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Dedication

For our mothers, Hildegard Jaschok and Shao Ximei
For our sisters, Hap Bryant and Yang Dongling

PLATE 1: Women praying as they wait for Friday worship to begin. f
Women’s prayer hall at the Harbin Dongsi (Eastern Mosque) in Heilongjiang
Province. 25 April 1997 (Jaschok)
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The History of
Women’s Mosques

in Chinese Islam

A mosque of their own
Maria Jaschok and Shui Jingjun

This book is an historical exploration
of the relationship between Hui
ethnicity, Islam, the Chinese State and
Gender. It contextualises the
ethnography of diversely situated
contemporary Chinese Muslim
women'’s lives within a secular
Communist paradigm of womanhood.
Cross-cultural issues addressed are
religious indigenisation, collective
survival and their multiple implications
for expressions of women’s agency.

Jacket illustration: Yang Yinlian Ahong
on her day of ordination, 6 August 1958




The History of Women’s Mosques
in Chinese Islam

Maria Jaschok and Shui Jingjun, collaborators with outsider/insider
perspectives, have presented a comprehensive, scholarly study of
Chinese Hui Muslim women's historic and unrelenting spiritual,
educational, political, and gendered drive for an institutional presence in
Islamic worship and leadership:‘a mosque of one's own' as a unique
feature of Chinese Muslim culture. The authors place the historical
origin of women's segregated religious institutions in the Chinese Islamic
diaspora’s fight for survival, and in their crucial contribution to the cause
of ethnic/religious minority identity and solidarity. Against the
presentation of complex historical developments of women's own site
of worship and learning, the authors open out to contemporary
problems of sexual politics within the wider society of socialist China
and beyond to the history of Islam in all its cultural diversity.

The authors argue that perplexities over the multiple meanings of
women’s liberation, and the multiple paths to this liberation, in a
modernising and diversifying Chinese society grant opportunities to
religious women at the same time as the re-connection with
international Islam also increases pressures to surrender precious
historical rights.

Here women’s hostility to inroads on their religious sphere interfaces
with state opposition to foreign intervention to produce a mutually
advantageous alliance in defence of self-determination, both gendered
and political. How to safeguard the most powerful symbol of women'’s
rightful place in the diverse Muslim culture of China, an independent
women'’s mosque, and yet make its tradition relevant to a modernising
society! How to negotiate pressures from secular and religious patriarchy
alike without neglecting the imperatives of internal educational reform?

This study suggests that when we consider questions of gender and
social transformation in contemporary China, its Muslim women are
equal and vital participants in internal discourse on change.

The book will appeal to a diverse audience: to general readers with an
interest in women’s lives in Asian Muslim societies and, more specifically,
to students of Chinese Women's Studies, Chinese Social History,
Chinese Islam as well as of the Anthropology of Asia and cross-cultural
study of Islam and Gender.
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