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THE GREAT GAME IN KASHGARIA
British and Russian Miseions to Yakub Beg

by Paul B. Henze

The modern history of Sinkiang dates from the
tliohammedan rebellion of the 60s and 70s of the last
century. This rebellion, affecting several
provinces of China proper as well as Chinese
Turkestan, severely shook the decaying Manchu
Dynasty, !Millions of Chinese were massacred, and
when the reconquering armies advanced they
massacred in revenge until wide territories were
laid waste that to the preseant day have not
recovered their population,l

I. Introduction and Summary:

Some contemporary observers of events in East Turkestan during
the late 19th century as well as subsequent writers have treated
Yakub Beg primarily as an "adventurer" who gained control of .
AltishahrZ by guile and had no other aim but to wield power.3 In
contrast, most of the Europeans who had direct experience of East
Turkestan during Yakub Beg's time recognized that his ascendancy
owed a great deal to deep historical currents, His power was

based on a combination of both ethnic and religious factors which

lowen Lattimore, Studies in Frontier History, Lendon, 1962,
p. 206.

2"The Six Cities", the traditional name for the settled
parts of the Tarim Basin; sometimes also referred to as
Djetishahr, "The Seven Cities".

3E.g. lenry Lansdell, Chinese Central Asia, London, 1893,
Vol, II, pp. 58-64; Timothy Severin, The Oriental Adventure,
Boston, 1976, p. 193; and Jack Chen, The Sinkiang Story, New
York, 1977, pp. 148-161,
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vere little understood at the time and have never been fully
studied since. To Britain and Russia, motivated by a mounting
sengse of rivalry and desiring to protect their imperial intercsts
in Inner Asia, Yakub Beg represertec both an opportunity and a
danger. Yakub Beg himself sought to manipulate these two
European "superpowers” to bolster his position against his
primary enemy, the tlanchu Fupire. For this sorely tested empire
Yakub Beg could only be an enemy. A sense of Islanic and Turkic
solidarity motivated Yakub Beg to seek the support of the Ottoman
Sultan. The response to iis overtures Lo Constantinople was

sympathetic but had little practical effect, In the end British

assistance proved inadequate while the Russians shifted their
support to the Chinese and helped their military forces destroy

independent Kashgaria.,

This essay focuses on British and Russian actions and
interactions as reflected in the missions both countries
undertook to East Turkestan in the 1860s and 1870s.

It can only touch on the indigenous factors that determined the
outcome of Yakub heg's bold attempt to set up an independent
state in the heart of Asia., I hope, however, to point the way
for future research on little studied aspects of the religious

and social background of the period,

I1. Historical Background:

The first [Ming] emperor acknowledged that China
was neither powerful enough to overwhelm the
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Mongols, Uigurs and other peoples on the frontier

nor wealthy enough to maintain large garrisons

outside its borders. The court sought to preserve

the territorial integrity of the nearby ocases in

order to prevent more powerful states from

engulfing them,%
From very ancient times East Turkestan had been a crossroads of
peoples, religions and civilizations.? At the beginning of the
Christian era, it was already a route for pilgrims and traders
between China and India. Chinese silk and other luxury products
reached the Roman and Byzantine Empires across Central Asia via

the famous Silk Road later traveled by Marco Polo and other

Europeans who visited China.b

China's interest in the lands to the north and west was mainly to
protect itself from the incursions of the semi-nomadic peoples
who lived there but there were periods when Chinese emperors
exercised substantial control over parts of the region, The last

Sassanian king of Persia sought Chinese aid to repulse the Arabs

bMaurice Rossabi, China and Inner Asia from 1368 to the
Present Day, New York, 1975, p. 27.

5Among the most important accounts of archaeological
explorations which revealed major features of the early history
of the region are M, Aurel Stein's Sand-Buried Ruins of Khotan,
London, 1904, and Ruins of Desert Cathay, 2 vols., London, 1912,
The latter work was reissued in 1987 by Dover Publications, New
York. The reports oi Sir Douglas Forsyth, the most important
British emissary to Yakub Beg, provided the incentive for serious
archaeological exploration during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. For an excellent recent account of all the major
figures in this effort see Peter Hopkirk, Foreign Devils on the
Silk Road, London, 1980.

