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) THE TRAGEDY OF TSLAM  UNDER
X

COMMUNTST RULE IN THIE SOVIET UNION'

Introduction hY

Over 80 million Muslims are currently living under Communist
rule, ‘in three areas of World Communism, These three areas
are: =

1) The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

also known as the Soviet Union - with
more than 50 million Muslims;

2) The Peoples' Republic of China - with
more than 35 million Muslims, including
those living in ¥ast Turkistan;

3) The Balkan States (Albania, Bulgaria,
Rumania, Yugoslavia) and Poland - with
ca. 10 milliion Muslims.

Although the Communist ideology is the same in all three
areas, Communist rule, as it affects the'Muslims, exhibits
different features and ways of doing things in each separate
area. That is why it is also so difficult to classify the
awareness of the position of Islam in fhese three areas under

one single heading. If we want to study the position eof

Islam in these three areas of Communist rule, not only for
scientific reasons, but also out of a sense of Islamic reli-
gious_obligation, then we must endeavour to examine how
Communist rule manifests itself to the Muslims i1n each of

the three areas concerned, one area at a time.

It is common knowledge that the free Islamic world has not,

up till now, been able to found an Islami~ International

o

Academic Institute, for the purpose of stﬁdying the respec-

tive relations between and the combat positions of lIslam and
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Saudi Arabia.



Communism 1). Nor has it been possible to undertake

systematic scientific research into the position of lslam in
the Communist sphere of influence. Various publications

have, howeﬁer, emefged from within the free countries of

Islam 2). A synopsis of tae position of Islam has been obtain-
able from these publications. But the import&ncé of these
works is relatively insignificuqt, compared with that of the
publications emerging from the kuropean countries and the

United States of America 3). Strictly speaking, there are

no research bodies, either in Europe and the United States of
\smerica or in the Islamic countriés outside the Communist

sphere of influence, where the phenomenon of Islam under

Communist rule can be regularly studied.

We are not in a position, here, to express all the problems
of Islam and the Muslims within the areas under Communist
rule, because we lack the essential qualified source material.
Nor do we possess the objective, scientific research results
which are necessary for the recognition of the true position
in which Islam finds itself. That is why I should merely
like to comment on the problems confronting the Muslims with-
in the Soviet Union: in addition, I should add'that I have
been engaged for years now with the problems of Islam 1n

this area of Communism. If we remind ourselves that Commu-
nism became a State power for the first time in the history
of Europe in the former Russian Empire, then we can, perhaps,
understand why it is from here that the policy of reconquer-
ing the Islamic peoples within the sphere of influence of
the Russian Empire - a World Empire, whichwcalls itself the
Soviet Union - is being pursued. It was ;}ecisely in the
Soviet Union, the centre of the movement for the expansion
of Communisf rule in the world, that a radical, irreconcil-
able and bitter struggle between Islam and Communlsm began.
Communism has been: taking action against Islam up t111 the
present day: the ideology of Communism has been used as an
instrument of power of Russian imperialism, together with

the tools of state force, to take action against lslam



unceaselessly up till the prosent day.

The IHistorical Islam countries
mm—_—_—__m
Ln the Soviet Union

The following countries in the Soviet Union can be looked

upon as original, historical Islamic couatriess;-

Turkistan, 3,994,400 square kilometres in area. It shares
borders with Tatar-Bashkiria, South Siberia, Mongolia, China,
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and lies on the other side
of the Caspian Sea from the Caucasus. This Islamic country
was won over to Islam in the crusade of Qutaibeh ibn Muslim
in the years 705-715. The influence of Islam was carried
from Turkistan as far as China, Tatar-Bashkiria, India, the
Caucasus and the Crimean Peninsula. Turkistan is referred to

in current Soviet Russian terminology by the collective name

of "Central Asia and Kazakistan™. This collective name, on
the other hand, embraces five Soviet Republics (Uzbekistan,

Tajikistan, Turkmenia, Kazakistan and Kirghizia).

Bashkiria, 143,600 square kilometres in area. It lies on

the Southern foothills of the Ural Mountains and borders

directly onto Tufkisfan-and Tataria. This Islamic country

l1s regarded, at the present time, as an Autonomous Soviet

Socialist Republic, within the scope of the Russian Soviet

Federated Socialist Republic.

Tataria, 68,000 square kilometres in area. It borders onto

both Bashkiria and, directly, onto the Volga area of Russia,.

Daghistan, 50,300 square kilometres in area, 4) in the North

Caucasus, it is designated an Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic.

Adegey area, 4,400 square kilometres in area. 1t belongs to

the Krasnodar District in the Ruésian Soviet Federated Socialist

il



Republic (RSIFSR).

Abkhazia, 8,700 square kilometres. It has been integrated

1into the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia; has access to

the Black Sea. Suchumi 18 its capital.

Kabardin-Balkaria, 12,500 square kilometres; is situated
wlithin the Northern foothills of the Caucasus and in the left-

hand river basin of the Terek river.

Osetia, 13,100 square kilometres in area; 18 situated in the

Caucasus. North Usetia is integrated into the Russian Soviet

Karatchay-Cherkesia, 14,100 square Kilometres; is situated

1n the North of the Caucasus.

Chechin-IngEshia, 19,300 square kilometres, in North Caucasus;
i
1s regarded as an Autonomous Soviet Republic rud integrated

into the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic.

Azerbaijan, 86,000 square kilometres in area; 1n the Caucasus;

and currently referred to as a Soviet Socialist Republic.

The Crimean Peninsula, ca. 26,000 square kilometres in area,
on the Black Sea. Is currently an area within the scope of

the Soviet Republic of the Ukraine.

