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PREFACE

The present book is designed as a manual of the Tatar language.
It consists of three parts. Part one contains a descriptive grammar
written along the same lines as my Buriat Grammar (Indiana Univer~
sity Publications, Volume 2 of the Uralic and Altaic Series, Bloom=
ington, Indiana, 1960) which follows, in plan and method, the Hun-
garian Grammar by Robert A, Hall, Jr. (Vol, 20, No.4, Suppl. to
Language, Journal of the Linguistic Society of America, Language
Monograph No, 21, 1944),

I take the opportunity to mention that, at the time of writing
this grammar, I discussed some problems of Tatar phonology with
Professor Shird Hattori, and I am glad to state that he accepted my
treatment of Tatar [I, §, @] which occur in final position and in the
noninitial syllables as /ey, ew, iw/ respectively.

The second part contains a number of original texts given with
the purpose of providing material for reading and translation. The
texts were taken from manuals for Tatar high schools. Bibliogra-
phical details are given on p. 133. It should be pointed out that at
the present time, i.e., in 1968, some texts could have been replaced
with reading-material easier and otherwise more suitable for the
beginners. Such texts are available, e.g., those given in R.S.
Gazizov's book Tatarskiy yazik (see Bibliography, p.4 under B.
Grammars and manuals),

The texts are followed by a glossary which does not exhaust
the Tatar vocabulary but contains only such words which occur in
the texts,

Due to the fact that, during the years subsequent to the appeaxr-
ance of the first edition of this book, Soviet turcology and especially
the native Tatar linguistic studies have made a remarkable progress,
and numerous important works on Tatar have appeared, the biblio-
graphy appended to the first edition (of 1963) had to be replaced by
an entirely new bibliography which the reader will find on pp. 4 ff.

In conclusion, let it be said that previous knowledge of Turkish,
although not obligatory, will be very helpful to a student of Tatar.

It should be emphasized, however, that knowledge of Russian is
almost a must. Not to mention the fact that most of the literature
on the Tatars and their language is in Russian, Tatar has also




numerous Russian loanwords and verbatim translations, calques
like Tatar kizil poémak 'red corner' which translates Russian
krasniy ugolok '"red corner', i.e., a place in a factory (or office,
school, etc.) where employees can get newspapers and books for
reading after work; Tatar kizil siiz 6¢en "for the sake of a red wordn
which translates Russian radi krasnogo slovca '"for the sake of a
jest" (verbatim "red word'), etc.

Seattle, March 15, 1968, Nicholas Poppe
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