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PREFACE

Among historians of Russia, neglect of the period of Mongol domina-
tion has been the rule rather than the exception. As Michael Cherniavsky
aptly observed, “There seems to have prevailed a vague desire to get rid
of, to bypass, the whole question as quickly as possible.”" Most special-
ists in medieval Russian history have described the Mongol influence as
negligible or entirely deleterious and then moved on rapidly to other
topics of investigation.? Russia’s historical experience since the “Tatar
Yoke” has itself contributed to this traditional prejudice among Russian
writers. During the imperial period, when Russia was constantly at war
with such Asiatics as the Ottoman Turks, the Central Asian Muslims, and
the Japanese, the Russian populace tended to regard Muslims, nomads,
and Asians with contempt and suspicion. Westernization, initiated by
Peter the Great, introduced European feelings of superiority into
eighteenth-century Russian historiography and racist and colonialist
ideologies into nineteenth-century Russian historical writings. Imperial
Russian policy toward minorities at the turn of the twentieth century
engendered rabid chauvinism. The scholarly discipline of Inner Asian
studies bloomed only at the end of the nineteenth century in Russia, too
late to influence the treatment of Russo-Tatar relations in the classic mul-
tivolume histories of Russia.’ Even the early Russian oriental studies
reflect all the prejudices of their times against nomads and Muslims.*

Soviet scholarship since the Russian Revolution has made great
strides in the study of medieval Russia and the Mongol Empire. At the
same time, it has perpetuated some of the prejudices of Imperial Russian
historiography and interpolated some newer dogmas.® Among Russian
emigré scholars, the Eurasian movement of the 1920s tried to reinterpret
Russia’s relationship with the steppe but foundered in metaphysical parti-
sanship. Eurasianism did inspire George Vernadsky, the recognized
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American specialist on Russo-Tatar relations, but his contributions o the
subject contain their own idiosyncratic flaws,* Western scholarship, with
its own set of biases, has too often echoed, at various levels of sophistica-
tion, the famous but apocryphal epigram, “Scratch a Russian and find a
Tatar.”” Thus nationalistic prejudices, cultural condescension, and schol-
arly ignorance have contributed to the continued neglect of the impact of
the Golden Horde on Russian history.

In recent years the situation has begun to change. A number of
Western and Soviet historians, archaeologists, and philologists have shed
much needed light on the period of Mongol rule. Thus far, however, no
one has attempted to integrate their findi ngs or to present a new overall
interpretation of the role of the Mongols in Russian history. In this mono-
graph | will approach this task using the paradigm of the medieval ethno-
religious frontier as a comparative framework.

NOTES

1. Michael Cherniavsky, “Khan or Basileus: An Aspect of Russian Medieval
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7. Macmillan Book of Proverbs, Maxims and Famous Savi
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century. It is most plausibly attributed to Napoleon. See Victor Hugo, Le Rhin
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The Mongol Impact on Medieval
Russian History

- By Charles J. Halperin.

“Scratch a Russian and find a Tatar!” In the
traditional view, reflected in this epigram,
Russia’s supposed historical backwardness
and isolation from the West are blamed
largely on Russia’s domination by the
Mongol Golden Horde from the thirteenth to
the fifteenth century. In a pathbreaking rein-
terpretation of the impact of the Mongol
yoke on medieval Russian history, framed
within the comparative context of the medi-
eval ethnoreligious frontier, Charles J. Hal-
perin shows the Russo-Tatar relationship to
have been complex, multifaceted, and by no
means always hostile. Alongside the religious
prejudice and ideological enmity toward the
Mongols expressed in the contemporary
written sources on which the traditional view
is based, Halperin points to countervailing
evidence—pbhilological, archaeological, and
textual—of close and pragmatic relation-
ships involving intermarriage, mutually pro-
fitable trade and commerce, borrowing of
political institutions, assimilation of Mongols
into Russian society, and alliances between
Russian princes and Mongol khans fhat left a
more positive legacy. This pioneering effort
at reconstructing a realistic image.of Russo-
Tatar relations and assessing their impact on
Russian history is essential reafimg for any-
one interested in Russian, medieval, and In-

ner Asian history.

‘c the author of nu-
HARLES J. HALPERIN is t . :
r(;erous articles in the field of medieval Rus

sian history.
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A History of the Ostrogoths
By Thomas S. Burns

Combining the latest archaeological findings with information from tradi-
tional literary sources, Thomas S. Burns presents the first modern portrait of
the Ostrogoths from their initial contacts with the Roman world in the third
century through the dissolution of their kingdom in Italy in 554. Burns re-
veals both the Ostrogoths’ adaptability and the surprising residual power of
their tribal and pagan origins—a combination that enabled them to lead
barbarian Europe for almost half a century and to shape the coming Middle
Ages.

“| know of no comparable study published or unpublished. The book should
be the standard in English for many years.”—Walter E. Kaegi

320 pages, 5 drawings, 4 maps,
16 photos, 4 tables, bibl., notes, index ISBN 0-253-32831-4

Rule and Conflict in an Early Medieval Society
Ottonian Saxony

By K. J. Leyser

Represents a departure in the study of early medieval Germany. Leyser stud-
ies the relationship between the Saxon nobles and their kings in the tenth
century and the first decades of the eleventh, a period of habitual unrest. He
supplements political explanations with the insights of social anthropology
to clarify our understanding of the Saxon empire.

“No one who reads this book only once can hope to absorb all it has to offer.
But now medieval German history will never look quite the same again.
This is a book of insight and depth.”—Times Literary Supplement

200 pages, append., bibl., notes,
index, 2 maps, 4 b & w plates ISBN 0-253-17525-9

Art and Culture in Nineteenth-Century Russia
Edited by Theofanis George Stavrou

This rich collection of thirteen original essays by leading scholars delves into
the relationship of Russian culture to society, circa 1775—1885. Essays in
Part | treat the broad perspective of nineteenth-century Russian culture
through the prism of such issues as the Russian intelligentsia, St. Petersburg
and Moscow as cultural symbols, the “Russianness” of the Russian novel,
and manifestations of national consciousness in Russian music. Part Il in-
cludes surveys of architecture, painting, sculpture, caricature, and the deco-
rative arts. A concluding chapter explores the relationship of folk art to high
culture.

“_. . the articles, examining life through art, . . . serve well to characterize
a dynamic era in Russian history.”—Library Journal

288 pages plus 48-page coated insert,
photos, index ISBN 0-253-31051-2
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