6Jack A. Dabbs, History of the Discovery and Exploration of
Chinese Turkestan, The ilague, 1963.



but was refused, In the middle of the 8th century Arab advances
brought all of Central Asia into the realm of Islam, Turkic
peoples had been settled in the Tarim Basin before the coming of
Islam.’ During the 9th century Arab geographers began referring
to the region as Turkestan., The rezion retained its Turkic and
Islamic character when it fell under Mongol hegemony in the 13th
century, Ffor the first and conly time in history, the Mongols

united all of Inner Asia under a single sovereignty,

By the time of the fall of the tMongols and the rise of the
Chinese Ming Dynasty (1344), the Chinese position in Inner Asia
was tenuous and soon challenged by Tamerlane, Chinese policy
continued unchanged in its essentials for the next three
centuries but was less assertive and less successful., Relations
between West and East Turkestan were close, The two constituted
a single political and cultural world, The Uzbek-dominated
Timurid successor states did not feel threatemed by Ming China.

Goods originating in China moved across Central Asia to the west,

In East Turkestan several centers of local power developed under
rulers who called themselves Moghuls (i.,e, Mongols) and claimed
descent from Chinggis-Khan though they were all Muslim and nearly
all Turkic. Alongside them a line of religious—oriented leaders—

~the Khojas—-gained influence., Their founder, Makhtum Azyan,

7"The Uigurs" in E., Bretschneider, _Medieval Researches from

Eastern Asiatic Sources, London, 1887, Vol., I, pp. 236-263.
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came to Kashgar from Bukhara. Ille claimed descent from the
Prophet . His successors split into two rival groups, the White
and Black Mountain Khojas, During the l7th century, the Khojas
replaced the Moghuls as the temporal rulers of the city states

and principalities of East Turkestan,

The Manchu (Ch'ing) Dynasty which overthrew the Ming in 1644 had
to face a unew challenge on its Inner Asian frontiers: the
advancing Russian Empirc., Russian pressure was first felt in the
north., It was absent in the west until the 13th century,
‘‘eanwhile movement of goods destined for the lMiddle East and
Europe across Central Asia declined but regional trade with China
flourished, No great leader arose to unify the Muslim regions.
Manchu policy aimed to extend colonial administration i1nto all
the areas traditionally claimed by the Chinese Empire, but
authority was exercised primarily through established local

leaders,

As the Manchus became preoccupied with European penetration of
the Chinese coast, the quality of officials and troops assigned
to the Inner Asian regions deteriorated, The local population
found Manchu overlordship increasingly distasteful and supported
indigenous leaders opposing it. Religlous resurgence seems to
have played an important, but still poorly understood, role in

East Turkestani political developments in the 18th century, when

80wen Lattimore, Pivot of Asia, Boston, 1950, pp. 16, 192.
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the both Khoja factions lost power and most of them fled westward

to the Khanate of Khokand.

II1. East Turkestan Before Yakub Beg:

By 1760 China appeared to be at the height of its
power in Inner Asia. By 1860, exactly a century
later, the Ch'ing [Manchu] system in Inmer Asia had
crumbled. Russian influence had spread in Central
Asia and...the growing European pressure on China
exacerbated Ch'ing difficulties,?

Turkic Muslims were not alone in their resentment of Manchu rule,
Chinese Muslims--Dungans—were in the vanguard of a religious

movement called The lew Teaching (hsin chiao) which was linked to

the Nakshbendi order in West Turkestan and the Middle East,
Revolt and civil war erupted in the Dungan areas in the latter
half of the 18th century. lanchu authorities' prohibition of New
Teaching practices did not deter adherents. For the next century

much of Western China was in a state of ferment,

Given the traditionally fragmented political structure of the

. region, maintenance of Manchu control in East Turkestan might
have proved possible if Peking had not had to give first priority
to quelling rebellions in intervening territories among ethnic
Chinese Muslims. The course of events in Kashgaria was not

merely a by-product of the Dungan rebelliom in Shensi and Kansu,
however. Traditional westward orientation remained stroung.

