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The predecessor of the Republic of China:
A Reference Book was the China Year Book,
an important publication detailing developments
in the Republic of China, published annually
from 1951 to 1980 by China Publishing Company
under the sponsorship of the Republic of China
Government Information Office. Since 1980, much
time and thought has been devoted to a new layout
and design; more topics were added as well. The
first revised edition was published in 1983.

Over the past three years, major changes have
taken place in the politics, economy, and society
of the Republic of China. A timely revision of the
book thus became a necessity. in producing this
new edition, the Hilit Publishing Company Ltd.
has reviewed all available data and added relevant
information and illustrations to the new book in
order to provide its readers with the most current
and comprehensive understanding of the Republic
of China.

A special feature of the latest edition is that the
most recent section of the Chronology, a recording
of significant events in this country from January,
1984 to June, 1985, has been moved from the rear
to the front of the book and is now accompanied

Ly meaningful illustrations. In the historical
section, emphasis has been placed on national
development efforts and achicvements over the past
three decades in the Taiwan, Kinmen, and Matsu
arcas. A chapter concerning natural resources
conservation and cnvironmental protection has
been mnewly added to the volume’s ‘‘Social
Development’’ section; it summarizes the efforts
of the government to improve and preserve both
wilderness and inhabited areas in the Republic of
China on Taiwan and the progress made.

This is the first reference book produced by
Hilit totally in English. We hope that it will prove
an outstanding work—a proud venture in our
cfforts to expand our publication domain and
provide our readers with reliable and worthwhile
reference materials.

We are deeply grateful to the Government
Information Office for the assistance it has
provided; without it, publication of this volume
would surely have been impossible. We also wish
to express our appreciation to thirty-one other
government organizations and nineteen editorial
advisors (a list follows) for their invaluable
contributions and their comments on the draft.

TS Y, T 2,

Dixson D. S. Sung /
President
Hilit Publishing Company Ltd.
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Dr. 'Su‘n Yat-sen

National Father

Sun Yat-sen, also known as Sun Wen, was born
in a coastal village near Hsiangshan in Kwangtung
Province in 1866, He died in Peiping in 1925,

Ever since his youth, Sun Yat-sen had seen the
weakness of the corruptive Manchu povernment
and realized the dangers China was facing., As
early as 1883, at the age of 20, he had made up his
mind to topple the Ch'ing dynasty and save China,

Sun_ Yat-sen was educated in both Chinese and
Western schools, At 13, he sailed with his mother
to Hawaii, where he went to school i lolani College
and the Oahu College. He returncd home in 1883

WPy

o LUl

e i

‘ to follow up further studies in Chines s and
history. Later, he went to Hongkor y attend
Queen’s College and the Hongkaon ledical
College from which he graduated in 182 he
gave up his lucrative professional prac n

medicine for the sake of the revolution, He wante
¢ to save the sick nation as a whole rather




f THIECOR,
merely individual patients,

In 1894, Sun founded his first revolutionary le
organization, the IHsing Chung Hui (Society for Pccp]c's Livelihood. It was Iusalpmuommhn'ld'
Rebuilding China) with a group of overseas Chinese independent, democratic, and prosperous Chm Ch 2 235
youths in Honolulu. , through realization of these principles. S

In the 16 years following 1895, Dr. Sun and his Dr. Sun Yat-sen categorically negated the neces- o
followers staged ten uprisings against the Manchu sity of implementing Communism in China. He
governmient, all ending in failure. Their success believed that class struggle, an intrinsic element of
came finafly on October 10, 1911 when Wuchang, Communism, is not a requirement for human pro- -
the capita! o h, was taken by the revolution- gress. He made this clear in a joint declaration issued
aries. Tl ither provincial capitals and with Soviet envoy Adolf Joffe in 1923 that the
importii’ I one after another into the Communist system was not suitable for China. He
hands o! nwionary army and the whole also pointed out that cooperation, rather than class
nation v ‘g the side of the revolutionary struggle, is the motive force for social development.
forces. | :lected Provisional President Prior to his death, Dr. Sun urged his compatriots
of the ne blic and was inaugurated on  to continue uniting and building the nation through
Jan, |1, 1 peaceful means. That wish was accomplished by his

Dr. Sun ed his political ideals in a set successor, Chiang Kai-shek, less than three years -
of doctrine the Three Principles of the later.
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in the distric! b ,nnn ain Chckinns Pra 'e C

China.
In his carly childhnnd Chiang l\ul-she
under the strict guidance of his devoted mothe
19, he went to Japan to study military science, wher
he deliberately inured himself to hardship b
performing menial services.
Chiang’s revolutionary carees lu pan in 19
when he joined the Twng Meng /i a revolus
tionary party led by Dr. Sun Yat o0, faunder olf

the Republic of China, lmimed after the
Wuchang Uprising broke out it returned
home to command a unit of icv & vy forces
that later covered Hangchow, :pital of
Chekiang Province. .
When Yuan Shih-kai betron ! national
revolution by coercing the parlaie w1 electing
him to the presidency in 1913, i, & (oclaimed
the Second Revolution. Chiang ai-shick was the

first to join the reformed party and became a loyal
supporter and close associate of Dr. Sun Yat-
sen.



-uu.g.cwl‘ully loilcd a Commﬁrust plons 1o cripple

Kuomintang, and suppressed a rebellion -'
Kwangtung Province, two significant cvents (lﬁ &

consolidated the foundation of revolution:

Under Chiang Kai-shek's Ieadership, China
launched the historic Northern Expedition on
August 10, 1926, By 1928, the whole nation was
united and the Commander-in-chiel was e¢lected
Chairman of the National Government. (He was
clected President by the National Assembly on
March 29, 1948.)

Japan started its all-out assault on China in 1937.
China had to fight a war of resistance for eight
years, half of which was without outside help. Even
for the second half of it, during which the United
States and Britain joined in the Pacific War against
Japan as a result of the Pearl Harbour Incident, the
limited support China received from the Allies
could hardly compensate for the heavy losses it
suffered in terms of lives and materiel. By the end
of the war, China was almost totally exhausted.

The Chinese Communists would not allow the
government to have a breathing spell. With arms

When thc ate lent
5, 1975, the profound grief ,
people at home and abroad que. He is
respected for his unparalleled achievements in a
career distinquished through thick and thin with
his compatriots. He is especially remembered for
his example in a life-long observance of such
virtues as loyalty, filial piety, benevolence, and :
personal integrity. i

In his last testament, Presidem Chiang Kai-shek
urged his countrymen to “‘realize the Three
Principles, recover the mainland, rej :
national culture, and remain in the dem
camp.' These admonitions remain as'
for the government and people of the'l
of China on their way to continue natlona
reconstruction.
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