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‘Peter Hopkirk’s narrative is irresistible, his style
lucid, and, as current events in Afghanistan show, his
theme is ominously topical.’

E. C. Hodgkin

‘Let us turn ourfaces towards Asia’, exhorted Lenin when
the long-awaited revolution in Europe failed to
materialize. ‘The East will help us to conquer the West.’

Peter Hopkirk’s book —the last in his trilogy set in Central
Asia —tells for the first time the story of the Bolshevik
attempt between the wars to set the East ablaze with the
new gospel of Marxism. Lenin’s dream was to liberate the
whole of Asia, but his starting-point was British India.
A shadowy, undeclared war followed, in which the
British and their allies were determined
to wreck Moscow’s plans.

Among the players in this new Great Game were British
Indian intelligence officers and the professional
revolutionaries of the Communist International. There
were also Muslim visionaries and Chinese war-lords —as
well as a White Russian baron who roasted his
Bolshevik captives alive.

Pieced together from the intelligence reports of the day,
and the long-forgotten memoirs of eye-witnesses, here is
an extraordinary tale of intrigue and treachery,
barbarism and civil war, whose echoes continue to be
heard in Afghanistan and elsewhere today.
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