Khoja influence in East Turkestan could never be eliminated by

M

9Rossabi, op., cit,, pp. 166-67.
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the Chinese because the Khojas who fled had a firm base in West
Turkestan. The first major rebellion against Manchu rule in East
Turkestan broke out in 1763 under lHamidullah Beg and was centered
in the town of Uchturfan., When it was suppressed, thousands of

East Turkestanis fled to West Turkestan,.lO

The Khanate of Khokand had emerged as the most important regional
power by the end of the 18th century. Its merchants dominated
trade in both directions, to and from China, within East
Turkestan and in neighboring regions under Chinese suzerainty.
Khokandi merchants had a privileged status in Kashgar and other
towns of the Tarim Basin.ll Though our knowledge is inadequate
(and Manchu understanding of these ties was probably also
deficient), many of these Khokandi merchants, commonly known as
Andijanis, were adherents of Nakshbendi tarikats. They were
therefore favorably predisposed toward the Khojas. Their
influence provided a basis for a series of new attempts by the

Khojas to regain control over East Turkestan during the years

1620-1860.

10Tsa Yusuf Alptekin, _Dogu Turkistan Davasi, Istanbul,
1981, p. 123,

ll1Relations between Khokand, on the one hand, and Kashgar
and Peking, on the other, were not originally hostile. Before
Russian penetration of Turkestan, the Khans of Khokand, in fact,
exploited their positive relations with Manchu China to
consolidate their position vis—a-vis Bukhara. As the quality of
Manchu administration declined and problems of traders became
more complicated, and as the Khojas, who enjoyed high status in
Khokand, were repeatedly tempted to take advantage of Chinese
weaknesses in Kashgaria, they deteriorated, See Morris Rossabi,

op. cit,, pp. 174-177.




One, Cihangir Khan, harassed the Chinese for eight years, 1820-
1828, When he was captured, his brother, Mohammed Yusuf,
continued incursioms f[rom Khokandi territory and maintained a
nine-month siege of the Chinese garrison 1n Kashgar. Again, 1n
the wake of these cvents, thousands of East Turkestanis fled
vestward. In 1846 tohanmed Emin Khoja led another revolt with
help from Khokand, le was defeated by Manchu troops and
thousands of his supporters fled westward. In 1835 ome of the
leaders of this revolt, Vali Khan Tore, gsucceeded in holding
Kashgar for almost half a year until Manchu forces drove him out.
Once again, thousands of those who had taken his side during the
revolt fled to Khokandi and Bukharan territory.l2 Thus large
numbers of people living in West Turkestan, refugees and direct
descendants of those who had fled in previous decades, maintained
ties with East Turkestan which transcended purely commercial

interests.

The religious revolts and civil wars which broke out in Western
China in the late 1850s proved uncontainable, The Manchus had
been weakened by two decades of intense atruggle_in the Chinese
heartland: the Opium War and the Taiping Rebellion,13  Dungan
leaders, inspired by the New Teaching, openly proclaimed their

desire to secure independence from China. Manchu authority

‘H‘

12A1ptekin, op. cit, PP 123-125,

13Arthur W. Hummel (ed.), Eminent Chinese of the Ch'ing
Period, Washington, 1944, PP. 764-765.,
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crumbled., East Turkestan was ready for a Muslim leader who was
ready take advantage of Manchu weakness, protect local commercial

interests and defend Islam,

IV. Atalyk Gazi, Bedevlet, Amir of Kashgaria:

Yakub Beg was virtually the last truly independent
sovereign in Central Asia and perhaps the most
outstanding ruler that Asia produced after Nadir
Shah, He was competent both as administrator and
as soldier and managed to bring peace and security
to a country which had known neither for half a
century,.lé

Information on Yakub Beg's family background, early life and
influences which affected his political attitudes 1is
contradictory and incomplete. If the judgment expressed above is
excessively positive, other assessments often appear too
negative,l3 Sources are all in agreement on his origins: he was
born about 1820 in Pishkent near Tashkent. Pishkent was
described in 1876 by one of the most conscientious contemporary
observers of events in Turkestan as

a thriving little town, chiefly noted for the

irmmorality of its inhabitants and for being the

birthplace of Yakub Khan, the Amir of Kashgar, one

of whose wives and many of whose relatives still

reside there,.l6

His father and grandfather are said to have been Muslim judges—-

e ===

l4Gary Alder, British India's Northern Frontier, 1865-1895,
London, 1963, p. 25.

