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) THE TRAGEDY OF TSLAM  UNDER
X

COMMUNTST RULE IN THIE SOVIET UNION'

Introduction hY

Over 80 million Muslims are currently living under Communist
rule, ‘in three areas of World Communism, These three areas
are: =

1) The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

also known as the Soviet Union - with
more than 50 million Muslims;

2) The Peoples' Republic of China - with
more than 35 million Muslims, including
those living in ¥ast Turkistan;

3) The Balkan States (Albania, Bulgaria,
Rumania, Yugoslavia) and Poland - with
ca. 10 milliion Muslims.

Although the Communist ideology is the same in all three
areas, Communist rule, as it affects the'Muslims, exhibits
different features and ways of doing things in each separate
area. That is why it is also so difficult to classify the
awareness of the position of Islam in fhese three areas under

one single heading. If we want to study the position eof

Islam in these three areas of Communist rule, not only for
scientific reasons, but also out of a sense of Islamic reli-
gious_obligation, then we must endeavour to examine how
Communist rule manifests itself to the Muslims i1n each of

the three areas concerned, one area at a time.

It is common knowledge that the free Islamic world has not,

up till now, been able to found an Islami~ International

o

Academic Institute, for the purpose of stﬁdying the respec-

tive relations between and the combat positions of lIslam and

~Toxt of a lecture held on 20th March 1978 at the Abdul Aziz
University Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs, Jeddah,

Saudi Arabia.



Communism 1). Nor has it been possible to undertake

systematic scientific research into the position of lslam in
the Communist sphere of influence. Various publications

have, howeﬁer, emefged from within the free countries of

Islam 2). A synopsis of tae position of Islam has been obtain-
able from these publications. But the import&ncé of these
works is relatively insignificuqt, compared with that of the
publications emerging from the kuropean countries and the

United States of America 3). Strictly speaking, there are

no research bodies, either in Europe and the United States of
\smerica or in the Islamic countriés outside the Communist

sphere of influence, where the phenomenon of Islam under

Communist rule can be regularly studied.

We are not in a position, here, to express all the problems
of Islam and the Muslims within the areas under Communist
rule, because we lack the essential qualified source material.
Nor do we possess the objective, scientific research results
which are necessary for the recognition of the true position
in which Islam finds itself. That is why I should merely
like to comment on the problems confronting the Muslims with-
in the Soviet Union: in addition, I should add'that I have
been engaged for years now with the problems of Islam 1n

this area of Communism. If we remind ourselves that Commu-
nism became a State power for the first time in the history
of Europe in the former Russian Empire, then we can, perhaps,
understand why it is from here that the policy of reconquer-
ing the Islamic peoples within the sphere of influence of
the Russian Empire - a World Empire, whichwcalls itself the
Soviet Union - is being pursued. It was ;}ecisely in the
Soviet Union, the centre of the movement for the expansion
of Communisf rule in the world, that a radical, irreconcil-
able and bitter struggle between Islam and Communlsm began.
Communism has been: taking action against Islam up t111 the
present day: the ideology of Communism has been used as an
instrument of power of Russian imperialism, together with

the tools of state force, to take action against lslam



unceaselessly up till the prosent day.

The IHistorical Islam countries
mm—_—_—__m
Ln the Soviet Union

The following countries in the Soviet Union can be looked

upon as original, historical Islamic couatriess;-

Turkistan, 3,994,400 square kilometres in area. It shares
borders with Tatar-Bashkiria, South Siberia, Mongolia, China,
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and lies on the other side
of the Caspian Sea from the Caucasus. This Islamic country
was won over to Islam in the crusade of Qutaibeh ibn Muslim
in the years 705-715. The influence of Islam was carried
from Turkistan as far as China, Tatar-Bashkiria, India, the
Caucasus and the Crimean Peninsula. Turkistan is referred to

in current Soviet Russian terminology by the collective name

of "Central Asia and Kazakistan™. This collective name, on
the other hand, embraces five Soviet Republics (Uzbekistan,

Tajikistan, Turkmenia, Kazakistan and Kirghizia).

Bashkiria, 143,600 square kilometres in area. It lies on

the Southern foothills of the Ural Mountains and borders

directly onto Tufkisfan-and Tataria. This Islamic country

l1s regarded, at the present time, as an Autonomous Soviet

Socialist Republic, within the scope of the Russian Soviet

Federated Socialist Republic.

Tataria, 68,000 square kilometres in area. It borders onto

both Bashkiria and, directly, onto the Volga area of Russia,.

Daghistan, 50,300 square kilometres in area, 4) in the North

Caucasus, it is designated an Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic.

Adegey area, 4,400 square kilometres in area. 1t belongs to

the Krasnodar District in the Ruésian Soviet Federated Socialist
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Republic (RSIFSR).

Abkhazia, 8,700 square kilometres. It has been integrated

1into the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia; has access to

the Black Sea. Suchumi 18 its capital.

Kabardin-Balkaria, 12,500 square kilometres; is situated
wlithin the Northern foothills of the Caucasus and in the left-

hand river basin of the Terek river.

Osetia, 13,100 square kilometres in area; 18 situated in the

Caucasus. North Usetia is integrated into the Russian Soviet

Karatchay-Cherkesia, 14,100 square Kilometres; is situated

1n the North of the Caucasus.

Chechin-IngEshia, 19,300 square kilometres, in North Caucasus;
i
1s regarded as an Autonomous Soviet Republic rud integrated

into the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic.

Azerbaijan, 86,000 square kilometres in area; 1n the Caucasus;

and currently referred to as a Soviet Socialist Republic.

The Crimean Peninsula, ca. 26,000 square kilometres in area,
on the Black Sea. Is currently an area within the scope of

the Soviet Republic of the Ukraine.

It can, thus, be seen, that these Muslim countries referred
to above occupy, in toto, 4,400,000 square kilometres of the
land area of the Soviet Union. ‘This means that the Islamic
countries make up 20% of the entire Post-War territories of

the Soviet Union.

We do not want to pursue the historical development of these
Islamic countries in any further detail, because the history
of the Islamic countries within the sphere of influence of

tne Soviet Union is so extensive that it cannot be dealt with
in a mere couple of sentences. We ought not, however, to for-

get one historical fact, namely, that the above-mentioned

-
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Islamic countries wore conquered by Hussia, in Lhe period
between the middle of the Sixteenth Century and the end of
the Nineteenth Century. The conquest of Turkistan, alone,
by Russia, lasted 182 years. Some of the states in Turkistan,
however, for example the IFmirate of Buchara and Jthe H’hanat
ot' Khorezm, were monarchies until 1920, and between 1920 and
1924 Peoples' Republics, independent states, as defined by
the State Treaty between Russia and these two states in
Turkistan. Certainly, the conquest of the Islamic countries
by RBussia did not take place within a particular, well-
defined period of time; the countries became the victims of
Russian Imperialism gradually, in various historical periods

(from 15350 to 1924).

All the above-mentioned Islamic countries within the sphere

of influence of Russian Imperialism founded their own inde-
pendent national states after 1917. But Russia's Communists
were not preparcecda to grant the oppressed peoples of the for-
mer Colonial Russian Empire their national independence.

That is why Russia's Communist rulers conﬁuered the Islamic
countries again, with the force of arms, and re-integrated

the latter into the Russian Empire, which is represented, at
the present time, in the world by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. The Muslims resisted Communist Russia's reconquest
of their countries. The national armed struggle between
Communist Russia and Turkistan can be cited, for example:

this was carried out intensively between 1918 and 1923 and
endurcd until 1934 in various places. The Russians emerged

the wvictors.

At the time of the first conquest of the Islamic countries
by Russia, three factors were of particular significance:-
The first factor was that, after the conquest of Istanbul by
the Turks, the Kussians were entrusted with the continuation
of the struggle between lslam and Christianity; the Russian

rulers felt themselves to be the successors to the Byzantine

Empire.
The second factor was that the Russians were constantly extend-
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ing their dominion and they fel? themselves called upon to
establish an Fmpire that was to function at the expense of
lslam. After Russia had conquered new territories in Europe
in the Eighteﬁnth and Nineteenth Centuries, it felt itself

a match tor the bknglish in a fight against the latter. This
was the third factor: that Russia would on no account tolerate
further expansion on the part of the English in Asia. As a
result of the rivalry between the two powers in Asia,

Turkistan became a victim of Kussian expansion in the Nineteenth

Century.

The Gefman Islam reczarcher, Professor Becker, commented with
good reason in 1914, that "Russia has grown up with the struggle
against Islam" 5). 1he Hungarian Orientalist, Vambery, said,

in 1875, that "Russia is the one and only'bower'which has
inflicted considerable wounds upon J1slam and which will remain
Islam's dangerous opponent, untiring in the work which it has
begun"” 6). This remark of Vambery's has, in fact, proved to

be true, right up till the present day and Russia is, and

was, l1slam's opponent in international politics.

The number of Muslims and
thelir ethnical affiliations

The Muslims in the Soviet Union can be divided into three
racial groups: the Turks, the Persians and the Caucasian
group. These groups, in their turn, represent the unity of
Islamic civilisation, From 1939 onwards the offical Census
forms of the Soviet Union have no longer carried any infor-
mation whereby an individual's religious affiliations can be
ascertained. One can, therefore, only establish the number
of Muslims according to their affiliation to one of the racial
groups which originally belonged to Islam. The last official
Census in the Saoviet Union took place in 1970. The statisti=-
cal data which have been gleaned from this Census can also
serve as the basis for establishing the number of Muslims

according to their ethnical affiliations. We shall reproduce

these figures in decreasing order of strength:-
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Uzbeks sevevasnnnnen Fyl195,000
Tatars cecomesessses H.931,000
Kazakhs seessessssesss H,299,000
Azerbaijanis seceecccecceess 4,380,000
Tad jiks cesmnssssauss 25136,000
Turkmens b oo b B ES b O EE B0 1525 ,400
Kirghiz chebrsenunnux 18R, 000
Bashkiris teecseeeseses 1,240,000
Chechens emmmmm ekl 613,000
Ositins . wkhow mow MR 438,000
Awars ko b A RN RERE K 3?6,000
Lezgins e K EEEEEE W 354,000
Kabardins A W K KR NS 260,000
Eara-Ealpakd «susssexsanis 236,000
Uighurs | coEENSsEBEaE HER - 1973, 000
Ingusch's P LY 158,000
Karachais G E R R R E SN 113, 000
Adigirs Cerecsesnseas 100, 000
Kurds | ce e oo s e e e e 89,000
Abkhas's co o0 00s 0000000 83,000
Turks ceccssesss s s o 79 , 000
Cherkess's R —— 40,000
Dungans ©ceoccs s oot s ea 396,000
Iranis s ERGFASEEN D 28,000

34,397,000 7)

From this official report of the Government of the Soviet

Union it can be seen that 34,397,000 people can be regarded

as Muslims there. It should also be mentioned that these
figures never represent the true number of Muslims: before

each Census, the persons who are employed to record information
about the population are given instructions to record as
Russians all those who claim to be Russian. It has,thus, cften
happened that those Muslims who can speak Russian very well
have automatically been classified as Russians. Therefore the

figures pertaining to the affiliation of the individual racial
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croups which are published by the Soviet authorities should

not be regurded as the Gospel truth,. The mere factr that

since 1939 the Census form has not asked for information regard-
ing religious affiliation and that there are no islamic relili-
gious organisations in the Soviet Union which would be in a
position to establish the number of Muslims means that an
accurate determination of the number of Muslims is something
which will remain obscure. Several of the experts on Islam
living in Turkistan reckon, however, that the number of Muslims
in the Soviet Union exceeds;go,OO0,000. A few Muslim ethni-
cal groups, e.g. the Arabs, who used to live in Turkistan, 1n
the area around Buchara, were not mentioned in the Soviet

statistics. In 1926, 28,973 Arabs lived in Turkistan 8) .

