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MREPMACE

"Sinklang 1s a vagt land of axeantional baautyr,
I wish I were an artiast or = DLayaIrisht an
that, for the bwnsefit of thy world?a mlll iong
and future genecvatlions, I could paint hundreds
of murals and write hundreds of plays depicting

the beauty and greatuness of tha% vrovince."

(1)

This short paragraph, quoted from the memoirs of Shang
Shih-ts'al (E\-\:ﬁ' #’ )y glves a vivia deacriptioa, written
with heart~felt sentiment, of Sinkiang (i?ﬁ' ;‘}g), a

province of many attraotlons. Although much valuable worle
has been done by such dbrilliant scholars as B, Chavannes,
BEes Huntington, A, Stein, and S, Hedin, the history of
Sinkiang, particularly of the modern pericd, remains
comparatively an uhexplored subjoct. The di.fficﬁlty in
obtalning reliable source materials 3s definitely one

of the obatacles, ' |

- I-first became interested in this linlited field
of study when I was only an undergraduata at the

W Sy a

7




University of Hong, Kong ( 7’5 '}%\ :.'( {%l )s In reoaponse to

the suzgestions made by lMr, Lo lslang-lin (j‘}p; f;' ‘,’f%\) ?

ny supervisor, 1 took up the nroject of writing a thesis
for tha B.A. degree axanination on the history of the
kingdom of Great Y@Reh-chih ()?’:~ }i] l:’\, ). Even at that time,
I wvas fully aware of the difficuvlities ahead of me, However,
to attempt a work which offered little chance of 3ucoeg§ |
was a challenge too powerful for ne to resist. Finally,

in 1961, the work was accomplished, thouvgh, I must own,

not with great satisfaction,

This initial success gave me whatever encouragement
needed for e-mbarking upon & new project, which was, in
every way, more difficult than the previoua one, I there-
upon chose the period when Shgng Shin-ts'ai waa Tupan

(t%-)g% ), or Hilitary Governor (2), of S8inkiang (1933 -
1944) as the field of reseaxrch for ny il.A. degree exam-

1nation. The work bezan in a most promising manner,
Through !lire Lo Haiang-lin, I sained acquaintance with

Ihir.’ Lin P3-ya (‘}* { ,.f-‘] fﬁ ), whose experience in Sinkiéng
has, in these years, been a nightmars to him and his

wife (3). This couple related to me, on one of my visits

to their house, a detailed yet blased account of the

- conditions in the province under the regime of Sh@ng Shih-

7



ts'al, and they lent to me certain rocords »f theirx
sufferings in the province. Their generous nid in both
ways gave my thesis a solid foundation. llevirtheless,

to accept completely what they told me aboutb Shgng would
be nost unjust to the Tupan, and in Hong Kong (JQ‘ 5%_‘")
there was hardly another source from which I could obtain
naterial vhich was more reliable, I was thuas pronmpted

£ .
to take a trip to Taiwan (i 7‘%) in July-Aigust of this

vear,

In Taiwen, kr. Kuo T'ing-1 (jp }i_wi) of Academia
Sinica ( \?*; éﬂ‘ff_;’? F‘}?_‘) advised me, in an oxceedingly
discouraging tone, to abandon the project, :maintaining,
with some Justification, that many of the official
records on the aubjeot*wore 8till kept confidential by
thé government in Taiwan, Little 4id he reelize that I

had already gone too far to turm back, loreover, from

the start, I had never expected the project to be an
easy one, Believing that no difficulty was truly
unsurmountable, and, at the same time, following partly
+he advice of !Mr. Kuo, I gave up the hope of gaining
accéas to official archlves, and decided to approach

the subject in a different wayo
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dirvecliy xnd ind .cectly sowdccyvaed wita the sub jeot (5),.
Lagtly, thxongn tas eftoarec o 16, Ve Do Frie» of Ycerzhut,

LA . . .
I not Jacng vhih--tg il alasedYl, aad nhad 2 ong taik with

> -
hin in nis housge in the suburb o Talpei ( i 3{1), Ha

patienvly ol ered explarations so miny o .1y acticns

taken when ne van Tapaan 917 Sinliddonaga

In thy ecavseee of a2y royeanrch, I hiavy found thaty

12 bothh Hong Long nne Yedmia, Lookxs oa thuin gublect arxe
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