vy HE PATTERN of population
rI ,;mwlh among China’s 55
minority nationalities is changing
more rapidly than at any time in
China’s history, and faster than
that of the Han, China’s majority
nationality. It has moved from a
low rate of growth to a high one in
2 little over a decade, creating a
need for further examination of
minority population trends. Mino-
rities now make up 6.7 percent of
China’'s population.

Before liberation in 1949 popula-
tion reproduction among China’s
minorities, as among the Han, was
of the primitive type (Type I)—
high birthrate, high mortality, and
a low or negative rate of growth.
This had existed among some na-
tionalities for a long time, as
shown in the following table.

\// XXXV Ne. i/

some perhaps moved far away,
some fused with present-day na-
tionalities, while others died out.

There were an estimated 1.18
million Mongolian people within
the area now embraced by Inner
Mongolia during the reign of Qing
dynasty Emperor Jiaging (1796-
1820), but by 1947 only 832,000
were left, a drop of 29.5 percent.
There were five to six million
Tibetans in the 7th to 9th centu-
ries, but the number had fallen to
2.776 million by 1953, China’s first
post-liberation census showed. In
something over a thousand years
the Tibetan population decreased

by 45 to 55 percent. In the early
years of this century there were

about 2,500 to 3,000 Hezhe people
who live in Heilongjiang province,

____________________—.___—_—_-——_-—-'_—'—_'__—-_

Population Reproduction in Certain
Nationalities (per thousand)

Nationality Date
Miao (Xuyong, South- 1943
ern Sichuan)
Settled Mongolian 1939-40
(Northeast China)
Nomadic Mongolian 1941
(Northeast China) .
‘Mongolian (Inner  1939-40
- Mongolia)

About 150 different national
BToups are mentioned at one time
Or another in Chinese historical re-
cords, Many of them cannot now

traced, but the reasons have
N0l been ascertained in all cases.

-v

tz;:sl: NG TIANLU is an associate pro-
st or in the Population Rescarch In-
ute of Beijing Economic Institute.
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Natural

Birthrate Mortality Growth
Rate
33.6 00.9 -16.7
37.3 44.2 -6.9
21.7 28.3 -6.6
30.4 44.2 -13.9

but only 300 on the eve of libera-
tion. Their nationality was on the
verge of extinction. _
The main reasons for these rapid
falls were low productivity, ba_ck-
ward economies, lack of. m?dlc?l
care, oppression and explm_tatlo‘n.m
the relations among natlox.'lahiiles
and within their ranks, flghtling
among nationalities, and the In-

- ZHANG TIANLU

fluence of old religious and super-
stitious customs.

The liberation put an end ‘to the
basic conditions breeding oppres-

sion, affirmed the equality of all

nationalities, organized local auto-
nomy in places where minorities
lived in compact communities, and
laid the foundations for economic
and educational equality and com-
mon advance. However, the star

ing points for the various nation*
alities were very different. In the
early years after liberation, China
had 11 national minorities which
still retained vestiges of primitive
communal societies. They had an
aggregate population of 600,000
which made up 1.7 percent of the
total for minority nationalities.
The population of three of the
largest nationalities in the stage of
serfdom or slavery — Tibetan, Dali,
Hani — added up to four million,
or 11.6 percent of the.total for
minorities. Others were in a feu-
dal stage with landlord ownership.

Most minority nationalities then
engaged in farming, a few still
with the primitive slash-and-burm
style. About 2.2 million were no-
mads who dwelt temporarily z{;
various sites with water. Others
lived by hunting and fishing. Cold
and hunger, disease including pla-
gues, and natural calamities made
the life span short and mortality
rates high.

Discrimination and military cam-
paigns against them by the reac-
tionary ruling class speeded up the
decline. In 1723, putting down a
«rebellion” of a leader who did not
want to submit to Qing dynasty
authority, government troops kill-
ed several hundred thousand peo-
ple of Mongolian, Tibetan anc} Tu
nationalities in Qinghal province.
Similarly, suppressing an uprising
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of minority peasants in two cam-
paigns in 1723-1736 and 1855-1868,
the Qing government massacred
geveral hundred thousand Miaos in

southeastern Guizhou. In 1943
the Kuomintang authorities

launched a large-scale massacre of
innocent Mongolians in the Ih Ju
league (prefecture); between 1942
and 1945, working hand-in-glove
with the troops of the Dai minority
ereditary headmen, they killed
6,000 Jinuo people 1n Yunnan
province. Only 4,000 Jinuos were
left.

Frequent fighting between na-
tionalities themselves — between
the ruling groups of different clans
and tribes over seizure of livestock,
slaves, pastures and farmland —
were another disaster for the mino-
rities. Sometimes one such feud
could wipe out an entire clan or
tribe, or brought an end to both
sides.

Religious influence was also a

‘factor preventing the increase of

population in some minorities. La-
mas, who were not allowed to
marry, accounted for 49.4 percent
of the population in Tibet, 33.3
percent in Xikang (a former prov-

‘nce now divided between Tibet

and Sichuan province), and 33.3
percent in Inner Mongolia, accord-
ing to 1937 statistics. In the Wa
and Dai minority regions in Yun-
nan province, severed human
heads were used by priests in
sacrifices to the ancestors. To get
them, passers-by and people from
other villages would be seized.
This led to endless killings in re-
venge. Sometimes over 100 people
died at one time, and only one or
a few in a village might escape.

Begin to Increase

_After liberation, because of posi-
tive factors such as the availability
of health services (in some cases

46

cven before

fundamental goci
form), relfef s0ci8 s

_ and improved

Lvity, hence g bctt(?r diel,lﬁlc::l:g:
production pattern of minorities
shifted quickly to Type IT — high
birthrate, low mortality and high
rn'le of growth. In the Liangshan
Y1 area of Sichuan province, even
though slavery continued to exist
in the carly vears after liberation,

L I S ———— il . w 'l-ﬁ--l--!-—l-ﬂ-n——-_ Lo =

Patterns of Population
Reproduction

lype I: High birthrate, high
mortality, low rate of growth.
Type II: High birthrate, low

mortality, high rate of growth.
Type III: Low birthrate, low

mortality, low rate of growth.
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the natural growth rate rose from
10 per thousand in 1949 to 20 per
thousand in the late 1960s, while
that in the Chen Barag banner
(county) of Inner Mongolia, inhab-
ited by purely nomadic Mongo-
lians, jumped from a negative
number in the 1940s to 36 per thou-
sand in the early 60s. The rate of
increase in an agricultural area is
shown by figures for the Maonan
people in Guangxi in the south: a

rise from 8§ per thousand in 1952
o 26 per thousand in 1964,

In the country as a whole,
growth of minority population has
speeded up year by year since libe-
ration. In 1982 while total national
population showed an 85.3 percent
growth over 1949, that for the
minorities registered a 104.4 per-
cent growth. (See graph.)

The first type of pattern — high
birthrate, high mortality and low
rate of growth — which had exist-
ed for several thousand years in
regions inhabited by the Han peo-
ple, began in some minority areas
only in the early years after libera-
tion. However, between 1964 and
1978 it very rapidly .changed fto
the second type — high birthrate,
low mortality and high rate of
growth. |

The elimination of. national op-
pression and discrimination, the
institution of regional autonomy,
the implementation of policies for
equality, unity and mutual benefit
among the nationalities, and vigo-
rous support for developing the

economy and culture in the minori-

ty areas are the things that made
the change possible. All of these
have promoted prosperity in these
areas and contributed fo the change
in the economic structure in those

Minorities as Percent of National Total

70 67.23
60 55.80 D
50 Minority Po:gu_!;tion)
_ 39.92 million
40t a9 4qp 35.32 .. %
30N - .l
Pt [t ' _ o of National Total
20
5.8 6.7

10 6.1 6.06 | |5.8 | _/

1949 1953 1964 1978 1982

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS

N AR T e L

—

- A
1 TR - -

_ .
'I. i - - .
E L "
I- ¥ ey . .
s B T i ;
-
~r— A et e S T BT
E
—— o

i
i
u - .
B e mei e e i i i

- - -— - i -
= el oy - s - =
= . | & - W O —
e E—— — .-_"
T - - - - .

g s L i -.-.-‘_-nn.-luiﬂi-
PR, B S h'f‘mﬁ".'ﬂl:,?!' Ty E‘ T e P e i N
S — il = i, iy = | o

. "
L e

-'L'.L_—; .