These were not mentioned at all.

The determination of the number of Muslims in the Soviet
Union is also very confusing. In the Muslim Congress of
1917, it was disclosed that there were about forty million
Muslims in the Russian Empire. Stalin announced, in 1920,
that there were about 30 million Muslims living within the
sphere of influence of Soviet Russia 9). On 10th December
1955,}¢hrushchev stated, in Kashmir, that there were about
fifteen million Muslims in the Soviet Union 10). The Soviet
statistics of the year 1970 rewveal noth}pg about the number

of Muslims, but indicate the number of persons belonging <o

1
the individual racial groups: the number of Muslims can be

roughly assessed by means of these figures. The Seviet
statistics remain silent on the question of how many people,

who were formerly Muslims, have been forced to regard them-

sealves as Athelists.

It ought not to be forgotten, as well, that the number of Mus-
1ims has decreased, rather than increased. It should be
pointed out that the decrease in the number of Muslims in the
Soviet Union can be regarded, above all, as the product of the

terror exercised against the Muslims and the influence of the

s K
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State-organised athelilsm,

: 5 i / _
Gattitude of theoe Communls t reglLme
townrds lIslam

at the beginning of 1itsS

The

Rule

At the time of Czarist Russia, Islam was attacked, not only

by those wishing to spread the gospel of Christianity, but

also by the Russian Imperialists, whose intention it was to
show that they could exert their power. During the Czarist
régime, up till 1917, 1t was forbidden, moreover, to estab-

lish a centralised organisation for the Muslims' religious

affairs. The Muslims were not allowed to build mosques

without the permission of the Russian authorities. The Avguaf

lands, which belonged to the medreses (Muslim schools), were

ljeft without any material aid. The Russian State and the

Christian Church were both anxious to "christianize™ the

Muslims. Islam was under the control of the Russian Statse and

the Church. The tension which existed between the Russians

and the Muslims manifested itself daily. The national up-
rising in the year 1916, for example, 1n Turkistan, was one
indication of the Muslims' categorical refusal to accept the

Russians' rule. But Czarist Russia was not able to impede

the impact of Islam completely.

The Communists soon recognised the Muslims'! difficult position.

The Russian Communists tried to win the hearts of the Muslims

for their régime - or at least to curb their anti-Communist

response thereto - by means of various declarations and

measures. The Communist government of Russia launched its
first act of hypocrisy against Islam and the Muslims on 3rd
December 1917, with 1ts 'Proclamation to the Muslims of the

Russian Empire and the Orient!,

Stalin. We would like to quote one or two pasSsSages from this

which was signed by Lenin and

Proclamation, in order that the intentions of the Communist

régime, which wanted to give the impression of being favour-

ably disposed towards the Muslims, may be recognised for

‘what they really were and that the start of the régime's two-

faced tactics may also be revealed. We quote: "Muslims of
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Russia; ‘Tatars

of the Volsa region and of the

Crimea; Kirghiz and Sarts of Siberia and Turki-
stan; Turkmens and Tatars of Transcaucasia;

Chochoens and hill-peoples of the Caucasus!

All of you, whose mestschids and dschamis have

been destroved and whose faith and customs have

been tramplod underfoot b the Czars and thé

Oppressors of Russia'! From now on your creed

and your customs, your national and cultural
institutions, are declared to be free and sacro-

sanct. You have a right to them .. e

Muslims of the Orient: Persians, Turks, Arabs

and Indians! All of you, whose heads and prop-
erty, freedom and country, the avaricious robbers

of Europe have used as items :6f barter; all of.
whose lands the plunderers who began the

war (Flrst World War) also want to divide! ...

You must organlze Iourselves and vour lives
according to your own wishes and tastes! You
have a right to do so, because your ffate 1s 1n

sxmgathz and suEEort in our search for world
revival" 11).

1

By means of this Proclamation, the Soviet government of Russia
intended, in the first place, to win the Muslims of the world
-over to their cause. It should also be mentioned that the
Soviet government made no similar appeal to the believers of
other world religions, neither at any earlier date nor at a
later one. The Communist regime wanted to placate the Muslims
of the Russian Empire with deceitful promiseé, by means of

this appeal, and thus gain the support of the Muslims of the

Orient for its Communist Movement. We shall comment elsewhere

upon the effect th=z2t this Proclamation had.

In December 1917, the Soviet government gave the Muslims back

8
?r
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the only example of the Koran of Karim, which the Calif of
Osman (May the Peace of Allah be with him) had used person-
ally and which had been confiscated by the Russians 1n
Samarkand 1n tha'yeﬁr 1866 and taken from thence to Peters-
burg. The Soviet government even allowed the establishment

of Islamic religious administrative agencies. A "Scholars'
Council" (Schurayi Ulema) was created, for example, in
Turkistan in the year 1919, which was permitted to operate
until 1924, In December 1922 it wus even allowed to establish

Scheriat Courts, which were then dissolved in the Yyear 1926.

The Communists' propagandists informed the Muslims that Islam

and Communism were of equal importance. In 1918 the Special

Klewlijew, declared the following, for the first time:

"T attempted to study the religion and the
Koran from a scientific Eoint-of-view.ll
was convinced that all the teachings of the
Muslim prophet Mohammed have a socialist

orientation and 1 recoggised him as a
Communist, above all, in his teaching" 12).

Several Communist atheists contended that there was a Commu-

nist orientation in the Islamic culture.13).

However, such misleading thoughts and steps on the part of

fhe Communist régime, thoughts and steps which falsified the
facts and which were intended to flatter the Muslims, were

not of long duration. The Communist régime had already 'made
preparations for a struggle with Islam, even though it was
ostensibly showing itself prepared to make compromises towards

Islam. We can see this if we look at the Act of 23rd January

1918 entitled "The separation of State and Religion".
Paragraph 10 of this Act ordains:

WAll religious organisations are subject to the

State; but they do not receive any Su ort from

the State' 1h).
-] 2
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cinning of the Communist
stru/erle :
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The struggle against Islam began already at the beginning of
1918, although Russia's Communist régime did not proceed
radically and in a clear-cut manner, The’Soviet government
proceeded very carefully in its fight against Islam, but

also in a single-minded fashion.. The policy of displaying
both friendship amd animosity towards Islam developed into a
political target, whose primary objective was to bring the
Muslims completely under the rule of Russian Communism. The
Muslims of the former Czarist Russian Empire had founded a
National Central Council (Milli Merkezi Schurf), in May 1917,
for the purpose of protecting their interests. On 25th April,
1918, the Soviet government of Russia banned this central
Muslim organisation. The Muslim groups became isolated from
one another, as a result of this step. In order to be able
to propagate Communist beliefs and politics among the Muslims,
a Commissariat for Muslims' Affairs Eame into being, under
the jurisdiction of the Peoples' Commissariat for Nationalities'
Affairs, which was run by Stalin. This Commissariat for
Muslims' Affairs was under the direction of Molla Nur Vahiitov,
who was himself an Islamic priesst from the Volga region. Not
2all Islamic institutions were banned simultaneously. There
were, for example, 342 Scheriat Courts in operation 1in the
four regions of Turkistan (Fergana, Zaraféchéﬁ.Samarkand ana
Sir-Darya) in the year 1923; Only 43 of these were still inmn
existence in the year 1925 and in 1926 these last few courts

were abolished for once and for all.

The Communist leadership of Russia was anxious to enlist the
support of propagandists from within the ranks of the Muslims,
in its struggle against Islam. These former Muslims were,
then, to cafry out a propagandé campaign against lslam. The
Sovief government of Russia founded a 'Militant Atheists?

Societv'! in Turkistan in the year 1926. This Society was

under the leadership of Nasir Torakul, a former Muslim from
the Volga region. The Sociely first of all organised a slan-
der campaign against Islam and attempted, thereby, to persuade

young people to break away+from Islam. After 1930 this Society

-13=
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helped both the State and the Communist Party to execute
thelir radical measures against Islam. The leader of the
Atheists' Society in Turkistan, Nasir Torakul, was appointed
Soviet ambassador to Saudia Arabia and occupied this post

in the years 1923-1930. During ﬁhis period he tried to
organize an Anti-Islam Propaganda Organisation in the Holy

City of Mecca.

The Russian Communists and their minions in the Islamic
éountries tried to diminish the importance of the Prophet
Mohammed and to emphasize the role of Lenin, 1n the years
1922-1926. In 1926, the Communist Atheists in Tashkent

asked: "Is Lenin a Prophet?" and called upon the Islamic
clergy to give their opinions on this matter. The Atheists

theatre in Tashkent and debated the question. The Atheists
contended that Lenin was a prophet. The clergy said that

Lenin could never be looked upon as a Eroghet. EFven the

Soviet press involved itself in this debate and propagatad

the Atheists' views, whereby Lepnlin was reputed to be a prophet.
The Muslims categorically rejected the Soviet Atheists' notions.
A formulation of the question and assertion of the sort
propagated by the Soviet Atheists_roused a‘considerable amount
of anger on the part of the Muslims. The Soviet leadership

was forced to withdraw from the affair. In 1927 the follow-

ing statement was issued by tone leadership:

"Lenin is in all reality a Eroghet. But the

word 'Erthet' is used in association with
Isaiah, Mohammed and others. For tactical

reasons it 1is, therefdre, better not to use

this corrupt word" 15).

The Soviet leadership instructed numerous Orientalists to
study Islam from a Marxist-Leninist viewpoint. It was clear,

from the countless publications and pieces of research work

into Islam in the Soviet Union, that such research had to

point the way to the struggle against Islam 16) .

The Soviet leadership trained 1ts own cadres within the ranks

- ] 4
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of' the Muslims for the strugpgle against Islam. Then it
developed Communist control mechanisms among the Muslims.
And, finally, in the year 1929, it felt bold enough to
proceed 1in a radical manner against all religions, including

Islam,

On Sth April, 1929, an Act was passed pertaining to the
religious communities' obligation to register themselves and
setting out the rules for the practice‘of religious duties.

The Act stated, among other thihgs, that:

- all religious communities (Muslims who

were attached to particular mosques)
had to be registered with the Commissariat

for Interior Affairs:

- the members of the religious communities
had to be over eighteen years of age

- at least 20 people had to submit an appli-
cation containing their signatures to the
Minister of the Interior, before a
religious community could be registered

- tThe communities had no right to their own
sources of income (i.e. they were not
allowed to indulge in trade; were not
allowed to possess any land; were not
permitted to have any printing presses,

‘industries or any other sources of
income. Furthermore, they were not allowed
to publish any religious books)

- the members' meetings of the communities
were only allowed to take place with the
permission of the administrative authorities

It was forbidden for the religious communities:

- tTo organise relief funds, Schirkats
(cooperatives) and manufacturing plants

- to establish children's, youth and women's
organisations; to hold evenings for the
discussion of religious literature; and
to give religious instruction and - organise
groups and excursions

- to establish libraries, sanatoria and
convalescent homes

- tTo give religious instruction in state,
public or private schools

- to display any books in their mosques, churches
etc. other than those specifically required
for their prayers

-15=
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'urthermonre,

- Religious conventions and the executive
bodies elected by them had no power

- to establishh a common purse
- or of organising collections
of money for religious pur-

poses

- 0f centralising religious
wealth

- to sign any treaties.

- Churches (mosques) were to be taken
over by the state, if required.

