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Preface

The contemporary western culture has inherited, from the
Middle Ages, some distorted views on Islam. Those who forged
such views aimed at counteracting the resplendence of Islam,
which overwhelmed the world by its abundance, guiding thus the
minds towards the right way after they had gone astray, and freeing
the oppressed nations from the grip of iniquity and tyranny. Those
who made use of the degradation of thought, the oppression of
nations, and the straying of people, could not find a better way to
oppose Islam which came as a liberator of all mankind than to
invent fabrications and lies, and to counterfeit truths, attempting
thus to obliterate its light, to veil its truths, and to defame its
message.

Although the scientific thought in the West has tried to free
the mind from the means of straying, and to ground methods of
correct research, some dregs, which it could not root out, have
become apparent in what is being written and published on Islam
in our present epoch, which relies on legacies from old Western
sources that are characterized by their fanatic inclination and
affected by the times of the crusade wars.

The Encyclopaedia of Islam, published by Brill in Leiden,
Holland, is a specimen of those Western sources. It contains
studies on Islam that are contributed by orientalists, or by Arabs
and Muslims who have used the same research tools. Those studies
are not free from gross errors, committed fortuitously at times and
on purpose at other times, which have no grounds in the genuine
sources of the Islamic culture and are utterly devoid of any
scientific precision, intellectual integrity, or historical truth.

Since the Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization -ISESCO- is carrying out a programme called :
"Corrections of erroneous information published on Islam and
Muslims", it has decided to revise this Islamic Encyclopaedia, and
has checked its shortcomings and errors, thus earnestly attempting
to correct what it contains in terms of accusations, calumnies and
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errors, and to refute its fallacies, errors and lapses. Such endeavour.":?-
is carried out for the sake of intellectual integrity and scientific
objectivity and to show the firmly established scientific truths, sg
that they can be a safe source to be used by researchers and
learners. It has been by the grace of Allah and thanks to His care
that a group of outstanding scholars, with the scientific potential, 3
broad cognisance and a sound knowledge, have answered the call
to correct this Encyclopaedia, and have pursued their valuable
investigation, correcting with due intellectual integrity what has

been published in it and which required recusation, refutation and
disapproval.

By issuing the first volume in the series of books dealing
with those corrections, the Islamic Organization will carry on its
work with might from Allah, correcting the mistakes, straightening
that which is distorted and firmly establishing critical scrutiny,
hoping thus that those who are in charge of this Islamic
Encyclopaedia would in their turn see to it that the shortcomings it
contains are properly dealt with, out of fairness, scientific integrity,
fair-play and open-mindedness. In this way, this Encyclopaedia
would be able to present Islam as it really looks, without any
change, alteration, or misinterpretation.

It is a favour from Allah that we act according to His
guidance; Him the Glorified who says : "Lo! We, even We, reveal
the Reminder, and lo! We verily are its Guardian". The Reminder
is but the Qur'an, and the Qur'an is but the Scripture of Islam, and
those who have committed it to memory are but the scholars who
are righteous thanks to the care of Almighty the Creator.

Dr Abdulaziz Othman Altwai jri

Director General of the Islamic Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization.



