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Encyclopaedia

THE AUSTRALIAN ENCYCLOPAEDIA is the most important
work of reference devoted entirely to Australia and its territories
ever produced. The Encyclopaedia comprises nine volumes of text,
containing more than 4,400,000 words and 2,000 illustrations and
maps, and a tenth volume given to an index. The articles contain
approximately 2,200 biographies, 1,600 natural history items, 1,400
geographical items, and about 900 others.

Numerous articles on Australia’s history detail its discovery, its
opening and settlement, and the origin and development of the
States and of the Commonwealth. The geography of the island-
continent is covered in articles on important mountains, rivers,
lakes, coastal features, districts, and cities and towns with more
than 1,000 population.

Articles on birds, fish, plants, and other items of natural history
were carefully prepared under the guidance of leading authorities,
as were those on the mineral wealth and industries of Australia.

The 54 color plates portray birds, butterflies, fish, insects, plants,
reptiles, shells, spiders, and wildflowers, as well as reproductions of
prints of the capital cities as they were in earlier years; numerous
works of art, including aboriginal paintings; coats of arms; uni-
forms; stamps; and historical subjects. There are many more black-
and-white photographs and line drawings depicting the many phases
of Australian life. Each set of Encyclopaedias contains two copies
of a 19 x 17 inch map of Australia—one bound in, the other loose.

Price in U.S.A. $125.00; in British Commonwealth all inquiries
should be addressed to Messrs. Angus & Robertson
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Sinkiang: Pawn or Pivot?

Bordering the Sovi :
north and v?est, Mo%‘:glgfiatilxllm:geor?orﬁﬁ
niarzllst, and 'Ijl_bet on the south, the prov-

ce of Sinkiang is virtually cut off from
the rest of China by towering mountain
ranges, and is further separated by eth-
nic and cultural differences. Its popula-
tion 1s mainly Uighur and Kazakh, and
Islam is the predominant religion. Be-
cause of these_obstacles, Chinese control
over the province has been, at best, in-
effectual. However, China’s problem has
been Russia’s gain, for the mountains
that have sat as barriers to the Chinese
have offered access to the Russians
through passes and the Ili River Valley.
In the days of the nineteenth century
czarist expansion, Russian traders and
settlers took advantage of these passes,
and, in the twentieth century, the Soviet
Union began to look upon Sinkiang as a
possible gateway to China. Nor was the
Soviet Union alone in this thought, for
Japan, after the invasion of Manchuria,
began attempts to penetrate dissident
Moslem groups within Sinkiang.

Internal unrest and outside pressures
turned the first three decades of the
twentieth century into years of treach-
ery and violence. Then in 1933 General
Sheng Shih-ts’ai, a young Manchurian
officer, restored order by taking over
the government of the province. As a
Marxist he collaborated with both Rus-
sian and Chinese Communists, although
he professed nominal allegiance to the
Republic of China. In 1942, however,
he ousted all Communist influence and

(Continued on back flap)
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