WS N

= 3, - - i r # il .- AL o -.. - -
e - - ’ . ’ - - . i . i e W = 3 ‘. - - b L By W™ . . = & =
. - ;
8 Ay na e A e T AN e A VA e P Sy = 2= e = e n rs i yns
Ly . 1 I g | L . —
# -

- - . _
- '] -
. e =
s = & i il aw = :.. - L ]
: .
. - . - E - B . . — .
3 d i i v | = i om ey s} o - T el e
e — T T — S A T ST R e P ——— i ot e L JT L - iy = R .. e e L
O g A et Pt e e e e P ST A AT R e T T £
e e 5 s 3 f L Nl & _:‘- =it - o= b -.--ll_.nI . = ._J't - - Wy : i - gl = he & B L I
= . . - | ¥ &, - 3, I J v . * . i

T e ']

s e P —— B e

e
P t‘ﬂf -a
'

g T F

o o e g =i

a e e e i L A i i
- T T e I ] - - bty g iy

- - &
e

-
-

P A - DTS 28 sk vt i ik St bt

- -

il

i — e



_-—‘.— - e
& i 5 -

oductivity. Mcanwhile,
~health and medical
ont has brought epidemic
4 under control, Medical
«d a better gtandard of liv-
o ended the long-standing
of sterility among women
e minoritics and increased

+ sOome : |
{llll;(' aumber of births. Iducation

done away with certain :Il:lpi(:r..
otices such as killing

qfices.

has
qtitious pra

twing 'as s0cl
Minority |

went throug |
was between 1049 and 1953 when,

(rom &an cxtrcmely low or even
negative number in some Cascs,
ihe rate of growth rcached 20.5 per
thousand in 1993 The second was
between 1978 and 1982, In which
year it reached 54.6 per thousand.
A special: phenomenon in these
two periods is the fact that many
minority people who had concealed
their origin for fear of oppression
and discrimination before libera-
tion, NnOW registered as members
of their nationality. People of
minority nationalities also enjoy a
certain preference in candidacy
and election to office, in being
chosen for jobs, and for attending
college, and are exempt from the
national family planning policy.
As a matter of fact, these factors
have promoted the intermarriage
of Han and minority people and
encouraged their children to claim
the minority as their nationality.

Recently there were 31 minority
nationalities whose rate of growth
was over 50 per thousand, and 1l
with over 100 per thousand. The

rate of growth of the Tujia, who.

live in Hunan and Hubel prov-
inces, reached 450.9 per thousand
and of the small Russian minority
(mainly in Xinjiang), 573.9.

Shift to Third Type

The flexible poli'cy on minority
population has resulted In an

_ astonishing rise in the birthrate

and natural rate of growth In a
few nationalities. At this point, the
descending trend of minority pop-
ulation having been completely

reversed, a new question has ari-

sen — is it time to consider family
Planning for them? Population re-
searchers think so. Meanwhile,
some minorities, recognizing the

NOVEMBER 1983

advantages of

family planning
among the Han people have urged
it among themselves on a volun-
tary basis, Thus the pattern in
minorily arcas where this has been
done has begun to shift to the
third type — low birthrate, low
mortality and low rate of growth.,

An example- is the Zhangjia-
chuan Hui autonomous county in
Gransu province. In the eight years
between 1972 and 1980 the birth-
rate dropped from 38 to 15 per
thousand, the rate of natural
srowth from 32 to 9 per thousand,
and mortality from 6 to 5 per
thousand.

Another is Gansu province’s
Gannan Tibetan autonomous pre-
fecture, an area of animal hus-
bandry and' farming. Births there
decreased from 45.5 per thousand
(1964) to 14 (1980), the rate of
growth from 31 to 10.0 per
thousand, and mortality from 19.9
to 6 per thousand.

Such a shift in pattern from
Type II to Type III, before family
planning became widely accepted,
took a century and a half in coun-
tries of Europe and North America,
and 25 years in Japan. But In the
above examples it took place in
only a dozen years— faster than
among the Hans in China.

A Look at Policy

The present national policy on
family planning —drawn up at a
time when minorities had not

achieved such marked growth
and against a preliberation back-
populations

fically exempts minority peo?le
from its scope. Now, when faml}y
planning has been instituted N

areas where minority people livF,
it is done on & flexible basis and in

local areas — usually at the com-
mune, county or prefecture level —
according to local copditions. | "

It may cover no more than in-
cluding minority people along with
the Hans for education on the
advantages of family planning, and
making the medical means such as
contraceptives Or IUDs available to
those minority couples who request
them. A further step may b‘e hav-
ing the minority population includ-

ed in the plan for the growth of
population for the locality as a
w{]r;lez in which case the births by
minority couples are scheduled in
the annual plan for births. Any
such measures must be agreed

upon by the local peoples con-
gress, which includes delegates

from the minorities in this area
(in {lational autonomous area
these may be the majority), and
be done in consultation with
spokesmen for the nationalities.

Even in such localities, in the

mountainous parts where condi-
tions are poorer and the birthrate
has not risen so markedly, minori-
ty ‘people may not be included in
any family planning activity un-
less couples request to be.

It is easier to promote family
planning among the minority peo-
ple than among the Hans. Ide(
traditional among the Han people
such as having more sons means
greater fortune, “bringing up sons
to rely on in old age,” and the
woman going to the man’s family
after marriage, if they exist at all
among the minorities, are not so

strong.

When a locality considers the :

question of whether or not to in-
clude its minority nationalities in
family planning, consideration 1s
given to the relation of population
to its land, natural resources,
grain, energy TrESOUrCes and eco-
logy. Family planning for the mi-
norities is then taken as part of an
overall plan for population and
economic development to promote
prosperity there and raise the

standard of living. .

More effort and meticulous work..
must be put into research on the
complicated 1ssues of minority
population 1n order to understand
how the laws of population growth
operate among- them and to avoid
the mistake the Han people made
for a period 1n increasing popula-
tion without control. o]
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{ i HINA'’S recent census, recorded
! on July 1, 1982, came up with
a total of 1 031,882,511 people.

This figure includes the popula-
tion of Taiwan province, Jinmen,
Mazu and a few other islands off
Fujian province, calculated accord-
ing to figures released by Taiwan.
[t also includes the Chinese popula-
tion of Hongkong and Macao,
calculated according to figures re-
leased by the Hongkong and Macao
authorities.

Mainland population was given
as 1,008,175,288. Preliminary stud-

i ies of the data collected yleld the
' following figures:

Sex Composntlon Males number
519,433,369, or '51.5 percent. Fe-
males are 488,741 919 or 48.5 per-

Bl cent.
tfs Po_pulation of the Nationalities:

“’ The Hans number 936,703,824, or
: 93-§'percent of the total. Minority
nationalities are 67,233,254, or 6.7
percent. Since the 1964 census
the: Hans have  increased by
285,407 ,406, or 43.8 percent, and
A minority nationalities by
g; 309,518, or 68.4 percent; Of.the
wlthmmor Ity “nationalities," those
ooy population of more than
109 million-~have increased from
Eln 1964 to-15 at present.
Um":’illcatlonal Levels: 4,414, 495 are
are ity graduates and 1,602,474
. cludr‘m"ersuy unde1 graduates (in-
| prewng both. those ,who_attended
ing). O;Sly ang those now attend-
Schoo) eople with a senior middle
J'umo education number 66,478,028,
ahq * Mmiddle. school 178,277,140
TheSep“t!*mary school * 355;160,310.
Undepq.. Bures include - graduates,
a8 ‘8raduates and those'who did

28

and volunteer WOI

not finish, There are 235 ,820,002
illiterates (people 12 years of age

and above who cannot read or can |

read only a few words).
Compared with 1964, some of the

changes (per 100,000 people) are as
follows:

Those with a university educa-

tion have ‘increased from 416 to
299.