15g.g. that of Jack Chen, op, cit,., pp. l48ff.

16Fugene Schuyler, Turkistan, Notes of a Journey in Russian’

Turkestan, Khokand, Bukhara and Kuldja, London, 1876, Vol, I, p.
324, 1




kazis-~and he is said to had a religious education and then gome
to seek his fortune at the court in Khokand., He was given
command of the fort of Ak-Mescit (now Kyzyl Orda) in 1847 and
stubbornly withstood a 26-day Russian siege in 1853. That
experience appears to have left him with a strong resentment of
the Russian advance into Central Asia but also a good deal of
vrespect for Russian military prowess. He continued a military
career in the service of the Khan of Khokand, becoming entangled
in the complexities of court politics, and developed an ability
to come out on the winning side, In 1863 he became commander of
Tashkent but was defeated by a Russian force outside the city in

1864.17 The discomfort of defeat was, however, short-lived.

In this same year 1864 in the confusion following the collapse of
Manchu power in East Turkestan, the Kirgiz chieftain who held
power in Kashgar, Sadik Beg, appealed to Khokand to send a
descendant of the Khojas to reconcile competing factions and
bring peace to the region, The Khan of Khokand sent Buzurg Khan,
ilﬂﬂt surviving son of Cihangir Khan who had enjoyed several years
of success in Kashgaria 40 years earlier. Along with him he sent
Yakub Beg as military commander with a small contingent of
soldiers. His energy and talents for leadership, including

adroit diplomacy, intrigue and decisive action against those who

17This information is derived primarily from the summary of
Yakub Beg's early career in the most comprehensive scholarly
survey of his activity to appear in recent times: Tsing Yuam,
"Yakub Beg (1320-1877) and the Moslem Rebellion in Chinese

Turkestan”, Central Asiatic Journal, VI/2 (June 1961), pp. 134-167.
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refused to cooperate, quickly enabled Yakub Beg to become the

dominant personality in Kashgaria.

Duzurg Khan had no talent for leadership, soon came to resent his
military commander, Yakub Beg, and encouraged several
unsuccessful maneuvers and conspiracies against him., Yakub Eeg
saw the value of the Khoja tradition and first hesitated to
strike about agaiunst Buzurg Khan. He eventually imprisoned him
at Yangl Hisar for a year and a half. teanwvhile he was busy 1in
campalgns to consolidate control over East Turkestan. He
captured Kucha in 1867, Korla in 1869 and Turfan in 1871,
Russian occupation of the Ili (Kuldja) region the same year
prevented him from adding it to his domains., Confident of his
own position, he sent Buzurg Khan into exile in Tibet in 1868 and
formally took full power himself. lis accomplishments had been

substantial:

The confusing situation in early 1865 required that
Yakub Beg accomplish at least four tasks: (1) to
bring the foreign Moslems and the Kirgiz to his
side; (2) to reduce the Manchu garrison of
Yangishahr; (3) to clarify his relation[s] with his
chief, Buzurg Khan; and (4) to consolidate his
control over Kashgaria, If one takes into account
.+ sthe meager resources at his disposal, his
achievement was truly remarkable.l3

Yakub Leg adopted an old Turkic title Atalyk Gazi-—"Guardian

Warrior'"--and proceeded to organize a highly centralized Islamic

state, Ile favored men who had followed him from West Turkestan

18Tsing Yuan, loc, cit,, pp. l43-144,
| 11



(many of these were probably descendants of previous refugees)
and tended to be intolerant of local dissent, S0 much so, 1n

tact, that he

alienated many inhabitants of Sinkiang who might
otherwise have supported him, They resented the
spying of Yaqub's police force upon their
activities, terchants resented the taxes on their
transactions which, together with the disruption of
their trade with China, place enormous financial
burdens upon them. The peasants, too, loathed the
onerous taxes demnanded of them, particularly when
they observed that much of their money was
squandered on court luxuries,l9

