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SINIFICATION OF ETHNIC MINORITIES IN CHINA

by
Amrit Lal*

About 949% of the population of China can be called Chinese. The other
6% consists of a number of ethnic minorities or “nationalities.” A nationality is
defined by the Chinese as “a body of people living in a common area, historically
formed, with a common language, a common economic life, and a common
psychology.”! Outside observers have noted that since 1949, a large number of
minority administrations have been set up by the Communist government. John
De Francis commented in 1951, “Indeed, so perfunctory is the enumeration ot
[minority nationalities] that one is frequently hard put merely to identity some of
the nationalities, much less obtain a satisfactory statement of their characteristics."?

" In practice, it seems that the Peking government in the early days established
only the vaguest criteria for distinguishing “Han” ()3 people from minorities.
Language, religion, culture, and “"backwardness” were the factors involved, but the
instructions for the 1953 census directed that the determination of ethnic affili-
ation be left to the head of the household, who was expected to notity the
administration of the nationality of which he considered himself a member.*

In fact, some officially designated “minorities” were unquestionably Chinese.
The “Hui” of the Ninghsia Hui Autonomous Region are merely Chinese Muslims.

Attempts by outside observers to definitively classify the minorities of China
have not been entirely successful either. A linguistic classification, for example,
can point out that besides the many Chinese dialects (or languages), there are
Austro- Asiatic, Altaic, Tibeto-Burman, Thai, Miao- Yao, and other language families
represented among minority populations. But the linguistic affiliations of various
tribes or peoples are complicated enough to make classification on this basis a
rather arbitrary effort. The Manchus and the Chinese Muslims, for example, all
speak Chinese, and it is clear that language was not used as a criterion in deter-

mining their minority status.

* Mr. Lal is an Indian demographer and student of China.
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Minority Areas

Minorities in China are officially
accorded admuinistrative “autonomy.;’
Thus there exists a plethora of smaller
or larger ‘“autonomous areas’ theoreti-
cally administered separately from the
Han areas. .An autonomous area gener-
ally exists at one of three admunistrative
levels: province, district (chou M), or
county (hsien B).

There are five large-scale, province-
level Autonomous Regions (Bi#ig[E) 1n
China todav: the Inner Mongolian Au-
tonomous Region, the Sinkiang Uighur
Autonomous Region, the Ninghsia Hul
Autonomous Region, the Tibetan Au-
tonomous Region,> and the Kwangsi
Chuang Autonomous Region. These
regions of Outer China exhibit wide
variations in environment, but there
are historical and cultural afhnities be-
tween many of the major groups (e.g.
Tibetans and Mongols) and they have
tended to have the same sort of relation-
ships with the Chinese; 1.e. the Chinese
immigrants have generally formed small
town enclaves surrounded by the rural

or nomadic minority population.
They are now reinforced by a sizable

Chinese military and administrative es-
tablishment and some rural colonists.

The smaller autonomous areas may
be classified into three types, according
to the mix of minority elements.

- In the first group are the areas
Inhabited by only one nationality. Fifteen
nationalities each live in a single au-
tonomous unit. Three of these each
occupy one chou — the Kirghiz in Sin-
kiang, the Pai in Yunnan and the Lisu
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in - Yunnan. The remainder live In
autonomous counties: the Tahur, the
Owenko and the Olunchun in Inner
Mongolia; the Yuku and the Tunghsiang
in Kansu; the Tu and the Salar jq
Chinghai; the Tadjik and the Hsipo in
Sinkiang; the Shui in Kweichow: the
Ch’ing in Szechuan and the Nahsi in
Yunnan. The T’ai have an autonomous
chou in Yunnan, and the Lahu occupy
an autonomous county in Yunnan.