Those with senior middle school .

education have increased from

1,319 to 6,622; junior middle school

4,680 to 17,758: primary schoo]
23 330 to 35,371. .

Bll'ﬂ'l and Mortality Rates:

Births in 1981 were ‘20,689, 704, a

rate of 20.91 per thousand, Deaths
in 1981 were 6,290,103, a rate of
6.36 per thousand, Population in-
crease’ in 1981 was’ 14, 399 601 or
14.55 per thousand

Urban Populahon Urban popu-
lation (excludmg rural populatwn
of: counties,under. city administra-
tion) is'1:206,588,582, of which
144,679,340 dwell in 236 cities and
61,909,242 live in 2,664 towns.
It has increased by 79,485,541 or
62 5} percent and its proportmn in
the total mcreased from 18.4 pg
cent in 1964 to0.20.6 percent toda.,.

- Compared with the 1964 census,
total populatlon has mcreased by

313,593,529, or 45.1 percent in 18
years, an average annual increase

of 17,421,863, a rate of 2.1 percent.”

L
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CENSUS

HEN 1mt1al results of China’s
recent census Were published,

Beijing’s English-language - niews- =

paper China Daily carried a com-
mentary entitled «What the Cen-

sus Tells Us.” Portions of theﬁar—u |
‘ticle are quoted below..

5 -""I-

‘“This census, the thlrd smce the

On the New Census

ing the questionaires and proce~--
ing the data on the computer. (

- 2+*“This census is also a result of
fruitful co—operatlon between
China and the UN and other coun-

"l H."'l

tries, S0 B %
Tallﬂng abeut Chma s econom1c

lanmng beneflts from the census,

le commentator says, “The econ-

founding of the People’s 'REPUbhc ¥ -dmy in ‘a socialist system always

in 1949, 1s a meticulous piece: .of
work, and has an error‘ rate much
lower than the world standard ac--
cording to off1c1als__o,t' _

Stat1stlcal Bureau

¢ of ce
‘Millions i made Sk

to
ated house calls
Egrrect errors, and make final

the State a posmble way. .
I'ISU.S employees.

*oollect data, .
coll : : ‘educatlon of our

lists are stlll study- , 8

takes into account. the :long-range

1nterests of the people and aims to

meet the people, s needs. in the best
Tt determmes -eX-

ploitation of natural resources and

"development of productlon It also
' serves.as a rehable basis for better

employment ~and
pe0ple Detailed

statlstlcs for each ‘-age bracket wﬂl

orgamzatlon, .
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The populatio
autonomous regions, |

n distribution in the provinces, municipalities,

Sketeh Map of China’s Population Breakdown

Unit; million
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Xinjlang
PSS
Tibet L‘_
3_,2

1.1 /37| Beljing

12 ~1Tlanjin
Shanghal

\
China’s 3
top cities

O Hongkooo
4.2

Psopls’s Liberation lrny —

including members: of the armed forces

Hellongjleng ,, .

"' Mﬂp hy Li Jnouﬁw

9,230,687
(including

Beijing |
the nine
counties under the
direct admlinistration

of Beijing, 3,632,715)

7,764,141

Tianjin |
Rad (including ° the = five
counties under. . the
direct odmlmstrotlon
of Tlon]m. 2621 576)
Hebei. province 32,23?,3’;9
- Shanxi province . ,274:279
- Inner. Mongoha Autonomous 19, hr i
R.«a-.glon*r e | e 93
Liaoning provmce H gg‘ggtl),gs'&
S B 39,665,546
Hellong]mng provmce 58
Shanghal iy s ) 11 359 7
: : A e e ¥ | Iudlng tho too
e, R S L bR S < direct” ‘“odmlnlstrutlon o
T L (R LA T T fof Shanghal: 5:3%. 876)

60,521; 1i4
38,884,603
49, ‘665 724, :

Jiangsu ‘province .
Zhejiang: 'pr’oviocof‘-
*Anhui-province
Fu]lall provmco 1
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Jiangxi province
Shandong province °
Henan province
Hubei province
Hunan province .
Guangdong province

Guangxi Zhuan
‘Region
Sichuan provmce
Guizhou provmce
unnan province. .. .
'¥1bet Autonomous Region
Shaamu provmco i
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‘Maozu and ‘a few other
islands, 57.8}7)

33,184,827
74,419,054
74,422,739
47,804,150 .
54,008,851
59,299,220

(the ﬂgures for the
populotlon of Dong-
sha .and Nansha Is-
lands are not at pre-
ont m:luded) |

g Autonomous 36 420 960

99 713, 310
28,552,997
32,553,817
1,892, 393,
28, 904 423
19,5609, 261
' 3 895,706
. 3, 395 578

opoo:lous 13,081,681

.18, 2170, 749
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The population
autonomous regions,

Beijing

Sketch Map of China’s Population Brcal;;l;)wn

Unit; million

Peopls’s Liberation Army: hi

distribution in the provinces, municipalities,
including members: of the urmed forces
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Xinjiang — A

BYMLU ON

Our Correspondent

VYHE laint scents of melons and
fruit trees arc carricd by the
wind past the ruins of 2,000-ycar-
old sites, where once the Silk Road
linked Asia and Europe long ago.

Vast expanses ol sandy and peb-
bly waste are twisted by the same
wind into [lantastic landscapes,
dotted with lush green oases.

Streams ripple at the foot of
snow-capped mountains. Herds of
cattle and sheep graze peacefully,
tended by plain, forthright people

with their own unique customs and
culture,

And‘amidst these scenes. time-
less as the hills and sands, visitors
may also find new cities in the des-

THE'S Turpan Basin is about 150
' Kilometres southeast of Urum-
q, the regional capital. It is known

as ‘tl'me oven” — the hottest place
In Ching.

Even if you had
| an iron body you
- 1f you managed to get
Mountajn Although this is
b@ﬂrabl f Turpan js indeed un-

Ply hot Temperatures reach

4;‘4&98 44-46 degrees C and
. degrees C in summer.

SPECIAL REPORT

= AR

Centre

» COvering
the whole country.
Large stretches of jf are still waij-

Ing to be reclaimed, and huge

mineral resources remain untapped.

In 1983 Party General Secretary
Hu Yaobang and Premier Zhao Zj-

R L
-

- ¥ . -l-lrm,.quv-ﬂ L L e .

the A'ydingkol Lake; its water sur-
below sea leyel,

Popular rhyme: People wear fur
coats in the morning and silk
dresses at noon and eat water-

melons around burning stoves.
Because of the hj

point of the basin is°

' gh surroundin
yang each paid a'visit to Xinjiang. :

Zhao called it a treasyre land wait- -
Ing to be opened in the moderniza-
tion drive. Hu said the Party Cen-

tral Committee had decided to in- People also call it fengku, which
clude the development of Xinjiang Means wind warehouse, because
on its agenda and to turn Xinjiang gales and hurricanes blow more-
and the whole northwest jinto an  than 30 days a year on the average,
lmportant economic development Although hurricanes are extremely
base in the next century. rare on land, the convection of the
hot air from the basin itself and

the cold air blowing from the north
form these violent stormes.

mountains, rainfall is extremely
SParse  in  Turpan, averaging
16.6 mm a year. Ip very dry years
it can be only 4 mm. The local-

Ancient Ruins
The hot, dry weather has pre-

Set deep in high mountains, Tur-
pan is the lowest land in China. -

ENMUAN
#b"'f)y*.'l
%)
Sayram Lake;" 2"2™M3Y J_ungegaa‘ N
o SOMA O in
\ "’"iShi'heéi
Yining— I~ _URUMQI

