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The Dhimmi

Jews and Christians under Islam

BAT YE'OR

This book is recognized as indispensable for a full understanding of the
complexities of the Middle East conflicts. The author analyzes the historical
realities of the dhimmi peoples, i.e., the non-Arab and non-Muslim com-
munities subjected to Muslim domination after the conquest of their home-
lands. Separating fact from myth in an extensive analysis of the history and
destiny of these populations, Bat Ye'or also provides a large number of docu-
ments from different periods and regions, many of which have not been
published before,

In the seventh century, the Arabs began their conquest of the world to the
cry of JIHAD. This was the start of an extraordinary epic, which brought vast
regions of the Orient, Africa and Europe, and their diverse populations, under
the rule of Islam. The Jews and Christians who refused conversion to Islam
were governed by their victors according to a specific legal system, the
DHIMMA. A knowledge of the Jihad-War, its aims and regulations will enable
the contemporary Western observer to understand an essential aspect of the
current Middle East imbroglio.

From the Preface by Jacques Ellul: “This is a very important book, for it

deals with one of the most sensitive problems of our time. . . . Bat Ye’or's book
ought to be read as a work of current interest.
“I consider this study to be very honest. . . . The Dhimmi contains a rich

selection of source material, makes-a correct-use of documents, and displays a
concern to place each situation in its proper historical context. . . . I regard it as
exemplary and significant. . . . It is a source of enlightenment for our time.”
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