The second group is comprised of
autonomous areas in which live one of
the bigger minority groups together
with other, smaller groups. This pat-
tern of settlement may be called ‘one
race in several units.” The Koreans
have an autonomous chox and an au-
tonomous county in Kirin. The Mon-
gols, although found mainly in the Inner
Mongolian Autonomous Region, have
two autonomous chou in Sinkiang and
seven autonomous counties elsewhere:
two in Liaoning, and one each in Sin-
kiang, Chinghai, Kansu, Kirin and
Heilungkiang. The Hui live mainly 1n
the Ninghsia Hui Autonomous Region,
but have also one autonomous chou 1n
Kansu and Sinkiang. They are also
found in autonomous counties; two In
Hopei, one each in Kansu and Sinkiang
and two in Chinghai. Similarly, the
Tibetans, besides living in Tibet proper,
occupy nine autonomous chou: five In
Chinghai, one each in Kansu and Yunnan
and two in Szechuan. In addition, the

Tibetans have two autonomous counties,
one each in Kansu and Szechuan. The
Kazakhs have one autonomous chou I

Sinkiang and three autonomous counttes,
one in Kansu and two in Sinkiang.

The Miao have four autonomous coun-

ties, one each in Yunnan, Kwangsi,

Kweichow and Hunan. The Yao have
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seven autonomous counties, three In
Kwangsi, two in Kwangtung, one 1n
Hunan and one in Yunnan. The Tung
nationality has two autonomous counties
in Hunan and one in Kwangsi. The
Chuang, besides the Kwangsi Chuang
Autonomous Region and an autonomous
county in Kwangtung, are also found 1n
national autonomous areas in Yunnan
and Kwangtung. The Wa inhabit two
autonomous counties of Yunnan. The
Yi (formerly called Lolo) live in two
autonomous chou, in Szechuan and

Yunnan and five autonomous counties,
four in Yunnan and one in Szechuan.

The third group embraces °‘joint
autonomous areas,” those peopled by

several nationalities. In these areas many
different ethnic groups interpenetrate

geographically while maintaining their
separate cultural and social entities.
Mongols, Tibetans and Kazakhs lve
together in an autonomous chou In
Chinghai; the Miao live with Tuchia
in Hunan, with Li in Hainan, with
Chuang in Yunnan and with Tung and
Pu-yi in Kweichow. There are two
more mixed chou, both in Yunnan,
~ shared by the T’ai and the Chingpo.

As far as autonomous counties are
concerned, the Yi share a county with
" the Hui in Yunnan and one with the
Hani in Yunnan; the Pu-yi live with
the Miao in Kweichow; the Chuang
with the Yao in Kwangtung; the T’ai
with the Bahur and the Wa in Yunnan,

and with the Wa in another county in
Yunnan: and the Tulung with Nu 1n
Yunnan. There are three autonomous
‘counties, which are officially named
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““multi-national autonomous counties,”
two in Kwangsi and one in Kwangtung.

Although minority nationalities only
comprise about six percent of the total
population of mainland China according
to the 1953 census, they occupy some
sixty per cent of the nation’s territory,
including almost the whole length of
her inland borders. According to the
1953 census, the Han Chinese outnum-
ber the ethnic minorities in every pro-
vincial-level unit except Tibet and Sin-
kiang. Thus, even in the areas of their
densest concentration, few of the mi-
nority populations actually constitute a
majority of the local residents.

There does not appear as yet any-
thing like a complete or definitive lst
of minorities in China. When Peking
says that the Kuomintang government
(1928-1949) had only a blurred picture
of nationalities of China, it i1s not in-
venting a line of propaganda. Although
some sixty ethnic minorities have been
noted in various Chinese sources, only
a few appear to have a population ex-
ceeding half a million each. The largest
group, the Chuang, number over six
million, while the smallest groups are
made up of only a few hundred persons
each and they exist like ‘tiny islands 1n
the great Han sea.’

Table I on page 4, abridged from
People’s China of June 1, 1954 and a
New China News Agency release of
November 1, 1954, lists a total of nine
minorities as large as one million people
and indicates their geographical dis-

tribution:

ﬂ
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Table 1

Population and main centers of inhabitation of major nationalities_trom the 1953 Census

Nationality

Chuang
Uighur
Hui

Y1

Tibetan

Viao

Mongol

Nanchu
Pu-y1
Korean

Population

6,611,455
3,640,125
3,959,350
3,254,269
2,775,622

2,511,939

1,426,956

2,418,931*
1,147,883

1,120,405%*

Main centers of inhabitation

Kwangsi Province

Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Regton

Kansu, Ninghsia, Tsinghai Provinces

Greater and Lesser Liang Mountains on borders of Sikang
and Yunnan Provinces

Tibetan highland area; Tibet proper (1,273,969), Sze-
chuan (800,000), Chinghai (450,000) and Kansu (200,000)
Miao Autonomous Region of Kweichow Province and
West Hunan Province and many other regions in Central-
South and Southwest China

Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, Ninghsia and
Sinkiang

Northeastern Provinces, Inner Mongolia

Southwestern part of Kweichow Province

Korean Autonomous Region of Kirin Province

® The Japanese Census of Manchuria in 1940 found a total of 2,674,000 Manchus.
®¢ The Japanese Census of Manchuria in 1940 found a total of 1,450,000 Koreans.
All other nationalities together accounted for only 6,818,025 of the overall total of 35,320,360

non-Han people.