- It was forbidden to conduct religious

ceremonies in state, public, cooperative
and private offices and enterprises

(Parasraphs 58).

- All religious communities were placed under
the supervision of the Mlnlstry of the

Interior (Paragraph 65).

This Act made it virtually impossible to carry out religious

ebligations 17).

The Ministry of Finance of the Soviet Union passed aﬁ Order

on 10th April 1929 whereby the faithful had to pay taxes for
the use of their mosques. The Muslims were not able to
collect the money for the upkeep of their mosgques because
they, themselves, were suffering greatldeprivation. .From

1924 onwards the entire assets of the religious communities
were confiscated by the State. The mosques did not possess
any assets, anyway, from which they might have been in a posi-
tion to pay their taxes. The Religions Act of 8th April,
1929, had forbidden the religious communities to collect money

or organise relief funds. The collection of Zekat had already
- been forbidden in Czarist Russia in the year 1873. This ban

remained in force -during the Soviet regime.

The radical struggle against Islam

After the necessary preliminary action had been taken 1n the

struggle against Islam, more radical steps were taken after

1930. There were 24,7321 Dschamis in the Russian Empire before

the Communists came to power, of which 12,7373 were to be found
in Turkistan. There were 45,7339 Islamic priests, altogether.

The medreses (Muslim schools) in Turkistan played an import-

ant part in the trqining of Islamic theologians. Prior
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to the Communist rule there were 650 medreses, including

185 in Buchara, which were known and renowned in all the

Islamic countries of the world, owing to their historical
tradition. Turkistan was also one of the most important
centres of Islamic culture and well-known throughout the

ma jor part of the Islamic world for its 3piritual life. It

should be kn. *., to every Muslim that the founder of the

Islam sciendes, Abu Ali ibn Sina; the collector of the Hadis-1i

Scherif of the Prophet Mohammed, Abu Abdullﬁh Muhammed ibn
Ismail Buchari;:; the éll-round scientist Bir{ini: the.founder
of the Islamic philosophy Fardbi; the collector of the
Scheriat standard works (legal standard works) under the tit-

les of "Hidave", Tirmizi etc. were born in Turkistan and went

out from thence to become active in the Islamic world.

Before the Communist rule, there were 12,499 Imams, 5,771
Miiderris, 1,526 Sheiks of the Takye; and more than 33,000

rersons in the employ of the medreses and mosgues (but only

in the States General of Turkistan: there is a lack of

information from other parts of Turkistan) 18).

The Communist régime's outburst of fury led to the closure
of all the Dschimis, in the period between 1930 and 1937
(many were destroyed and the explanation given was that the
State required wood and other materials for new buildings)).
Those Dschimis which were not closed were put to a non-
religious use (e.g. as clubs, restaurants, prisons, students’

hostels etc.). In addition,

- all the copies of the Koran which
could be collected in the course of .
house-to-house searches were burnt in
large numbers;

- all the medreses were closed, because
it was not permitted to run schools 1in
which religious instruction was given

(see the Act pertaining to the religious
communities);

" =« all religious dignitaries: Imams, Muftis,
Miiderris, Muazzems, Ischéns (rellglous
philosophers) were arrested;

- the entire assets of the mosqgues and
medreses (donations and valuable carpets,
books, archives) were confiscated;
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The following were also forbildden:

- the call to Prayer,
- visiting the Dschimis for prayers,

- the propagation of the teachings of
Islam, whether in public or in private,

- the celebration of religious ceremonies,
such as marriage; circumcision; the
pilgrimage to Mecca and fasting (Ramadan).

p "

It transpired that only 40-50 of the original 24,321 Dschamis

in the Soviet Union remained in existence followlng the
Communists' brutal action against Islam. It cannot be proved
whether these are still actually standing in the Soviet Unicon.
What is known is that there are currently a mere 8 Dschamis

in Turkistan, which the authorities allow to be used for reli-
gious services, and these are more accessible for foreign
guests and tourists than for the local Muslim population.
‘Many historic DschAmis were redesignated "Houses of the Athe-
ists". For example, Chodscha Ahmed Yassavi Dschami in the
city of Turkistan (formerly Yas'sa), which was built at the end
of the XIVth Century and which has remained 1in good condition

~right up till the present day. This Dschami was turmned into

a House of the Atheists in 1959 19).

The Soviet leaders managed to smash the outward appearance of
Islam. All these ruthless actions against Islam forced the
Muslims into keeping up their religious duties at a personal
level, within their own hearts. The Communist rulers recog-
nised this state of affairs very soon and began to fight the
"spirit" of Islam as well. They made it part of their doc-
trine of power and their Atheist Movement to slander Islam
and to reject Allah, the Prophets and the Koran. The insults,
slanderous étatements, falsifications, :.ttacks and lies of
the Communist régime in the Soviet Union against Islam are
extensive; which is why it is impossible to précis the situ-
ation. We will only mention a few exaﬁples of the ways 1in
which Soviet Atheism attacked Islam and its concepts,sSo that

the slanderous practices of the Communist rulers can be recog-

nised. | -8 -
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What do the Communist Athelsts sav about Allah?

They say the followlng quite openly and 'also try to propagate
their concepts within the ranks of the Muslims:
"Who created Allah? Our human phantasy

created him. Therefore we also have
the right to abolish him" 20).

"The people who invented and developed
technology will also get rid of religious
dogma and Allah" 21).

How do the Communists slander Mohammed?

They say and propagate the following concepts everywhere:

"Mohammed is not Allah's envoy but the
servant of the feudal Arabs" 22).

"Mohammed is a semi-phantastical person.
His biography 1s also unknown" 273 ).

How do the Atheists lie about the Koran?
They maintain:

"The Koran is used by the exploiting
class and reactionary clergy to oppress
and deceive working people® 24).

"The Koran was created by a half-barbaric
Arabs and was intended for the benefit of
Sultans, Emirs and feudal lords" 25).

The Soviets went even further with their falsifications of the

teachings of Islam and even maintained that there were both

Godly and anti-Godly trends in Islam 26).

We ought to remember that nobody, up till now, whether in
Europe or America, in the Soviet Union or in the free Islamic
countries, has assembled all the Soviet anti-Islamic concepts
in documentary form. It is, therefore, necessary, to assemble
at least the main features of all the Soviets' anti-Islamic

concepts and examine them critically.

Have the Soviet anti-lslam measures been successful within the
ranks of the Muslims? To all outward appearances, yes. The

mere fact that the Muslims have no reiigious instruction, no
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Islamic literature and education, no mosques, no trained
clergy, no freedom in which to express their faith unhinde«red,
etc. represents a success for the Communists. This only came
info being through the exercise of power on behalf of the
State, for a Communist state without atheism is not imagin-
able, Communist atheism has also had a certain success among
young people: it is well-known, for example, that many of

the young people from Muslim families do not believe in Allah.
So a group of non-believers - Atheist youth - was constituted
from amongst the ranks of the Muslims., Their influence 1is,
however, not very important. There are sufficient signs that
Islam continues to live on in the hearts of the Muslims and

that is why the Communist rulers are anxious to carry on their

struggle against lIslam.

The current situation of Islam in the Soviet Union

During the Second World War, the Soviet Union was forced to
consent to the establishment of administrative bodies for all
the religions in the Soviet Union. In the &ear 1941, the
following four religious administrative authorities were cre-
ated for the Muslims of the 5Soviet Union:
1) Religious administrative body for the
Muslims of the Volga=Urals region, with
its headquarters in Ufa, responsible for

the European part of the Soviet Union and
Siberia;

2) Religious administrative body for Central
Asia and Kazakistan (= Turkistan), with its
headquarters in Tashkent;

3) Administrative body for the North Caucasus
and Daghistan, with its headquarters in
Bujnaksk; |

4) Administrative body for Transcaucasia with
its headquarters in Baku.

These religious Islamic administrative bodilies are under the
direct control of the Council for ﬁeligious Affairs of the
Ministerial Council of the Soviet Union. The Chairman of this

Council is a Russian. It turned out tﬁat these Muslim
d
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religious administrative bodies, which were not only tolera-
ted by the pgovernment of the Soviet Union, but, even in fact,
organized by 1t, were not in a positioh to deal with Islam
affairs; to defend Islam and to protect the followers of
Islam. They became a sort of controlling body within the ranks
of the Muslims, as Mawlana Raghib Ahsfn, who once led a Paki-
stani Islamic delegation to the Soviet Union justly repor-
ted 27). Besides this, they became an appropriate instrument
for the transport of Soviet politics beyond the borders of
the Soviet Union. The religious administration of Turkistan,
under the leadership of Mufti Ziyauddin Babachanov, plays an
active part in the external affairs of the Soviet Union,
because Turkistan offers many of the essential basic require-
ments for developing contacts with the ﬁree Islamic world.

4

The Communist leadership does not want to achieve anythiﬁg
through the agency of the relig{ous administrative body of
Turkistan, other than the neutralisation of the Islamic world
vis-a-vis the Soviet Union. And it wants to win sympathisers
to the Communist cause from among the Muslims of the free
world. It ought, therefore, to be clear why the Soviets
allowed a demonstrative Juhilee celebration to be held in

honour of IsmAil Buch&ri and Farabi in Turkistan, at which

Islamic representatives from other countries were present.

The religious administrative bodies for the Muslims of the

Soviet Union are not allowed:

- to keep the teachings of Islam alive
‘in the Muslims'! consciousness

- to circulate literature tftor the purpose
of propagating lslam

- to educate children according to Islam

- to stand up to the anti-Islam measures
of terror and to comment upon the wvast
Atheist propaganda of the Communists: to
reject the slanderous concepts of the
Atheist state against lslam

- to use the Soviet press and radio stations,
as welil as other channels of information,
in order to defend Islam - they do not have
their cwn channels of information

- . to suggest a Law for the profection of

Tslam and the Muslims
I 1
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- to train the necessary spiritual
helpers for the Muslim faith

- to preserve the religious life (Prayers,

Ramadan, pilgrimages, ceremonies, Zekat,

etc.); to carry out other Islamic |

religious ceremonies.
We do not know whether the competent 'Red Muftis' intend
doing something for Islam 'on the quiet'. Such intentions
have not been known of, up till now, at all events. Perhaps
they lack the necessary courage. Who knows how many oonvinced

atheists are, in fact, working for the Communists under the

guise of Islam, within the framework of the Islamic religious

administrative bodies.

Religious administrative bodies of this sort are still 1m
existence, although they do nothing for Islam, other than
officially welcoming Islamic visifors from abroad. The Commu-
nist anti-Islam campaign, on the other hand, carries on
actively in its entirety. Islamic life and the Muslim way ef
thinking have, to all outward appearances, shrunk to an
appalling degree, owing to the effect of both these anti-Islam
campaigns and of the State control. Internally, allegiance

to God has remained and it is an encouraging fact that the
Muslims still believe in Allah and that they hope that the
Almighty will help them. DBecause of this internalised belief,
Islam has remained viable, even taeday, and it continues to

exist as a non-compromising oppenent to Communism.

The Communists' new methods in the

struggle against Islam

As we have already mentioned, at the beginning of the Communist
regime's struggle against Islam: propaganda was either written
or spoken. The use of force then joined this written and
spoken propaganda. At the moment, both propaganda and force

are being applied jointly against‘Islam. According to the
Soviets, "Islam does not exist as a religion in the Soviet

Union” 28). In their opinion, there are only "the remalns of

Islam". Communist ideologists are closely involved with the

question as to why these "remains of Islam" are viable 29).

