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The Soviet Far East

The Far East is the largest economic region in the Soviet Union. Enor-
mous, isolated and sparsely populated, it possesses mineral and other
resources consistent with its size. Exploiting these resources is one of the
key challenges facing the Soviet Union, and Gorbachev has announced a
major programme of investment in the region which is to run until the
year 2000.

This book looks at the likelihood of this programme succeeding and
concludes that it will have to improve significantly on earlier development
projects if substantial progress is to be made. Seemingly intractable
problems are posed by the combination of geographical remoteness, the
inhospitability of the climate and the inefficiency of the administration.
Attracting an adequate labour force to the region remains a problem
despite the inducements that are offered. Major projects to improve the
transport infrastructure, including the construction of the Baykal-Amur
mainline railway, have been dogged by delays and poor standards of
performance. Even joint ventures involving the Japanese have not been
successful.

Yet the region remains central to Soviet regional development. This
book explores it in all its geographical and economic complexity. Chap-
ters on the current state of its development are supplemented by exami-
nations of the history of its settlement; analysis of its unique environment
and the threats which economic growth might pose for it; and of the
region’s vital strategic significance. The result will be of interest to all
Soviet specialists.

The editor

Allan Rodgers is Professor of Geography at Pennsylvania State Univer-

sity. He has researched and published extensively on questions of econ(;

ocmic development with a particular focus on the Soviet Union, Italy an
hina,



First published 1990
by Routledge
11 New Fetter Lane, London EC4P 4EE

Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada by Routledge
a division of Routledge, Chapman and Hall, Inc.
29 West 35th Street, New York, NY 10001

© 1990 Allan Rodgers

Phototypeset by Input Typesetting Ltd, London
Printed and bound in Great Britain by Mackays of Chatham pLc, Kent

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilized in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any
information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from
the publishers.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data

The Soviet Far East : geographical perspectives on development
1. Soviet Union. Regional Economic Development
I. Rodgers, Allan
330. 947

ISBN 0-415-02406-4

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

The Soviet Far East : geographical perspectives on development’/ edited by
Allan Rodgers
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references.

ISBN (0-415-02406-4

1. Soviet Far East (R.S.F.S.R.)—Economic conditions. I. Rodgers,

Allan, 1922-
HC337.R852F3764 1990 89-70214
330.957'0854—dc20 CIP



Contents

Figures vii
Tables viii
Contributors xi
Preface Xiv

1 Introduction 1

Allan Rodgers

2 Settling the Far East: Russian conquest and consolidation 5
Gary Hausladen

3 Environmental constraints and biosphere protection in the Soviet 36
Far East
Philip R. Pryde and Victor L. Mote

4 Population and labour force 58
Ann C. Helgeson

5 Resources &
Craig ZumBrunnen

6 Forest and fishing industries 114
Brenton M. Barr

7 The South Yakutian territorial production complex 163
Victor L. Mote

8 The Far Eastern transport system 185
Robert N. North

9 Commodity movements and regional economic development 225
Allan Rodgers



Contents

10 Soviet Far Eastern trade 239
Michael J. Bradshaw &

11 Economic and strategic position of the Soviet Far East: develop- 269 ':
ment and prospect

.Z
Leslie Dienes E.

12 Conclusions and recent developments 302
Elisa B. Miller and Allan Rodgers

Index 311

vi




THE SOVIET FAR
EAST
Geographical
Perspectives on
Development

The Far East constitutes the largest
economic region in the Soviet Union,
Enormous, isolated and sparsely
populated it possesses mineral and other
resources consistent with its size.
Exploiting these resources is one of the
key challenges facing the Soviet Union,
and Gorbacheyv has announced a major
programme of investment in the region
which is to run until the year 2000.

This book looks at the likelihood of this
programme succeeding and concludes that
it will have to improve significantly on
earlier development projects if substantial
progress is to be made. Seemingly
intractable problems are posed by the
combination of geographical remoteness,
the inhospitability of the climate and the
ingrained inefficiency of the
administration. Attracting an adequate
labour force to the region remains a
problem despite the inducements that are
offered. Major projects to improve the
transport infrastructure, including the
construction of the Baykal-Amur
mainline railway, have been dogged by
delays and poor standards of performance.
Even joint ventures involving the Japanese
have not been successful.

Yet the region remains central to Soviet
regional development. This book explores
it in all its geographical and economic
complexity. Chapters on the current state
of its development are supplemented by
examinations of the history of its
settlement; analysis of its unique
environment and the threats which
economic growth might pose for it; and of
the region’s vital strategic significance.
The result will be of interest to all Soviet

specialiSts.
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