/ :‘M%
__ Z > ' t:\""‘-
han *< '* -
7 “an‘:‘v NTurpan \ urpan B&Sln

orla Aydingkol Lal;e

. iv

i il

"Ei.i‘-“!n:“.‘|“:' ﬁﬂw
“‘ #ﬂ‘ .“ “- 1"‘““-".“.:..*‘ l‘i‘l
‘I.‘f‘ﬂ‘l'. | . “ I“.‘| . = “"‘I ." n‘ ‘

L

YoosTarim Basing

e,‘,ﬁr"

i
r

" g m @ -

| -
IIIIII

Qogir Peak

LAl Zﬁ. . -_ R IR
OB L)

S e e b

= ;1':1-,5.__'.: Fha

i
T

T A B

P " 2y wTamy =

T T — gl ==& = @ B #
. "

BT i T T A T

N TR A
w— BN ey

. il - =il il
- —— T p—————
e ey

e B Tkt

il -h-ﬁ'—:-l;l:k;:ﬁ-ﬂ“‘-'- I T LA R

g & gy B, T T LA - .,

- T . e -
"'%"5‘.1?!" X L- e T --r_-ll""-[._r e ) i r' o
o el Ve

7 e iyie s
: --._-'.'. F

——
L

T W e
P e ——————
. b .

E e = -

e e L e
=

= - - - = - -
® * o i g § " it L L g e i g™ = *‘-- ‘ n & 3
” ' " . - . - " 5 i B = [
WP VNPT Ty, g T R R o . WA T T i T .
il - E T .
= i, 1 -

E .--' *:"'L“-

L ’ . T R . .
| r— ; -
[ F [ il e == =



-i-—F-!-—-Iq-—'.--.‘__-_-_*- . =
: T o --l-i_=_.- —

-
el

Ny rricnds in the valley. Now
her son and duug'hlcr are  grown
ap and work in Turpan.

A prefecture lcader sald since
(he houschold contract responsibili-
(y system was introduced in 1979,
Qe advantages of the arca have
heen better exploited.  The area
|]lulllctl to grapes has  ncarly
Joubled, (rom over 3,300 to almost
6,600  hectares. Where  once
10,600 hectares werce planted with
colton, NOW 14,600 hcctarcs are
5:1(;\vy white at harvest time. Mean-
while, grain cultivation has been
cut from 30,000 hectares to 23,500
heetares. Grape and raisin supplies
still fall far below demand. Tur-

. panls gl'{ll]ﬂs, swceal alld ClCim, l0p

those grown in any other places.
1L may be possible to ship more
grain in from other areas and
further expand the acrcage sown
to grapes and cotton.

The people of Turpan are work-
ing hard to learn advanced culti-
vation techniques from other parts
of China and abroad. A joint proj-
ect with Tianjin will help improve
the quality of the local wine and
co-operation with their counter-
parts in Guangdong, Hebei and
Liaoning will improve techniques
for preserving fresh melons and
fruits. Equipment for processing
raisins will also be imported from

THE Pcople’s Liberation Army

L entered Xinjiang in 1949. As
soon as they settled down they
began to develop the arid land
around them. Later all the demo-
bilized soldiers formed a construcs
tion corps to guard the frontiers
and reclaim the land. Shihezi and
Karamay are two moOst famous
cities built in the desert since

liberation.

Shihezi was once inhabited only

by animals and overgrown with -

reeds. Reclamation began in the
winter of 1949, Settlers cul the
reed, burnt the weeds, built ro_adS.

30

they had made themselves.
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abroad, to raise the quality and
output of this tasty treasurc.

New Cities in the Desert

planted trees, felled timber and
cut coal from the hills. When

night fell, they slept in tents.

Later they built houses-with bricks
More

than 10 years of hard work turned
Shihezi Into a booming City.

Green Shihezi

Today, Shihezi has 560,000 peo-

ple coming from different parts of
China. It has 18 large state farms
covering . 58,000 hectares. There
are 35 industries, including sugar
refining, woollen textiles, Paper
making . and foodstuff Tt'actones,
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which mainly process local farm
and sideline products. These in-
dustries turn out more than 1,000

products.

The city proper has 130,000 peo-
ple. City construction was well-
planned from the very beginning.
The main boulevard 40 to 80
metres wide is lined with trees and

dotted with flower-beds. The cen-

cral area, which houses govern:

ment departments, schools, cul-

tural organizations, shops and
houses, .18 separated Dy shelter
belts from the eastern and western
industrial districts. About 29 per-
cent of the city IS covered with
treeé and lawns. In another few
years Shehezi will be a picturesque
city with tlowers in the spring,

shade in the summer, fruits in the:

Beijing : Reyiew, No. 1
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1.md cvergreens in  the perts, The Bayj Sugar Refinery

uull::::l al80 imported machines and equip- Zl;“gzlw r.;clzls, With a daily outpuy
5 Jdty has its own newspaper e from Japan, paid for in com. i kel

Lo lyxd radio station. It hag Pensalory trade, _In October 1955 cryge oil for
and e schools, 80 junior ndustry gusheg from the No, 1

Idlo :
”;?ldh:“l;clmul cducation 18 uni-
m

tecchnicians in the

well for the first time, The gates
o the ol treasurefhouse were

el Most | 2 Y l iy opened, ‘
vbrb'l;rucliun corps arc graduates | Fﬂrumay m_t.ans “black” ol in Pll:ase f T]hfe? J(earf T
cons the Uygur language, [t ig the first ot the oilfield’s development

¢ the Shihezi College of Agro-
of .

big oilficld surveyed and exploited Iacfhecn peid Todsy the

nomy-
with the implementation of the

mspunslbili!y system in prrfduclion
both In fur'min;ﬂ.!,r and livestock
wreeding, production has gone up,
bringing about a Spuaff.ly.tmprovc.
ment in the people’s livelihood.

The open policy adopted by the
city has already had a good begin-
ning. Woollen fabrics produced
by the Bayi (August 1) Woollen
Mill are sold in 16 countries and
regions; at home supply always
falls short of demand. A woollen
knitwear workshop using Italian
machines to produce 600 tons of
knitting goods a year has already
been put into operation. The Bayi
Woollen Mill plans to set up a
joint factory with the coastal city
of Dalian. A farm which ImpOort-
ed machines and pesticide from
Hongkong and Australia has had
good results in Increasing its
cotion output with the help of ex-

in the 19505

On the Black Qi) Hill, so named
because of the continuous flow of
petroleum, oil Springs gurgle amid

lumps of black asphalt, softened
by the heat of the sup. Every now
and then shiny black o] will
bubble out, The liquid flows down
the hill into an oi pond, which
Is smooth and calm as a mirror.
Because its solidifying point is 50-
/0 degrees below zero, the crude
oil is suitable for refined oil used
In extreme cold, such as lubricants
for airplanes and precision instru-

ments and black paint for luxury
limousines.

The presence of petroleum in
Xinjiang was recorded in classical
literature in 600 BC. But exploita-
tion began only in 1897 in Du-
shanzi, near the Black Oil Hill. By
1949, when the People’s Republic
was founded, there were only two

A workshop at the Tianshan Knitting Mill.

Karamay oilfield combines drill-

" ing, Pumping, refining and trans-

portation. The City is a new
industrial centre  with 160,000
people. 05

While trying to increase the out-
put of the existing oilfields, Xin-
Jiang oil authorities are working
in collaboration with other coun-
tries to prospect for new reserves.
The results have beep encourag-
ing. Another oilfield has been
located in an area near Karamay.
Its reserves are estimated to far
exceed those of Karamay. In the
Tarim Basin in southern Xinjiang,
the largest inland basin in China,
rich oil and gas resources have
been detected. It is estimated the
oil well in the northern part of the
basin drilled in September 1984
will yield 2,380 barrels of crude
ol and 230 cubic metres of
natural gas daily.