- o




Tho Communlist roprimo wants to ight Lhese "remains of Islam"”
in order to be rid of Islam in future. We can recognise this

attitude in the following thoughts of a Soviet author who 1s

well-known as an vnemy of Islam:

"(The act of)Separation from religion is a

difficult process. It does not compsist of
mere critical withdrawal from religious

beliefs and the liberatiomn from religious
dogma. The belief in Allah and the belief

in the unconditional performance of Muslim
duties and of moral norms must make way for
a scientific .and materialistic world philo-
sophy and for the conviction that leads to
the realisation of our Communist ideals +..

Overcoming the remains of Islam will be a
long process and will require a harmonious
calculation of all the various factors
negcessary for a conversion to atheism.

Muslim preachers say that Islam 1s an un-
ending and immortal religion. The historical

experiences of the peoples of several repub-

lics of the Soviet Union, who formerly believed
entirely in Islam, as well as the changes which
are taking place in the Islamic communities
abroad, as a result of scientific and technical,
cultural and socio-economic developments, confirm

irrefutably that Islam is not everlasting.
Muslim concepts, traditions and customs willi,

become, purely and simply, part of a non-
recurring past,. under the pressure of living

conditions™ 30).

In order that this aim may be realised, the Communists are
stepping up their anti-Islamic measures and their propaganda.
In 1958 a University for Atheism was founded in the city of
Ashkabad for the first time in the entire history of I1slam.
Further Universities for Atheism of this sort have come into
existence since 1958,in the Islamic countries of the Soviet
Union. We do not possess any source material, from which

the exact number of these universities could be determined.

In the Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan alone, where the body

concerned with the religious administration of the Muslims

of Turkistan has its headquarters; 29 Universities of Athe-
ism and 218 Schools for Atheistic Agitators came 1into being

in the years up to and including 1970. In Tashkent a School

for the Training of Teachers of Atheism came into existence

in the same period of time 31) .

L
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It can, thus, be appreciated how much Islam must be suffering
under the rule of Communism. The Academy of Sciences of the
Soviet Union has an Institute of Atheism. There is an Insti-
tute of this nature in every Is}amic region of the Soviet
Unionf There is evaﬁ an Institute for Atheism in the Academy
of Social Sciences of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
This Institute has got branches in the Islamic countries (of‘
the Soviet Union). Tashkent University has got a Faculty of
Atheism, where "scientists" are trained for the struggle
against Islam. The religious body concerned with the admin-
stration of the Muslims of Turkistan, on the other hand,

does not possess a Faculty for Islamic Theology. There 1s
merely the so-called "Mir-Arab-Medreseh" in Buchara, which
houses 40-50 students. The graduates of this Medreseh are
then engaged in the Soviet Foreign Affairs Ministry, in the

free Islamic countries of the world, rather than fulfilling

functions for Islam in Turkistan.

It is clear, from a perusal of the Soviet press, that there

are over 3,000 lectures on Atheism and against Islam held in

the Soviet Union daily.

The Atheist Society was disbanded. In its place a Section for

Atheism was founded within the Society for the Propagation of
the Sciences. Numerous people were engaged to attack Islam

by a process of under-mining the Muslim way of thinking. The
exact number of these people has not, however, been deter-

mined up till now. The mere fact that there were more than

2,000 lecturers, 11,000 political informers and 41,000 agitators.
engaged in the struggle against Islam in the Soviet Republic

of Tajikistan in the year 1976,32) shows the full extent of
the Soviet anti-Islamic practices. The Soviets founded Atheists'

Clubs, too, within the ranks of the Muslims. There are, for

W

Republic of Uzbekistan 33) .

example, about 2,000 Atheists' Clubs in existence in the Soviet

One can appreciate the tragic situation of Islam in the Soviet
Union from the short description given above. And, yet,

Islam continues to exist, despite everything. That 1s why

the Communists are doing everything within theilir power to

stamp out Islam. The Soviet State even had to make a change

-, .
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in the Religions Act, in order Lo get near to its objective.
The Act relating to religious communities, from the vear

1929, was amended in 1975, According to the new Act, it is
no longer the Ministry of Internal Affairs in whom the res-
ponsibility for granting permission to establish religious
communities (communities centred on a mosque) rests, but,
rather, the Council for Religious Affairs, which is under the
jJurisdiction of the Council of Ministers of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics. The old Act was redrafted and
there are substantial differences in the provisions which it
contains. One of tie innovations in the Religions Act is the
fact that religious ceremonies can be held in the house of a
member of the faith, without the permission of the State being
necessary, if a person is on his deathbed'or critically ill
and expressly asks for the ceremonies to be held (Paragraph
59). If Muslims want to build mosques from their own funds,
they have to obtain permission from Moseow to do so 34).
Finally, we feel it ought to be pointed out that parents who

bring up their children in a religious manner are punishable,

according to Soviet Law, and can lose parental custody of
their children 35).'

Further Offences committed by the Communist
Regime within the ranks of the Muslims

We have, up till now, tried to g8l1ve a short synopsis of
Islam's position as a religion. Now we must comment upon the
question of the politics of Communism within the Muslim ranks,

1n order to appreciate the political, social, economic and

cultural position of the Muslims.

The political position: The Muslim peoples of the Soviet Union

do not enjoy their own national independence. This state of
affairs is generally known, throughout the world. The Mus-
lims were distributed among 6 Soviet Socialist Republics
(Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Kazakistan, Kirghizia, Tajikistan and
Turkmenia) as far as administration is concerned. These six
Socialist Republics are directly under the control of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and are governed by the

Central Government and divided into 8 Autonomous Soviet Socialist
, et e e e D DOV L C L _DO0C1ALLST
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Repub;ics (Bashkiria, Daghistan, Kabardin-Balkaria,,North
Osetia, Tataria, Chechin-Ingushia, Kara-Kalpakistan and
.Abkhazia). These administrative units, in their turn, are,
however, ruled, not direct by the Central Government of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, but, rather, by the
Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic. Abkhazia 1is

controlled by the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia. In

the cases of the other Muslim areas, the Crimea is under the
administrative control of the Soviet Socialist Republic of
the Ukraine; KameKalpakistan is under the administrative con-
trol of the Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic; Adegey and
Karatchay-Cherkesia are under the administrative control of

the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic,

According to Paragraph'72 of the Constitution of the USSR,
the Soviet Socialist Republics (including the 6 Muslim areas)
have the right to cede from the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. But Paragraph 75 of this Constitution states that
the territories of the USSR are indivisible and that they

are comprised of the territories of the Republics of the Union.
In other words, this Paragraph revokes the right to cede from
the Union. The Soviet Constitution does not state, either,
how the Unions of the Republic can leave the Union. Accord-
ing to Paragraph 74 of the Constitution, all the laws of the
USSR are valid in all the Soviet Republics. Paragraph 76

lays down that the Republics of the Union must ensure that
the resolutions of the State and its principal execuvive
bodies are carried out in their territories. 1t can, thus,
be seen that the so-called Republics of the Union are merely
units of administration of the Russian Soviet Empire. These
so-called Soviet Republics, mentioned above, have actually
got their own Presidents, Minister Presidents and Ministers,

who come from the ranks of the Muslims. Sut two or three

Russians assist them, as deputies.
The following important posts are occupied directly by Russians:

- the Committee for State Security
(Secret Service)

- the Commanders of the Armed IForces of the
Soviet Union 4’




- the Commanders of the Border troops

- the Directors of the Railway System and
the Postal Service, respectively

- Border Control administrative services
(Police and Customs) .

Experience up till now has shown that the so-called Soviet
Republics for the Muslims are merely implements in the struggle
against the Muslims' national existence. Any opposition to
Russia and the Russians, on the part of the Muslims, is not

tolerated and is, in fact, severely punished.

The Economic Policv of the Régime

The economic wealth of the Islamic countries of the Soviet
'Union enables the Communist Régime to carry out economic
politics on a global scale and to strengthen its own economic
potential. The oil-fields of Baku, Emba-Eschimbay, Kapet-
dagh and other fields, which are to be found within the Muslim
countries, furnish the Soviet Union with oil. The natural

gas of Buchara supplies gas to all the central regions of

Russia and also to Eastern Europe.

The Islamic countries' share of the mineral reserves and min-
ing workings of the Soviet Union is 4Q% in the éase of coalj;
86% for Copper; 100% for Mercury; 80% for Uranium; 86% for
Tin and Lead; about 100% for Bismuthj; ca. 90% for Chromium;
and 90% for Sulphur. In the Turgay area of Turkistan, alone,
18.6% of the entire Iron and Magpesium deposits of the Soviet
Union are to be found. The Islamic countries (Turkistan 'and
Azerbaijan) supply 100% of the Soviet Union's cotton require-
rents. Turkistan and Azerbaijan produced 8,281,000 tons of
cotton in the year 1976 (96% of which came from Turkistan).
Turkistan supplies 100% of the Soviet Union's silk. The
entire fruit requirements of the population of the Soviet
Union are met chiefly by the Lislamic countries. The world-
famous Karakul furs (also known as Astrakhan) and the most .
most beautiful carpets both come from Turkistan. From this
short account of the economic wealth of the Islamic countries,
it can be seen that the entire economy of the Soviet Union

would collapse, were it not for these Islamic economicC reserves,
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The Islamic countlries continue fto be looked upon as the

Soviet Union's raw materials' "store cupboard", after the
pattern of colonial economic politics. It 1s a generally
known fact that Moscow controls the entire economy (the
extraction of raw materials; the manufacturing industries;

the manufacture of agricultural products; the direction of

the economic administrative bodies, etc.) in a direct and
rigorous manner. As everybody knows, all the mineral resour-
ces, the soil itself, and the business enterprises (factoriBS,
shops, etc;) beloﬁg to the State. Consequently, Muslims have
become the salaried employees of the State. The economic
wealth of the Islamic countries (as ordained by the Soviet
Laws) may not be used to meet the national requirements of

the Islamic nations concerned. Moscow decides which economicC
goods are to be used and where and why they are to be used.
The Soviet State has created a modern system of State-slavery,

in which e¢verybody must bow to the will of the ruler.,

The Communist Rulers' Colonisation Policy:

One of the most thorough and dangerous practices 1n the policy
Moscow adopts towards the lslamic countriesTin the Soviet
Union is that of their colonisation of the lIslamic countries,
i.e. Russian settlement in the territories of the Islamic
countries., Colonisation has mahe creat headway 1n some coun-
tries; The following table shows the percentage of the Russ-

ijans and Muslims (named after their ethnic group) respectively,

in the Islamic countries concerned:

Regions Russians Efhnic group
concerned
SSR Kazakistan L2.8% 32,.4% (Kazaks)
ASSR Bashkiria 42, 4% 22.1% (Bashkirs)
ASSR Chechin-Ingushia 49 ,0% 41.4% (Chechin-
Ingushians)
ASSR Tataria 43.9% 47 .2% (Tatars)
ASSR North Osetia 4L0.0% 47.8% (Osetinians)
Adegey region 70 .4% - 23.2% (Adegeys)
Karatchay-Cherkesia 51.0% 3 33 .1% (Karatchay—
| Cherkesians)

SSR Kirghizia 52 .4% 43.8% (Kirghiz)
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The historic settlement areas of the Muslims, such as Kabardin-

ussianse.

The

Balkaria and the Crimea were sottled completely, by R
There are only about 00 Crimean Muslims in the Crimea.