Others have judged Yakub Beg's method of governing morc
{avorably. East Turkestanis to this day look back upon his 13-
vear rule as the only time their country enjoyed independence and
was able to wmaintain relations with other powers.20 Yakub Beg
built & zovernmental structure that gave him effective control
over the heart of LEast Turkestan for the better part of a decade.
He soon tcok the additional title Bedaulat (Bedevlet), "Fortunate

One'", and was awarded the title Amir-ul-Muminin by the Ottoman

Sultan Abdulaziz in 1873,

A comprehensive assessment of Yakub Beg's govermment and of the
viability of the independent state he established in the heart of
Inner Asia is beyond the scope of this essay. The task may, in
fact, be impossible without collection and study of more primary

sources. The British in India took an intense interest in Yakub

19Rossabi, op., cit. p. 178.

20A1ptekin, _op., cit., p. 129.
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Beg. British visitors to his dominions and his court almost
invariably became enthusiastic supporters of "Independent
Tartary". There was always some skepticism in London. Russians
in Central Asia took Yakub Beg seriously and, while displaying
less enthusiasm for him as a ruler than British Indian officials,
were keenly interested in Kashgaria from at least three points of
view: (1) as a complicating and potentially disruptive factor in
Russia's efforts to consolidate colonial control over the
Khanates of West Turkestan; (2) as a source profitable trade; and
(3) as a threat to the Russian advance into Inner Asia should

Britain establish a protectorate over the East Turkestani state.

V. British Initiatives toward Independent Tartary:

...Yakub Beg was soon to be regarded by the British
as the hero of the hour, His achievements would be
compared to those of Ranjit Singh and he would be
hailed as the greatest conqueror in Central Asia
since Timur and Babur, For a time there was even
talk of uniting the Islamic states of Central Asia,
sterming the tide of Russian advances and extending
his rule as far as the Great Wall., His ambassadors
were welcomed in Calcutta,,.2l

British cormercial and political interest in the countries to the
north of India, including Tibet as well as Turkestan, goes back
to the beginning of the 19th century. The extensive travels of
William Moorcroft, first Englishman to penetrate into Ladakh and

the region where the Karakoram and the Hindu-Kush meet, provided

the Covernment of India with valuable information on trade routes

21Keay, op. cit,, London, 1977, p. 229.
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to Turkestan and political conditions in the entire region,22
Moorcroft, whe died mysteriously in Afghan Turkestan in 1825,
anticipated the geopolitical concerns--above all, fear of Russian
advances--wvhich came to dominate British thinking in the latter
half of the 19th century. But British Indian officials of his
own time, concerned with the immediate problems of consolidating
influence in the Punjab and Kashmir, considered him an

extravagant visionary.

It is difficult today, when we have accurate pictures of every
feature of the globe from the cameras of satellites, to realize
how limited geographical knowledge still was in the 19th century.
Uncertainties about terrain had a direct effect on politics and
international relations. The seas were well known, but the éreat
land masses: the interiors of Asia, Africa and Latin America,
were inaccessible mysteries, Empire builders thus gave high
priority to exploration and compilation of basic geographical
knowledge. One of the outstanding scientific projects of the
iast century, the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India (GTS),
was launched soon after the defeat of Kapoleon. In 1855 the GIS
began operations in Kashmir, where it faced the formidable task
of measuring and charting the jumble of mountain ranges, valleys
and plateaus of Inner Asia, the highest and most complex land

mass in the world, The interest of British Indian authorities

22Moorcroft is the subject of a recent definitive biography
by Gary Alder, Beyond Bokhara, London, 1985.
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was now strategic as well as scientific but there werc many
differences among officials both in India and in Londcn over

priorities for penetration of the mountains and the implications
of sending DBritish officials into regions claimed Dy China,

independent or the object of Russian aspirations. At the same

time enthusiasm for expanding trade with territories to the north

was growing. Fear of Russian commercial competition combined
with concern for the security of Britain's Indian Empire anc

compelled Britain to push into the Himalayas and beyond.