Advantages and
Disadvantages -

First-time visitors to Xinjiang
agree that you can’t really under-
stand how vast China is until you
visit the region. A trip to the next
town can be 200-300 kilometres,
or even 500 kilometres. The bus
speeds along a straight, seemingly
endless highway through the
desert. There is no grass, no
water, no human beings, not even
a bird; only lamp posts and the
distant mountains. Occasionally a
small village comes into view, but
it is quickly passed.

Xinjiang has three big mountain
ranges (the Tianshan, Altay axfd |
Kunlun mountains), three big

basins (the Tarim, Junggar ax:!d |
Turpan basins) and a dozen big

3t
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The Tarim River, 2,179 km
long, 18 the world's longest inland
© Creeping towards the vast

gecause the arca is not very
high ahove scu level, it has long
hours ol sunshine, strong radiation

and  high accumulated tempera-

re, Xinjlang is full of vitality.
provided it 18 adequalcely exploit-
ed, the autonomous region  will
creale cnormous wealth.,

Before liberation, howeyver, the
local people suffered  from class
oppression. The cconomy was
backward. Every three peasant
houscholds shared onc animal for
ploughing and ninc families shared
a wheel-barrow. Consumer goods
were scarce and. expensive — one
metre of white cloth was worth
15 kg of wheat, and a flashlight

could be exchanged [or a sheep.
exploitation

After liberation,

was put to an end. The people

of different nationalities have
rapidly developed farming and
animal husbandry, with the help
of people all over China. Today
the autonomous region has 4,000
factories producing iron, steel, pe-
troleum, coal, power, machines,
chemicals, textiles, refined sugar,
paper, tanned leather, tobacco and

olhf:r goods, These factories
which turn out 2,000 types oE
p_roducls. have laid & good founda-
tion for the future large-scale
development. '

Rich Resources

There arc 3.2 million hectares
()_l' arable land in Xinjiang, 2.5
times as high as the national per-
capita average. About 6.4 million
hectares of wasteland can be re-
claimed. The autonomous region
has 50 million hectares of grass-
land, one-fourth of the nation’s
total. It has 110 billion cubic
metres of water (including ground
water), 3.5 times as much as -the
national per-capita average.

The autonomous region has
30.24 million head of cattle, one-
tenth of the nation’s total. Wild

- animals and plants abound. So

far 586 animal species and 3,569
kinds of plants have been dis-
covered. To protect this wildlife,
15 nature reserves embracing 7.23
million hectares of land were set
up and 13 more will be established
i the near future. Among the
animals living in Xinjiang are
sable, wild deer, muskrat, mar-
mot, snow leopard, lynx, wild ass
and wild camel. The region has

The Basics of Xinjiang

- i

_.._.—-—--—--

otal agricilltural output value (million

T
3000 117476 181860

“—_-—#—*—--M‘

S 0 s
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College Students
Hbspital and Clinic Beds

32

J

2.84 million hectares of forest and
260,000 hectares of water surface

suitable for breeding fish and
other aquatic products,

Minerals are also abundant in
Xinjiang. Of the 150 known min-
crals, Xinjiang has 118, or 80 per-
cent of the minerals so far dis-
covered in China. At the Xinjiang
Geology and Minerals Exhibition
Centre, visitors will find lucid
petroleum which does not need to
be refined, aquamarine which can
be ground into stones shaped like
cat’s eyes, a 100-gramme gold nug-
get, a 350-kilogramme coarse rock
crystal, a 2,500-square-centimetre
mica sheet, and huge lumps of
copper, chromite, beryl and grease
white jade. The reserves of beryl-
lium, soda-niter, muscovite, feld-

spar, porcelain clay and serpentine

rank first in China. Thirty-seven
types and 78 kinds of jades and
other precious stones have been
found. At present, petroleum,
coal, cement mortar and mirabilite

- and salt are being mined in large

quantities. Twenty minerals or
mineral products, such as beryl
and columbium, tantalum concent-

rate, are exported.

Tourism in Xinjiang is unique
and enchanting. The snow-capped
ountains such as Bogeda Peak,
which can be seen from Urumgi,
and Qiaogeli Peak, the second
highest peak in the world, are big
attractions for mountaineers. The
placid Tianchi Lake, Bayinbuluke
Swan Lake, Sailimu Lake are
breathtakingly beautiful. ~Ancient
glaciers, hot springs and the
«devil’'s city’® are natural
wonders. |

Xinjiang has attracted many
Chinese and foreign historians,
archaeologists, WrIters, filmmakers,
journalists and tourists. .Since

liberation, more and more profes- |

sionals have come 1O develop the
/_ ]
« A 60-square-kilometre

l"l'
4 W= L .

ghosts. * * °

Beijing :Review, No. 1

eroded

qrea with a spectacular view. At o
night the violent winds howl like I8
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NOW, 240,000 skilled 8pC-
work in the region. Of
avery 10,000 pcupllu, 2..3 are 'col—-
opo graduates. dspecially  since
the Party Central Committee call-
ed [Or Xinjiang's development in
(983, many experienced  profes-
ave moved west,

nreie
clolists

sionals b

of course, developing Xinjiang
i« not that casy. The region also
has its limitations.

(smail Amat (a Uygur), chair-
man of the autonomous region,
pointed oul that the growth of
Xinjiang's cconomy is limited by
many factors. First of all, water
and usable land are¢ unevenly
distributed. Walcer is scarce, es-
pecially in spring. It evaporates
quickly due to the long hours of
sunshine. This has plagued water
conservation projects.

Second, much of Xinjiang is
isolated from the rest of China.
Because it is so big, communica-
tion and transportation are back-
ward and inconvenient. This, in
turn, hinders economic develop-
ment.

Third, the somewhat superficial
geological surveys conducted so
far fail 1o meet the needs of large-
Sf:ale development. The authori-
lies are still not sure exactly

where the region’s mineral re-
sources lje. |

And finally,_ ‘there are not
€nough scientists and technicians

0 implement the development
plans. -

disAmal Went on to say that these
lcdr:u:hrant.agnes must be acknow-
dged and dealt with. Only then

Delicate carvings in o mosque.

can practical plans for exploitation
be worked out.

He particularly stressed the im-
portance of using foreign capital,
advanced techniques and equip-
ment in the " large-scale develop-
ment of Xinjiang. There are
already eight joint ventures. Other
forms of co-operation include
prospecting.

Amat said more flexible policies
will be adopted. Clients at home

and abroad are warmly welcome

to develop the area in many
forms. They will receive preferen-
tial treatment and good facilities
in the use of land for construction
and in the supply of labour, raw
and other materials, in the sale of
products as well as in pricing and
taxation.

Ethnic Groups in Harmony |

THE Uygur minority dominates

oth Xinjiﬂﬂg. but there are also 46
~* ethnic groups. Of the

region’
- 8lon’s 133 million people, about

6‘ T
5; :E‘lufo“ are Uygur and about
_1‘11011 are Han. Most of th

re
mam'f'g People are Kazak, Hui,

Uzbek, Manchu, Tahur and Tartar
or Eluosi (Russian).

At the western tip of Chipa,
Kashi is a centre of Uygur culture.
Young people and old, men and

‘'women, stroll the streets wearing

traditional Uygur clothes. Young

women prefer dresses with intri-
cate, colourful embroidery. Young
meén wear square hats. Older
women usually cover their faces
with large brown veils and old
men wear their leather hats even
in the hot summer. Tourists to
the city enjoy riding through the
colourful streets in donkey carts
fixed with bright sunshades. -

We Are Satisfied

Aitgar Mosque is more than 540
years old. It can accommodate

7,000 worshippers. In Kashi more
than 1,000 years of Islamic history .

and tradition have found their way
into every aspect of life. About
6,000 mosques have been renovat-
ed and built. Moslems can attend
religious services any time and
listen to the Koran. The local gov-
ernment has seen to it that re-
ligious leaders can live comfortably
and play their part in the political
life of the municipality.

The leading imam of the Aitgar
Mosque, Kacemu Kareage, said
the Party’s current policies and
the situation of Moslems in Xin-

jlang satisfy them very much.