Russian colonisation policy was particularly dangerous as

applied to the Soviet Republic of Kazakistan, in the Northern

part of Turkistan. According to the Census of 1970, there
were 5,500,000 Russians (42.8% of the entire population);

930,000 Ukrainians (7.2% of the'! population); 198,000 White

Russians (1,5% of the population). This means that the Slavic

‘ethnic groups constitute 51.5% of the entire population 1n

this region, which was initially Islamic. The of ficial Soviet
statistics reported with pride upon the fact that in the period
between 1959 and 1969, 1,200,000 people were sent to Turkistan
from the central regions of the Soviet Union. Incidentally,
there are more than one million Germans living in the Soviet
Republic of Kazakistan, at the moment; Germans who associate

themselves with the Russians, not only because they. speak

Russian, but, alsc, because they have no opportunity to preserve

their own culture. The colonisation of these Islamic countries

by the Russians goes on intensively. But the Muslims are

anxious to make sure that the number of Russians in their coun-

tries does not go on increasing indefinitely.

The Soviet Poljicy of Genpcide:

The whole world knows - and it can be assumed that the l1slamic

countries of the world are also aware of this fact - that the
Autonomous Republics of the Crimea, Kabardin-Balkaria and
Chechip-Ingushia were liquidated after the Second World War.
The population was deported from 1ts settlement areas. The
Soviet policy of genocide hit the Muslim Tatars of the Crimea
particularly hard. More than 300,000 Tatars from the Crimea
were executed. The rest of the population was sent to Siberia
and Turkistan. The Government of tﬁe Soviet Union has, right

up till the present day, refused to allow the Tatars of the

Crimea to return to their own homelands.

A study of Soviet and foreign sources reveals that over 15
million Muslims were victims of the Communist régime in the

period between 1918 and 1970: most of these were sentenced to

.
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death and a large number were sent to Siberia, where they

could not but die. ALl of thesc Vuslims were regarded as

opponents ol the régime. This state of affairs has not been

examined, so far, in sufficient detail and with the help of

reliable sources.
Russianization olicy:
e Soviet Union practises

anks of the

The Communist régsime's

The Russian Communist leadership of th

an intensive Russianization policy within the T

This is called "internationalism" or the "inter-

The policy of Russianization

Muslims.

nationalisation" of ‘the peoples.

is a subject which 1s very extensive and it is a policy whose

repercussions are very dangerous for the Muslims. We shall

another time. We can,

other

go into this subject in morse detail

however, ascertain that Communism is currently nothing

than one of the implements of Russian Chauvinism and Imperial-

ism. Communism is very closely connected with Imperialism

in Russia. That is why a Russianization policy is beilng carried

This policy would like to

on first of all to a process

out under the guise of Communism.

lead the nations of the Soviet Uni

of approchement (Sbliienia) and then to a process of assimli-

lation (Slijanie). Assimilation of the nations means that

one Soviet Nation would come 1into being, with Russian as its

language.

Russianization as a policy has as its objective the extinction

of the nations and their national languages. One of theilir

predictions 1s, accordingly, as follows:

"One of the pre-requisites of Marxism-
Leninism is the fusion ZAssimilation)

of the nations and Conseguentlz the

nossibility of being able to s eak in
one language" 36 ) . |

One of the Communist ideologists has written:

"As a result of the progress of Communism,

Eeogle will forget national development and

national relationshipsS. Even the nations
will die out herewith" s B -

By the use of such overt targets, an attempt is being made to

carry out a process of Russianization among the Muslims. The

Russian language was declared the official second native

oo
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language. In 1970, 6.95% of the eight largest Muslim ethnic
eroups (Uzbeks, Tatars, Kazaks, Azeris, Turkmens, Kirghiz,

Bashkirs and Tajiks), i.e. 31,158,000 Muslims, stated that

their native language was not their own mother tongue. The

non-speaking of their own native language 18 particularly

i noticeable among the Bashkirs and Tatars. 173.8% of the Bash-

kirs and 11.8% of the Tatars, respectively, do not speak theair

| own mother tongue 38).

The policy of Russianization has, as one of 1ts aims, the de- . ;

nationalisation of the Muslims, The Soviets have the follow-

ing to say about this:

"The assimilatiom of the nations on a basis

of reciprocity has a denationalising effect

upon the national and territorial Autono-
mies and even upon the Unions of the Republic” 39 ).

" 3
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Soviet Cultural Policy: The overall Cultural Policy of' the |
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Soviets has as i1ts aim:

a) that people should accept the ideology |
of Communism as an ideal conceptionj; as
a belief and as a way of lifej; L

b) that the Muslims should show absolute | :
submission towards the Russians and
remain loyal to them.

i There are a great many institutions within the Muslim coun-

i . tries (of the Soviet Union)(universities, colleges, all |

manner of schools, theatres, cinemas, academies, books ubli- '
3 9 » ¢ s P |

b cations, poetry, museums, buildings {for the arts and music, etc.)

which serve the Communist cause, not only by renderxring the

| Régime's policy comprehensible to the local people, in their
; " mother tongue, but also by securing the supremacy of the Russian

culture over the Muslim culture.

The Soviet cultural policy does not recognize independent

national cultures as such. It has been maintained, for years

now, that there is only pro forma a national culture within

the Soviet Union, but that. as far as the contents of this z

culture are concerned, the latter are wholly socialistic. |

The so-called sociaiistic culture must, after all, guidé all

.':.'
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the peoples of the Soviet Union toward%_one Soviet Natiog
under the leadership of the Russians. It should also be
said that the Soviet cultural p;licy, which serves the
Russian culture of Imperialism, acts against national cul-
tures. The Régime's cultural policy does not tolerate the
existence of a national culture with its historical associa-
tions. And it certainly does not permit an Islamic culture
to exist, because, in its eyes, Islamic culture is merely a
"fairy tale" 4O). That is why the Soviet Russians got rid
of the Arabic alphabet in the years 1928-1929 .and finally

introduced Russian letters.

The problems of the Soviet cultural policy within the Mus-

lims (of the Soviet Union) belong to those areas of Islam
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‘research which have not vet been examined in detail.

Finally, it can be said that Communist rule in the Soviet

Union is constantly striving, not only to get rid of lslam

and to make atheists out of the Muslims, but also to abolish

the Muslims' national existence in favour of the Russian

way of life and of Communism. The Muslims, on the other hand,
| are anxious to maintain their Islamic belief and way of life

% and to protect tl.eir national existence. This is why lIslam

| and Nationalism arc working together, as a unity, at the mom-
j ent. In this regard, the struggle contirwes in each camp.
Only Allah, the Almighty, knows which side will emerge as the

? victor of this struggle for 1life.

Some suggestions for the free islamic world

i as to how the Muslims under

Communist rule can be saved

Before the free world of Islam even begins to involve itself

with the problems of Islam under the rule of Communism, every
Muslim, and particularly the Islamic leaders, must recognise

his duty, which is laid down in the Koran and determined by

the Almighty Allah. This dutyv implies helping his oppressed
Muslim brothers and sisters. He must also make a serious effort

{ to help in the defence of lslam. Only the sense of duty of

all the free Muslims can solve the many problems of the oppressec

who are forced to liwve under the rule of the atheists. In this

' j ; ' : _32 -
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connection, I should like to remind you of the following

Appeal, made by Al-Malik Faysal ibn Abdulaziz al-Saud at

the Second Congress of the "Rabita al-Alam al-Islam” 1in

Mecca, in the yearl1965, an Appeal which is remembered with

gratitude:

We ought, also,

"We are Muslims and ours is the path of
Islam. We can never bow down to the
anti-religious ruler and his methods.
Why should we apply rules and laws which
have been created by men and which are
constantly changing, when we have the
Koran of Karim and Hadis-tl Scherif? We
do not need any foreign rules. We are
Muslims and it is, therefore, our duty
to help all our Muslim brethren'.

passed a Resolution, consisting of five points, and which

was concerned with finding a solution to the problems of

Turkistan 41).

We are convinced that the Muslims who live in liberty could

do a lot to save the Muslims from Communist rule, if they

were prepared to fulfill their Islamic duty and to show

sympathy towards their Muslim brethren. We must, therefore,

stop to think and try to undertake the followling steps:

I) In the Sector concerned with the attempts to ain libert

1)

The general public of both the Islamic and the free

world must be informed of the tragic situation of

Islam and the Muslims under Communist rule, using

all public and diplomatic channels,

The human rights and the national right for self-

determination of the Muslims oppressed by Russia and
China must be claimed, on the strength of existing
fundamental statements and resolutions passed by the
United Nations Organisation (UNO). The British
UNO-representative put the following question to the

Plenary Assembly of this World Organisation on 26th

4

November 1962:
i

"May we ask when we are going to see the
independence of Azerbaijan? ... what 1s the
target date set for the indegendence of

Soviet Central Asia?" L42), -FF -

to remember that the above-mentioned Congress
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The government of the Soviet Union did not |
answer this question. It is not important e
that the Soviet Union answer this question.

What is important i1s that one of the Islamic i

| | |
countries puts forward the question of the inde-

pendence of the above-mentioned countries for

‘"discussion at a General Assembly of the United

5
T —————

Nations Organisation and that a discussion

is launched in the world, 3o that the solution i

to the problem may be pushed ahead.

3) The Islamic public should insist, in no un-

g i e e i [ W gy g . Il 1 i

certain manner, using diplomatic channels, the
radio, the press, conferences and delegations |
to spread their message, on the rulers of the |

Soviet Union ending their anti-Islamic measures

at once., In addition, the dispatching of Russ-
ians and other non-Islamic péoples inte the

Islamic countries should be ended at once.

4) The government of the Soviet Union must allew

the Muslims of the Crimea, who have been depor-

ted from their homeland, to return to their own
country, without attaching any conditions. If |

they do not react to this request, then this

question must be put before the General Assembly

of the United Nations Organisation and the Islamic

World Congress. i

5) The international 6rganisations for lIslamic
affairs which already exist should set up an

Information Office, to deal with the problems
of the countries ruled by Communism, in par-

ticular the Soviet Union. The Islamic organi- |

i L

—_ - —— i i

sations and the individual Islamic countries
would then be in a position to inform themselves

about the position of Muslims under Communist

rule, on a regular basis.

6) An Islamic International Foundation, for the

liberation of those Muslims oppressed bI Commu=- j

nism snould be established. This Foundation can E

-3l ?
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national liberation movement of the Islamic
people against Communist rule as it 1is prac-
tised in the Soviet Union. We must finally
recognise that the Muslim emigrants abroad,
owing to their lack of funds, are not in a
position to properly broadcast the wvoice of

freedom, neither abroad nor in the homeland.

I1. ITn the Sector concerning Cultural and Spiritual Life

7) It would be both useful and important for the

free Islamic countries if an Islamic Central

ITnstitute of Ilamic Research were to be foun-

ded. Should this not be possible, then a well-
erganised section for dealing with the question
of Islam under the rule of Communism ought to
be set up within an already existing Islamic

Research Institute. This Section would have

subsections dealing with 1) the Soviet Unmnion

and 2) China.

8) Such an Institute should establish a Documen-
tation Centre, where all the publications which
were obtainable and relevant to the proeblems |

mentioned in Point 7 might  be collected. This

would make research more simplé.

9)'The Muslims in the Soviet Union must be kept
informed about Islam, in their mother tongues,
over the radio, by means of the "VWoice of Islagi™
transmissiop. The situation of the Muslims under
the rule of both Russian Imperialism and then of
Communism should also, if possible, be explained,
using radio as the method of transmission. No
such transmissions have taken place, up till now,
from the Islamic radio stations. 1t is unfor-

" tunate that the 'Northern Slavonic Religious
Mission' (Nordska slavska Missija) carries out
‘missionary activities inside the Muslim countries
of the Soviet Union over the radio: passages from
the Bible are transmitted in the Muslims' own

languages. Why should we not also fight atheism
-3J5=-
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11)

-35 -

&

and the Soviet Union's struggle against

Islam by spreading the doctrine of Islam?