Three Germans, the Schlagintweit brothers, were the first modern
Europeans23 to penetrate into East Turkestan, where they gathered

a formidable body of information subsequently published in four

volumes .24 One of the brothers was assassinated near Kashgar in

unsettled local conditions in 1857, This fact, widely known in
India, underscored the dangers of travel in East Turkestanm, but

heightened the appeal of the area for the adventuresome,

~Just as Yakub Beg was beginning to consolidate his control over
his new domains, a GTIS officer working in Ladakh, William Henry

Johnson, set out over the Karakoram toward Yarkand, On his first

T —— e e P e e e S e

231 omit discussion of an extremely colorful but

controversial early Himalayan explorer named Alexander Gardiner,
who may have been an American by birth, His memoirs were

published in London in 1898, long after his death, For the most
recent attempt to sort out what is known of him and his travels,
see Keay, op, cit,, pp. 107-131,

241,A, & R.Schlagintweit, Results of ijentific Mission to
India and High Asia, 4 vols,, London and Leipzig, 1861-66._
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attempt in 1864 he turned back shortly after he entered Yarkandi
territory, but on his second try in 1865 he reached Khotan and
was subsequently offered the governorship of Yarkand, where local
political anarchy made a large Kashmiri merchant population was
eager for British protection. Johnson was deterred by the civil
war then raging and did not actually go into Yarkand, but he
returned to India enthusiastic about the possibilities of trade
with East Turkestan:

...Johnson painted the picture of a populous land,
rich in minerals, that had suddenly been deprived
of its one, and almost its only, trading partner.
The Chinese had gone and with them the market for
Khotan's gold, her jade and her skins. Desperately
missed too was the compressed tea which had been
imported from China; any country able to make good
the deficiency was sure of a warm welcome. And who
better than British India? ...But the one note of
caution that he did sound was a warning more
calculated to rouse the authorities in India. In
trade, as in politics, Eastern Turkestan stood wide
open. And the Russians were already stepping into
the vacuum. Ue suspected that the invaders from
Khokand who were now besieging Yarkand were the
precursors of direct Russian intervention, He met
a Jew in Khotan who admitted to being an agent of
the Russian government and he reported that Russian
caravans were already regularly penetrating as far
as Khotan,25

Johnson seems to have been unaware of the role Yakub Beg was
beginning to play. The situation in East Turkestan was, not
surprisingly, completely unclear to the Government of India,
Viceroy Sir John Lawrence, who held this office between 1863 and
1869, was strongly opposed to pérmitting British officials to

travel beyond India's frontiers to learn more firsthand. Johnson

25[ieay, op. cit,, pp. 207-208.
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was reprimanded for his unauthorized adventure. He left British
Indian service and took employment with the Maharajah of Kashmir
from where in the 1870s, as governor of Ladakh (1872-1878), he

continued to be closely involved in East Turkestani relationships

and was a strong advocate of expansion of trade and influence.

The Viceroy and officials in Calcutta continued to be extremely
cautious about commercial and political contacts beyond territory
under British protection. Some considered the expectatioms of
vastly expanded trade unfounded; some feared overextension of
British commitments; a few were fearful of provoking the Russians
who were at this time advancing rapidly into the heart of Central
Asia, Officials in the Punjab were less squeamish, At a minimum
they felt a keen need to know more about what was happening in
the countries immediately to the north, for they feared
repercussions on the territories for which they were responsible.
Yakub Beg sent an emissary to Kashmir in 1866 to discuss
improving the security of trade routes. Viceroy Lawrence
‘reluctautly consented to stationing a British trade
representative inlLeh for a single season. The man chosen, a
medical doctor, Henry Cayley, arrived in 1867, but was so
effective and so strongly supported by Punjab administrators tkat
he remained through 1869, In 1868 Yakub Beg sent an envoy to
Lahore to discuss expansion of trade. He appeared to be seeking

a closer British relationship.