Table I above may be considered in connection with the following numerical evalua-
tion of nationalities previously attempted by Hou Ming-chiuy, Chen Erh-shiu and
Chen Lu in their 1946 General Geography of China.

Table II

Composition of non-Han population of China

Nationality . Population
Thai 7,193,500
Turki 2,115,516
Miao, Yao, Y1 10,874,754
Tibeto-Burman 3,277,956
Mongol 2,249,227
Tungus - - 256,640
Elan 13,000
Russian 5,054 -
Paleo-Asiatic 5,000

Total 25,990,647




vol. VIII No. 4 | CURRENT SCENE Page §

The 1952 People’s Handbook con-
wained statistics on 21 nationalities, ar-
ranged according to the administrative
areas of those days. The data were
compiled from official reports, People’s
Daily and other newspapers.® 'This
handbook gave the number of minorities
in the Northwest Region as 6,300,000,
or twenty per cent of the population;
in the Southwest as about 20,000,000,
also twenty percent of the population;
and the Central-South Region as
8900,000 (percentage not given). In
Inner Mongolia, listed separately from
the Northwest, the population was
2300,000. No information was given
about three of the Administrative Re-
gions, Northeast China, North China
and East China, presumably because

these areas have no significant numbers
of minorities.

Two other sources which provide
information about the number of na-
tional minorities in China are the 1953

census and the 1957 People’s Handbook.

In 1961 the Nationalities Publishing
House in Peking published a monograph,
The Nationalities in China, which gave
the population figures for fifty nationali-
ties. 'These statistics were reproduced
in the Japanese New China Year Book
for 1963. Newspapers also occasionally
publish data on the populations of in-
dividual nationalities. These figures, to-
gether with their sources, are compiled

in Table III.

Table III
1952 1957 National-
People’s 1953 People’s  ities in Other
Nationality = Location Handbook Census Handbook China Sources
Chuang Kwangsi, 6,000,000 6,611,455 6,610,000 7,786,414
Yunnan,
Kwangtung
Hui Ninghsia, 3,559,350
Kansu, Yunnan,
Sinkiang, Ching- 4,000,000* 3,550,000 3,934,335
hai, Hope,
Kweichow -
Uighur Sinkiang 3,640,125 3,640,000 3,901,205
Yi Szechuan, 3,000,000 3,254,269 3,250,000 3,264,432
' Yunnan 3,40Q,000‘
Tibetan  Tibet, 4,000,000 2,775,622 2,770,000 2,775,622
Szechuan, ' 5 °
Yunnan,
Chinghai, Kansu
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Nationality

Miao

Manchu

Mongol

Pu-y1
Korean

T’ung

Yao

Hani
Kazakh

Location

Kweichow,
Hunan,
Kwangtung,
Kwangsi,
Yunnan,
Szechuan,
Hainan

North-eastern
provinces,
Inner
Mongolia

Inner Mongo-
lia, Kansu,
Liaoning,
Kirin,
Heilungkiang

Kweichow
Kirn

Kweichow,
Hunan,

Kwangsi

Kwangsi,
Hunan,
Kwangtung,
Yunnan

Yunnan

Hunan,
Szechuan,
Hopei
Kweichow

Yunnan

Sinkiang
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Table II (Cont’d.)

