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QAIDU AND THE RISE OF THE
INDEPENDENT MONGOL STATE IN
T CENTRAL ASIA -

-Michal Blran The Hebrew Umvmzty of Jerusalem

Qaudu (1236-1301), one of the grcat Mongol Khans, is better
ﬁknown as a rebel than as a state builder. Grandson of Chinggis
Z  Khan's designated heir, Ogodei, Qaidu became an active player in
- the Mongol arena only after the house of Ogodcl lost its supremacy
.~/ tothe Toluids, descendants of Chinggis’s younger son. The coup
S P of the To!uzds and their seizing:of the’Qaan’s throne were -~
““accompanied by purges ‘of many of the Ogédeids, who had to give
up their army and territories. Against this background Qaidu strove
to revive the C)godend cause. From the 1270s onward Qaidu

dgd not only in constantly challengmg Qubllal Qa'an, but

B

’;l',.' ivities undermined: the Qa'an’s authority, shifted the 7
ower in the Mongol empire and accelerated its
s dlsmcmbcrment 'ﬁhough the house of Ogodei departed. from the .~
4.7 stage of hlstory aftc;f?deus death, the Mongol state that he
s established in: Centra sia, a state independent of the Qa'ans ¢
authority, survived ‘hl. '“ndcr the rule of the Chaghadaids, his

! all:es, and successors.

Tn this first comprehens “‘blography of Qaidu, based on a close’¢| V.
) ':ﬂ reading in Persian, Arab‘g‘,ﬂd Chmes 'sources. MlchaﬁBlmﬁ '
reveals a highly i lmpon:tant yet, lesser-known chaptcr of th ﬂ'é"hlstory
of 13th century. CentralAsia, the Mongol Ernpire in-its stages of |
dlsmtegratlon and the formative stagés'of the Chaghadmd
thanate, thar was in fact Q:udus lcgacy
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