17



As long as Lawrence remained Viceroy, however, a forward British
policy toward Yakub Beg was precluded., It is not surprising,
therefore that the next British visitors to Independent Tartary
had no official status, And though their journeys took place in
tandem, and partly together, they had not coordinated their plans
in advance at all. Robert Shaw was a young tea planter who had
settled in Kangra in the western Himalayas. He was urged to
investigate possibilities of trade with East Turkestan by J.
Douglas Forsyth, a Punjab commissioner who had developed a keen
interest in the region but, as an Indian Govermment official,
could not yet hope to undertake a visit himself., Shaw, 29 at the
time, set out from Leh with a caravan of trade goods in September
1868, He had already developed an enthusiasm for people of East
Turkestan from the Yarkandi traders he met in Ladakh:

They were tall and dignified and fair as

Englishmen. They looked you straight in the face,

relished a hearty joke and were above all 'good
fellows"' .26

MNineteen days out of Leh on the road to Yarkand, Shaw learned
that an adventurer named llayward was on the same trail with the
same destination and a few days later the two met, George

Hayward was a young lieutenant on leave who had obtained a small
grant from the Royal Geographical Society om the recommendation

of the famous Sir Henry Rawlinson. A man of "controversial

26Keay. op,cit., pp. 219-220,
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character but inexhaustible energy"27, llayward was traveling
disguised as a bearded Pathan with limited baggage and a meager
retinue, Shaw feared his thin disguise and eagerness to
penetrate into uncharted territory regardless of obstacles would
jeopardize his own journey, They parted company--Hayward struck
out westward over uncharted passes (hoping eventually to explore
the Pamirs) while Shaw proceeded directly to the Yarkandi
frontier post at Shahidulla, where he was well received,

Hayward, who arrived ten days later, was detained, while Shaw was
permitted to proceed to Yarkand. Hayward, however, escaped and

set out on a remarkable feat of exploration in mid-winter,

Shaw was as enthusiastic about Independent Tartary as Johnson had

been:

It was like an Asiatic Holland, less bare than some
of the French provinces and with villages that
reminded him of home. In the farmyards cocks
crowed and the ducks quacked. Orchards gave way to
well tended fields and ditches gushed with water
beneath fine trees. The country folk were rosy
cheeked and cheerful, Market day brought them
thronging to the nearest village and nearly
everyone rode a horse or donkey. Comparec to India
there was no poverty, no beggars and no squalor,..
llere...was a modern and thriving state, able to
supply most of its basic needs yet commercially
experienced and traditionally outward looking. It
felt a bit like Europe and, as a potential market,
it was of European significance.28

llayward eventually reached Yarkand too and the two men were

27keay, op. cit., p. 221.
ZBKEHY, ﬂE: ﬁit:. Pp- 226‘22?-
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housed within 100 yards of each other but never met, They were,
in effect, prisoners, In January 1869 Shaw was escorted to
Kashgar and seﬁeral weeks later Hayward followed, Shaw had an
audience with Yakub Beg soon after he arrived in Kashgar, and was
impressed with him, Nevertheless he continued to be kept under
24-hour guard and was not allowed to leave his quarters for three
months. He had almost no contact with the local population,
Hayward was held under similar circumstances. An Indian, Mirza
Shuja, appeared about this time and sought contact with Shaw, who
rebuffed him, fearing he was a provocateur. He was actually a
native explorer in the employ of the CTS, one of a distinguished
group of Indians in disguise--called pundits--who made a major

contribution to geographic knowledge during this period.29

After weeks of isolation and refusal to meet his prisoner guests,
Yakub Beg unexpectedly released them in April 1869 with apologies
for the long delay and promises of commercial cooperationm,

Though they gained little reliable information about Yakub Beg's
'parallel dealings with Russian emissaries during this time, Shaw
and Hayward probably owed their release to what for Yakub Beg was
less than a favorable outcome of his negotiations with the
Russians, He wanted unequivocal support against the Chinese,

The Russians hesitated, He shifted again to seeking British

backing., Shaw took advantage of his final contacts with the

29"Pundit Explorers and the Years 1865-1885" in Kenneth
Mason, Abode of Snow, Londom, 1955, pp. 84-95.

