Abstract—The Moslem population of the world is estimated at 984 million persons in
1988; almost one-quarter of the world population may be Moslem after the turn of the
century if current high levels of fertility persist. There are more Moslems today in Asia
and sub-Saharan Africa than in the Arab Middle East where Islam arose in the 7th
century A.D.

The Islamic nations are the fastest growing population group worldwide—through
natural increase, not conversion—although Islam is the only major monotheistic relig-
ion not to forbid contraception. Almost all Islamic countries have very high levels of
fertility, mortality, and natural increase even though there is wide diversity among
them, stretching as they do from Albania in Europe to the world's fifth most populous
nation, Indonesia in Southeast Asia, and ranging from the wealth of the oil-producing
states in the Gulf and Brunei to the poverly in densely-populated Bangladesh and
drought-stricken countries in Africa.

The author argues that it is not Islam per se that causes these demographic trends, but
the generally early stage of development and the low status of women in traditional,
patriarchal societies.

There are 40 countries in which 50-100 percent of the population is Moslem; 7 in which
25-49 percent are Moslem; and 9 countries with over 2 million Moslems each but
where they do not total 25 percent of the population. These include China, India, the
Soviet Union, and Yugoslavia, countries where ethnic and religious divisions often
create political problems.
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