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PREFACE

In November 1944, in a remote part of northwestern China, a group of
Turkic Moslems and White Russians rose against the Chinese government
and established an independent Islamic state. Their ultimate goal was to
oust the Han Chinese from the whole of what they referred to as East
Turkestan, the Chinese province of Xinjiang.

The formation of a new republic is likely to be a matter of international
interest, but the new East Turkestan Republic, remote as it was, received al-
most no attention at the time of its formation; up to the present day no
detailed account of its existence has been published in English. When I first
read of this small state in the middle of the Eurasian continent and dis-
covered that it had existed for six years before it was swallowed by the more
powerful revolutionary forces of the Chinese Communist Party, I became in-
trigued by this fascinating subject and the many questions—indeed, mys-
teries—that surrounded it.

Who were these rebels, and what was the motivation behind their “Three
Districts Revolution”? Were they the agents of the Soviet Union, as most
available sources suggested? Or were they Turki patriots, fulfilling the old
dream of an independent Turkestan? And what was the fate of the leader-
ship in 1949?

A search through libraries revealed that there was little information on
Xinjiang as a whole for this period, and detailed accounts of the region’s his-
tory were not to be found outside a few specialized libraries. Part of the rea-
son for this appeared to be that Xinjiang is physically remote from the cen-
ters of civilization in Europe and Asia—a geographic fact that makes the
region one of the world’s most mysterious and romantic. Xinjiang lies within
China and yet is not a part of it, for the peoples and history of this region
are more closely related to those of Central Asia, of which it is a natural ex-
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