It can, thus, be seen, that these Muslim countries referred
to above occupy, in toto, 4,400,000 square kilometres of the
land area of the Soviet Union. ‘This means that the Islamic
countries make up 20% of the entire Post-War territories of

the Soviet Union.

We do not want to pursue the historical development of these
Islamic countries in any further detail, because the history
of the Islamic countries within the sphere of influence of

tne Soviet Union is so extensive that it cannot be dealt with
in a mere couple of sentences. We ought not, however, to for-

get one historical fact, namely, that the above-mentioned

-
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Islamic countries wore conquered by Hussia, in Lhe period
between the middle of the Sixteenth Century and the end of
the Nineteenth Century. The conquest of Turkistan, alone,
by Russia, lasted 182 years. Some of the states in Turkistan,
however, for example the IFmirate of Buchara and Jthe H’hanat
ot' Khorezm, were monarchies until 1920, and between 1920 and
1924 Peoples' Republics, independent states, as defined by
the State Treaty between Russia and these two states in
Turkistan. Certainly, the conquest of the Islamic countries
by RBussia did not take place within a particular, well-
defined period of time; the countries became the victims of
Russian Imperialism gradually, in various historical periods

(from 15350 to 1924).

All the above-mentioned Islamic countries within the sphere

of influence of Russian Imperialism founded their own inde-
pendent national states after 1917. But Russia's Communists
were not preparcecda to grant the oppressed peoples of the for-
mer Colonial Russian Empire their national independence.

That is why Russia's Communist rulers conﬁuered the Islamic
countries again, with the force of arms, and re-integrated

the latter into the Russian Empire, which is represented, at
the present time, in the world by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. The Muslims resisted Communist Russia's reconquest
of their countries. The national armed struggle between
Communist Russia and Turkistan can be cited, for example:

this was carried out intensively between 1918 and 1923 and
endurcd until 1934 in various places. The Russians emerged

the wvictors.

At the time of the first conquest of the Islamic countries
by Russia, three factors were of particular significance:-
The first factor was that, after the conquest of Istanbul by
the Turks, the Kussians were entrusted with the continuation
of the struggle between lslam and Christianity; the Russian

rulers felt themselves to be the successors to the Byzantine

Empire.
The second factor was that the Russians were constantly extend-
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ing their dominion and they fel? themselves called upon to
establish an Fmpire that was to function at the expense of
lslam. After Russia had conquered new territories in Europe
in the Eighteﬁnth and Nineteenth Centuries, it felt itself

a match tor the bknglish in a fight against the latter. This
was the third factor: that Russia would on no account tolerate
further expansion on the part of the English in Asia. As a
result of the rivalry between the two powers in Asia,

Turkistan became a victim of Kussian expansion in the Nineteenth

Century.

The Gefman Islam reczarcher, Professor Becker, commented with
good reason in 1914, that "Russia has grown up with the struggle
against Islam" 5). 1he Hungarian Orientalist, Vambery, said,

in 1875, that "Russia is the one and only'bower'which has
inflicted considerable wounds upon J1slam and which will remain
Islam's dangerous opponent, untiring in the work which it has
begun"” 6). This remark of Vambery's has, in fact, proved to

be true, right up till the present day and Russia is, and

was, l1slam's opponent in international politics.

The number of Muslims and
thelir ethnical affiliations

The Muslims in the Soviet Union can be divided into three
racial groups: the Turks, the Persians and the Caucasian
group. These groups, in their turn, represent the unity of
Islamic civilisation, From 1939 onwards the offical Census
forms of the Soviet Union have no longer carried any infor-
mation whereby an individual's religious affiliations can be
ascertained. One can, therefore, only establish the number
of Muslims according to their affiliation to one of the racial
groups which originally belonged to Islam. The last official
Census in the Saoviet Union took place in 1970. The statisti=-
cal data which have been gleaned from this Census can also
serve as the basis for establishing the number of Muslims

according to their ethnical affiliations. We shall reproduce

these figures in decreasing order of strength:-
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Uzbeks sevevasnnnnen Fyl195,000
Tatars cecomesessses H.931,000
Kazakhs seessessssesss H,299,000
Azerbaijanis seceecccecceess 4,380,000
Tad jiks cesmnssssauss 25136,000
Turkmens b oo b B ES b O EE B0 1525 ,400
Kirghiz chebrsenunnux 18R, 000
Bashkiris teecseeeseses 1,240,000
Chechens emmmmm ekl 613,000
Ositins . wkhow mow MR 438,000
Awars ko b A RN RERE K 3?6,000
Lezgins e K EEEEEE W 354,000
Kabardins A W K KR NS 260,000
Eara-Ealpakd «susssexsanis 236,000
Uighurs | coEENSsEBEaE HER - 1973, 000
Ingusch's P LY 158,000
Karachais G E R R R E SN 113, 000
Adigirs Cerecsesnseas 100, 000
Kurds | ce e oo s e e e e 89,000
Abkhas's co o0 00s 0000000 83,000
Turks ceccssesss s s o 79 , 000
Cherkess's R —— 40,000
Dungans ©ceoccs s oot s ea 396,000
Iranis s ERGFASEEN D 28,000

34,397,000 7)

From this official report of the Government of the Soviet

Union it can be seen that 34,397,000 people can be regarded

as Muslims there. It should also be mentioned that these
figures never represent the true number of Muslims: before

each Census, the persons who are employed to record information
about the population are given instructions to record as
Russians all those who claim to be Russian. It has,thus, cften
happened that those Muslims who can speak Russian very well
have automatically been classified as Russians. Therefore the

figures pertaining to the affiliation of the individual racial
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