Kareage has made a pilgrimmage

to Mecca.

- .




The Uygur deputy director of

Kashi's largest industrial arts fac-

g woman named Reabjam

said they have produced o great
variety of hats, embroidered prod-

Lapestry and musical instru-
ments, to meet the needs of the
Uygur people. Director of the fac-
ory was getting ccady to leaye for
Urumgi to bring back gold. He
will collect about $ix umes as
much as he did last yecar, to be
ysed for women's jewellry.

Deep Friendship

From listening 10 Uygur cadres
who have grown Uup after 1949,
on¢ can Scc the decep (riendship
they feel for the Han people. The
feeling 1S mutual.

in the Kashi Cotton Mill, 41.6
percent of the 4,300 employees
are members of minorities. One
of them is Hawayecye, the Party
branch secretary, a Uygur. During
breaks she can often be found In

'a  mill courtyard entertaining

workers of all ethnic groups with
her funny stories.

Hawayeye lived In the country-
side near Kashi before she became
one of the first generé.tioh of In-
dustrial workers in Xinjiang. She
and some other workers Wwerec
later sent to the Zhengzhou Cotton
Mill in Henan Province to learn

techniques. Hawayeye’s first Han
teacher was Ge Haitang, a yari

spinner there.

~ The two women became &S
close as sisters and although they
have never seen each other since,
they still keep in touch by letters.

In the 1960s Hawayeye was

sent to learn more advanced tech-

niques in a mill in Shaanxi Prov-
ince. In the 1970, she went 0
study management in Qingdao, 3

coastal city in Shandong.

On a later trip to Shanghal Ha-
wayeye met Hao Jianxiu, & former

34

Tomur Daowamat.

textile worker, who Wwas then
Minister of Textile Industry. In

August 1985 when Hao visited

Xinjiang as an alternate member
of the Party Central Committec
Secretariat, she came to see Ha-
wayeye. They warmly embraced
and Hao was invited to eat roast
mutton 1n Hawayeye’s home.

Turcun, the 35-year-old secretary
to head the region’s nationalities
affairs commission, learnt stand-
ard Chinese from a Han engineer
when he was 2 technician in a
factory. After two years of hard
study, he could read novels in Chi-
nese. Later he received a higher
education in the Central Institute
for Nationalities and worked 1n
Beijing for several months. He
has been 1O several big cities in
south and northwest China.

town in Jiangsu Province. 10 their

surprise, a big Uygur festival came
up. The local Han people cooked
them a special meal in Uygur
style, They were all moved (O

tears.

Turcun now can speak Chinese
fluently and write reports about

tP!c work of his office, To express
his love for all the people of his

country, he throws all his energy
(o hls' work and study. In 1985
he will take a course in ancient

Chinese offered by a local uni-
versity.,

Tomur Dawamat, director of
E!’lc standing committee of the Xin-
jiang people’s congress and a
member of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China,
said that Xinjiang now has 180,000
minority cadres (43 percent of the
total number of cadres in Xin-
jiang). Their advancement cannot
be separated from the help of the

Han cadres. He is one example of
this.

Before Xinjiang was liberated,
Dawamat was a poor peasant
living in a small village in Turpan
Prefecture. During the rent reduc-
tion and land reform movements
wo Han cadres gave him much
help. He began to understand the
meannig of exploitation, and how
to serve the people.” In the 1950s,
he was elected village leader and
then county leader. Later he went
to Beijing to study In the Central
Institute for Nationalities. Elected
vice-chairman of the autonomous
region in 1964. he received warm
support and help from Wang En-
mao, a Han who 18 first secretary

of the region’s Party committee.

“In the past few years the peo-
ple of all minorities in Xinjiang
have been very satisfied with the
Party’s policies,” he-said. “Happi-
ness is linked to initiative. We are
now all in high spirits. Our con-
fidence and hopes form a bound-
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Samarkhel, 60 km from the Pakistan
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r‘ Y Wi’ ; 105
! v'” operations in three cagtern pro-
mces, Samarkhel, whien now con-
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deployments also have
from Heral, bordering
has been a build-up In
paktia and Ningarhar
_ bordering Pakistan. The Sovietls ap-
parently plan o continue their war of
atirition against Afghan civilians
while trying once again to cul off
mujahideen supply roules before the
winter s over

Since the Soviets occupied the coun-
ailed 1o
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Chinese connection

try five yvears ago thev have |

deny the mujahideen civilian support
and supplies, while securing theirown 3
munitions {low. However, 1984 was a | e
“}‘“‘“““F better vear for the Soviels. Kabul accuses Peking of supplying the resistance with i
Repeated offensives in the panjsher | arms and supporting what it calls terrorist activities i
are aimed at preventing guerilla at- ’ 1hid
!acks on the Salang highway connect- | : : e
ing Kabul to the Soviel border. which | Afghanistan's Sm'icl-inslallcd gov- able to the resistance In large quan- (&
will almost definitely resume after the : crnment has stepped up its prop- ‘ tities and tl.iey seem to be more effec- |
winter. Increased military activity in | aganda campaign against China’s sup- | tivein guertlla_war than heavier, more it
provinces bordering lran and Pakistan | port for the Afghan resistance. On 3V expensive equipment from the West.
| January. Kabul puhlishcd the textof a Chincse arms supplement the Soviet {5
| ' weapons capturcd by resistance fight- =

ntral committee of | :
fact that in Most CAaSEs the

is meant to flush out guerillas trom
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(o mount regular atl

1 anniversary ol the Soviet invasion last
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! pecember, Kabul was hit with rockets
 or five consccutive days, some of

them falling near the Darulaman pre-
sidential palace. The attacks came
despite tight security, and Soviet
units were unable to do anything ex-
cept drop flares over the city from heli-
coplers.

More recently, Western diplomats
reported a rocket-and-mortar attack

. on the well-defended Bagram airbase

letter is the lengthy description of

Eo““ler

Sino-Soviet cooperation in the early
Stages of the Chinese revolution,
ful!uwcd by the argument that
China should not object to ‘“the

A_fghan revolution” getting similar as-
Sistance.

Sﬁv'fllthn{ilitary assistance of the
wasc lm(:m tg revolutionary China
e welcomed,” the letter says, “but

right of our revolution to obtain

| Such assistance js rejected [by China).”

L continues: “Ch; :

: : Ina, having such past

;

XPerience, should have stood up in
the Afg}, the .April revolution, and
are figghtfm Patriots who have been and
whi Ing for the same objectives for

Sacrificed themselves in the
1€ revolutionary war.”

[ hise tha }Il)nese party does not recog-

as a revolutionary
Previous criticism by Af-
lance witl (;hlnes_e revisionism and
Made e 1 Imperialism. The PDPA
: '“dfrcct appeal for Chinese
ASSistance, saying “it would
ugncultun understandable if Chinese
ral technology, tractors,
tCl:;]nese machinery
‘ O the new Afghanis-
the c;ll?;ltcbmﬁsc Specialists hcﬁped n
Bug ¢ *Y's reconstruction.
thoge l “Xpressed shock that China
_re:“}ll('f with “reaction and
ofution.”  — HUSAIN HAQQANI
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near Kabul. The mujahideen destroyed
as many as 12 Soviel helicopters, tak-
Ing advantage of a daytime snowstorm
which grounded aircraft.

The Soviets generally retaliate
against attacks on their bases and per-
sonnel by resistance forces with aerial
bombardment of civilian targets. But
the tactic has had only limited success
in reducing support for the mujahi-
deen.