1952
People’s

1953

Handbook Census

2,430,000

1,600,000 1,247,883 1,240,000

600,000

e TN

2,511,339

3,200,000¢

2,418,931

1,462,956

1,700,0002

1,120,405
690,000

640,000

480,000

475,000

1957 Nation-
People’s  alsties in
Handbook China

2,510,000 2,687,590

2,410,000 2,430,561

1,460,000 1,645,695

1,313,015
1,255,551
825,323

1,120,000
710,000

800,000°

660,000 747,985

560,000
300,000

634,386
603,773

320,000¢

480,000 549,362

500,000

400,0000

533,160

VoL VIII No. 4

Other
Sources

h

568,000¢
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Nationality  Location
Tar Yunnan
L1 Hainan
Lisu Yunnan
Wa Yunnan
She Fukien

Chekiang
Lahu Yunnan
Shut Kweichow
Tunghsiang Kansu
Nahst Yunnan
Chingpo Yunnan
Khalkhas Sinkiang
T'u Chinghai
Tahur Inner Mongo-

lia, Hellung-

kiang
Molao Kwangsi
Chiané Szechuan
Pulang Yunnan
Salar Chinghai
Moanan Kwangsli
Kolao Kﬁeichow
Sibo Sinkiang

~ Yunnan

Achang
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Table III (Cont’d)
1952 1957 Nation-
People’s 1953 People’s  alitiesin  Other
Handbook Census Handbook China Sources
400,000 __S.SEE)OO m 503,616 = .
500,0007
330,000 360,000 395,556
310,000 317,465
280,000 280,000 286,158
226,697 220,000
130,000 190,000f
120,0008 170,000
150,000 130,000 160,313
150,000 159,345
120,000* 140,000 155,748
100,000 101,852
60,0000 70,000 68,862 54,000
60,000 53,000 63,259
44,100 50,121
43,100 44,679
70,000 30,000 42,955
33,0003
41,595
30,000 31,923
18,400 24,239
20,400 44,500
20,000 19,000 21,405
17,741 50,000
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Table Il  (Cont’d)

1952 1957 Nation-
| People’s 1953 People’s  alitiesin  Other

Nationality  Location Handbook Census Handbook China Sources

Tadjik Sinkiang 80,000 14,000 15,014

N\u Yunnan 12,000 12,700 13,724

Uzbek Sinkiang 13,000 13,000 11,557

Russian Sinkiang 13,000 20,000 9,766

Ovenao Inner 10,000™ 7.245 7,000n

Mongoha

Penglung Yunnan 6,309

Pao-an Kansu 4 000 5,516

Yuku Kansu 3,000 4,617 4,200°

Ching Kwangtung 3,900° 4,444

Tartar Sinkiang 6,000 4,370

Tulung Yunnan 2,400 2,763

Olunchun Inner ~ . 1,000 2,000 2,459

Mongolia

Hoche Heilungkiang 575 6009
700r

Pumi Yunnan 1,500¢

a; Dictionary of New Terms, Shanghai, 1953.

b/ Kuang Ming Jih Pao, Peking, October 5, 1957.

¢/ Kuang Ming Jih Pao, Peking, November 12, 1957. _

d/ Studies on Nationalities, Peking, No. 11, November, 1963. The figure 1s for 1963.
e/ Yang Ch’eng Wan Pao, Canton, February 18, 1963. The figure is for 1963.
fi  People’s Daily, Peking, April 12, 1963. The figure 1s for 1963.

g Kuang Ming Jih Pao, Peking, January 18, 1957. _

hi Studies on Nationalities, Peking, No. 4, April, 1964. The figure 1s for 1964.
i, People’s Daily, Peking, December 6, 1964. The figure is for 1964.

il Kuang Ming Jih Pao, Peking, July 10, 1958. _ _

ki  Kuang Ming Jih Pao, Peking, February 24, 1959. The figure is for 1959.

li  People’s Daily, Peking, July 5, 1962. The figure is for 1962.

m/ People’s Daily, Peking, April 14, 1958. |

Kuang Ming Jik Pao, Peking, March 22, 1962. The figure is for 1962.
People’s Daily, Peking, October 9, 1962. The figure 1s for 1962.

Studies on Nationalities, Peking, No. 7, July, 1959. : .

Kuang Ming Jik Pao, Peking, July 6, 1959. 'The figure is for 1959.

Wen Wei Pao, Hongkong, November 28, 1964. The figure is for 1964.
Studies on Nationalities, Peking, No. 5, May, 1963. The figure 1s for 1963.

Note: Table III is mainly based on the data contained in China News Analysis, Hong Kong,
No. 569, June 18, 1965. ' |