Professorial Chairs for the History, Culture

and Current Affairs of Eastern Islam (in the

Soviet Union and in China) should be established

in many universities of the free countries of

Islam, if at all possible.

I

t 1is necessary to initiate research into the

following areas and to publicize:-

the history of Islam in the Soviet Union

of today,
the history of the Islamic countries in

the Soviet Union under Communist rule,

the history of Islam (both social and
contemporary) in the individual countries,

a synopsis of all the Soviet anti-lslamic
publications, -

the publication of documentation series of

all the anti-Islamic concepts, with criti-
cal comments, for the defence of lslam,

the compilation of a geographical map of
the Islamic countries in the Soviet Union
in all the important Islamic languages.

The research reports must be accessible to

Western readers, too. The Soviet theses, which

are supposedly well-disposed towards Islam,

must be fought 1n the free countries of Islam,

by means of this evidence.

12) We do not know whether the target of establish-

13).

ing a publishing company, as mentioned in the

&

Nizam rabita ali-alam al Islami' (Point 3,
paragraph b), has been realised. Should this
be the case, then this s to be welcomed and
vite can only hope that its activities can be
intensiftfied. If the publishing company has
not yet been established, then it is most

important that this target be realised.
. t |

Turkistan has an important tradition within the
Islam world and 1s one of the most important

centres of lslamic culture., This country can

-36-
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be regarded as the point of departure for
the defence of Islam. That is why it would
be very important 1f we were in a position

to establish an Al-Malik Fazzal ibn Abdul

Aziz Foundation for the defence of Islam 1in

Turlkistan.
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1) Hs. Shafiuddin, Jslam versug Communism, "The Indonesian
Times", 20,1,1978, p.3: "l'or instance there has ‘been no
organized international move on behalf of the Muslim
world which could pool all its intellectual resources
and give it a specialized lead in this regard”,

The following publications can be cited as examples:
Muhammed Sami As_hur, Al-Muslimun fir takht-al s -hu'iya,

Turkistan, Jeddah 1964; Liberty Turkestan view of Indo-

nesian Leaders, published by the Turkestan Liberation
Movement, Djakarta 1971; Dr. Baymirza Hayit, Islam in
Turkestan, in "Morning News" (Karachi) 18.4, 1958, "The
Times of Karachi" 18.4.,1958, "Ruznamayi Jang" 19.4.1958,
"Anjam" 18.4,1958; ditto, Sovyetler Birliginde Islam
tatqiqati masalasi #TYhe Problem of Islam Research 1n

the Soviet Union®) in "Mi11Y Tiirkistan" 1964, No. 103,

pp. 16=-21; ditto, Sovyetler Birli inde Islam faciasi

%The Tragedy c¢f Islam in the Soviet Unioni, in "Sabah"
Istanbul) 17.1.1972 - 3.2.1972; Reports from Numan

Tas. hkendi (after an interview with Hayit), in "Al

Nadwa" (Mecca) 27.10.1968, 17.11.1968, 28.11.1968,
29.12.1970, 31.12.1970.

138
~

Numerous publications have been published relating to
the position of Islam in the Soviet Union and, 1n par-
ticular, in Turkistan. Unfortunately a bibliography of

these publications has not been published.

3) A few of the publications in the Western world can be
cited as examples: Bennigsen, A. = Lemercier-Qualquejay,

Islam in the Soviet Union, London 1967, translated from
the French, G. Wheeler and Hubert Evansj; Hans Braeker,

Kommunismus und Weltreligionen (Communism and world
religionsi, 2 volumes, second volume, Communism and Islam
(Kommunismus und Islam), Tibingen 1969=-1971; Baymirza
Hayit, Turkestan im XX, Jahrhundert (Turkistan in the
Twentieth Centuryj, Darmstadt 1953, (Kampf zwischen

Islam und Kommunismus - The struggle between Islam and

Communism), pp. 304-310, 354-357; ditto, Sowjetrussische
Orientpolitik am Beispiel Turkestans (Soviet Russian

Oriontal Politics using Turkistan as an Example), Koln
1962, pp. 157-183; ditto, Soviet Russian Colonialism and
Imperialism in Turkestan, Koln 1965, pp. 35-=38, 1-58;
ditto, Documents: Soviet Russia’s Anti-Islam Policy 1in
Turkestan, Part I, Disseldorf 1958, Part 1I, Diisseldaf

1959: ditto, Sowjetrussland und die Islamvolker (Soviet
Russia and the Islam pGOplesi, in "Der Remter", Berchtes-
gaden, 1960, No. 5, Pp. 271=-276; ditto, Zur gegenwidrtigen
Lage des Islams in der Sowjetunion (On the current situa-
tion of Islam in the Soviet Unioni, in "Basler Nachrichten"
Basel/Switzerland, 23/24.1.1964; ditto, Islam im russi-
schen Imperium (Islam in the Russian Empire), in the¢ book
"Die Herausforderung des Iglam” (The Challenge to Islam),
published by Rolf Italiander, Gottingen, 1965, pp.169-182;
ditto, Die Kommunistische Partei der Sowjetunion im Kampf

onn Islam (The Communist Party of the Soviet Union 1in

pencl S o
the struggle against Islam), in "Religionen und Atheismus

in der UdSSR" (Religions and.Atheism in the USSR), Miinchen
1971, No. 10, "Dergi", Miinchen 1971, No. 65, pp. 64-69,

nosteuropa" (Eastern Europe), Aachen 1972, No. 2, pp.11b4-
118; "Al-Muhadschirun" Minchen 1971, Nos. 29-30, "ABN
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Correspondence", Miinchen 1972, No. 3, pp.17-21; ditto,
Islam in der Sowjetunion (Islam in the Soviet Union),

in "Lexikon der Islam" (Dictionary of Islam), Stuttgart
19743 ditto, Lin kurzer Uberbliclk iiber die Lage des Islam
in der Sowijetunion (A Short Summary of theSituation of

Islam in the Soviet Union), Report of the European Con-
ference for Human Rights and Self-determination from

15.1.1978; Walter Kolarz, Die Religionen in der Sowjet-
union (The religions in the Soviet Unioni, Freiburg 1963
(pp. 396=442 on Islam); Vincent Monteil, Essai sur
1'Islam en URSS,in "Revue des Etudes Islamiques", Paris

1952-1953.

All the publications that have appeared in the West on
Islam in the Soviet Union have not been assembled in

the form of a bibliography.

&) Ejigodnik Bols:ihoy Sovetskoy Enciklopedii, Moskau 1964,
p. 159. According to M.S. Bodnarskij, Slovar geografi-
ceskich nazvanij (Pictionary of Geographical Namesi,
Moscow 1954, p. 95, Daghistan is 38,200 sg. kilometres

in area (?).

5) Dr. B. Hayit, Turkestan im XX. Jahrhundert (Turkistan
in the Twentieth Century), Darmstadt 1956, p.305

6 ) Dr. B. Hayit, Turkestan zwischen Russland und China,..
Amsterdam 1971, p.125 .(Turkistan between Russia and
China)

7) "Pravda Vostoka'", Newspaper, Tashkent, 17.4.,1971

8 ) Dr. B. Bayit, Turkestan im XX. Jahrhundert, p.217

9 ) Dr. B. Hayit, Turkestan as an Example of Soviet Colonia-

lism, in "Studies on the Soviet Union", Minchen, 1961,
p. 88

10) Dr. B. Hayit, They were 40 Million in 1917 and now only

15 Million, in "Young Pakistan'", Dacca, 13.2.1971, p.4

11) Dr. Baymirza Hayit, Sowjetrussische Orientpolitik aﬁ
Beispiel Turkestans iSoviet Russian Oriental Politics
using Turkistan as an Example), Koln 1962, pp.217-218

{

12)  "RevoljuciYa v Sredney Azii", Omnibus volume No. 1,

Tashkent 1928, pp.17-18

Journal | |
13) "Novyj Vostok", ‘law~meprer, Moscow, 1923, No.4, pp.274-

2715
, o
14) For details see: Sobranie uzakonenie Rabod !l g Krestyanski j

pravitel'stva (Collection of the legislation of the
Worker and Farmer government) 1918, No. 18 (Moscow)

15) For details see Mustafa Chokay, Turkestan pod vlastu
Sovetov (Turkistan under the rule of the Soviets),

Paris 1935, p.49
16) For details see: N.A. Smirnov, Ocherki istcrii izucheniyja

Islama v SSSR (Sketches on the History of the Research
into ¥slam in the USSR), Moscow 1954, pp.130-271.
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16) Lo KL |III(IVit‘l;,

51 ivn (Russian), Moscow 1965, p. Y,
wrote, among other Lhings: "I'he researchh into the process

of overcoming lslam has maintalned a particular signi-
ficance". lor information on the falsified'lslam Re=

search of the Soviets, see also: B. Hayit, Sovyetloer
Rirliecinde Islim tatqiqdti masalasi (The Problem of

Tslam Research in the Soviet Union) in "Milli Tiirkistan",
1964, No. 1037 A, pp.10=21.

17) For details about this Act, see: N. Orleanskij, Zakon
foznych ob'odoenenijyaKh RSIFSR (Law pertaining to

, Moscow 1930

o relilg
religious associations

18) Dr. B. Hayit, Sovyet Rusya emperyalizmi ve Turk diinyasi i
erialism and the World of tne Turks), }

(Soviet Russian lmp
Ankara 1974, p.341

A. 19) "Partiyynala Zizn' Kazaghstana", Newspaper, Alma Ata, i

1959, NO- 81 p'33

20 ) "50vetskiyw'xaza§gstan", Newspaper, Alma Ata, 1958,

No. 5, p. 102

21) npravda Vostoka", Newspaper, Tashkent, 1.10.1970, p.3

22} "Pravda Vostoka", 31.7.1959

Dergi", J(?c/_z:{?ge_, 2~..~", Minchen, 1962, No. 26=-27,

23) " .
pP. 35. Lutzijan Ippolitovich Klimovich maintained, in }
his essay "Did Mohammed exist"” (Russian), Moscow, No. 2 |

(31), 1931,” that Mohammed did not exist% [

y
24) "Bol' saja Sovetskaja Encyklopedija", Moscow 1955,
Volume 22, p.506

25) "Nauka i Religija® 1960, No. 10, L.I. Klimovich gave he
Soviet view of the Koran in his essay "Chto dol'jen
teistv o Korane" (What should Atheists know about /
<

znat' A
the Koran?i in the newspaper "PartiMna¥a jizn Kaza- %
Khstana" Alma Ata 1958, No. 6. See’also, "Central Asian

Review", London; B. Hayit, Documents: Soviet Russia's |

Anti-Islam Policy in Turkestan, Part II, Diisseldorf, o

1959, PpP.23-3<.

26) For more detail, see: M. EZ. Gimatudinov, Bog i antibog
v Islame (Allah and Anti-Allah in Islam), broschures,

Alma Ata, 1976

27) "The Muslim Digest", Joarnal, Durban, 1958, Vol. 8, |
No. 6, pp.12-14 ' ;
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28)‘Mala 4 SovetskaV¥a EncyklopediYa, Moscow 1958, Vol. &,

p.221. See also Abdurahman Kunta, Sovyetler Birliginde
iniislumanligin gercek durumu (The real state of the

Muslims in the Soviet Union) in "Dergi®", Minchen 1964,
No. 35/36, pp.26-38

B — e, e g ——— W

29) Grigori¥ Vahaidovich Smir, Islam V Abkhazii i puti

sreodelenija ego

sere jetkov v sovremennych uslovijakh




doals with the viability of the "remains of Islam",
The boouk gives as its central theme: the soclal back-
wardness of the faithful in Soviet society; misunder-
standing of the national traditions; religious educa-
tion of the young; the honouring of the elderly; the
oeffect of Capitalism (from abroad); backwardness of
the faithful in cultural lifej; insufficient atheistic

educational measures.