Over the past four months or so, the
thrust has been towards border pro-
vinces and the border itself. Soviet-in-
stalled Afghan President Babrak Kar-
mal warned last year that Afghanistan

|
|

|

had the right of hot pursuil agains
puerillas into Pakistan, followed by
series of attacks on border villages and
refugee camps in Pakistan. In recent

months, the Karmal government has

accused Pakistan or Iran of cross-bor-
der raids whenever fighting has in-
creased inside Afghanistan,

Kszul's protest notes Lo Islamabad.
making these accusations, now Invari-
ably contain threats of retaliatory ac-
tion. Diplomats and Pakistani officials
say the allegations of direct Pakistani
and Iranian attacks can be used as jus-
}1f:calion for more Afghan incursions
Into the two countries — particularly
Pakistan. “Sealing the borders is
tough task,” observed a Western dip-
lomat. “Besides fire power against the
mujahideen in Paktia and Ningarhar,
the Soviets also want to apply
psychological pressure against Af-
ghanistan's neighbours. They think the
prospect of more Soviets along the bor-
der coupled with threats of hot pursuit
will frighten Pakistan into cutting
supplies through its territory.” Pakis-
tani Foreign Ministry officials confirm
that the tone of Afghan protests over
alleged Pakistani border violations has
become “more threatening.” But as
Pakistan does not officially acknowl-
edge supporting the mujahideen, there
is no way it will admit taking measures

to stop them even if it did.

Fighting has escalated in the region
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Daily prayer, one of the five pillars of

the Moslem faith, goes on today in the E;it effhe:;em 5 o
world’s most populous atheistic coun- northwest
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KASHGAR, China — From a slender

|minaret of the Id Kah Mosqu'g, a loud- | se s
speaker summoned the faithful 10 e gythorities have allowed Islam
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| forehead to the grc;unhg eigc‘:'e ’I’g‘s’ﬁ “ho | the combined populations of Sauc.
ward direction © -
rambling mosque in this h
lem city in western China,
*| other worshipe<s facing the °
' | washed wall tSoa-up the affirmatio
' | God's greatness — ‘‘Allah akhbar!
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lhl Now York Thinea

mina — Tho other Sun-
(MR'T%I!:::“ went down to the
L nd a now donkey to pull
y cart that provides tl::;
m, ortation, It was & R
ru;lnl only 2 yoars old, and he
on »
et 1d farmer know how (o
ﬂnrl’:?nl the bazaar, whl(':.h he
“.mﬁ since ho was a boy. “‘I go
co and frult that I don’t need

eat and cOOKINg oll,' he ex-

o oarly moming,

and sellers CONVErge every Sun-

oasls town from Ih{; sur-
Ly nd mountains. Thelr

Tt A
,mmdimnﬂdgnﬁ;lm produce and drawn by
CATS, Jonkey and even camel, clog the

od roads, While Kashgar’s
Lrglgwhltu statue of Chairman

m'mmedong looks the other way, the

pe dz_g swell to more than 20,000 people

CrOW

t of a little private enterprise.
m%‘? t:’t‘.@kl}' bazaar is probably the
iyrgest of 44,000 free markets that now
. in China as a consequence of

g,Td::rlaﬂtural changes introduced
wer four years ago by Deng Xiaoping,
the Chinese leader. '

Bazaar an Old Tradition

cuch markets operate ostensibly as
an outlet for surplus crops and sideline

goods that China's 800 million peasants
are encouraged to produce under a re-

. sponsibility system that lets them eamn

e

e —

BE O e I e

B o el

more for growing more. But the mar-
kets have by now become a regular
source of food and consumer goods that
state-run stores cannot provide.

The weekly bazaar, which draws more

R mrm - 3 - . E
o g ""‘"""""--i-rm

o O B nsi s pissian |

o

The bazaar is an old tradition in e

Kashgar, which was an ancient city on
the fabled Silk Road. Caravans paused
bere between the mountain passes of
the snow-shrouded Pamirs and the for-
bidling Taklamakan Desert. When
Marco Polo stopped in ar seven

Ceaturies ago, he found the town pros-
perous but its inhabitants .pPer-

m he did not understand that the

ighurs, a Turkish minority in |

U
ﬁm Asia, have survived by their

=

-

There s still no lack of en
se enuity at the Kas bggrrﬂ;uh?gli
ﬂther%m a single Sunday that most
ok o :e' markets can unload in a
hﬂlwear, uam vendors of cart wheels,

e-d
04 camel belle . .Sk, horse bridles

raditional myq.

E

&

S

22
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€

e g

X

g &

S

A Donkey Se)g for $35

The other §
hl‘ﬂidered unday,
U
Nandmg ighur

aromas served up
fro

S ' ?1 ) b“be_-c“ed goods were not obtainable,” Eisa

mutton shish kebab to a hard roll that| Shakir said. “But the ex

looked suspiciously like a bagel.

Scampering children and mangy dogs
ran underfoot. Sheep, goats, donkeys,
camels and chickens contributed to a

cacophony that nearly drowned out the | his

lively bargaining.

Some negotiations were conducted
Lllamug,h u;;?glem tugged at the
sleeves of the participante,
trying to join them in a firm hand;’ﬂke
that would seal the deal. But there were
no fights, for all ‘thé shouting, and no
uniformed policemen were in sight.

Kashgar, which is the westernmost
city in China, also has the usual state-
owned department store downtown, but
it does not seem to do much business.
On one visit, it was filled with people
who sprawled on the concrete floor to

| escape the noonday heat outside. Noone

seemed to be shopping, only dozing.
Private Commerce Revives

The Sunday bazaar on Kashgar's out-
skirts, and a smaller daily one in town,
testify to the revival of private com-
merce in China. Both were closed dur-
ing the Cultural Revolution, when Mao-
ist radicals accused even minor ped-
dlers of taking the capitalist road.

“Eve had to be bought
through the state stores and many

change of goods
still went on in the countryside outside

Kashgar."

Mr. Shakir, a deputy commissioner of
the Kashgar prefecture, estimated that
is area now had more than 10,000

traders, of whom 2,000 to 3,000 worked
full time. Some retain agents in Shang-
hai and Peking who can dispatch popu-
lar merchandise 2,500 miles or more to
Kashgar in about 10 days. “If you went

) the Government bureaucratic
system, it would take a year,’”” Mr.

Shakir said. .
The shrewdest merchants have be-

come wealthy enough to buy their own
trucks, which is rare in China. ‘“‘Peas-
ants have to wait one year to earn their
income,’”’ Mr. Shakir said. “Traders
can get their income in oneday."

Peasants Catch the Fever

But local peasants have also caught
the fever. ‘‘Almost everyane goes to the
bazaar,” said Abdoushikur Yakub, the
chairman of the Pahatekli commune
outside Kashgar. ““I go myself and it’s
wonderful.”

Hussein Mohammed, a prosperous
farmer, explained how he benefited

from the bazaar. He said that he was
obligated to sell the state a ton of his
rice last year for 21 cents a pound. He
sold his remaining four tons of grain on
the fluctuating free market for about 50
cents a pound.

His wife, Pasha Abdullah, sai=$he
went to the Sunday market to buy
goetha to;: t{.jh;e:r seven children. ‘“‘And

rest o things my husband
for me,’’ she added dutif?ﬂ]y. R

The Kashgar authorities try to assess
a J percent tax on each transaction at
the bazaar. Merchants are also subject
to a 3 percent income tax on their busi-
ness. Mr. Shakir said there were no
other restrictions as long as the traders
did not sell contraband or engage in

speculation.

