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This is the first complete account of Azerbaijan’s rich and tumultuous history up to the
present time. Audrey L. Altstadt makes use of both Russian-language and Azerbaijani
Turkish-language newspapers, journals, and scholarly publications. Past histories of
Azerbaijan have been derived almost exclusively from Russian sources. Altstadt origi-
nal research adds the Azerbaijani perspective on the two-century relationship between
Russia and Azerbaijan. She identifies key issues and actors and documents a pattern of
continual struggle against Russian colonial rule from the initial conquest to the political
movements of the late twentieth century.

“Altstadt’s impressive scholarly contribution is an excellent and sophisticated
coverage of Azerbaijan’s rich history and unrelenting struggle for
independence.”

Wayne S. Vucinich

Series Editor and Professor Emeritus

History Department, Stanford University

“The several opportunities [Dr. Altstadt has had] to study and conduct research
in Azerbaijan have given her experiences, contacts and access to sources that no
other Western scholar can claim.”

Edward . Lazzerini

History Department, University of New Orleans
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