20



Atalyk Gazi to underscore the power and benevolence of Britain,

Shaw and Hayward did not actually meet again until they set out

from Yarkand on the road to Leh,

Both Hayward and Shaw, returning to India, argued--exaggeratedly
it turned out-—that there was real reason to fear a Russian
military threat to India because a modern military force could
makes its way over the Karakoram passes, Their equivocal
treatment by Yakub Beg did not dampen their enthusiasm for seeing
Britain bolster Kashgaria as an independent buffer state after
the pattern of Afghanistan, Yakub Beg himself remained convinced
of the value of a closer relationship with Britain and dispatched
an envoy to Calcutta in late 1869. By this time Lord llayo had
replaced Lawrence as Viceroy and policy took a 180° turn. A
clash between troops of Yakub Beg and Russian forces on the Naryn
River provoked alarm in India that Russia would attack Kashgaria
and advance up to the Indian frontier, a prospect which every
Englishman in India dreaded. While Hayward set out on feverish
travels along the far northwestern borders of Kashmir, Shaw
undertook what in modern terms we would call a propaganda and
lobbying campaign for & closer British relationship with
Independent Tartary. llayward was killed in Yasin in 1870 without

having reached the Pamirs,

Lord lMayo prepared for serious overtures and a new mission to

Yakub Beg by sending Douglas Forsyth to St, Petersburg to
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participate in discussions on Central Asian trade, He was unable
to persuade the Russians to abandon their protective tariffs but
he contributed to progress on Afgnan boundary negotiations then
under way, Forsyth returned to India with assurances from the

Russians that they would not establish diplomatic relations with
Yakub Beg. DNext Mayo sent an envoy to Kashmir to get the
llaharaja to agree to a new treaty regulating trans-ﬂimalayan
trade routes and permitting duty-free transit of goods to and
from East Turkestan., Responding to Yakub Beg's request, he
agreed to send an official mission to Kashgar in 1870 and chose
Forsyth to head it, Shaw accompanied it and it was escorted by
Yakub Beg's emissary to the Viceroy, Mirza Mohammed Shadi, as
well as Yakub Beg's nephew, Yakub Khan, who was on his way back

from a visit to Constantinople and llecca,

In the terms in which it was conceived, the first Forsyth mission

to Kashgar was a failure, as a 5000-word dispatch to the London

Times partially conceded a year after its return:

Mr. Forsyth, owing to the strict tenour of his
instructions, unavoidably failed in one object of
his expedition--that of expressing to the Atalik
Ghazee in person the friendly sentiments of the
British Government, But he met with an honourable
reception from the Atalik's officers, and the fact
of such a journey having been made, and with such
success, will do much to bring this new kingdom,
which may yet have an important part to play in
Central Asian politics, into closer political and
commercial relations with our Indian Empire,30

Yakub Beg was away campaigning during Forsyth's entire stay in

30"Forsyth's Mission to Yarkund", Times, 31 August 13871.
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his domains and there was no direct negotiation with him. He was
not yet reoady for a comprehensive arrangement with Britain,
Whether calculated or not, he could not have resorted to a tactic
better designed to heighten British interest, The net effect of
the firat Forsyth mission was to whet British appetites for a
closer ties with independent Kashgaria. The Times' long
dispatch, based on Forsyth's official report, begins by declaring
the Forsyth expedition a success because:

Thanks to paerfect organization and to the tact and
courage of the leader and his comrades, the double

journey of 2,000 miles between Lahore and Yarkund
and back wae successfully accomplished in only six
months, over the highest tract of country in the
world, and, as Mr, Forsyth adds with pardonable
prida, without the loss of a single follower or a
load of baggage.

The Tiues oxplains the circumstances of Yakub Beg's rise to power
and his constructive exercise of it:

«sothe people are prosperous and contented with the
severe, but in the main wise and just, rule of
their new master. Power has suddenly grown up in a
country which lies in a position which may cause it
one day to play no inconsiderable part in the
Central Asian rivalry of two mighty Empires. It
certainly behoves our Indian Government to
cultivate political and commercial relations with
the Atalik Ghazee and his people; for if they do
not, we may be sure the Russian Government will,

Kashgaria vas blessed with plentiful food and people leading a
good life and eager to offer hospitality to their guests:

Mirza Shadee fed his guests in princely style, omn
savoury pillaus, delicately seasoned soups, and
delicious joints, The Yarkund cooks are perfect
artists; they wear neat aprons, keep their kitchens
and vessels scrupulously clean, and cook by steam
and with good butter.,,. The travellers rode
through Karghalik, 2 country town. The main street
was about 15 ft, wide, and in many places covered
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