The local inhabitants seem proud of
their bazaar. “Last year [ went to
Yugoslavia and Rumania and I saw
some of the markets, but they were
drab and the quality of goods was
poor,”’ Mr. Shakir said. He attributed
the Kashgar bazaar’'s success to the
tolerant new policies from Peking.
Then he confided, “If you go out to the
countryside, business is even brisker."’
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"xi also warned that Chinese Mos- - ,
'-“g“ s any foreign religious | Bureau still monitors religious activi- |said they took advantage of the long ﬁiﬁoﬂnﬁt b?ireu?{kuemnmmggm“w

| crganizations or persons 1o interfere’” |ties. Ismail Amat, the chairman of Xin- |lunch break. - :

in thelr activities. But officials shrug off | jiang’s regional government, sald last| The Government forbids religious ﬁmfﬁgiﬁ od;drzﬂf

the risk that the tundamentalism of | year, *“‘We must deal blows at all viola- education for those under 18, but Mos- |oi5n ] am confident that under the

Ayatollah  Ruhollah Khomeini will |tions of law, crimes and counterrevolu- | lem beliefs get passed on at home. The |Communist Party of China, Islam will
| tionary sabotage carried out under the [China Youth Newspaper complained | continue to be practiced,” he said.

catchon. 1 - E
Abdullah Riyim, the head of Xin- | cloak of religion.” He gave no exam- |last year that parents in Xinjiang were | Byt the coexistence of Islam i
s foreign affairs office, said that | ples. “forcing”’ religion upon their children. | Marxism in x1njlangc:lusoseslswer t;gdr q |

i ﬁ%ﬂfgﬁg :;ﬁxr; I:;:r'll‘yagljlussnﬂat | Clergymean Keep Followers in Line Imam Karaji agreed that “‘more and Imlnhermuedt thamnu'adlcﬁm. and the lm?m
| |owing the Shiite sect common to Iran. | Moslem clergymen are ed to | MOTe young P:Ui!:]le t;re mmrlgsﬂfts%: spil:'i o mngpthere. was no room for
| And he added: “‘Khomeini Is conserva- keep their followers in line. In early m‘-‘e-, *';g el 1; S‘Iu“: 2 Cortes !munly o 2
tve. We are progressive.”’ Mehut Amin | November 1981 riots broke out in Kash- I %gaiher o aﬂfp th'e Coymmmgu- ey Pmlwﬂ dual” the w—ywm-old

sald that because Chinese Moslems |B&r after a Chinese killed a Uighur in a « power declared that *‘every- | said. “He only gi :
e : ry- | Imam . “He only gives one belief.

d not understand " | Kashgar’s 1d Kah Mosque, visited sev- e - 12 gy
ﬂ‘.. 3 MLSLEheY Rroec eralhgcsques to Teditce the tension (1| | HRn PALtSIE southern Xinjiang, some |lieve in Commurista.
Yet there is concern that the Ayatol- | told the worshipers that they must have __________—_____——_——_——_‘_'———————’_:' R $i5

lah Khomelni not be given a pretext to | confidence in the government and that : )

neddle. A Moslem religious leader in |these people would be dealt with by law |
Xinjlang said, ‘I am not worried be- and nobody should interfere,” he re- 1 2

cause his influence will not reach this |called. : 1
area." Since 1980, Peking has allowed a i
score of Moslems each year to make the : 8
Protection Under the Constitution | hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca that all de-

He went | vout Moslems must theoretically take ]
e asaaicomplainthat ithe fin their lifetime. The visas are ar- bl
ter of Isl wants to make Iran the cen- |ranged through Pakistan because China e
b am and move Islam into Iran, |does not have diplomatic relations with b

use the Ayatollah is Shiite.” Chi- |Saudi Arabia.
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O O WMiLES 800 _ Moslems in China i Oﬂlclalslh"e encountered public pres-
5 kind of fo 1] m | sureé (o worship. “People say, ‘Why
svoklIng .::Trmi HOVIl numln P / m t %ou at ue?’ * Mr. Amtn | |
w.fnck' Moslomn bo- b some C4t.‘1mﬁtt WE! iy el
China’s M¢ Iy | munist officlals were also
\inoritied that Inl'mhll LD rumq ) _ practicing Moslems, :
oglons. XinjJlang, A | |
tler l:‘;ﬁ e Soviet JRN XINJIANG ‘} | Ka?l.: fll_::t;kll Commune outside |
ONROIS y A 2 ga 320 Uighur families or- |
(stan, pPaklstan  RIK } % __( GANSU" ganized into 43 production teams, It ,
ghura and 1 mil- ' ;0"-"» A s~ TN— also has 43 mosques. “Each team has '*
ny It‘.!ﬂ:ltﬂ' Illlllﬂmrn “/" — N < L , “ [u own mue'll tm mmm,s '
as woll < party _
M eks and Tadjiks and = Y secretary, Abdullah Ahmed, proudly §
¥ eninese-speaking Mos- \ / ?{alg]m" is 100 percent Moslem here.” 1
- o strategy hinges \ ¢ also reported that his commune had ;.
g dofonse ¢ nin CHIN o 240 Communist Party members, who
1 lg such minorities (78 2 - are supposed to be atheists ] i |
{ religlous tolerance also HNETAN ' ‘ |
o 'g Image among the na- 11T cerfl The authorities have rationalized the i
ahances Cmn?hc Middle East and Af- | ‘Tr“! | | h Chungking e appearance of party officials at reli- '
Wot Mlﬂ'-‘ : diplgmntlc links with || INDIALL | | ).ﬁi’ gious functions by claiming that they |
rica. China W Moslem countries. UL . I\ are ethnic tradition. “It is £
mnﬂ)'“"’“dmm IR il according to their custom and does not |
wary of Foreign Inf! It mean that they believe in religion,’ in- |
{ Zhongxun, u senlor BURMA sisted Mr. Amin. |
- Last ,“ﬁﬂ?:r ‘urged Chincsé Moslems W | \ !E \f 72 % ; The! Red Flag article last sumr. _ as-
P‘“V&"me religious and cultural con- e d - Ll bt Lk ) g p?ﬂ"gr members that religion |
oo s abroad. The ideo- wither away once China made 3
| yets with 16:; e explained last The New York Times / Juze 15,198 gufficient scientific advances that its | | '
jogical journal Rch ,-.i‘?gious contacts  The largest concentration of Chinese Moslems, according to 1882 census, is  citizens “no longer need to look for
| mmmer thatﬂ:‘:mpo rt‘ant ~ole in rals- in Xinjlang. Other major areas include Ningxia, Gansu and Henan. spiritual sustenance in the illusory |
e e world of gods.” But young Uighurs or 1
our country Kazakhs are also looking to Islam as 1

bese officlals who arranged the inter In return, the - ST
- : pilgrims help promote 2l

&Td:rslltﬁ later that the clergyman not |China's ties with Moslem countries. g
ed because his views might | When Saleh Mullah, a Kashgar clergy- f |

upset Teheran, with whom Peking has
’ man, madehlshajjlnlssl,heandfour 7
Ciplomatic ties. other pilgrims stopped in Pakistan and o

clglrll'; fmtreatment of its Moslems has | Bangladesh on their way home as i
Rmmﬁmprwed since the Cultural |guestsof the local Moslems. 3L
Were , When some clergymerf | The authorities have printed 70,000 i
meu“ﬁfﬁe"" paraded through the | copies of the Koran in Arabic to replace
their necks pig’'s heads tied around |those lost in the Cultural Revolution,

' though Mr. Amin conceded that “it IS

T

Cﬂnﬂ'é’nﬂm authorities tell Han |still not enough.” There are plans 10
than risk oﬂmp up their pigs rather |print another 30,000 copies in Uighur
tem fora :ﬂding Moslems by letting |next year. About 120,000 copies of tt'l’e
year, a Sgha:Lt large. And early this |Hadith, a collection of the Prophet’'s
Ogled ghal youth newspaper |sayings, has been printed in Uighur,

4
for call
bi alns ing the Moslem Mr. Amin said.
h{llm?g {pork a ‘‘fetish."* ke !islam {s strongest in ethnic areas like

- like C e
hig hristianity an _ | southern Xinjiang and perhaps no m
“t:légul:lmtected in thetgry b;l aBnl;?p so than in Cl'jnina's westernmost city of
ber. “Pegp] tlon adopted last Decem- | Kashgar. As early &3 the 9th century,
W 1 begjoe, LaVe the right to belleve or |the faith follow the caravans along |
im o~l1Ua in religion,” said Bahar |the old Silk Road to Kashgar, where
But the zbek official in Xinjlang.  |supplanted Buddhism and Nestorian
Watchdog Religious Affairs |Christianity, before evmmall{h :oth.il;

&_ﬁ_ nating the rest ;uft:‘};!qjlm in
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