30) Rasit Rahmatullovich MavlYutov, Islam (Russian), Moscow,
1974, pp. 166-107

31) B. Hayit, bLer Tslam und die anti-islamische Bewe en

in der Sowjetunion Islam and the anti-Islam movement
in the Soviet Union), in "Osteuropa (Eastern Eur0pe),

1972, No. 2, p. 115 K

32) V. Kajum Chan, Turkestan (Press Report), Diisseldort,
IITI Quarter, 1976, P.9

33 ) “ézbekistan‘Madsnixati“, newspaper, Tashkent, 18.11.1975

34) The redrafted“Law pertaining to Religious Communities,

|
I
!
E see "Osteuropa", 1977, No. 1, P. A 1-6
i
|

35) GeorgiYy isbertovich Golst', Religija i Zakom (Religio
and the G&ﬁi};: .t:l*.Moscow 1975, PP 105=-106 |

36) Voprosy razvitiyga literaturnvykh azwkov narodov SSSR
The question of the development of the literary lan=-
csuages of the peoples of the USSR), Alma Ata 1964, p.87

; tiéuuh I
37) G.J. BroY4do, :i;dgﬁsaza (The national question)} Tashkent,

38) "Pravda Vostoka", newspaper, Tashkent, 17.4.1971

39) nSovetskoe gosudarstvo 1 pravol‘,]e‘;f‘:‘&é, Moscow 1961,
No. 12. p.25, cited A. AwtarKhanow, Das kommunistische
Programm zur Entnationalisierung der Nationalitaten der
UdSSR (The Communist Programme for the dentaionalisation

of the nationalities of the USSR), Minchen 1964, p. 28

40) A. Asimov (President of the Academy of Sciences of the
SSR Tadjikistan), Real'nost' protiv mifow (Reality ver-

—_—— sus myth) in the newspapexr "Drugba narodov", Moscow
1975, No. 11, p.Z2 and in the newspaper "Sadai
Dus’hanbe 1976, No. 1 , p.66, regards the cult of Islam
as a fairy tale and writes, among other things, "The
wide-spread term Muslim culture, or Islam culture, 1s
met with extensively in the West and in the overseas
Orient. Sovietologists who are concerned with the pro-
blems of Central Asia use this term ... but a term of
this nature is non-scientifaic. The term Muslim culture

is not constant, either, when regarded from the point
of view of the development of the culture of the Easte.o."

41) For these conclusions, see: "Al-Bilad", newspaper, Jeddah,




42 )

wil] -

3.5.1905, "Al-Nadwa",.newspaper; Mecca, 3.5.,1965, cited
"Millf Tiirkistan", 1905, No. 109, A. pp. 24-25

For details, see: Colonialism, Statement by Sir Patrick
Dean, K.G.M.G,, permanent representative of the United
Kingdom to the United Nations, in plenary, on Monday,
26th November, 1962, pp.5=4

"Muslim World Leazue", Mecca Mukarrama 1963, No. 2,
p. 18, writes:

"Establishing a publishing house in Mecca, the
capital of Islam, which would issue publications
of a high literary and scientific atandard,
devoted to critical and analytical research
in contemporary idealogies such as Communism,
Socialism, Nationalism and so forth",
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THE _STRATE MPCRTAMNCE AF MIRXESTAN FOR_THT SQVIET

By Dr. Baymirza Hay1lt

Turkestan, (land of the Turks), which is sifuated in
Central Asia, has an area of approximately 4 million
kml and accounts for around 16% of the entire_territo“y
of .the Soviet Union. 5 of the 15 Soviet republics
(Uzbekistan, Kazaﬁstan, Kirgizistan, Tad/ikisten and
Turkmenistan ) are lccaled in Turkestan.

Tt is a well known fact that. Turkestan 1s one of th=2
most important centres of civilizatien, and also tne
centre of Tslamic culture and intellectual life since
the 851 century. This country has been referred t¢ A4S
th: dd"]

1925. The Soviet Pussian leadershin 13 iﬁ A0 WAJ Dreparan

~

" in Soviefr terminnlogy SiﬂCE/ﬁﬁ

ro tolerats the use of the term "Turksskar”, Dezause 1%S
intenticns are tﬁ curn Turkestan into a labogatcry for

N1Xing yEO“le and races by doing away with The ccunuwry

':t

and sholishing the rational Teeling orf identity 310 Gie

miprkestan neople for thne purrose of using the country

o

23 5 base for the colnnialisation by the Russlans.
It is astonishing to find tha® g*nCﬂ 1950 nmany western

researc“ers have wror*ly - adonted the Saviet term

51ia

A SUDPJ-Pflne the aame Turkestan in the minds c¢f the

public in the west 3S well as 1n the quam10 owlenf

Tn doing so no consideration was lepn_uo the fact that
Turkestan is not Centrel Asia, but rather that it 1s Wnc;q%
sted in Censral Asiaz and that in the world's main en
cyclopedlae the Zeographic situation is clearly dealt

with under the designation "Turkestan", (e.g. The Evig g-
clopedia Americané, volure 27; Fneyvclopedia Rritannica,

volume 22, 15th edirion, and the Great Soviet Encyclo-

ra . y . b
A, p. B3P, enc.

"~

- pedia, New York-Lordon 1977, vo ume
>




2nd the rest o

Tt i3 particularly significant fthat the Congress of the

> 3

"
ISA passed a bill relating t
(Fublic Law £6-20) in July 1939, in which th# name

Turkastan i unequivecally mertioned. Ina spite I this

gave tre order in the autum
of 1913 thet the term Turxestan was nr longer tc be em-
ployed in the broaicasts, but that the term Central Asiz
and Karzawhstan were te he used insteal. Tn se doing, an
American organisaticn acted :ontrary'to 1S Law ‘Publ’=z
Law B5-90). Tt wonld he adviszable and alzo correct for

-y

s in khe West to use the classical terminol~ gl

‘netead of the Soviet terminology "Central Asiz", in crder

w

not to deny the rational ifsntity of this connbry and
c 3istance ourselves Cram Tnviet irnfluence.

At oresent aoproximately 42 million peoovle live :in

(ans

Turkestan, more than 32 million of whom arc Turkestansss

and Musl.ms

., dAas

A\

and Tid“:?%;,

Urbeiks, lazaihsz, ?Jrv‘r, Turkmen, para-
¥alpaks, ,
2 whon consiss of Sfussian coloniallsts or
administraﬁive nersonnel, military versonnel and deported
nersons, (Ukranians, Belorussilans, Estonians, Letts,

Lithuanians, Germans, Armenians, Koreans etc.).

It is common knowledge that the present-day territory

of Turkestan was gradually conquered by the Russlans

~during the period between 1715 and 1897. However, despilte
,fthis it was possible ror two states (Bukhara and Khiwa)

to retain their *ndeoendence in internal affairs under fﬁﬁy
Czarist Russia. On the occasion of the invasion by Soviet

troops in the year 1920 these states were proclaimed as
the peoples’ republics of Buvﬁara and Kﬁara21m (= Khiwa).
The governmént of Soviet Russia recognised by treaty the
right of these TwWo states to sovereignty. In the year_
1924 these states were then abolished by the government

of Soviet Russia by means of war operations, threats

. ' '/ ‘- » . A s
and infiltration, and fneir territories were annexed tO

_3_...




the Soviet Union. The leaders of the Soviet Union do not
try to conceal the global poli;icél and strategilc im-
portance of Turkestan. Its strategic importance is par-
ticularly obvious in the following areas:

v e 1 1 a2 hetween Aslia and Europe:

The geographic.region Tufkestan shares a border with
the' following countries: Tatar-Baschkiria, Siberia, Mon-=
golia, China(with East Turkestan within the framework of
the Chinese sphere of influence), India, Pakilstan, Afghan-
istan,;Iran and the Caucase¢a. These bordering countries
have a'total area of 3%million kml.iWhen considered toget-
her with its neighbouring countries Turkestan, with 1ts

Cn e s 2 .
4 million km assumes the character of an extended reglon.

Turkestan and the neighbouring countries maintain cultunméﬂ
&%, economic ard ”ﬂlii*ﬂus relations with one another. {WF
Europe and the countries of the Middle EastT can he QuUicCxK-
ly and easily reached f{rom Turkestan. Thus, e.g. Moscow

1s about 1,000 «m by air from the Turkestan border; Xrharkow
(Ukréine) 770 «m; Rostov/Don 710 Xm; Erzerum (Turkey )

1010; Baghdad (Irak) 1210; Tehran (Iran) pUO; XKabul
(Afghanistan) 290; Islamabad (Pakistan) 600; Urumtschi
'-(East*Turkestan) 5Q0:; and the Persian'Gulf about 1000 xmnm.
These figures clear lv illustrate the favourabie communica-
tion possibilities between Turkestan and Europe, the

Middlé East and Inner Aslia. The‘geofpolitical situation
which Turkestan enjoys oresents the Soviet Union with the

opportunity of initiating actions in all directions.

Turkestanpn 2 1 important milj]

Urizon:

The Soviet military policy 1n Tuﬂkestan and also as

regards the neighbouring countries 1s coordinated bv means

af two military zones: Zyrxestan (dlreCLTy responsible
jad, k13 €ar,
for the Sov1et republics of Uzbekistan,yTurkmenistan and

the.M1ddle Fast with India and Pakistan), and Central
Asig (responsible for tne Soviet republics of Kazakhstan, .

w B e




Kirgizistan and China as well as Mongolia). In the case
of Xymilitary operations are undertaken from these mil-
~itary zones. According to the opinion of the Soviet mil-
itary leadership in Turkestan both of these zones are
very powerful, being equipped with modern weaponry. These
'military zones are considered to be the main areas for
planning the strategy and tactics of the Soviet Union's
military leadership' with regard to the Orient. Turkestan
is also considered as the Hinterland for all Soviet war

plans and measures in the question of the Middle Eaét,
Inner Asia and Eurooe. Since December 1979 the world 1is
well aware of the fact that the Soviet invasion of Afghan-
istan was undertaken from the Soviet military zone orf
Turkestan. Due to its geo-political situation (extended
area, alternating landscapes: sf%pps, oases, plains, (%\
mountains), Turkestan 1is aiso the main storehouse Zor s
Scviet weavponryv such as atomilc bombs, rockets, zircraft
spare parts and army supplies. West and Fast Turkestar
are considered to be the central store for 2ussian and
Chinese atomic bombs, respectivly. The Soviet Tnion's
rocket launching base 1is situated 1in Baikbnur, Turkescaen,

by the way.
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The Soviet Union is cavable, 1f need b2, oI m

|
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its war —~ea2ds Trom Turkestan. Stalin dsclared 1in 1

\_

o
g

‘l'l'ﬁ'lrh
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_that "the middle Asiatic Soviet republics 2nd Kazakh

\

S
(= Turkestan) had become the most 1mportant arsenal of the

Red Army". Another Soviet publication revealed that

during the year 1942 the same amount of war materlia. was(ﬁﬁ

1

oroduced in Turkestan as in the entire remaining territory
of “he Soviet Union before the Seconi World *ar. Soviet
feflections of this kind reveal thnat the Soviat Ynion is

in a nosition to suprly itsfarmy from Turkestzan, shoull
the-ieed arise. Nor 1is i:ﬁé secres that She Soviet
forces in Turkestan are absolutely Superior COo these Ci

