and cultural activities and the mental
outlook of its people. It contains abundant data on the country’s geogra-
phy and history as well as on major events and news. It is published in
both Chinese and English in Hong Kong annually.

It is a gigantic task to compile each volume of the China Year Book.
We sincerely welcome criticism and suggestions from our Chinese and
foreign readers. By soliciting opinions from people of various walks of life,
we aim to improve our work constantly to make the Year Book an author-
itative and valuable reference book.

Editors of China Year Book



From the Editors
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China Year Book is an illustrated comprehensive re-
cord of all major events in China in the previous years.
The book is divided into many parts, including a
general introduction, special features, photos of the
year, chronicle of events, and classified entries.
The General Introduction section includes information
about the land, history, the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of China and administrative divisions of the
country.

The Special Features section is mainly devoted to im-
portant speeches by government leaders.

The Photos of the Year section, devoted to photos
selected from among the news photos in the previous
year, is arranged basically in the order of classified en-
tries.

The Chronicle of Events section outlines the major
events in all fields of work in the previous year. It is
arranged in the time sequence.

Classified entries are the main form used in the PRG
Year Book to present information about politics, legal
system, military affairs, foreign relations, finance and
monetary situation, economy, science and technology,
culture, education and public health, social science,
sports, society and life, and people in the news.

Under the classified entries are subheadings, such as
industry, agriculture and commerce €tc. under the en-
try “Economy”.

Entries, which are the main form employed to present
information about China, include information pro-
vided by professional organizations and selected arti-
cles from releases of news agencies as well as from
publications. The headings are printed in bold letters.

The statistics in the Year Book generally do not in-
clude those of Taiwan Province.
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