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THE FRONTIERS OF CHINA
A Historical Guide

FRANCIS WATSON

When it assumed power in 1949, the Govern-
ment of the Chinese People’s Republic declared
that it would re-examine treaties concluded by
its predecessors and either “recognize, abrogate,
revise, or renegotiate them.” With this threat
and with her huge population, her Commu-
nist ideology, and her newly acquired nuclear
capability—China has been able to hold a form
of suspended sentence over her many neighbors.

In THE FrRONTIERS OF CHINA, Francis Wat-
son surveys the history of Chinese border prob-
lems with each of those neighbors—the Soviet
Union, the Mongolian People’s Republic,
North Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Burma, India,
Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal, Pakistan, and Afghani-
stan, as well as British Hong Kong and Portu-
guese Macao. While those states worry about
Mao Tse-tung’s territorial aspirations, the
Chinese are obsessed by a condition they de-
scribe as “hostile encirclement.” That obsession,
combined with Mao's view of the large cen-
tralized state as “the only path to Socialism,”
has determined China’s expansionist frontier
policy and her redrawing of maps.

Against this background, Mr. Watson traces
the major developments of Chinese frontier
policy since the Communist seizure of power.
He probes the significance of China’s annexa-
tion of Tibet and the subsequent flight of the
Dalai Lama, the undeclared border war with
India, China’s interference in the India-Pakistan
fighting over Kashmir, the pledge made by the
Chinese at the Bandung Conference to respect
the territorial integrity and sovereignty of other

(continued on back flap)
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PEKING VERSUS DELHI
GEORGE N. PATTERSON

“A liaékgmund book that [tells] why relations between India and
China are )\:}@t they are today, not only generally but also specifically
in such stra{\ge and faraway places as Tibet, Bhutan, Nepal, Ladakh,
Sikkim and the like. . . . Mr. Patterson’s book is well worth reading.”

—HARRY SCHWARTZ, The New York Times

“Mr. Ptterson’s great contribution has been to put down on paper
his views on the Himalayan crisis in the light of his wide (one might
say unique) experience in the recent affairs of Nepal, Sikkim and
Bhutan, and to attempt to relate Chinese Himalayan policy to the
present realities of Himalayan politics. . . . PEKING VERSUS DELHI is
a very important book.”

—The Times Literary Supplement (London)

301 pp. maps, appendixes, bibliography, index $7.50

CHINA AND THE PEACE OF ASIA
Edited and with a Foreword by ALASTAIR BUCHAN

“Adds immeasurably to our grasp of the conflicting forces at loose in
the Far East. These are cogent, competent, and lucid essays by peo-
ple who know what they are talking about and whose objective is not
to defend policy but to clarify the choices available to us. . . . The
whole book is an excellent graduate course in what we need to know
—expert enough for experts and clear enough for laymen.”
—ROSCOE DRUMMOND, Harper’s

“This is a work that vividly illustrates the value of the symposium as
a means of preserving both scholarship and topicality in foreign
policy analysis.” —New Statesman

254 pp. bibliography $6.00
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