211 other countries in the Middle :ast.
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It 1s common knowledge, - ‘and. the Soviets themselves

aven admit this openly=-, that Turkestan 1s the main source
Af raw materials for the Soviet Union. As the main supp-

lier of raw materials this country is of decisive Import-
ance for the industry of the Soviet iUnion. Turkestan '
c¢laims the following procentage of industrial raw mat-
erials of the Soviet Union (USSR = 1C0%):

Coal, approx. MS%; setroleum more than 60%; earth gas
50%; iron-ére.?O%' copper 76%; mercury, approx. 90%;

zinc 86%; chrome, more than 380%; nickel, approx. 8O% ;

‘phosphorous, sulphur, potassium and artimony reserves,

more “han 75%. There are also vlentiful supplles ol

‘uranium, gold, silver and nla“inum in Turkestan. In a

report rel a*Lﬂg the riches »f Turkestan z Soviet ﬂewar

= -

naper gave the allowing eyamnls with regard t2 the
Sovias revubllic of %« a
Joviet republic of Kazakhstan to groduce aporoximately
3 n tens of iren-ore, 100 million tcers

of mineral oil and 35 million tons ofrsteel, annually.”
Assuming a normel rate oI exploiting the mineral resources
the raw materialslpresent in Turkestan are enough to
supoly the entire industry of the Soviet fInion. “

™e agricultural wealtn of Turkestan 1s also common
«nowledge. Thus e.g. Turkestan produces more than S58% of
the Soviet cotton prbduction; 75% of the raw silk; 6H0Z
of the f“uit-'ﬁqf ~f the rice; 100% of the ‘jute; 100% cof |
rhe natural rubber and 100% of the karakul furs. This M
country is also known as the thlrd sorn house of the Fos
Soviet Union. Thanks tc Turkes?® an's economic ricnes it
is possible for tne Scviet Unien te follow the political
course cf a world economlic power; Tt would not be in a
nosition to do this were 1t nct for the econcmic noten-

tial present in Turkestan.
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the vanguard of Communiam
Tﬁe ldeas c¢f the Soviet leadership 2s

listed below reveal Turkestan s *0le 1n the lnfthraulon
of commun*sm 1n the Orient:

- N » .
Turkestan is the main centre for spreading onur ideas

in the Orient";

" . ’ e .
Turkestan is to be the carrier of the germ of the

communist revolution in the Orient";

m g | . 7
- "Turkestan blayed the role of gateway ﬂ. ASla e Lj'o

Europe in world history.
CO act as

It 1s now Turkestan's rols

the gateway from Eurcoe (meaning Russ -
-he author) to Asia";

="Sociezlism and Communism are inevi-an
es 2r the Criert".

There are nany more éuch theses held bv the S

shlp with regard Zo the use of Turkestar in S

1a the Oriant. |

It 1s ccmmon knnwlsdge
g

C
DrCEress In intilirating and snreadinag cormunis= “n “ria Craeal

Msset ( Darticularly ir the “liddle Zast). Ye aan mention
RE€re as =xamnles the origin of ths 3ovies 31o0osan "the
Stlrit cf Tashxent”, orgarisational propeczands measuroas :

2 ¥
symposla ¢l the oouriries of fsia, Africa ard Latir Amer- ;:;
.2a In Turkestan, where Srhe Soviet system ‘3 neppssanted :

T ] . B n 3 _ - |
A% an exemp.ary model” for the develogpnent of necol S, and =

e ' ¥
finally <he fact thet many nllowers an! sympathizersc?s - |

Py v W - * = ~ wa o : : oy -~ ..-. Y. e ey
Moscow zonmunlsr have heen Trom Ehe ranks o

OP1lng coutrres. Heres zne 13 remirden oFf ks gge 3 °

resgod Islam ir bhe Tsiaric countriles,
-8 Joviel tavazion ang arzupation of Afrraristas
SHOWS LS Silat cocmmrlnisny wa aynorc2d firzt Toam ~11S313
to Turkestan Ly means ol armed farca, where S o ptipnag ;
~ ' :
" L - IA ;
Lo hie enfsrced "n Tre same way. The appezarance 7 comm- |
~y
R I =
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unism in Afghanistan came about in exactly the <ane manner

as in Turkestan., It is also lnteresting to note that 3

/NS , ]
more than 20,000 Turkestanems are working as Soviet spec- ;
Lalists in the Middle East and who are Zeingz used

[y S |

; 1 "
&2 tﬂﬁ ' ﬁ

same time, as Instruments of Scviet infiltration.

Jnp o the present our gral nhas been tc¢ providé'a gan~ :
eral view of Lhe strategic importance nf Turkestan for %
cine Soviet Uniocn., It will now be necessary to deal wiftn ?
Che country and its importarce for Yestern strategy, bar- {
ticularly as regardu the question of promoting freedomn '
and combating Soviet imperialism, 2nd to report its in- F
fluence in the Orient. ;

As evervone xnows, this ccuntry which nas been twice
conquered 0y Russiza (the first time under the Czars and %
the second time under the Sovie- Russiansg) &Soes noi navse
iLae Might to Lniq an 1ndespendent naticnal eX
to enjoy usual -ﬂnrlg,nts and libert.es., Turlkestan 13
nUbJeCt to the srwlﬂr ana absolute contrcl ol HuSCﬁW.-The
Soview [ ;:'.':::': :'-.-".f-‘="'dc*nwﬁl all it could tr'\':)“gjpi‘e:“s:-: Turizastan,
Deapite Lhis the neople of Turicestan bhave nor iost thes

will o> desire for freedom. This became obvious in the

Fa

struggle for libera‘.ion which took nlacs in Turkestan in

= S S B a maEEn e A . . P P
ot T S . g AT

the years 191f - 24, {(and particularly up to 1623 cn . a
la?ge scale), also in the resistarnce of the-Turkeatan'
peonle urder the Soviet regime, in their at=serpts {7 nre - K|
serve national customs, culture and traﬁitioLE, noi. ta

menticn the effectivness of Islam in Lhe natijieonral atrugzsle
Agalnac comﬁuﬁiémféhd-also by the struggle faor national ﬂ
liberation in Turkestan during the Second worid War. Hor ~~ |

: \Fﬂg& wans oo - 3
15 it¥a secret that thousands of Turiesta neRe (Uzobeks, : E
Pkmen Lad1lFS) 10 QFP RQJ lIJ1hg $q :fgh&n* 3

'fégh*lng in the front rows of the liberation.
Pussian expansionilsm. It;ls also =2 elTIKnﬁwn faot Fhat

when the Soviet Army invaded Afghanistan the Soviet sald-

iers wino came from Turkestan were not willing to fight Ag21NST
ta2 gfgﬁans. It appears tnatc commqnism was rot capable gof

‘ | - cans . :
converting these Misiim=Turkestaness i1ntc Scv




Furthermore, it has become_known that numerous Soviet
soldiers whno come from Turkestan have gone over to the
side of the freedom fighters (Mujaheddin), znd that many
cf them are now active training Afghan Treedom fighters.

By initiating a process of liberation for Turkestan
the Westa2rn powers and the Islemic countries f' The et Ontné
could achleve a strategic position in world politics,
perticularly in the Middle East. Conc rted action :alliﬂg
for natioral liberatiaon for Turkestan would undoubtably

help, first of all, tc effect a reinforcement cf nzlicnal

1 "

ldentity. The Western powers and the 1slamic countries
culd take the stage as Turkestans zommon friend for ¢h
purnoses of establisning the countryf’s rational independesnce,
The founcding of an independent state of Turkestan wonid

W e S —
mean “hat Russia and Thrina wr.ld be senarated freom ope

"-'-""--——- = oo e ——————— T —
znother; ~ha2re would no lorger be a denger of Russian =214
R S e —— R ..-—-_.__ '

pansion i1n =wne "iddle East; the securi“y of ¢he nenrles

ﬁ'&_ "m

cr the Middle rast wculd be vuarantead;

turn Lo being one of the Cri2rntal, Tslzarmic 2omprnitiss
s P wm e S e

2i the free world, and fthe wor.. cconcmy % would nave access
s e e P e T e ey e — SRR —

to the economic potentizl of Turiesten. The demand for

national indzpendence for Turkestan in no way implies

(2
2
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interfarence ir. the 1nternal alffajrs of trn=

The constitutions of tne Scoviet lnicn , incliwdinz Lh.ose

of the Soviet Fnoub‘Icq 9ffPrs, sven 1 only fnrmaily,
the condltlons according to which =2ach Soviet revubiic

has Che rignt to secede {rowm the USSR. Evern the intex-

' ' S ?IT T 4 A -
national Rasiz Teclaration, e.g. the UND d=zcl=zration 2l
December 14th, 1960 relating tc colenialiam ané the right’
of national self-determination and the internaticnal
| | - | ) Aurmern
nact of TDecember 10fth, 16464 relating to easl ights =tc.

in not deny either 2 ncatlconal right Lo existance or human
0

right:s for Turkesten., The c
wvhieh proclaimed the ket rals
Week", in whicii Turkestan was
‘ve pations, was unique in the nistory of the world. This

Act represents 3 moral basis for the demand for foe=dor.
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The general assembly of the Mu<lim World League in Mecca/
Saudi Arazbia adopted a Tu:keﬁfan fegolution 1n “ay 16GA5,
in which i% was decided that :

' The Muslim Corgress urgently requests all Tslami c.stafcs
and also those states who are in favour of freedom £9
bring up the prayiem of Turlestan in the geheral as3=-

emhly of the NG, g

. 3

‘The probilem of abolistiing Russian coleonialism in Turxestar ;'--‘

Atil the re-establishrment
. _ /he Cha
counlry necame)yan 1nterna

of nztlonal Independence i bElis

_ affairs _
C1ON2 1 (senppupuepy f'ru'oup") Tcne Jig=-

cussion whieh too'« place in the general assembly on the

o BT

subject »f colcnialism. The Eritish ambassador to thne UNG
mede the following statement to the general assembly

o the THC on Hovember 2ftn, 1967

T e TREEm T o e e g e - i
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"Tn 4815 th~ whcole of 2evlon cane under 3ritish rule

Azernaidjan w~as peing crcupied ¥
i
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coilony 1lr 2202; a urofectoregbe was

201d Coasis Ln '137?. Tre 3are nericzd s=avw toe Russian
SOTI((Uu=>s ¢t of the ‘?'.-:'mleper;der:t stAaAces of Jdeni

c
thelir ancient civiiization; the last inderendent ¥asak:

stat2 submitted in 1354, the conqueﬁt 2 the thrae [lxhel

states of Turkast

vas cconplete ‘i_y 1874, arc the

1n the eariy 1230's. After anearly a century of Sritish .1
rule Jkana heczme indenendent in 12357 and Mizeria in ) f
1660 what is tne tareef jate for the Lndeperndence of é
the 3nviet Centryzl Aaliar Lﬁrﬂ‘fﬁr4pﬂ°f ;
That is the mzin questicn to ne anscered' o EC now tne ‘ i

Eovepnmerlt of the Souwvlat i'rnion h:l*- pr'r)vu*lw no arnswer ¢
shis question. Mor iias wny member stats of the N asked - J

the Snviets wher. t“h«y are poing te answer this question.

Thus the question rermains: "/hat Is the tarveb date for

A |
the independence of the Soviat Central ls-2ar territorieg'




o

(= Turkestan) and the world nas the right Lo obtain a
reply from "Moscow and thereby .tn take measures to arrs
a date for the independerce of Turkestan.
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